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Superintendent's Message

Dear Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District Community,

October has been a busy month filled with celebrations of respect, culture, and of course, fall
festivities. Each of these events has captured the spirit of #MARSDConnections and helped build
the welcoming and thriving atmosphere that is special to Matawan-Aberdeen.

As the school year gets underway, | want to remind everyone that a key part of that thriving
environment is ensuring that our students are healthy — physically, mentally, and emotionally.
These are the foundations for academic success.

Please talk with your children about:

¢ Avoiding vaping: Vaping is just as serious as smoking and can have long-term effects,
especially for young people. Vape pens, e-cigarettes and related items are prohibited from
being brought to school. The American Lung Association offers tips for how parents can talk
to their child about how to avoid these dangerous, addictive habits.

¢ Prioritizing physical health: This means helping your child stay active, maintain a balanced
diet, and get plenty of sleep. These components are fundamental to a student’s energy levels
at school, athletics, and clubs.

¢ Supporting mental and emotional health: Call 1-877-652-7624 to access CPC Integrated
Health's urgent mental health services. We also have a partnership with the YMCA of Greater
Monmouth County for school-based counseling services that empower children to cope with

difficult situations. Please reach out to your child's school counselor for information and a
referral.

¢ Attending school regularly: Attending school every day is essential for academic achievement
and long-term success. Be on the lookout for a parent survey regarding student chronic
absenteeism. We want to hear your voice! Please also read this article "School Attendance,
Truancy & Chronic Absenteeism - What Parents Need to Know."

¢ Limiting cell phone use: As you know, MARSD is aiming to reduce distractions that can
interfere with learning by enforcing the district’s cell phone policy. Thank you to all the parents


https://www.lung.org/quit-smoking/helping-teens-quit/talk-about-vaping/conversation-guide
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19ROLIhGs9gR77MmPzYR56vS__b_xtoUn/view
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/school/Pages/School-Attendance-Truancy-Chronic-Absenteeism.aspx#:~:text=Don't%20have%20your%20child,help%20getting%20services%20at%20school.
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/school/Pages/School-Attendance-Truancy-Chronic-Absenteeism.aspx#:~:text=Don't%20have%20your%20child,help%20getting%20services%20at%20school.

and students for working with us to make learning the priority!

Finally, | want to hear from you! Do you have good news to share
about a student, staff member, team or club? We're always looking
for opportunities to share school-community connections! Use this
Google Form to tell us about it. We may feature it in a future issue
of this newsletter or on the district’'s new Instagram account.

Sincerely,
Nelyda Perez
Superintendent of Schools

(arching Huskies bring home state championship!

The Matawan Regional High School Marching Huskies continued their undefeated season by
bringing home the New Jersey Group 1A State Championship. On Saturday, Oct. 26, the MRHS
Marching Band placed first — scoring 92.4 out of 100 — against five other high schools in its group
at the state competition at South Brunswick High School.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScrQm3cKODherEnVr6NJ8b9BsiOArLqPZYtJ4p8L31qKE7pvA/viewform

“We are so proud of the Marching Huskies,” said MRHS Principal Michael Wells. “We are grateful
for the time, commitment, and dedication of our staff, students, and their extremely supportive
parents for all their efforts and for representing the entire Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School

District with pride!”

The Marching Huskies, composed of 35 high school students, has
been on a winning streak all season, placing first in six regional
competitions across the state. Judged by both the music and
visual quality, the band has consistently worked hard and shown
adaptability, according to Band Director Noel Beers.

STATE%’?IIII\IV{SONS “I am incre'dibly proud 9f these students,” Bfaers said. “They have
® been working extraordinarily hard and pushing themselves every
day. The dedicated staff also has brought years of experience and

understands what it means to perform, march, and teach. They truly deserved a state
championship!”

Next up, the Marching Huskies will be hosting a home show on Saturday, Nov. 2 at 3 p.m. The next
day, on Nov. 3, the Marching Huskies will head to the national competition in Allentown, Pa. where
they hope to continue their winning streak.

NARSD Cares seeks donations to brighten the
season for families
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NEEDED FOR:
(“R{l/ Decorations
Food
onderland Entertainment
Arts & Crafts
Transportation
Join us to brighten the season for Invitation/RSVP

MARSD families! Donations

Volunteering or donating will help make the first-ever Winter Gift Wrapping
Wonderland Holiday Feast extra special for the 80+ families who will

be invited for a hot meal, presents, and holiday activities on Dec. 17. ll |; %%

MARSD Cares is seeking donations from community members and local businesses for gifts,
services, and their time to support a special holiday event that will benefit MARSD families this
holiday season.




What is MARSD Cares? MARSD Cares is the district’'s charity that supports students and staff in
need. For the last three years, MARSD Cares has collected donations so that when a staff member
or student goes through a loss of any kind, MARSD Cares can step in to help. MARSD Cares is

planning a special holiday event this December for families.

How can | help?
¢ Volunteer: Join a committee to share your time and skills. Committee include Decorations,
Food, Entertainment, Arts & Crafts, Transportation, Invitation/RSVP, Donations, Gift Wrapping.
o Spread the Word: Encourage others to join the effort.
¢ Donate: Contribute funds, buy a gift for a child, or sponsor a fun activity like a Santa visit,
photo booth, or face painting.

