THE SCHOOL BOARD OF BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

ROBERT W. RUNCIE
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS

Telephone: 754-321-2600 Facsimile: 754-321-2701
May 20, 2016

TO: School Board Members

FROM: Maurice L. Woods ‘\k

Chief Strategy & Operations Officer

VIA: Robert W. Runcie
Superintendent of Schools
SUBJECT: FLORIDA SCHOOL GRADES 2014-15 UPDATED

On April 21, 2016, the Florida Department of Education released decisions related to school grade
appeals and schools that tested less than 95 percent of students. The memorandum dated
February 12, 2016, sent to School Board members with the data regarding Florida school grades has
been updated to reflect these decisions. The underlined information indicates the updated data.

At its January 6, 2016 meeting, the Florida Board of Education voted to approve new criteria for
assigning school and district grades as part of Florida’s School Accountability submitted by
Commissioner Stewart. The new criteria are intended to simplify and refocus the school grade
formula on student outcomes in alignment with the 2015 Florida Statues, specifically F.S. 1008.22.
The 2015 school grades were released on February 12, 2016.

Review of the 2015 school grades revealed the following:

e Among the five largest Florida school districts, Broward showed the smallest decrease in
proportion of “A” grades despite the change in standardized assessments and school grade
criteria.

e Among the traditional schools, the number and percent of “A” grades increased from 63 (30
percent) to 69 70 (33 percent).

e One school, Tropical Elementary, increased by two letter grades to obtain an “A” in 2015.

e Despite the change in assessment and the new school grade criteria, nearly
two-thirds (325;-61-pereent) (130, 62 percent) of Broward’s traditional schools maintained
their grade from the prior year.

e Overall, Broward earned a grade of “B” the same as in 2014, and an improvement from the
“C” earned in 2013.

The school grade formula continues to rely on student performance on statewide assessments in English
Language Arts (ELA), mathematics, science in addition to End-of-Course Examinations in Algebra 1,
Geometry, Algebra 2, Biology, Civics, and US History. Because of the transition from the Florida
Comprehensive Assessment Test 2.0 to the Florida Standards Assessment (FSA) in 2015, learning gains
components, including learning gains for the lowest quartile for ELA and mathematics were not
included as part of the 2015 school grades computation.
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An acceleration component is included at the middle school level while graduation rates and college and
career acceleration are included at the high school level. In addition, the new grade model incorporates
the following changes for all school levels:

e Elimination of bonus factors or weighing that may raise a school grade.

e Elimination of adjustments that may lower a school grade.

e School must test a minimum of 95 percent of students.

e Schools grades are computed using available components, there is no substitution of district
averages for missing components.

e All school grades components reported as percentages with a maximum of 100 percent, the
percentages are averaged across components to compute the total grade (see Table 1).

Table 1. School Grade Scale, 2015 and Beyond
A B G D F
Percentage > 62% 54% to 61% 41% to 53% 32% to 40% <31%

While learning gains are not included in the formula for the 2015 school grades, they will be included
from 2016, and thereafter. The learning gain requirements have become more rigorous and are discussed
in depth elsewhere. Briefly, learning gains will be achieved if the following criteria are met:

e Students at level 5 remain at level 5.

e Students at any level 1 to 4 increase by one or more levels.

e Students in level 3 or level 4 and remain in the same level must have a higher scale score than in
the prior year in the same subject.

e Students in level 1 and level 2 must move into the next higher section - level 1 is split into 3
sections (low, mid, high) and level 2 into 2 sections (low, high). For example, a student in low
level 1 must move to mid-level 1 to register as a learning gain.

Additional details on computation of school grades are available at: http://schoolgrades.fldoe.org/

Overall, school grades distributions for the five largest Florida school districts and the state overall, is
displayed in Table 2.

Table 2.  School Grade Distributions for the Five Largest School Districts in Florida,
2013-14 and 2014-15

A (%) B (%) C (%) D (%) F (%)

2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015 2014 2015
Broward 35 3534 19 1617 29 2726 9 11 9 1011
Hillsborough 45 3433 15 819 28 26 9 12 3 10
Miami-Dade 42 3938 17 15 23 27 10 14 6 56
Orange 44 37 18 21 a3 27 8 11 5 4
Palm Beach 45 43 42 19 11 22 27 9 11 5 89
State 36 36 19 20 28 27 11 11 6 6

* Elementary, middle, high, combination, and charter schools are included.
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Table 3 provides a more detailed examination of the change in grades for Broward’s traditional, non-
charter schools.

Table 3. Changes in School Grades for Traditional, Non-Charter Schools, 2013-14 and 2014-15
(percent will not add to 100 percent, see * & **)

2014 2015

Count Percent Count  Percent
Schools Receiving an “A” * 63 30% 6970 33%
Schools Maintaining the Same Grade From Prior Year ** 93 44% 125-130 61% 62%
Schools Improving Grade From Prior Year ** 40 19% 39 19%
Schools Decreasing in Grade From Prior Year ** 77 37% 440 20%
Schools Receiving an “F” * 19 9% 22 H%10%
Schools that Did Not Receive a Grade 1 0% 71 3% 0%

* Out of all schools that received a grade in the indicated year.
** Out of schools that received grades in both 2014 and 2015.

Table 4 (attached) provides a breakdown of school grades for all of Broward’s schools receiving a grade.

RWR/MLW/NB/RGB/RWC:rs
Attachments

cc:  Senior Leadership Team
Directors, School Performance & Accountability
All Traditional and Charter School Principals
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