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KEY

TIMING & SCORING
2h 
14m

Overall 
Time

2h
55m

Overall 
Time

Time per Question 60s

Math

52s

Science

52s

Reading

36s

English

95s

Math

71s

Reading & Writing

VS

Reading &
Writing

(baseline module)

(adaptive module -
easier or harder)

Reading&
Writing

Math
(baseline module)

Math
(adaptive module -
easier or harder)

200 - 800
points

200 - 800
points

Reading

English

Math

Science*

1-36

1-36

1-36

1-36

32m 35m

45m

60m

35m

32m

35m

35m

WEEKSDAYS

TOTAL POINTS 400 - 1600 TOTAL POINTS 1 - 36

Digital, adaptive

More time per question

Short, single-question reading passages

Scores back in about 2 weeks

Differences

Paper, fixed format

Faster paced

Longer reading passages

Scores back in 2 to 3 weeks

DIGITAL

(866) 789-PREP (7737)
https://www.applerouth.com/events/practice-tests



Total Time

70 minutes

SAT 60 minutes
ACT

Number of Questions

44
SAT

SAT

60
ACT

ACT

Question Difficulty

Time Per Question

95s

Module 1

Module 2

MATH

Algebra Focus
The SAT has a much greater emphasis on Algebra, as well as 
Data Analysis questions that ask you to incorporate 
information from tables and charts into your calculations. In 
contrast, the ACT focuses more on Geometry and Pre-Algebra. 

Calculators are allowed 
throughout the Math sections 
on both the digital SAT and ACT The Digital SAT testing platform 

has a built-in Desmos graphing 
calulator.

The SAT provides a reference 
of common formulas in the 
testing application.

The ACT does not provide 
formulas for reference.

Formulas

SAT

ACT

The digital SAT Math modules include 
44 questions total. About 25% of 
these are student-produced response 
questions (i.e., grid-in), and the rest 
are multiple-choice.

70%

32%

Module 2 will be 
more difficult if you 
perform well on 
Module 1.

Math section goes from easy to hard.

ACT 60s

SAT

(866) 789-PREP (7737).https://www.applerouth.com/events/practice-tests



30 - 100 300 - 500

• Prose Fiction
• Social Science

• Humanities
• Natural Science

• Literature
• History

• Social Science
Number of Reading Passages

Topics Covered

Distribution of topics varies. Easier adaptive modules 
tend to focus on literature; harder adaptove modules 
tend to focus on humanities.

ACT Reading passage topics are consistent and 
appear in the same order on each test.

comparison

• Poetry
• Nat. Science

1 question per passage

10 questions
per passage

25-29

4

• Humanities

SAT

Yes, 3 to 5 Command 
of Evidence questions 

use graphs.

ACT

No, only on the 
Science section

Graphs and Charts?
Do the Reading/Writing/English sections have

Reading

Writing/English

Avg words per passage
Passage Length

SAT ACT
50 - 150 600 - 800

READING/WRITING/ENGLISH

SAT

ACT

(866) 789-PREP (7737).https://www.applerouth.com/events/practice-tests

80 minutes
ACT 64 minutes

SAT

Reading &
Writing

Reading &
English

Number of Questions

54
SAT

SAT

SAT

115
ACT ACT

ACT
Time Per Question

Vocabulary
What percentage of questions test vocabulary?

71s

36s
53s

19%

8%
3%ENGLISH

READING & WRITING

READING

READING
ENGLISH

READING & WRITING
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CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026
GOOGLE CLASSROOMGOOGLE CLASSROOM

Scholarship Information
College/Career Exploration
Application Assistance
Financial Aid Assistance
College Visits to MCHS
Part-time Job Opportunities
and MORE!!

Mrs. Kelli Vanderpool
College & Career Specialist

Join our Google Classroom



College and CareerCollege and Career
Parent SquareParent Square

Don't miss out on scholarshipDon't miss out on scholarship
info, college/military visits andinfo, college/military visits and

more!more!

be in the know for info yourbe in the know for info your
students are getting!students are getting!

https://www.parentsquare.com/groups/join/q5skcidvd9

https://www.parentsquare.com/groups/join/q5skcidvd9


NAVIANCE
Naviance helps students reach their

goals by developing skills critical
for college, career and life.

All students have an
account accessible

through eClass

Tons of College & Scholarship Info



Career Assessments
Not sure what youNot sure what you

want to do withwant to do with
your life?your life?    Try anTry an

assessment ...assessment ...

www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip

Check out the options in your Naviance Account
Go into your eClass account .. select Naviance

under Additional Resources ... Select Self
Discovery to explore assessments ... Select

Careers for career information

www.careeronestop.org
www.gafutures.org/career-exploration/

Additional Career SitesAdditional Career Sites

http://www.mynextmove.org/explore/ip
http://www.careeronestop.org/
http://www.gafutures.org/career-exploration/


P
Fast job growth   P

Above average wages   P
At least 100 expected annual job openings

Careers to 2030
Georgia’s 

The careers in this chart have it all!

https://explorer.gdol.ga.gov/gsipub/index.asp?docid=356
Georgia Department of Labor, Workforce Statistics Division
Equal Opportunity Employer/Program • Auxiliary Aids and Services Available upon Request to Individuals with Disabilities

,Doctoral or professional degree							     

Health Specialties Teachers, Postsec	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 $127,300	 690

Lawyers	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l			   l			   l		  l	 l	 l	 $145,900	 1,470

Medical Scientists, Except Epidemiologists	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l		  l	 l		  l		  m	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $78,800	 210

Nursing Instructors & Teachers, Postsec	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 $75,000	 120

Physical Therapists	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 $92,500	 480

Veterinarians	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m		  $99,700	 130

Master’s degree				  

Nurse Practitioners	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $110,500	 1,250

Occupational Therapists	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 $92,500	 270

Physician Assistants	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l		  l	 l		  l	 m	 l	 $108,400	 520

Speech-Language Pathologists	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 l			   l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $81,300	 400

Bachelor’s degree					   

Accountants & Auditors	 l	 l		  l	 l	 m	 l	 l			   l		  l			   l	 l	 l	 $86,800	 3,940

Art Directors	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l		  l	 m			   l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $109,000	 230

Camera Operators, TV, Video, & Motion Picture	 l	 l		  m	 l		  l		  l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  m	 m	 m	 l	 $60,200	 200

Commercial & Industrial Designers	 m	 l		  m	 l		  l	 l			   l		  l	 l		  l	 m	 l	 $60,800	 110

Construction Managers	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l			   l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $96,800	 1,100

Environmental Scientists & Specialists, Including Health	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l			   l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $78,600	 260

Film & Video Editors	 l	 l		  m	 l		  l	 l			   l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $78,600	 160

Financial Examiners	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  m	 m		  $96,000	 110

Financial Managers	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $148,300	 1,940

General & Operations Managers	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $118,400	 8,060

Human Resources Specialists	 m	 l	 m	 m	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l			   l	 l	 l	 $65,300	 2,430

Industrial Engineers	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $90,400	 670

Interpreters & Translators	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l		  l		  l	 l		  m		  l	 $60,800	 310

Loan Officers	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l			   l		  l			   l	 l	 l	 $89,700	 1,070

Logisticians	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $71,200	 1,120

Management Analysts	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $99,200	 2,350

Market Research Analysts & Marketing Spec	 l	 l		  l	 m		  l	 l			   l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $72,000	 2,750

Multimedia Artists & Animators	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  m			   l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $67,400	 320

Operations Research Analysts	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l			   l		  l			   l	 l	 l	 $74,200	 350

Bruce Thompson, Commissioner
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Skills and Abilities
	advanced skills required	   moderate skills required

Work Activities
	frequently found		    occasionally found

 
         jobs have faster than state annual average job 
growth, above the state annual average wage, and have 
at least 100 annual openings.



Careers to 2030
Georgia’s 

For more information, please contact Workforce Statistics Division at (404) 232-3875 • Fax (404) 232-3888 

Email: Workforce_Info@gdol.ga.gov 

@Note: This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. 
The product was created by the Georgia Department of Labor and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of 
Labor. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created it. Internal use by an organization and/or personal use by an individual for 
non-commercial purposes is permissible. All other uses require the prior authorization of the copyright owner.