Sign up now!
To volunteer or provide a donation, please contact Darlene Gallagher, Confidential Executive
Secretary, at 732-705-4007 or dgallagher@marsd.org.

Explore the new MARSD website
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#MARSDbuildingconnections .

Matawan-Aberdeen Regional School District's new website www.marsd.org is live! We hope you'll
find the site to be easier to navigate and to find resources.

Here are some tips for using the new site:

1. Bookmark www.marsd.org in your browser.

2. Click the "Schools" button in the upper right corner for direct links to each school.

3. Click "Community" in the main navigation to view mental health and crisis intervention
resources.


mailto:dgallagher@marsd.org
https://www.marsd.org/
https://www.marsd.org/

4. "Parents & Students" in the main navigation and "Quick Links" below provides easy access to
things like the Parent Portal and PaySchools for managing student's meal accounts.

5. Check out and customize the "Calendar" tool on the website to view and keep track of events
that are relevant to you and your child(ren).

A presentation about the 2023-24 results of NJ Assessments is also available here on the new
website. We look forward to continuing to improve student success and outcomes!

Reminder: Marking Period ends on Nov. 14

Please be aware that the 1st marking period ends on Nov. 14. See the full calendar below:

MATARAWAN ABERDeEEN ReECIONAL SCHOOUL DISTRICT

2024-2025 SCHOOL CALENDAR

MARKING PERIOD | START DATE |END DATE | NUMBER OF DAYS

1st Sept. 5, 2024 Nov. 14, 2024 45 days
2nd Nov. 14, 2024 | Jan. 31, 2025 45 days
3rd Feb. 3, 2025 April 8, 2025 45 days
1st April 9, 2025 June 25, 2025 48 days

A Spotlight on Student Services

See how students are forming #MARSDConnections across our schools!

The Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights calls for the first week of October to be recognized as Week of
Respect. Matawan-Aberdeen schools celebrated Week of Respect with a variety of activities and
daily themes.

Strathmore Elementary had a week-long schedule of theme days, like “Team Up to Show Respect”
by wearing your favorite sports team shirt or jersey to show that we're all on the same team and
“Let's Keep the Peace” by wearing tie dye and peace signs to spread good vibes. Strathmore also
recognized School Violence Awareness Week and National Bullying Prevention Month with anti-

bullying wristbands worn by students who pledged not to bully their classmates.


https://www.marsd.org/calendar
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1R0srKfdbPTf3plz4DjhjCVJXaDxSHWzaSKW9jVskoEA/edit?usp=sharing

At Lloyd Road Elementary, in addition to theme days for Week of Respect, the school counselors

created a Tree of Respect with leaves from each homeroom. Students wrote words or phrases that
symbolized respect and kindness on each leaf.

Ravine Drive also got involved with Week of Respect by having daily theme days, such as “Kindness
is No Sweat!” in which students wore comfy clothes and “Kindness is Community” in which
students wore school spirit clothes. They also participated in activities like writing positive and
uplifting messages on sticky notes and placing them around the school.

Cliffwood Elementary raised awareness about respect by also holding theme days, as well as
having classroom lessons on respect. Throughout the lessons, students talked about respect and
participated in activities such as Respect Bingo and made respect hats.

We're so proud of how MARSD students are raising awareness about respect, diversity, and the
importance of preventing and standing up to bullying!
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Sunday, Nov. 10 - K.E.Y.S. Academy
Walk for Recovery Prevention, Awareness and Fundraising

K.E.Y.S. Academy Walk for Recovery Prevention, Awareness and Fundraising for
our Youth in Recovery

Sunday, Nov. 10

Registration: 8:30 — 9:30 a.m.

Walk begins: 10 a.m.

Fee $25 per person (payment cash or check payable to KEYS Academy. Mailed to: 1027 State
Route 34, Matawan, NJ 07747)

1 mile walk on the campus of Brookdale Community College/Robert J. Collins Arena Parking
Lot #6, Lincroft, NJ

Register for the walk using this Google Form.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7uKFEgv8sXhuskP_riyY1qkpbzT3k3xegH7mZwHcAt1h8oQ/viewform

Submit anIdea for a Story

Do you have good news to share about a student, staff member, team or club? We're always
looking for opportunities to share school-community connections! Use this Google Form to tell us
about it. We may feature it in some way on the district's newsletter or social media!

CALeNDAR
ReMINDERS

. 6 — District Early Dismissal Students/Staff

. 7 — District Closed — NJEA Convention

. 8 — District Closed — NJEA Convention

.14, 6:30 p.m. — Board of Education Meeting
. 27 - District Early Dismissal Students/Staff
. 28 — District Closed — Thanksgiving Holiday
.29 — District Closed — Thanksgiving Holiday

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITIES

Matawan-Aberdeen Regional
School District

OvY(©



https://forms.gle/nB2tuYhX8PETXGTHA
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1160518081318660/user/100090290152999
https://www.twitter.com/MARSDNJ
https://www.instagram.com/matawan_aberdeen

