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PARK RIDGE BOARD OF EDUCATION  

 

MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES 
Date:                   September 23, 2024 
 

                      Public Started:  7:00 P.M. 
                     Public Ended:        9:15 P.M. 

HIGH SCHOOL LITTLE THEATER 

I. Roll Call     
R. Fisher   J. Pierotti    D. Bradler   J. Bucco     R. Browne    N. Agoos     A. Wagner      

     A  A X       X                     X      X          X   

 

Also Present: 

R. Gamper   R. Wright     A. Zartarian 

II. Pledge of Allegiance – was led by Board President, Amara Wagner. 

 

III. Open Public Meetings Statement – was read by Board President, Amara Wagner  

  
 This is to advise the general public and to instruct that it be recorded in the minutes that in 

compliance with Chapter 231 of the Public Laws of 1975, entitled the “Open Public Meetings 
Act,” the Park Ridge Board of Education on January 11, 2024 caused to be posted at the Office 
of the Board of Education located at 85 Pascack Road, Park Ridge, New Jersey and on  January 
11, 2024 sent to The Record, 1 Garret Mountain Plaza, P.O. Box 471, Woodland Park, NJ 
January 11, 2024 Delivered to the Office of the Municipal Clerk of Park Ridge and the Park 
Ridge Public Library a meeting notice setting forth the time, date and location of this meeting. 

 

IV. Adjournment to Private Session 
Private Closed Session was read by President Wagner. 

The Park Ridge Board of Education will adjourn into private session to discuss item(s), which 
fall within specific exceptions contained in N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b. 

 
 Be it resolved that the Board will now go into private session to discuss matters rendered 

confidential due to the nature of pending or anticipated litigation, attorney client privilege 
and personnel – employment matters affecting a specific, prospective or current employee 
privilege.  Any discussion held by the Board, which need not remain confidential, will be made 
public as soon as practical.  Minutes of the private session will not be disclosed until the need 
for confidentiality no longer exists.  All appropriate persons, who may be discussed in private 
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session, have been adequately notified (RICED – in accordance with Policy #0162, Notice of 
Board Meetings by the Board Secretary/Business Administrator). 
 
Motion, second and vote to enter into private session at 6:05 pm. 

 
M: NA     S: JB 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW  
A      A      Y      Y     Y      Y      Y 
 
Private Session Agenda 
 
The Regular Session of the Board of Education was recalled at 7:00 pm. 
 
M: NA      S: JB 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
A      A      Y      Y     Y      Y      Y 
 

V. Minutes for Approval 
Private Meeting    August 26, 2024 Board Approved 

 Monthly Meeting   August 26, 2024 Board Approved 
 
 
M: DB     S: RB 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
A      A      Y      Y     Y      Y      Y 
  

VI. Special Presentations to the Board - None 
 

VII. Hearing of Citizens 
Hearing of Citizens will be restricted to three minutes per person for a total of fifteen minutes 

for comments on agenda items only.  The Board bears no responsibility, nor will it be liable 

for any comments made by the public.  Please be advised that all comments are maintained 

as a matter of public record. 

Mr. Perry spoke about his request for his organization to use the High School field.  He 
mentioned that he is a volunteer coach for other town programs.  He conceded that this team 
is not a non-profit so he could meet that requirement, but he asked if an exception could be 
made.  The request was for a girls Lacrosse team, and he was trying to help them out.  He 
understood that there would be a fee for this, and it was not free.  He concluded by adding 
that he appreciated any consideration the Board could give. 

VIII. Student Representative’s Report – Not present 
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IX. President’s Report  
Amara reported that she attended back to school night last Thursday and that it went very 
smoothly.  She commented that the teachers were really dedicated to the students and felt 
blessed that they are there for her children. 

X. Superintendent’s Report  

 HIB Update  
Dr. Gamper reported there was one HIB at West Ridge which was unfounded. 

 
Dr. Gamper reported that he attended East Brook, West Ridge and High school back to school 
nights.  He commented that they were very well attended.  He informed everyone that this 
Thursday is the Middle School back to school night.   
Dr. Gamper gave an update on the High School Locker room project.  He mentioned that the 
exterior structure is complete, and the field is being repaired.  The interior is coming along 
nicely.  The floor has been poured and they are working on plans for the weight room.  He is 
looking forward to when it will be turned over to us.   
He concluded by wishing all the fall sports teams well.  