P
Fast job growth   P

Above average wages   P
At least 100 expected annual job openings

Bachelor’s degree continued					   

Personal Financial Advisors	 m	 l		  l	 l		  l	 m	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $113,700	 740

Producers & Directors	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l			   l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $93,200	 650

Registered Nurses	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 $74,400	 5,470

Securities, Commodities, & Financial Svcs Sales Agents	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l		  m	 l		  l			   l	 l	 l	 $89,800	 1,300

Social & Community Service Managers	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l		  l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l			   l	 l	 l	 $71,500	 430

Training & Development Specialists	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $69,000	 1,250

Writers & Authors	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l			   l		  l				    l	 l	 $70,800	 330

Associate’s degree					   

Cardiovascular Technologists & Technicians	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l			   m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m		  $64,100	 130

Diagnostic Medical Sonographers	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m		  l	 l	 l	 $63,500	 260

Magnetic Resonance Imaging Technologists	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 $73,700	 160

Occupational Therapy Assistants	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 $69,800	 240

Paralegals & Legal Assistants	 m	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l			   l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  $56,300	 1,600

Physical Therapist Assistants	 m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m	 l	 $61,400	 540

Radiologic Technologists	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m	 l	 $60,500	 490

Respiratory Therapists	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l		  l	 l	 l	 l		  $59,000	 390

Postsecondary non-degree award							     

Tool and Die Makers	 l	 l		  m	 l	 l	 l	 m		  m		  l	 l	 l	 m		  m	 l	 $58,500	 120

Some college, no degree						    

Actors	 m			   l	 l			   m			   l			   l	 l		  m	 l	 $72,900	 340

High school diploma or equivalent							     

Chefs & Head Cooks	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 $62,300	 360

Flight Attendants	 m	 l	 m	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m	 l			   m		  l	 l	 l	 l		  $61,900	 1,220

Food Service Managers	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 l	 m		  l	 m		  l		  $61,000	 1,810

Industrial Machinery Mechanics	 l	 l		  m	 l	 l	 l	 m				    l		  l	 l		  m		  $55,600	 1,560

Lodging Managers	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l		  l	 l	 l	 m	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $60,900	 230

Media & Communication Workers, All Other	 m	 l	 l	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $67,500	 110

Private Detectives & Investigators	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l			   l		  l			   l	 l	 l	 $64,300	 110

Tax Preparers	 l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l		  l	 l		  l			   l	 l		  $55,500	 250

Transportation, Storage, & Distribution Managers	 l	 l	 l	 m	 l			   l		  l	 l	 m	 l	 l		  l	 l	 l	 $113,500	 480

The careers in this chart have it all!
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         jobs have faster than state annual average job 
growth, above the state annual average wage, and have 
at least 100 annual openings.



Career exploration is a top priority of students, regardless of their pathway after high school. BigFuture® offers all students 
free, personalized tools to find careers and the education they need to reach them.

© 2023 College Board. College Board, BigFuture, SAT, and the acorn logo are registered trademarks of College Board. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. MAR-4548

EXPLORE CAREERS

3 Steps for Students 
to Find Their Career 
Path on BigFuture  

JFF’s expertise backs BigFuture’s 
career resources including the 
Multiple Pathways Hub which shows 
students a range of education and 
training options for after high school 
through articles and videos.

Lightcast’s up-to-date labor 
market data powers Career 
Clusters, helping students 
discover jobs that require 
similar knowledge and skills.

BUILT ON PARTNERSHIPS

1 Connect Students to Career Possibilities: https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/career-insights

Learn more at bigfuture.org. 

For Caring Adults

1. Take a Career Quiz. 
Get Personalized Career 

Recommendations.
Students can take a 10-minute career 

quiz about their interests and get 
matched to a list of 30 potential 

careers to explore. 

2. Explore Over 1,000  
Career Profiles Matched To 

Interests And Skills.
Students can access detailed state and 
national information about income, job 
growth, and  common education level. 

BigFuture also shows students how their 
math, reading, and writing skills measured 

by the SAT® Suite of Assessments 
connect to career readiness1.

3. Start a Career List.  
Qualify For $40K.

Students can save careers to their 
list to keep track of their interests. 

10th and 11th graders qualify 
for $500 and $40,000 BigFuture 

Scholarships when they save three 
or more careers.

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/multiple-pathways-to-success
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/career-clusters
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/explore-careers/career-clusters
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/career-insights
http://bigfuture.org




ROTC & MILITARY
INFORMATION
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Technical Programs in Georgia
600+ PROGRAMS

Programs in the following fields:
Business
Cyber & Related fields
Engineering Technology
Film
Healthcare & Nursing

Industrial Technologies
Personal & Public Service
Technologies
Public Safety
Transportation &
Logistics

22 Technical Colleges on 88 Campuses

Learn More & Apply
Visit This
Website:

w w w . t c s g . e d u



LEARN MORE AT
TCSG.EDU

COLLEGE PROGRAMS in
HIGH-DEMAND FIELDS 
The Technical College System of Georgia

AFFORDABLE TUITION

A TCSG education costs approximately

$3,200. Students who receive a HOPE Grant

pay about $1,200 per year.

FREE TUITION

When you chose one of 17 high-demand

programs, 100% of your tuition can be covered

with Georgia’s HOPE Career Grant.

600 PROGRAMS

TCSG offers 600 programs including computer

technology criminal justice, health sciences,

nursing, culinary arts, construction

management, and many more.

99% PLACEMENT RATE

Right after graduation, 99% of students land a

job or successfully transfer.

SMOOTH TRANSFERS

TCSG makes it easy to transfer to other

schools in Georgia including 4-year

universities.

CONVENIENT 

TCSG has 88 locations and online classes.



There are seven top technical schools

close to home!

100% FUNDED PROGRAMS

Automotive Technology

Aviation Technology

Certified Engineer Assistant

Commercial Truck Driving

Computer Programming

Computer Technology

Construction

Diesel Equipment Technology

Early Childhood Care and Education

Electrical Lineman Technology

Health Science

Industrial Maintenance

Logistics/Transportation

Movie Production/ Set Design

Practical Nursing

Precision Manufacturing

Welding and Joining Technology

Earn the HOPE Career Grant & start your

career for free!

CREATIVE PROGRAMS
Interior Design

Gaming

Film

Drafting/GIS

Cosmetology

Culinary Arts

Photography

APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS

Industrial Systems Technology

Industrial Maintenance Technician

Mechatronics Technician

Machine Tool Technology

CNC machine Tool Operator

Electrical System Technology

Electrical Controls Technician

Instrumentation Technician

Work full-time in your field while earning your

degree!



Technical College 
VS

Apprenticeship



AUTOMOTIVE
ARTS & SCIENCES
BUSINESS & FINANCE
COMPUTER SCIENCE
CONSTRUCTION
COSMETOLOGY
CULINARY & HOTEL,
RESTAURANT, &
TOURISM
DENTAL
ASSISTANCE

EDUCATION
GA FILM ACADEMY
HEALTH SCIENCES
HORTICULTURE
MARKETING
NURSING
PUBLIC SAFETY &
SERVICE
VETERINARY
TECHNOLOGY
VISUAL ARTS & DESIGN
WELDING

SOME OF GWINNETT
TECH’S PROGRAMS

CAN USE THE HOPE GRANT
 (NO GPA REQUIREMENTS) FOR DIPLOMA &

CERTIFICATION PROGRAMS
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Questions To Ask 
During Your College 
Search 

Tips for Involved Parents and Students 
Before you jump into looking at colleges, you must first begin by thinking about yourself and what you want 
from your college experience. Here are some questions to ask as you develop a college profile for your search:  

Take a look at yourself (and be honest). 
 What are your personal strengths and qualities of character? Are you independent, resourceful, creative, 

motivated, etc.?  
 What kind of academic record do you have?  
 Do you work to your potential or work to get by?  
 Based on your answers, what level of challenge is realistic for you? 
 Do you have any particular careers in mind?  

