
LAMPETER-STRASBURG SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Administration Building 

Academic Committee Agenda 
November 4, 2024 

6:30 p.m.  

Items for Discussion: 

1. Lampeter-Strasburg High School New Course Proposals
a. Advanced Literacy for College and Career (English Department Elective)
b. Introduction to Forensics (Science Elective)

2. Lampeter-Strasburg High School Course Guide Updates
3. 2023-2024 PSSA / Keystone Achievement Data Review
4. Policy Review

a. Policy 124 Alternative Instruction
b. Policy 125 Adult Education
c. Policy 126 Class Size

Items from the Group: 























Lampeter-Strasburg High School
2025-2026 Course Selection Guide Changes

1. New Courses
a. Introduction to Forensics: Unraveling the Mysteries of Crime Scene Investigation

i. Forensic science is a field that captures the imagination of many students. It
offers a unique blend of science, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills
applied to real-world scenarios. Forensics lends itself well to hands-on learning
experiences. By engaging in simulated crime scene investigations, students can
actively apply scientific principles, collect and analyze evidence, and collaborate
with their peers. This experiential learning approach enhances student
engagement and understanding. By introducing students to the principles and
techniques of forensic science, they can see the direct application of scientific
knowledge through biology, chemistry, physics, and mathematics. By studying
forensics, students can see the connections between different scientific concepts
and how they are integrated to solve complex problems involving crimes and
mysteries.

ii. Yes, this course replaces Integrated Science.

b. Advanced Literacy for College and Career
i. This course is designed to meet the evolving needs of students who are college

and career ready and require strong practical English Language Arts skills in
today’s workforce and community life. This course aligns with the Pennsylvania
ELA standards while focusing on the essential skills students will use in real
world situations. It addresses the need for functional literacy and technical
writing, effective communication and global cultural awareness.

ii. Initially, this will not replace a course until we see the numbers for enrollment.
Eventually, this course will replace Novels and Film or Creative Writing, or we will
offer those courses in a rotating fashion as we have in the past. i.e. Creative
Writing 2025-26 / Novels and Film 2026-27.

2. Removed Courses
a. Jewelry and Metals I, II, and III

i. We have not taught these courses in three years and do not have plans or staff
to teach them in the near future. Courses will remain active but not in the guide.

b. Mandarin Chinese I, II, III, and IV
i. We did not teach these courses this year and have seen a declining enrollment

over the past several years. Courses will remain active but not in the guide.



 
 
Hans Herr Elementary School 2023-2024 PSSA Achievement Data 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Martin Meylin Middle School 2023-2024 PSSA/Keystone Achievement Data 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Lampeter-Strasburg High School 2023-2024 Keystone Achievement Data 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Book Policy Manual

Section 100 Programs

Title Alternative Instruction

Code 124

Status Active

Adopted February 4, 2019

Authority
 
The Board may grant credit toward high school graduation for course work successfully
completed through approved summer school, correspondence courses, distance education, online
courses and dual enrollment, in accordance with this policy.[1][2][3][4][5][6]
 
Delegation of Responsibility
 
The building principal shall be responsible for reviewing and approving student applications for
earning credit toward graduation through approved alternative instruction courses.
 
The building principal shall determine the number of credits assigned to such a course as part of
the approval process before the student begins the course.
 
Guidelines
 
Students shall submit to the building principal a written request for approval of each proposed
course and the number of credits sought.
 
The course subject must be included in the district’s planned instruction and be relevant to
established academic standards.[7][8]
 
The student shall receive the same letter grade for credit that is assigned by the alternative
instruction course.

Legal 1. 24 P.S. 502

2. 24 P.S. 1525

3. 24 P.S. 1901

4. 24 P.S. 1903

5. 24 P.S. 1906

6. Pol. 217

7. Pol. 102

8. Pol. 107

24 P.S. 1901 et seq

22 PA Code 4.41
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124-AR-0. ALTERNATIVE INSTRUCTION COURSES

Application

Students applying for permission to take a summer school course, correspondence course,
distance education, or online course or participate in dual enrollment for credit towards
graduation requirements must submit a written request and the required documentation to the
building principal prior to beginning the course.

Each student must submit a course syllabus, including prerequisites; specific learning goals and
activities; student evaluation criteria; and teacher responsibilities, for review by the principal
before a course is approved.

Each student must document completion of all prerequisites.

Each student must provide teacher or counselor recommendations to confirm the student
possesses the maturity level necessary to function effectively in an alternative instruction
environment.

Administrative Review/Approval

The building principal will review each student application and the submitted documentation.

Approval of a course will be based on the course content and rigor; its length and scope; the
methods of assessing knowledge acquired by the student; qualifications of the instructor; and
other relevant factors.

Prior to approving student participation in an alternative instruction course, the principal will
verify through submitted documentation that the following are being adhered to by the provider:

1. Curriculum is in compliance with state and local academic standards.

2. Instruction is delivered by staff licensed in the state where the course originates.
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124-AR-0. ALTERNATIVE INSTRUCTION COURSES - Pg. 2

3. Methods for providing feedback and monitoring student progress are established.

4. Confidentiality of student record information is maintained throughout the process.

The principal may assign a teacher to monitor student progress, grading of assignments, and
testing.

Student Participation

Students earning credit for alternative instruction courses must participate in all required
assessments, and students will be required to meet all applicable academic standards.