XI. BOE Committee Reports 
Policy – Met and discussed the Strauss Esmay Policy alerts.   
 
Buildings and Grounds – Reviewed an update for the critical response mapping.  Received an update 
from Legacy on the progress of the Locker Room project.  Reviewed proposed change orders. 
 

XII. Supplemental Agenda 
 Supplemental resolutions, if any, will be available the night of the meeting. 

The Board reviewed two supplemental motions.  One item was for a Co-op renewal with Emerson and 

the other was a change order agreement for the Locker Room project.   The items were moved to the 

Consent agenda as follows: 

M: JB      S: NA 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
A      A      Y      Y     Y      Y      Y 

XIII. Consent Agenda 

 
The Board reviewed the revised consent agenda.  Ms. Agoos asked that item BG-13 be tabled so that 
it could be further reviewed.  She explained that the request for field usage is not in accordance with 
the current policy.  She recommended pulling it for now and remanding it to committee for discussion.  
A motion was made and seconded to table item BG and it passed as follows: 
 
M: NA      S: RB 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
A      A      Y      Y     Y      Y      Y 
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The Board then voted on the revised consent agenda which passed as follows: 
 
M: RB      S: DB 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
A      A      Y      Y     Y      Y      Y 
 

XIV. Hearing of Citizens 
Hearing of Citizens will be restricted to three minutes per person for a total of fifteen minutes 

for comments on agenda items only.  The Board bears no responsibility, nor will it be liable 

for any comments made by the public.  Please be advised that all comments are maintained 

as a matter of public record. 

NOTE (*) At the start of this section, Everyone was asked to vacate the building due to the smell of 

gas.  The meeting reconvened on the front lawn of the High School where comments were taken. 

A parent asked the Board about a West Ridge PTO event she had heard about that involved talking to 
the Board candidates in the upcoming Board election.  She expressed concern that East Brook parents 
were not informed about this meeting and felt everyone should be allowed to attend and that parents 
have the right to know what the candidates stand for.  Other parents present expressed a similar 
sentiment.  Ms. Wagner responded that this was not a school sponsored event and that the school 
district could not sponsor such an event.   
 
A resident thanked the Board for offering more electives for special needs students but asked the 
Board if Ms. Connolly could provide more non-academic activities for them.   
 
A resident complained that there was only one day off this year for the Jewish Holiday.  She noted that 
this was not in line with what the district has done in the past and other school districts in the area are 
doing.  Ms. Wagner responded that there are a lot of factors that are taken into account when the 
school calendars are developed, and several different groups involved.   
 
Ms. Turpin addressed the Board about the upcoming West Ridge PTO candidate night.  She explained 
that the PTO wanted to run an event to allow their members to become better informed on the 
candidates.  An effort was made to work with the East Brook PTO but there was no response.  She said 
all candidates are invited to attend and encouraged people to find out who they are voting for. 
 
An East Brook parent indicated that she would have liked to hear from the candidates and that she 
will be speaking to the East Brook PTO at their next meeting to hopefully raise more interest on the 
matter. 
 
A resident asked about bringing woodshop back.  She stated that since the pandemic, more people are 
going into the skilled professional’s field.  She felt it was important for the district to offer more courses 
like woodshop. 
 
Another resident raised a concern about the lack of days off for the Jewish Holiday.  She asked if the 
Board could inform parents earlier when they plan to discuss the calendar.  
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Ms. Wagner then thanked everyone for their input, especially given the unusual circumstances and 
location the meeting was held.   
 

XV. Board Comments – New/Unfinished Business 
 
Mr. Bradler thanked the people who stayed for the meeting.  He informed them that due to a conflict 
with School Boards, the October 21st meeting was being cancelled and rescheduled to October 28th. 
 
 

XVI. Adjournment – 9:15 pm 
 
M: DB     S: NA 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
A      A      Y      Y     Y      Y      Y 
 
 
 
__________________ 

Robert Wright 
Business Administrator/ 
     Board Secretary  
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RESOLUTIONS FOR CONSENT AGENDA (XIII) 
 

EDUCATION RESOLUTIONS 
Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken: 
 
E1. The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the suspension, truancy and HIB reports from the 

Superintendent for the opening of schools with (0) Out of school suspensions, (0) In School 

suspension, and no truancies. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
  
E2. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves Region II Shared Services Agreement and the 

Joint Purchasing Agreements for Transportation, OT/PT, Speech and ABA Services, for the 
2024/25 school year. 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E3. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the payment of course fees for staff members to 

attend the Northern Valley Curriculum Center for courses in alignment with our ESEA grant 

for the 2024/25 school year, as per attached.  “E3” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E4. The Park Ridge Board of Education has reviewed and approves the District’s Substance Abuse 

Program and its implementation for the 2024/25 school year.  A copy is on file in the 
Superintendent’s Office. 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E5. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the community-based instruction trips, as part 

of our Pathways to Success Life and Social Skills curriculum, throughout the 2024-25 school 
year. 