Take a look at your finances. 
 Do financial limitations affect your choice of college? Keep in mind that scholarships and financial aid may be 

available. Based on information that you provide about your family’s finances, the college will decide if you qualify 
for financial assistance.  

 If you qualify for financial aid, how much debt can you reasonably handle after graduation based on your intended 
career plans? 

 Will your family be able to help financially? Have a serious discussion with your family about finances and 
everyone’s expectations.  

 Will you need to work to pay for college? If so, what options will you have and what kind of class load will you be 
able to handle? If you can only take a part-time load (fewer than 12 hours), be aware that you may not be eligible 
for some financial aid and scholarships and it will take longer to complete your degree.  

Take a look at your preferences.
 Do you want to commute from home, live on campus, or live on your own near campus?  
 Do you want to attend college in a city or a small town?  
 In what region of the country would you like to attend college?  
 Is it important to you to be close to home or will you be coming home just for holidays and breaks?  
 What size college appeals to you? How big is too big? How small is too small?  
 Would you prefer a single-gender or co-ed college?  
 Do schools you’re looking at have any rules or regulations of which you need to be aware? Can you handle them 

for four years?  
 Do you want to participate in extracurricular activities? What activities are must-haves?  
 Do you want an athletic program? Will it not feel like college to you if the school doesn’t have a winning football 

or basketball program?  
 Do you need a gym, a swimming pool, or other recreational amenities?   
 Do you want a strong creative arts program?  
 Do you want an academically challenging program?  
 Does the college offer your desired major?  
 Do special programs, internships, work programs, study abroad options interest you?  
 Do you want to join a sorority or fraternity? If not, does Greek life dominate the social scene?  
 Do you want a campus that’s highly social, one that’s pretty focused on academics, or something in between? 



  
 

TIPS: Questions to ask during the college search (Continued)  
 
Take a look at factors for each school.  
 What will it cost?  
 Where is it located?  
 What scores, GPA, etc., are required for admissions?  
 What percentage of applicants are admitted?  
 What percentage of freshman receive financial aid?  
 What is the school’s reputation for academics?  
 What are the strongest programs or departments?  
 Does the school have my likely major? Is the program well regarded?  
 Will the school accept my AP/IB classes for credit?  
 What is the average class size for underclassmen? For upperclassmen?  
 Does the school offer additional programs (study abroad, internships, etc.) that are important to me?  
 What percentage of graduates are in graduate school or have a job within six months of graduation?  
 What is campus life like?  
 Is it a commuter school where most students live at home or live nearby and go home on weekends?  
 What are options for housing? (on-campus: single-gender dorms, co-ed dorms, apartment-style dorms; off-

campus: apartment, condo, house, co-op.  
 
Finalize your college search and selection  

After considering these questions and developing a profile of what’s important to you in a college, start assembling 
a list of schools to consider. Talk to your counselor, your advisor, and your family to decide which schools offer you 
a good shot at admissions, are a good fit academically, and are possible with your family finances/financial aid 
options. Narrow your list to a handful of schools you could definitely get into, schools that you’d probably get into, 
and schools you would like to get into. Decide how many schools from each category you’ll apply to and develop a 
plan, noting deadlines, required materials, and application costs. Remember to budget how much you can afford for 
application submissions.  

Colleges/universities where you feel you could definitely get in (Safety Schools). I’m at the high end academically 
for admitted students at…________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Colleges/universities where you probably would be admitted (Reach Schools). I’m in the middle academically so I 
feel pretty good about my chances at…_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Colleges/universities where you would like to be admitted (Dream Schools). These schools would be an academic 
stretch for me, but I’d like to try to go 
to…__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Take a final look at your schools to make sure they meet your career plans. Make sure you meet the schools’ 
admissions requirements (GPA, exam scores, etc.). For schools that made the cut, find an application online or 
contact the college to request an application. Be aware of deadlines, required fees, etc. (Note: Some schools offer 
free or discounted fees if you complete your application online.) Make sure your application is complete before the 
deadline, including the submission of letters of recommendation, transcripts, and other required materials.  
 

 
Sources:  Counselors Marcia Arnold of Mill Creek High and William Blair of Meadowcreek High  
A publication of Gwinnett County Public Schools • 437 Old Peachtree Road, NW, Suwanee, GA 30024-2978 • 678-301-6000 • www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us 
  

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/
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Public and Private Colleges
Public colleges are funded by local and state governments and
usually offer lower tuition rates than private colleges, especially
for students who are residents of the state where a college is
located.
Private colleges rely on tuition, fees, and non-government funding
sources. Generous financial aid packages for students are often
available thanks to private donations.

Four-year and two-year colleges
Four-year institutions are referred to as undergraduate colleges.
Four-year colleges specifically offer bachelor's degree programs.
These include universities and liberal arts colleges.
Two-year colleges offer certificate programs that can be
completed in under two years. They also offer two-year associate
degrees. These include community colleges, vocational-technical
colleges, and career colleges.

Liberal Arts Colleges
These institutions offer numerous courses in liberal arts in areas
such as literature, history, languages, mathematics, and life
sciences. 
Most of these institutions are private and offer four-year
bachelor's degree programs.
 These colleges prepare students for a multiplicity of careers as
well as graduate studies

Universities
Universities are larger institutions that offer a wider variety of
academic majors and degree options. These schools provide
bachelor's, master's, and doctoral degrees. 
Most universities contain several smaller colleges, such as colleges
of education, engineering, or health sciences. These colleges can
prepare you for a wide range of careers or for graduate study

COLLEGE TYPES‌the Basics‌the Basics‌



Community Colleges
Community colleges offer two-year associate degrees that
prepare undergraduates for four-year institutions offering
bachelor programs. 
They also provide career-specific associate degrees and
certificates. Community colleges are an affordable option because
of their low tuition costs. 

For-Profit Colleges
For-profit institutions are businesses that typically offer career
training. Although these colleges offer a variety of degree
programs, it's wise to exercise caution when applying to a for-
profit school. 
The degree programs often come at a higher cost, meaning
students graduate with more debt. 
Credits earned may not transfer to other colleges so be sure to
check with the admissions office at each institution.

What is the difference between a college and a university?
A college is a smaller school that may offer a wide variety of
educational programs or more focused specializations for those
seeking undergraduate degrees. Standing alone or as part of a
larger institution, a college is often a private institution with a
lower student population and smaller class sizes. 
A university is a larger school offering both undergraduate and
graduate-level degrees. 
Because they’re a component of a university's doctoral programs,
such institutions also serve as research facilities for educational
advancement.

Vocational-Technical and Career Colleges
Vocational-technical and career colleges offer specialized
training in a particular industry or career. 
Areas of study include the culinary arts, firefighting, dental
hygiene, and medical-records technology. 
These colleges usually offer students certificates or associate
degree programs.



Academics: 
What is the reputation of the department you plan to major in? 
What is the average class size for introductory courses in your major? 
How accessible are professors outside of class? 
What are the options for study abroad programs within your major? 
Do you offer any unique research opportunities for undergraduate students? 

Campus Life: 
What is the student-to-faculty ratio? 
How would you describe the overall campus atmosphere? 
What are the most popular student clubs and organizations? 
How easy is it to get around campus? 
What are the dining options on campus? 

Housing: 
What are the different housing options available for first-year students? 
Do most students live on campus? 
What is the process for choosing roommates? 

Admissions and Financial Aid: 
What are the average GPA and standardized test scores for admitted students? 
What types of scholarships are available, and how do I apply? 
How does the financial aid process work? 
What is the average student debt upon graduation? 

Student Support: 
What academic support services are offered (tutoring, advising)? 
How does the university address student mental health concerns? 
Are there resources available for students with disabilities? 

Local Community: 
What is the surrounding area like? 
What are popular things to do off-campus on weekends? 

Specific to Your Interests: 
For athletes: What are the athletic teams and competitive levels? 
For creative students: Are there dedicated studios and performance spaces available? 
For future career goals: What internship opportunities are available in your field? 