Credit for the course is not recognized until an official record for the final grade has been
submitted to the principal or designee, with feedback from the alternative instruction instructor.

Students may be limited as to the number of alternative instruction credits that apply toward
credit for graduation requirements.

Students who violate Board policy or engage in any activity prohibited by Board policy,
administrative regulations or district rules are subject to disciplinary action.

Correspondence Courses

A student enrolled in a correspondence course can receive credit for work completed, provided:

1. The course is provided by an accredited institution.

2. The student is a senior.

3. The student assumes responsibility for all fees, including tuition and textbooks.

4. The principal approves the course in advance.

Distance Education

A student enrolled in a distance education course can receive credit for work completed,
provided:

1. The course is provided by an approved institution.

2. The course is not offered by the district.

3. The course is not an alternative to any course offered in the district.

4. The student assumes responsibility for all fees, including tuition and textbooks.
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124-AR-0. ALTERNATIVE INSTRUCTION COURSES - Pg. 3
5. The principal approves the course in advance.

Online Courses

A student enrolled in an online course can receive credit for work completed, provided:

1. The course is provided by an accredited institution.

2. The course is not offered by the district.

3. The course is not an alternative to any course offered in the district, except when taken to
earn credit for a failed course.

4. The student assumes responsibility for all fees, including tuition and textbooks.

5. The building principal approves the course in advance.

Dual Enrollment

A student participating in dual enrollment can concurrently enroll in postsecondary courses and
receive both secondary and postsecondary credit for that coursework, provided:

1. The course is nonremedial.

2. The course is offered in a core academic subject, to include: English, reading or language
arts, mathematics, science, foreign languages, civics and government, economics, arts,
history and geography. Postsecondary courses such as psychology and sociology are
allowable as a social science.

3. The course must be identical to that offered to postsecondary students when secondary
students are not enrolled, including the use of an identical curriculum, assessments and
instructional materials.

4. The course must enforce prerequisite coursework requirements in the same manner as when
secondary students are not enrolled.

A student cannot enroll in more than twenty-four (24) postsecondary credits in any school year.
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Book Policy Manual

Section 100 Programs

Title Adult Education

Code 125

Status Active

 
Purpose
 
The Board recognizes the value of opportunities for educational growth and advancement to
adult members of the community and the need of adults for educational programs.
 
Authority
 
The Board may establish and maintain a program of adult education based upon the needs and
interests of the residents, consistent with the district’s educational goals and objectives and
Board policies.[1][2][3][4]
 
The Board may employ staff, utilize available facilities, supply instructional and supplementary
materials, and provide administrative leadership required to maintain the adult education
program. The Board shall establish the tuition rate for each course offered in the adult education
program.[3][5]
 
Guidelines
 
Admission to an adult education program shall be open to all adult residents of this district.
 
Delegation of Responsibility
 
The Superintendent or designee shall:
 

1. Assess the needs and resources of the community.
 

2. Develop a program of adult education and present that program to the Board for approval.
 

3. Prepare a calendar of adult education activities.
 

4. Develop and implement means to inform the public of adult education offerings.

Legal 1. 24 P.S. 502

2. 24 P.S. 1901

3. 24 P.S. 1903

4. 24 P.S. 1906

5. 24 P.S. 1923

24 P.S. 1904

24 P.S. 1905
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Book Policy Manual

Section 100 Programs

Title Class Size

Code 126

Status Active

Adopted February 4, 2019

 
Authority
 
Class size shall be reviewed by the Board periodically in consultation with the Superintendent
and designated administrators.
 
Delegation of Responsibility
 
The Superintendent shall develop administrative regulations for determining class size, which
shall take into account:
 

1. Subject matter.
 

2. Type of instruction.
 

3. Ability of students.
 

4. Age group of students.
 

5. Use of aides.
 

6. Use of special facilities and equipment.

Legal 24 P.S. 510

Pol. 000
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126-AR-0. CLASS SIZE

Variances in class size are necessary and feasible due to difference in grade levels, planned
instruction, course intensity and content, required laboratories and activities, physical facilities,
etc.

The administration will strive to maintain class and course size ranges that are optimal for the
learning environment. Maintenance of class size requires both educational and financial
decisions. The Superintendent and administrative team will consider class sizes when developing
current and future budgets.

Principals will inform the Superintendent or designee of foreseeable, unusual circumstances
and/or conditions that could impact class sizes so that planning can begin in a timely manner.

When questions or issues arise regarding class size, the principal will discuss the learning
environment and physical conditions with the staff involved and submit to the Superintendent or
designee an appraisal of conditions and their present or future impact on student achievement.

A thorough discussion and review of available options will be completed prior to determining a
course of action. Options that may be considered include:

1. Divide the class and employ an additional teacher.

2. Assign a paraprofessional.

3. Develop a team teaching situation.

4. Reassign individual students.

5. Adjust class schedules.

6. Adjust district attendance boundaries.
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126-AR-0. CLASS SIZE - Pg. 2
7. Enlist aid of classroom volunteers.

8. Transport some students to a different building.

9. Other options that address specific situations.

A recommendation for an adjustment in class size must be justified in terms of the educational
advantage for students and the impact on student achievement, with consideration given to the
financial resources required.

After receiving the principal’s report and consulting with relevant administrators, the
Superintendent will present a recommendation to the Board for its approval.
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