                        
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E6. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following students for IEP mandated services 

for the 2024-25 school year, through Northern Valley as indicated below, subject to revision: 

STUDENT ASSIGNMENT SESSIONS  RATE 
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2311-070 OT  2 sessions per week  $62.00/session  

2311-070 PT  2 sessions per week  $62.00/session  

2511-070 OT Consult 1 session per month $62.00/session  

1719(a)-070 OT Individual 2 sessions per week $62.00/session 

1719(a)-070 OT Group 1 session per week $62.00/session 

820 (e)-050 OT 1 session per week $62.00/session 

2020(d)-050 Home Consult 5 sessions $40.00/session 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E7. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following students for IEP mandated services 

for the 2024-25 school year, through River Edge School District as indicated below, subject to 

revision: 

STUDENT ASSIGNMENT SESSIONS  RATE 

918-070 OT  2 sessions per week  $105.00/session  

918-070 PT  2 sessions per week  $105.00/session  

918-070 Speech 1 session per week  $105.00/session  

823(e)-070 PT  2 sessions per week  $105.00/session  

823(e)-070 Speech 1 session per week  $105.00/session  

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E8. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the tuition for the following students for the 

2024/25 school year: 
 

STUDENT PLACEMENT DATES AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED 

823(E)-070 River Edge Public School, Building 
Bridges Program, 
River Edge, NJ   

9/01/24 - 6/30/25 $57,555.00 (tuition) 

$26,755.00 (aide) 

1030(a)-050 Fusion Academy (additional class) 
Englewood, NJ  

9/17/24 - 6/30/25 $2,300.00 

 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E9. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the revised E5 resolution from the April 29, 2024 

agenda: 

The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the 38th Summer Music School as part of the 

Park Ridge Community School Program, effective June 24, 2024 – July 26, 2024, from 8:00 
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a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  The cost per student is $310.00 for the 30 minutes per day, 5 days per 

week program, or prorated at $75 per week or any part of a week. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
E10. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the renewal of the Co-operative Golf and Boys  

(S1.) and Girls Spring Lacrosse teams with the Emerson Board of Education for the 2025 ad 2026 

spring seasons.   

 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
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EDUCATION DISCUSSION 
 

A. The Board reviewed the Graduation Pathways Profile report as reported to NJ SMART 
for the four-year cohort of 2024.  
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FINANCE RESOLUTIONS 
Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken: 
 
F1.   Certification Resolution: The Park Ridge Board of Education, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6:20-2.13 

(e), certifies that the Board Secretary's August 2024 monthly financial report (appropriations 
section) did not reflect an over expenditure in any of the major accounts or funds, has not 
been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 620 – 2.13(b), and based on the advice of the 
district officials, we have no reason to doubt that the district has sufficient funds available to 
meet its financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.  The Park Ridge Board of 
Education also certifies that the financial records are in compliance with Park Ridge Policy 
numbers 0171, 1320, 4413 and 6510. “F1” 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F2. The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the Cafeteria Report for the month of __N/A__ 

2024. 
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F3.   The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Check Journal (List of Bills) containing Check 

#50886-50973 in the total amount of $302,061.70 and 908240-908243 ($1,784,236.26), and 
EFTs using ACH technology #L580661-L58140 in the amount of $618,332.36. “F3” 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F4. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the payment of Athletic Vouchers #14173-

#14175 in the total amount of $500.00. “F4” 
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F5.   The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Varsity Athletic Club Vouchers #N/A in the 

total amount of $N/A.   
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F6. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Unemployment Compensation Vouchers 

#N/A in the total amount of $N/A.  