Questions for Parents to Ask:
What is college campus safety like? Can students request escorts to their dorms late at
night? Are there emergency call boxes throughout campus? What kind of training do
campus security personnel receive?
What security measures are in place in the dormitories? How is access to the dorms
controlled?
Can students have overnight guests? Are there rules about visitation by members of
the opposite sex? Are there any single-sex dorms? How about substance-free dorms?
What academic and emotional support systems are available to students? Do you have
a counseling center? Is there tutoring help available?
What medical services are available on campus? Where is the nearest hospital? How are
students billed for medical services? Is student health insurance available?

30 College Visit Questions30 College Visit Questions
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College 
Admission Glossary 
What’s a transcript? What’s the difference between early action and 
early decision? When applying to college, you are bound to come across 
unfamiliar terms. This glossary can help you make sense of all the 
information you’re sorting through.
ACT
A standardized college admission test that features four 
main sections: English, math, reading, and science—and 
an optional essay section.

Admission Tests 
Also known as college entrance exams, these tests are 
designed to measure students’ skills and help colleges 
determine if students are ready for college-level 
work. The ACT and the College Board’s SAT® are two 
standardized admission tests used in the United States. 
The word “standardized” means that the test measures 
the same thing in the same way for everyone who takes it. 
Visit bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/testing/which-
college-admission-tests-do-i-need-to-take. 

Class Rank
A measurement of how your academic achievement 
compares with that of other students in your grade. This 
number is usually determined by using a weighted GPA 
that takes into account both your grades and the 
difficulty of the courses you’ve taken.

College Application Essay
An essay that a college requires students to write and 
submit as part of their applications. Some colleges 
require applicants to answer specific questions, while 
others simply ask them to write about themselves. 
Colleges may refer to this as a “personal statement.”  
Visit https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/
essays.

College Credit
What you get when you successfully complete a  
college-level course. You need a certain number of 
credits to graduate with a degree. Colleges may also 
grant credit for scores on exams, such as those  offered 
by the College Board’s AP Program and CLEP®.  Visit 
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/testing/
learn-about-the-ap-program. 

Common Application
A standard application form accepted by all colleges that 
are members of the Common Application association. 
You can fill out this application once and submit it to any 
one—or several—of the nearly 700 colleges that accept 
it. For more information, visit: commonapp.org

Deferred Admission
Permission from a college that has accepted you to 
postpone enrolling in the college. The postponement is 
usually for up to one year.

Early Action (EA)
An option to submit your applications before the regular 
deadlines. When you apply early action, you get 
admission decisions from colleges earlier than usual. 
Early action plans aren’t binding, which means that you 
don’t have to enroll in a college if you are accepted early 
action. Some colleges have an early action option called 
EA II, which has a later application deadline than their 
regular EA plan. Visit http://
bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/applying-101/the-
facts-about-applying-early-is-it-right-for-you.

Early Decision (ED) 
An option to submit an application to your first-choice 
college before the regular deadline. When you apply 
early decision, you get an admission decision earlier 
than usual. Early decision plans are binding. You agree to 
enroll in the college immediately if admitted and offered 
a financial aid package that meets your needs. Some 
colleges have an early decision option called ED II, which 
has a later application deadline than their regular ED 
plan. Visit http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/
applying-101/the-facts-about-applying-early-is-it-
right-for-you. 

Financial Aid 
Money given or loaned to you to help pay for college. 
Financial aid can come from federal and state 
governments, colleges, and private organizations. Visit 
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/
financial-aid-101/financial-aid-can-help-you-afford-
college.

http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/testing/which-college-admission-tests-do-i-need-to-take
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/testing/which-college-admission-tests-do-i-need-to-take
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/essays
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/testing/learn-about-the-ap-program
http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/testing/learn-about-the-ap-program


Grade Point Average (GPA)
A number that shows overall academic performance. It’s 
computed by assigning a point value to each grade you 
earn. See also Weighted Grade Point Average.

Open Admission
A policy of accepting any high school graduate, no matter 
what their grades are, until all spaces in the incoming 
class are filled. Almost all two-year community colleges 
have an open-admission policy. However, a college with 
a general open-admission policy may have admission 
requirements for certain programs.

Placement Tests
Tests that measure the academic skills needed for 
college-level work. These tests cover reading, writing, 
math, and sometimes other subjects. Placement test 
results help determine what courses you are ready for 
and whether you would benefit from remedial classes. 
Visit http://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-started/
inside-the-classroom/get-college-ready-now.

Priority Date or Deadline
The date by which your application—whether it’s for 
college admission, student housing, or financial aid—
must be received to be given the strongest consideration.

Registrar
The college official who registers students. The registrar 
may also be responsible for keeping permanent records 
and maintaining your student file.

Rolling Admission
An admission policy of considering each application as 
soon as all required information (such as high school 
records and test scores) has been received, rather than 
setting an application deadline and reviewing applications 
in a batch. Colleges that use a rolling admission policy 
usually notify applicants of admission decisions quickly.

SAT
The College Board’s standardized college admission test. 
It features three main sections: math, reading, and writing 
and language, including an optional written essay. 
For more information, visit: sat.org 

SAT Subject Tests 
Hour-long, content-based college admission tests that 
allow you to showcase achievement in specific subject 
areas: English, history, math, science, and languages. 
Some colleges use SAT Subject Tests™ to place 
students into the appropriate courses as well as to make 
admission decisions. Based on your performance on the 
test(s), you could potentially fulfill basic requirements or 
earn credit for introductory-level courses. 
For more information, visit: satsubjecttests.org  

Transcript
The official record of your coursework at a school or 
college. Your high school transcript is usually required for 
college admission and for some financial aid packages.

Transfer Student
A student who enrolls in a college after having attended 
another college.

Undergraduate
A college student who is working toward an associate or 
a bachelor’s degree.

Waitlist
The list of applicants who may be admitted to a college if 
space becomes available. Colleges wait to hear if all the 
students they accepted decide to attend. If students 
don’t enroll and there are empty spots, a college may fill 
them with students who are on the waitlist. Visit 
bigfuture.collegeboard.org/get-in/making-a-decision/
what-to-do-if-youre-wait-listed.

Weighted Grade Point Average (GPA)
A grade point average that’s calculated using a system 
that assigns a higher point value to grades in more 
difficult classes. For example, some high schools assign 
the value of 5.0 (instead of the standard 4.0) for an A 
earned in an AP class. Visit http://pages.collegeboard. 
org/how-to-convert-gpa-4.0-scale.



At the beginning of your SENIOR YEAR create your Common App account ...
Don’t create account until the 2024-2025 application is available ... Agree to
all terms & conditions
Last item will ask you to agree to enable Naviance to access certain info from
your Common App ... click I Agree ... click Connect
Log into eClass.  Find Naviance under Additional Resources 
Go to COLLEGES at the top of the home screen.

Click on COLLEGES I'M APPLYING TO (top menu or on the side) and add
colleges to your list.  This is the only way for your counselor to see your
colleges and submit your documents.

Click on MATCH ACCOUNTS (in pink strip across top of the screen).

Common App and Naviance accounts are now connected. but you still need to
COMPLETE YOUR FERPA WAIVER. Agree to all terms and conditions ... agree
to waive your right to privacy.

You should now have GREEN checks on your Naviance account.

What your Naviance account looks like and what it looks like on your
counselor's page:

Applying for Colleges
During Your Senior Year



Do you even need one?  Many colleges do not require a recommendation
letter.  CHECK requirements before asking a teacher.  
If required, colleges prefer letters from teachers.  They want to know how
you preform in the classroom - not always a letter from your counselor.
Communicate with your recommender before submitting a request - don’t
just assume they will say yes.
Complete the Brag Sheet to help those writing a recommendation letter to
make it the best one possible! You will need to share information about
yourself, your activities, plans for the future, experiences. etc.
Click on your initials at the top corner of your Naviance page -- select
SURVEYS FROM YOUR SCHOOL.

Click MC SENIOR BRAG SHEET FOR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION.  

Save your answers often ... The survey doesn't automatically save your
progress and will time out after about 15-20 minutes.  You can return to the
survey as often as needed.  Tip:  Type your answers in another document
and paste your answers into the survey.
Only answer questions that apply to you ... you do not have to answer all 24
questions if they don’t apply to you.  The first 6 are mandatory ... but for the
remaining questions, select the ones you feel will help your recommender
write the best letter possible.
Now you need to submit your request to your recommender.  Click on
COLLEGES then LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION

Type in your teachers' name(s) and submit a request.

College Recommendation Letters
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GA Colleges & Universit iesGA Colleges & Universit ies

INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED AS A GUIDELINE WITH APPROXIMATE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, TUITION COSTS, AND COSTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD. 



INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED AS A GUIDELINE WITH APPROXIMATE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, TUITION COSTS, AND COSTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD. 

GA Colleges & Universities - cont.GA Colleges & Universities - cont.



GPA: 4.06-4.33 (4.19
average)
SAT:  1270-1470 average
ACT: 29-34 average
AP Courses: 8 – 13 courses,
average of 10+
Students Applied: 43,700+
Students Admitted: 15,340+
Students Enrolled: 6,150+
Enrollment: 57% female,
43% male
Tuition: $10,034 (two
semesters)
Bottom Line (tuition, room,
board, fees, living exp.,
misc. costs): 
OnCampus: $28,862 Total
Per Year
Good website for UGA
admission info:
www.admissions.uga.edu/myths

GPA:  4.1 average

SAT:  1410 average

ACT:  32 average

AP Courses: 7 – 13 

Students Applied: 50,601

Non-GA Admit Rate: 13%

Georgia Admit Rate: 35%

Enrollment: 43% female, 57%

male

Tuition: $10,258 (two

semesters)

Bottom Line (tuition, room,

board, fees, living exp., misc.

costs):   $24,106 Total Per

Year                      

Good website for Georgia

Tech admission info:

www.admission.gatech.edu

INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED AS A GUIDELINE WITH APPROXIMATE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, TUITION COSTS, AND COSTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD. 



INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED AS A GUIDELINE WITH APPROXIMATE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, TUITION COSTS, AND COSTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD. 

HBCUs in GA & the Southeast USHBCUs in GA & the Southeast US



SEC & ACC Out of State SchoolsSEC & ACC Out of State Schools

INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED AS A GUIDELINE WITH APPROXIMATE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, TUITION COSTS, AND COSTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD. 



INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED AS A GUIDELINE WITH APPROXIMATE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, TUITION COSTS, AND COSTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD. 

SEC & ACC Out of State Schools - cont.SEC & ACC Out of State Schools - cont.



Ivy League & Highly Competitive Ivy League & Highly Competitive 

INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED AS A GUIDELINE WITH APPROXIMATE ADMISSION
REQUIREMENTS, TUITION COSTS, AND COSTS FOR ROOM AND BOARD. 



LOG ON TO WWW.GAFUTURES.ORG1.
SIGN INTO YOUR ACCOUNT. 2.
ON THE LEFT SIDE OF THE SCREEN, SELECT “YOUR HOPE GPA”3.
SELECT “MILL CREEK HIGH SCHOOL”4.
HOPE CALCULATED GPA IS LISTED IN THE LAST SECTION.5.
SELECT                                  AT THE BOTTOM OF THE SCREEN TO VIEW
HOW YOUR HOPE GPA IS CALCULATED.

6.

THE PRELIMINARY HOPE SCHOLARSHIP
CALCULATIONS ARE AVAILABLE THROUGH THE
GAFUTURES WEBSITE (GAFUTURES.ORG).  HOPE

CALCULATIONS ARE UPDATED IN JANUARY AND JUNE
EACH YEAR.  FOLLOW THE STEPS BELOW TO VIEW

YOUR PRELIMINARY HOPE AVERAGE.  FINAL HOPE
AVERAGES ARE DETERMINED AFTER THE STUDENT

GRADUATES.

Accessing Your HOPE Average
Mill Creek must have the student’s Social

Security number on file to access HOPE averages.



Accessing & Requesting
Transcripts through GA Futures
Mill Creek must have your social security

number on file to send transcripts
through the GAfutures website. Thisoption

is only available for GA schools.



FOR STUDENTSMake Your Social 
Media Work for You         
The impression that you make on a college admission officer may involve 
more than just an essay, a transcript, and some test scores. According to 
new data, colleges and universities do pay attention to what prospective 
students post on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, etc. In addition, potential 
employers for internships or permanent positions may also review your 
public social sites.

WHAT YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA TELLS OTHERS

§ It sheds light on your interests and passions.

§ It may give a more in-depth look at your volunteer work or
special projects.

§ Your creativity and technology skills may be spotlighted.

§ It may provide evidence of your interest in a particular
major, college, or career.

MAKE THE MOST OF YOUR SOCIAL MEDIA TIME

§ Keep your profile information up to date.

§ Consider providing a link to your social media sites in
your college application materials  (provided the college
allows/encourages this).

§ Invest the time to maintain quality in your postings, blogs,
and videos.

§ Showcase your leadership, awards, or expertise in a
meaningful manner.

REMINDERS

§ Review your email address to ensure it doesn’t include
rude or inappropriate language or references.

§ Carefully consider your tweets and other comments,
particularly any negative references about prospective
colleges, your teachers, or your peers.

§ Monitor what photos you choose to post. Don’t include
those that may depict alcohol and certain party and
peer activities that would reflect poorly on your judgment
or character.

§ A good rule of thumb is: Don’t put anything on
social media that you wouldn’t include with your
college application.



Powered by College Board, BigFuture® is the free online planning guide that helps all students take the right first step after 
high school. Informed by student and educator feedback and with detailed information provided by thousands of colleges, 
BigFuture simplifies the college and career planning process. 

© 2023 College Board. College Board, BigFuture, SAT, and the acorn logo are registered trademarks of College Board. All other marks are the property of their respective owners. MAR-4548

PLAN FOR COLLEGE

3 Steps for Students 
to Plan for College 
on BigFuture  

Learn more at bigfuture.org. 

For Caring Adults

1. Take a Quiz. Get 
Personalized Options.
Students answer a series of 

questions about college preferences 
(e.g., GPA range, intended major, 

institution type, and college setting) 
and get a personalized list of 

recommended colleges. 

2. Explore Over 3,600  
College Profiles With  
Credible Information.

Students can search and filter 
profiles with rich content about 

campus life and admissions 
provided by the colleges themselves. 

They can save schools to their 
college list and sort by reach, match, 

or safety based on SAT® score.1

3. Connect with  
Colleges Through Student 

Search Service.
Student Search Service™ is the way 

thousands of colleges and scholarships 
connect with more than five million 

students. On average, students 
contacted by colleges through Student 

Search receive 29% more college 
admission offers than similar students 

who aren’t in Student Search.2

1 �The categorization is based on the average score range (25th to 75th percentile of test scores) of last year’s first-year class. As students build balanced 
lists of colleges, it’s important to consider a range of factors, including location, cost, size, and majors offered. Together, these help students determine 
which colleges are an overall good social, financial, and academic fit.  

2 �All Access. (2021). New Research Links Student Search Service Participation to More College Admission Offers. Retrieved March 13, 2023, from  
https://allaccess.collegeboard.org/new-research-links-student-search-service-participation-more-college-admission-offers

PREPARE STUDENTS TO SUBMIT THEIR COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
	▪ �Check out the Ultimate Guide to Writing Your College Essay with videos 
and articles provided in partnership with Khan Academy®.

http://bigfuture.org
https://allaccess.collegeboard.org/new-research-links-student-search-service-participation-more-college-admission-offers
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/plan-for-college/your-college-application/essay-hub


Applying for
Scholarships Tips

Visit the millcreekhs.com website and 
check out the College & Career section 

for more info. 



SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCE LIST TO ASSIST 
STUDENTS WITH THEIR SEARCH

IMPORTANT FINANCIAL AID 
APPLICATIONS www.fafsa.gov 
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/ 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

www.usnews.com 

www.petersons.com 

www.finaid.org 

www.ed.gov 

www.collegeboard.org
www.princetonreview.com 

www.kaplan.com 

https://www.bestcolleges.com/
resources/hispanic-latino-scholarships/
www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/ 

www.gocollege.com/financial- 

aid/scholarships/ 

www.mappingyourfuture.org

SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES WEBSITES 

www.myschollly.com
www.scholarships.com 

www.fastweb.com 

https://www.chegg.com/scholarships 

https://finaid.org/scholarships/ 

www.college-scholarships.com 

www.collegeboard.org 

https://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/

Training/find-scholarships.aspx 

https://

www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/ 

matcher/ 

STUDENT ATHLETES 

National Collegiate Athletic Association 

www.ncaa.org 

Foot Locker Scholar Athletes 

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
scholarships/foot-locker-scholar-
athletes

LOCAL SCHOLARSHIP SEARCHES 

GCPS Foundation Scholarship 
Catalog    www.gcps-
foundation.org/scholarships/ 

Georgia HOPE & State Aid 

Programs 

www.gafutures.org/hope-state-

aid-programs/ 

Scholarship Search Option in your 
Naviance Account -- accessed 
through eClass

MINORITIES 

www.hsf.net 

www.gmsp.org 

https://www.acs.org 

www.hacu.net 

https://jackierobinson.org/apply/
www.hispanicfund.org 

www.jesse-owens.org 

www.lulac.org 

www.hermana.org 

www.ronbrown.org 

www.chci.org 

www.maldef.org/ 

www.tmcf.org 

https://www.uncf.org/ 

https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/

en- us/ community/hacer.html 

SCHOLARSHIP SCAM INFO 

https://finaid.org/scholarships/scams/ 

MILL CREEK SCHOLARSHIP 
NEWSLETTER

Check out the Mill Creek website ... College 
& Career section under the Counseling tab.  

It is updated with new scholarships 
regularly.  Check it out!! 

Click HERE to view the newsletter

https://finaid.org/scholarships/scams/
http://www.fafsa.gov/
http://www.usnews.com/
http://www.petersons.com/
http://www.finaid.org/
http://www.ed.gov/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.princetonreview.com/
http://www.kaplan.com/
http://www.bestcolleges.com/financial-
http://www.gocollege.com/financial-
http://www.mapping-your-future.org/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.chegg.com/scholarships
http://www.college-scholarships.com/
http://www.careeronestop.org/Toolkit/Traini
http://www.studentscholarshipsearch.com/
http://www.ncaa.org/
http://www.footlockerscholarathletes.com/
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/LOCAL
https://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/GCPS
http://www.gcps-foundation.org/scholarships/
http://www.gafutures.org/hope-state-aid-programs/
http://www.hispanicscholarship.com/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.gmsp.org/
http://www.acs.org/
http://www.hacu.net/
http://www.jackierobinson.org/
http://www.hispanicfund.org/
http://www.jesse-owens.org/
http://www.lulac.org/
http://www.hermana.org/
http://www.ronbrown.org/
http://www.chci.org/
http://www.maldef.org/
http://www.tmcf.org/
http://www.uncf.org/
https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/community/hacer.html
https://www.mcdonalds.com/us/en-us/community/hacer.html
https://millcreekhs.gcpsk12.org/counseling/college-career-center/scholarship-newsletter


SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCE LIST TO 
ASSIST STUDENTS WITH THEIR SEARCH 

OTHER SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCES 

Coca-Cola Scholars Program Scholarship https://

www.coca- 

colascholarsfoundation.org/ 

Veterans of Foreign Wars Youth Scholarships 

https://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and- 

education/youth-scholarships 

Western Union Foundation- Scholars Program 

https://foundation.westernunion.com/wusch olars/

index.html 

Scholarship America 

https://scholarshipamerica.org/what-we- do/

students-parents/open-scholarships/ Student 

Inventors Scholarship 

http://invent.org/collegiate-inventors- 

competition/ 

MALDEF Scholarship Resources 

https://www.maldef.org/resources/scholarshi p-

resources/ 

MALDEF 2020-2021 Scholarship Resource Guide 

(look for newest version each year) https://

www.maldef.org/resources/scholarshi p-resource-

guide/ 

Ted Rollins Eco Scholarship 

https://www.tedrollinsecoscholars.com/ted- rollins-

eco-scholarship-application-details/ 

10x Digital Marketing Scholarship (for high school 

and undergraduate students) https://

www.10xdigitalinc.com/digital- marketing-

scholarship/ 

ALL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS SCHOLARSHIPS 

Horatio Alger Association Scholarships https://

scholars.horatioalger.org/scholarships /faq/ 

National Young Arts Foundation 

http://www.youngarts.org/apply 

The Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 

https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/ 

Elks National Foundation Scholarship Program 

http://www.elks.org/scholars/scholarships/m 

vs.cfm 

Dell Scholars- Michael & Susan Dell Foundation 

http://www.dellscholars.org/scholarship/ SAE 

International 

http://students.sae.org/scholarships/freshman 

FFA Grants and Scholarships 

https://www.ffa.org/participate/

grants-and- scholarships 

RESOURCES & SCHOLARSHIPS FOR 

UNDOCUMENTED / DACA STUDENTS 

Financial Aid and Undocumented 

Students Facts: 

https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/sites/

default/fil es/financial-aid-and-

undocumented- students.pdf 

Dream.US Scholarship 

https://www.thedream.us/ 

American Dream Scholarship (Miami 

Dade College) 

https://www.mdc.edu/main/

americandrea m/details.aspx 

Golden Door Scholars 

http://www.goldendoorscholars.org/ 

My (Un)Documented Life Resources 

https://mydocumentedlife.org/

category/coll ege-scholarships/ 

My (Un)Documented Life Scholarship 

List https://

mydocumentedlife.org/2016/09/12/sc 

holarships-open-to-undocumented-

students 

University of Michigan- 

Undocumented Student Resources 

https://finaid.umich.edu/apply- 

aid/undocumented-students 

https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/
https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/
https://www.vfw.org/community/youth-and-education/youth-scholarships
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Open to all students in the class of 2024, and 2025, BigFuture® awards hundreds of $500 scholarships  and at 
least two $40,000 scholarships each month to students who take steps toward their career and education after 
high school. There is no required essay, minimum GPA or test score. You qualify yourself by taking steps to  get 
ready for life after high school. If your family’s income is less than $60,000 per year, you will get extra chances at 
these scholarships and earn double the entries for every drawing.

Get started at: bigfuture.org/scholarships
*The “Start Your Career List” step is only open to the class of 2024 and 2025.

© 2022 College Board. MAR-7001

BIGFUTURE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Qualify to win $40,000 
just by planning for  
your future

1 Strengthen Your College List  
Make sure your college list has a mix of reach,  
match, and safety schools.
Start: July 1 before your senior year
Deadline: By October 31 of your senior year 

4

2 Complete the FAFSA  
Fill out the free government form to apply for  
financial aid. 
Start: October 1 of your senior year
Deadline: By the end of February of your 
senior year 

5

Start Your Career List 
Explore careers that match your interests.
Start: Any time*

Deadline: By the end of February  
of your senior year

Build Your College List  
Find two or four-year colleges that interest you. 
Start: Any time
Deadline: By June 30 of your junior year 

Start Your Scholarship List  
Find other scholarships to help you pay for college. 
Start: July 1 before your senior year 
Deadline: By the end of February of your  
senior year 

3

Apply to Colleges   
Apply to the schools you want to attend. 
Start: October 1 of your senior year
Deadline: By the end of February of your 
senior year 

6



HOPEProgram



	- Minimum 3.0 HOPE GPA as calculated by the Georgia Student 
Finance Commission (GSFC) in core curriculum courses (English, 
math, science, foreign language, social science)

	- *Rigor requirements
Zell Miller Scholarship

HOPE Scholarship

*Rigor requirements and one of the following:

Designated 
valedictorian or 
salutatorian

Minimum 3.7 HOPE GPA as calculated by 
GSFC in core curriculum courses 
AND
total test score of 1200 SAT on a single 
national administration or composite test score 
of 26 ACT on a single national or state/district 
administration earned by graduation date

OR

HOPE Scholarship* Zell Miller Scholarship*
Public Institution Full standard tuition† Full standard tuition†

Private Institution 
Full-time

$2,496 per semester (fall, spring, summer) $2,985 per semester (fall, spring, summer)

$1,664 per quarter (fall, winter, spring, 
summer)

$2,034 per quarter (fall, winter, spring, summer)

Private Institution
Half-time

$1,248 per semester (fall, spring, summer) $1,493 per semester (fall, spring, summer)

$832 per quarter (fall, winter, spring, summer) $1,017 per quarter (fall, winter, spring, summer)

   *Complete award amounts available on GAfutures.org.   †Up to 15 credit hours.