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
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F7.   The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the August 2024 “Report of the Secretary to the 
Board of Education” and the “Report of the Treasurer” to the Board of Education. “F7”    

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F8.   The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following 2024/25 General Fund Transfers 

for the month of August 2024 in the amount indicated per Appendix A. “F8” 
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 

F1.-F8– Backup attached   

F9. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following staff members to be charged to 
2024/25 Grants as follows: 

 

 
STAFF MEMBER 

 
POSITION 

 
GRANT 

AMOUNT NOT  
TO EXCEED 

Garcia-Juarez, Alejandra Paraprofessional ESSA Title III $3,087.00 

Ostrowski, Jennifer Basic Skills Teacher ESSA Title I $45,800.00 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F10. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following to provide contracted services at 

Our Lady of Mercy Academy, funded by Nonpublic IDEA Basic Grant, for the 2024/25 school 
year:  

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F11. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following non-public nursing allocations for 

the 2024/25 school year: 

• Nursing supervision services for Our Lady of Mercy academy with Bergen County 
Department of Health Services, in the amount of $2,563.70. 

• Board administration fee, 3% of state aid entitlement and equipment and supply 
Deduction, in the amount of $518.70 and $45.00, respectively.  

• Nursing services provided by Suzanne Tobin in the amount of $14,162.60. 
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 

NAME SERVICE AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

Nicole P. Heid Consulting, LLS P/T Special Education Consultant $21,965.00 

Commission for the Blind Services for the visually impaired  $2,420.00 

Bergen County Special 
Services 

Counseling, OT, Speech, Behaviorist, 
additional Supplemental  

$17,257.00 
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F12. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Horizon Dental Rates for the 2024-25 school 
year, effective 8/1/2024, as per attached.  “F12” 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F13. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the purchase of 7 Acer Chromebooks, totaling 

$2,508.03, as part of the Non-Public Technology Initiative between the Park Ridge Public 
Schools and Our Lady of Mercy for the 2024/25 school year. 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F14. WHEREAS N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5) authorizes contracting units to establish a Cooperative Pricing 

System and to enter into Cooperative Pricing Agreements for its administration; and 
 

 WHEREAS, the Camden County Educational Services Commission, hereinafter referred to as 
the “Lead Agency " has offered voluntary participation in a Cooperative Pricing System for the 
purchase of goods and services;  

 
 WHEREAS, on September 23, 2024 the governing body of the Park Ridge Board of Education 
County of Bergen, State of New Jersey duly considered participation in a Cooperative Pricing 
System for the provision and performance of goods and services; 

 
 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED as follows: 
 

 This RESOLUTION shall be known and may be cited as the Cooperative Pricing Resolution of 
the Park Ridge Board of Education 
 
 Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5), the Business Adminstrator is hereby 
authorized to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with the Lead Agency. 

 
 The Lead Agency shall be responsible for complying with the provisions of the Local Public 
Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 et seq.) and all other provisions of the revised statutes of the 
State of New Jersey. 

 
 This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage. 
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F15. WHEREAS the Park Ridge Board of Education had applied for and was approved for a ROD 

grant for the project titled HVAC System upgrades – West Ridge Elementary School, NJSDA 
project number 3940-070-23-G5PO in the amount of $134,560; and 

 
WHEREAS the Board is desirous of “Authorizing execution and delivery of the Grant 

Agreement” in accordance with directions outlined in the Grant agreement; 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Park Ridge Board of Education directs the   

Business Administrator to execute and provide all necessary documents to the New Jersey 

Schools Development Authority. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F16. WHEREAS the Park Ridge Board of Education (the Board) is desirous of moving forward with 

the project titled HVAC System upgrades – West Ridge Elementary School, NJSDA project 
number 3940-070-23-G5PO in the amount of $134,560; and 

 
WHEREAS the Board has identified the School Business Administrator as the person who will 

be responsible for the supervision of the grant project,  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby designates the “Delegation of 

Authority to School Business Administrator for supervision of the School Facilities Project.”   

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F17. WHEREAS the Park Ridge Board of Education had applied for and was approved for a ROD 

grant for the project titled HVAC System upgrades – East Brook Elementary School, NJSDA 
project number 3940-060-23-G5PN in the amount of $200,120; and 

 
WHEREAS the Board is desirous of “Authorizing execution and delivery of the Grant 

Agreement” in accordance with directions outlined in the Grant agreement; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Park Ridge Board of Education directs the Business 

Administrator to execute and provide all necessary documents to the New Jersey Schools 