Award Amounts 2023-24 Academic School Year

HOPE Scholarship
Students must maintain a minimum cumulative 3.0 calculated HOPE GPA* at designated checkpoints (end of every 
spring semester and at 30, 60 and 90 attempted semester hours; end of every spring quarter and at 45, 90 and 135 
attempted quarter hours). If a student’s calculated HOPE GPA falls below a 3.0, they will lose the HOPE Scholarship 
and will only be eligible to regain it once.

Zell Miller Scholarship
Students must maintain a minimum cumulative 3.3 calculated HOPE GPA* at designated checkpoints (end of every 
spring semester and at 30, 60 and 90 attempted semester hours; end of every spring quarter and at 45, 90 and 
135 attempted quarter hours). If a student’s calculated HOPE GPA falls below a 3.3, they will lose the Zell Miller 
Scholarship but may still be eligible for the HOPE Scholarship. Students can regain the Zell Miller Scholarship only 
once.
*Calculated HOPE GPA refers to all attempted hours after high school graduation. Approved postsecondary STEM courses taken 
fall 2018 and later receive .5 weight to grade B, C or D. Approved courses can be found at GAfutures.org. STEM courses taken 
during high school are not given the STEM weight for postsecondary GPA calculation.

Maintaining

A student will lose eligibility for the HOPE Scholarship and the Zell Miller Scholarship due to one of the following:
	- Calculated HOPE GPA requirement not met
	- Maximum attempted and/or paid hours reached (127 semester/190 quarter)
	- Funds not used within ten years of high school graduation or equivalent
	- Bachelor’s degree received
	- On the second loss, a student becomes permanently ineligible

Losing Eligibility

HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarships
Academic Eligibility from High School

Rigor courses:Rigor courses: Advanced Math, Advanced 

Science, Foreign Language, Advanced 

Placement (AP) in core subjects, 

International Baccalaureate (IB) in 

core subjects, degree-level Dual Credit 

Enrollment courses in core subjects 

taken at an eligible postsecondary 

institution.

What are Rigor Requirements?
What are Rigor Requirements?

Students graduating from high school 

Students graduating from high school 

must earn four full credits from the 

must earn four full credits from the 

above list.above list.

*Academic Rigor courses are determined by the course number. Refer to 
the full Academic Rigor Course List on GAfutures.org.

http://GAfutures.org
http://GAfutures.org
http://GAfutures.org


For more information on the HOPE Programs, visit GAfutures.org. 

	- Calculated HOPE GPA requirement not met
	- Maximum paid hours reached (63 semester)
	- Bachelor’s degree received

Losing Eligibility

	- No high school graduation requirement
	- Must be enrolled in a certificate or diploma program at a participating University System of Georgia (USG) or 

Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) school

Academic Eligibility

	- Full Standard Tuition, up to 15 credit hours (per semester); award amounts available at GAfutures.org
	- Paid hours received while in high school count towards the HOPE Grant paid hours limit of 63 and towards the 127 

paid hours cap for HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship

Award Amount

	- Enrolled in specific high-demand certificate and diploma programs at a participating University System of Georgia 
(USG) or Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) school

	- HOPE Grant and Zell Miller Grant eligibility requirements apply

Academic Eligibility

	- Awards are a fixed amount per term based on the program and number of hours enrolled
	- Approved programs and award amounts available on GAfutures.org

Award Amount

	- Minimum 2.0 calculated HOPE Grant GPA or higher at designated checkpoints (30/60 paid semester hours) 
	- Only eligible to regain the HOPE Grant once

Maintaining

	- No high school graduation requirement
	- Must be enrolled in a certificate or diploma program at a participating University System of Georgia (USG) or 

Technical College System of Georgia (TCSG) school
	- First term awarded retroactively after earning a minimum 3.5 or higher calculated HOPE Grant GPA

Academic Eligibility

	- Full Standard Tuition, up to 15 credit hours (per semester); award amounts available at GAfutures.org
	- Paid hours received while in high school count towards the Zell Miller Grant paid hours limit of 63 and towards the 

127 paid hours cap for HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship

Award Amount

	- Minimum 3.5 calculated HOPE Grant GPA required at the end of every semester/quarter
	- Eligible to regain Zell Miller Grant if minimum 3.5 calculated HOPE Grant GPA earned at the end of the next term

Maintaining

	- Calculated HOPE GPA requirement not met
	- Maximum paid hours reached (63 semester)
	- Bachelor’s degree received

Losing Eligibility

HOPE Grant

Zell Miller Grant

HOPE Career Grant

http://GAfutures.org
http://GAfutures.org
http://GAfutures.org
http://GAfutures.org
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In addition to meeting the requirements for specific state financial aid programs, students must meet the following 
basic eligibility requirements:

	- Be a legal resident of Georgia	
	- Meet academic achievement standards required by 

the program or college
	- Be registered with the US Selective Service, if 

required (State Aid Programs)
	- Be in compliance with the Georgia Drug-Free 

Postsecondary Education Act of 1990

	- Meet U.S. citizenship or eligible non-citizen 
requirements

	- Be in good standing on all student loans or other 
financial aid programs

	- Not have exceeded the maximum award limits for 
any state financial aid program	

	- Meet enrollment requirements
	- Attend an eligible postsecondary institution

Additional Eligibility Requirements

GAfutures Student Dashboard
	- GSFAPP
	- FAFSA
	- ACT and/or SAT Scores
	- Selective Service Registration
	- Student Access Loan (SAL) Application

Sign into your student GAfutures account to quickly review your status for the following:

To view your information, make sure you create a student GAfutures account using your full name, date of birth, social 
security number, and high school name. If the information is incorrect, you will not be able to view your status. If you 
have already created an account, click the green Profile tab to make sure your information is correct.
GAfutures is a secure site for its users with an account. GSFC has implemented numerous security measures to 
protect your personal information.

In addition to the HOPE Programs, GSFC administers other state financial aid programs for the state of Georgia. These 
programs are designed to assist students with the cost of their postsecondary education.

For more information on state financial aid programs, visit GAfutures.org.

Other State Financial Aid Programs

	- Behavioral Health Professions Service Cancelable 
Loan Program

	- Dual Enrollment
	- Georgia College Completion Grant
	- Georgia Military College State Service Scholarship
	- Georgia National Guard Service Cancelable Loan
	- Georgia HERO Scholarship
	- Georgia Public Safety Memorial Grant

	- Inclusive Postsecondary Education Grant Program
	- REACH Georgia Scholarship
	- Scholarship for Engineering Education
	- Student Access Loan
	- Georgia Tuition Equalization Grant
	- University of North Georgia Military Scholarship
	- University of North Georgia ROTC Grant	
	- University of North Georgia ROTC Grant for Future Officers

http://GAfutures.org.


Paying for
College



Financial aid is money to help pay for your 
postsecondary education. Financial aid can be 
grants, scholarships, loans or work-study programs. 
Types and sources of financial aid include: 

In order to determine eligibility for federal and some 
state financial aid programs, students must:

	- Demonstrate financial need or exhibit academic 
merit, depending on the type of financial aid

	- Have a high school diploma or General 
Educational Development (GED) diploma

	- Be enrolled in, or accepted to, an institution 
participating in federal financial aid programs

	- Be a U.S. citizen, permanent resident or eligible 
non-citizen

	- Have a valid Social Security number
	- Meet Georgia Drug-Free Postsecondary Education 

Act of 1990 criteria
	- Not be in default or owe a refund on any federal or 

state student grant or federal or state student loan
	- Be registered with the US Selective Service, if 

required (State Aid Programs) 

In general, your financial need is determined by two 
factors:

	- Cost of Attendance (COA) is tuition, fees, room 
and board, transportation and other costs 
associated with attendance established by the 
college/university.

	- Student Aid Index (SAI) is a formal evaluation of 
a student’s approximate financial resources to 
contribute toward their postsecondary education 
for a specific award year.