Development Authority. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
F18. WHEREAS the Park Ridge Board of Education (the Board) is desirous of moving forward with 

the project titled HVAC System upgrades – East Brook Elementary School, NJSDA project 

number 3940-060-23-G5PN in the amount of $200,120; and 

WHEREAS the Board has identified the School Business Administrator as the person who will 

be responsible for the supervision of the grant project,  

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Board hereby designates the “Delegation of 

Authority to School Business Administrator for supervision of the School Facilities Project” 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS RESOLUTIONS 
 
Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken: 
 
BG1. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following payments to Parette Somjen 

Architects for the following projects: “BG1” 

PROJECT NO. PROJECT NAME AMOUNT 

9280 HS Locker Room Addition $5,937.28 
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG2. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Elks, for use of HS Gym as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of School Facilities,” as 
attached.  “BG2” 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG3.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves Change Order #9 to Benard Associates, Inc., in 

the amount of $9,790.00 for repairs of the weight room subfloor and additional work on the 

district drainage connections.  The amount will be deducted from the remaining contingency 

allowance and will not change the overall contract amount.  “BG3” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG4. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves Change Order #7 to Benard Associates, Inc., in 

the amount of $24,918.41 for the installation of a Foundation drain as offset by a credit for 

column covers.  The amount will be deducted from the remaining contingency allowance and 

will not change the overall contract amount.  “BG4” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG5.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Girl Scouts, for use of West Ridge Room #8 on Tuesdays from 8/24/24- 

6/10/25, as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG5” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
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BG6.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Girl Scouts, for use of West Ridge Kindergarten Room, as per Board Policy 

#7510 “Use of School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG6” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG7.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Community Bible Study, for use of HS Classroom 101 on Sundays from October 2024 – 

June 2025, as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG7” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG8. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Men’s Basketball for use of the HS Gym on Sundays from 9/29 – 3/16/2025, as 

per Board Policy #7510 “Use of School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG8” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG9.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Girl Scouts, for use of East Brook Room 13, as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of 

School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG9” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG10.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Girl Scouts, for use of East Brook Room 5, as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of 

School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG10” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG11.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Girl Scouts, for use of West Ridge Room 6, as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of 

School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG11” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG12.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Park Ridge Girl Scouts, for use of West Ridge Room 4, as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of 

School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG12” 
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M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
TABLED 
BG13.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

the Mad Dog NNJ 2029, for use of HS Football field, as per Board Policy #7510 “Use of School 

Facilities,” as attached.  “BG13” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG14.  The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the Use of the Building Facilities Application by 

Recreation Woman’s Volleyball, for use of EB Multipurpose room on Mondays, as per Board 

Policy #7510 “Use of School Facilities,” as attached.  “BG14” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG15. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves payment #13 to Benard Associates, Inc., for work 

on the HS Locker Room Addition, in the amount of $596,799.59. “BG15” 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
BG16. Be it resolved that the Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following Change orders 

(S2.)  to the High School Locker room project, totaling $58,161.21, as follows:  

 

• COR 18: Upper Mech Rm Wall - $28,423.21 

• COR 22: Patch subfloor & VCT - $1,535.00 

• COR 25: Slop Sink Water Lines - $4,818.00 

• COR 26: Replace existing fencing - $23,385.00 

 

Be it further resolved that this cost be added to the project balance.   

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
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PERSONNEL RESOLUTIONS 

Be it resolved, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools in conjunction with the 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary that the following actions be taken: 
 
P1. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appointment of the following substitutes for 

the 2024/25 school year: 
 
 SUBSTITUTE TEACHER    
 Amato, Jennifer    
 Clifford, Richard                          
 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P2. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves and acknowledges the appointments of the 

following, as indicated in the areas and amounts listed, for the 2024/25 school year or as 
indicated:  

                    SCHEDULE “E” APPOINTMENTS: 

NAME POSITION STIPEND 

Brako Bismarck, Mimi E.R.A.S.E. Club Co-Advisor $1,927.00 

Buscareno, Maureen Co-Dramatics Ass’t Director HS  $1,640.50* 

Dow, Christine Co-Dramatics Ass’t Director HS  $1,640.50* 

Gross, Steven G.S.A. Advisor $2,677.00 

O’Brien, Stephanie Homework Club Advisor – WR $4,497.00 

Vallario, Jenna Madrigals $2,677.00 

Vallario, Jenna Women’s Choir Advisor $2,677.00 

Vallario, Jenna Musical Asst. Director $1,758.00 

 *Splitting stipend 
                    SCHEDULE “E” RESCINDS: 

NAME POSITION STIPEND 

O’Brien, Stephanie Homework Club Advisor – WR $2,248.50 

Plucinski, Keith Homework Club Advisor – WR $2,248.50 
 

  APPOINTMENTS FOR 2024/25 YEAR: 

NAME POSITION  RATE STIPEND 

Annese, Nicholas EXTRAS Substitute Teacher $38.50/hr. N/A 

Annese, Nicholas EXTRAS Adult Aide $24.00/hr. N/A 

Driver, Emily EXTRAS Student Aide $16.50/hr. N/A 

Garito, Zachary EXTRAS Student Aide $16.50/hr. N/A 

Hassan, Nadia Substitute Bus Aide $24.03/hr. N/A 

Moran, Francine Substitute Bus Aide $27.85/hr. N/A 

O’Connor, Shannon EXTRAS Teacher $38.50/hr. N/A 

O’Connor, Shannon EXTRAS Adult Aide $24.00/hr. N/A 

Plucinski, Keith ELL K-2, ELL 3-6 2 x Full Year Course $2898.00 

Reiff, Lynn Bus Aide $28.99/hr.  N/A 

Rosado, Gladys Substitute Bus Aide $28.99/hr. N/A 
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 RESCINDS FOR 2024/25 YEAR: 

NAME POSITION  RATE STIPEND 

Misciagna, Desiree ELL K-2, ELL 3-6 Curriculum Writing 2 x Full Year Course $2898.00 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P3. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the reimbursement of anticipated 

conference/seminar expenses for the following staff members for the 2024/25 school year:    
 

 
NAME 

REASON/LOCATION FOR 
CONFERENCE/SEMINAR 

 
DATE 

AMOUNT(S) 
NOT TO EXCEED 

Lynn, Raina Art Educators of NJ 
Princeton, NJ 

10/17/2024 $250.00 

Perez, Krysten NJ International Dyslexia Assoc. 
Somerset, NJ 

10/18/2024 $225.00 

Perez, Krysten NJ Assoc. of Learning Consultants 
East Windsor, NJ 

10/25/2024 $165.00 

Russo, Theresa Art Educators of NJ 
Princeton, NJ 

10/17/2024 $250.00 

Tashian, Dave NJPSA/FEA 
Atlantic City, NJ  

10/16-10/17-2024 $675.00 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P4. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves additional hours for the following staff 

member for the summer 2024/25:   
 

Staff Member Rate Time Assignment 

Rosado, Gladys $28.99/hr. 7:30 a.m.- 7:45 a.m. daily Morning Duty 1:1 Paraprofessional 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P5. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the corrected placement on the salary guide for 

Samantha Caminneci, on Step 2 of the MA Guide, at an annual salary of $66,085.00, for the 

2024-25 school year. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P6. The Park Ridge Board of Education accepts the resignation of Robert Andresen, HS Social 

Studies Teacher, effective October 25, 2024. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 

http://www.parkridge.k12.nj.us/


 MO 092324  

www.parkridge.k12.nj.us 19  

P7. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the following staff members for an additional 
 stipend for teaching a 6th period, effective September 19, 2024, through October 31, 2024, or 

sooner:  
 

STAFF MEMBER ASSIGNMENT STIPEND 

Awais, Muhammad Period 9/10 Geometry $3,436.53 

Caine, Dana Period 1/2 AP Statistics $3,391.53 

Mullen, Erin Period 11/12 College Prep Math w/ Statistics $2,450.10 

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P8. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves Stacy Casatelli as the District Title IX Coordinator, 

for the 2024-25 school year.  

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P9. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appointment of Joshua Lim as district Data 

Systems Analyst leave replacement for the 2024-25 school year, on Step 1 of the 12-month 

Secretarial Guide, at an annual salary of $54,868.00, prorated to his start date. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P10. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the appointment of John O’Hanlon as HS Social 

Studies teacher for the 2024-25 school year, on Step 9 of the MA+30 Guide, at an annual 

salary of $80,247.00, prorated to his start date of 11/25/24 or sooner. 

M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
 
P11. The Park Ridge Board of Education approves the payment of $1,250.00 to both Martina 

McGee and Heather Wall for their participation in the fall 2024 volleyball clinic.  The amount 
is funded through the proceeds collected to run the clinic.   

 
M:      S: 
RF   JP    DB   JB   RB   NA   AW 
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