COA – SAI = Financial Need

With the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA), you can apply for financial aid for multiple 
colleges and funding sources. Simply visit fafsa.gov 
to begin your online application. 

The FAFSA will be available in December of 2023.  If 
you are planning on attending college in the fall of 
2024, you should complete the 2024-2025 FAFSA.

In addition to the FAFSA, the GSFAPP (Georgia 
Student Finance Application) is the state application 
for the HOPE and Zell Miller Scholarship and 
Grant, Tuition Equalization Grant and Inclusive 
Postsecondary Education Grant programs. The 
application takes three to five minutes to complete 
and only needs to be completed once and it is good 
for ten years. You can complete the GSFAPP on 
GAfutures.org.

You may also need to complete other institutional 
applications or forms. Be sure to contact the colleges/
universities of interest or visit their website(s) to find 
out what other forms or applications are required.

	- Once you have completed and submitted your 
FAFSA, you will receive a Student Aid Report 
(SAR) in 3-5 days. Your SAR is a summary of the 
information you reported on the FAFSA. 

	- Colleges listed on your FAFSA will receive and 
review the Institutional Student Information 
Record (ISIR) after your FAFSA has been 
submitted. This is the information schools use to 
determine your aid eligibility.

	- Once the college/university has reviewed the 
ISIR, a financial aid package is generated and 
sent to you via email or regular mail. Contact the 
college/university about their timeframe for this 
process.

What is Financial Aid

The FAFSA

What Happens Next?

GSFAPP and Other 
Financial Aid Applications

How is your
financial need calculated?

Basic Eligibility Requirements

Types of Aid Sources of Aid
Merit-based Scholarships 

(e.g., HOPE Scholarship) 
 

Need-based Grants 
(e.g., Pell Grant) 

 
Non-need-based Grants

(e.g., HOPE Grant)

Student or Parent Loans

Work-Study Programs

Military Aid Grants

State Government 
Federal Government 

 
Colleges and 
Universities 

 
Private Foundations 

 
Employers and 

Private Companies 
 

Professional and 
Service 

Organizations

http://fafsa.gov


In addition to federal financial aid programs, Georgia 
residents may also be eligible for state-specific 
financial aid programs administered by GSFC. 

	- Behavioral Health Professions Service Cancelable 
Loan Program

	- Dual Enrollment 
	- Georgia College Completion Grant 
	- Georgia National Guard Service Cancelable Loan
	- Georgia HERO Scholarship
	- Georgia Public Safety Memorial Grant
	- Georgia Tuition Equalization Grant
	- GMC State Service Scholarship
	- HOPE Career Grant
	- HOPE Grant
	- HOPE Scholarship
	- HSE Examination Grant
	- Inclusive Postsecondary Education Grant Program
	- REACH Georgia Scholarship
	- Scholarship for Engineering Education
	- Student Access Loan
	- UNG Military Scholarship
	- UNG ROTC Grant
	- UNG ROTC Grant for Future Officers
	- Zell Miller Grant
	- Zell Miller Scholarship

The Federal Government has financial aid programs 
that include grants and work-study awards that do 
not need to be repaid, as well as various loans that 
require repayment. For more information on the 
types of federal aid, visit studentaid.gov.

	- Federal Grants and Work-Study
• Pell Grant 
• Federal Supplemental Educational 		
Opportunity Grant 
• Work-Study Award 

	- Federal Direct Loan Programs
• Subsidized loan – The government pays the 
interest on the loan while you are in school, 
during the six-month grace period after you 
graduate or drop below half-time enrollment, 
and during deferment periods. Subsidized 
loans are awarded based on financial need. 
• Unsubsidized loan – You are responsible for 
paying the interest while enrolled in school. 
You can decide not to pay the interest while in 
school and it will be added to the loan balance 
until repayment begins.

Sample Financial Aid Award
Housing: On Campus 
Residency: In-State

Estimated Cost of Attendance 2 Semesters 
Student Aid Index 
 
Established Financial Need

 $18,359 
-         $0 
______ 
 $18,359

Type of Aid Fall Spring Summer Total Accept? 
Federal Pell Grant $3,697 $3,698 $0 $7,395 Yes or No 
HOPE Scholarship* $2,732 $2,732 $0 $5,464 Yes or No 
Federal Direct Loan – Sub† $1,750 $1,750 $0 $3,500 Yes or No 
Federal Direct Loan – Unsub†  $1,000 $1,000 $0 $2,000 Yes or No 
Total for Academic Year $18,359

Annual Limits Subsidized and/or 
Unsubsidized Loan

1st Year 
Undergraduate

$5,500 - No more than $3,500 
can be subsidized

2nd Year 
Undergraduate

$6,500 - No more than $4,500 
can be subsidized

3rd Year and Beyond 
Undergraduate

$7,500 - No more than $5,500 
can be subsidized

Graduate or 
Professional Student $20,500 (unsubsidized only)

With the exception of a graduate or professional student, 
the loan amounts included in the chart are based on 
dependent student status. To learn more about whether a 
student is dependent or independent, visit studentaid.gov.

Important Resources
GAfutures.org – Learn about federal and 
Georgia-specific financial aid programs, search 
for colleges and scholarships, and explore 
various career paths. 

FAFSA.gov – Complete and track your FAFSA. 

studentaid.gov – Find information to help get 
ready for college and learn more about federal 
student aid.

*HOPE Scholarship award based on 15 semester hours per term at a regional university in Georgia. The actual 
award amounts vary by eligible institution. †Loan amount based on dependent student status.

Federal Financial Aid 
Programs

Georgia Financial Aid 
Programs

For more information on any of these programs, 
visit GAfutures.org.

http://studentaid.gov
http://studentaid.gov
http://GAfutures.org
http://FAFSA.gov
http://studentaid.gov


H-07 (08/23)© GSFC 2023

	- Create a GAfutures account. Be sure it has your correct legal name, social security number and date of birth
	- Complete your FASFA. You and one parent will need to create an FSA ID. 
	- Check with the admissions and financial aid offices at your 

college to see if any additional documents are needed.
	- Check your college account and email frequently; they will 

communicate with you through their portal and via email.
	- Investigate private aid sources such as civic groups, 

clubs, religious organizations and businesses. Check out the scholarship search on GAfutures.org for more 
possibilities.

	- Work toward having all of your documents completed before summer.
	- GSFC Outreach Representatives are available to assist you with completing any Financial Aid application, 

including the FAFSA. Visit GAfutures.org/about-us/ to find the Outreach team.

2024-25 FAFSA 2025-26 FAFSA

Income Tax Year 2022 2023

Semester Attending Fall 2024 Fall 2025

Checklist For Financial Aid

Georgia Student Finance Commission (GSFC), is the state agency committed to helping Georgia residents 
achieve their higher education dreams by providing a wide range of financial aid programs and services. We 
work closely with high school and college administrators to ensure that Georgia students are able to take full 
advantage of all available financial aid opportunities.

What is GSFC?

Education Loans – Money borrowed by a student or parent from the federal government or a private lender to 
fund postsecondary education; requires repayment with interest.

FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) – Application completed by students and parents to apply for 
federal financial aid, along with some state programs.

Federal Financial Aid – Money offered by the federal government to assist eligible students in funding their post-
secondary education.

Grants – Money available to eligible students based upon financial need, past academic performance, service to 
the community or special areas of study; does not require repayment.

GSFAPP (Georgia Student Finance Application) – is the state application for HOPE Programs, Tuition Equalization 
Grant, and IPSE. The GSFAPP is easy to complete and is good for ten years. Available on GAfutures.org.

ISIR (Institutional Student Information Record) – Contains the information submitted on the FAFSA and the EFC 
as well as other information regarding financial aid eligibility. The ISIR is electronically transmitted to the school.

SAI (Student Aid Index) – is a formal evaluation of a student’s approximate financial resources to contribute 
toward their postsecondary education for a specific award year.

SAR (Student Aid Report) – Document you will receive after your FAFSA is processed. Your SAR will contain a 
summary of information reported on the FAFSA as well as your EFC.

Scholarships – Money for college that does not have to be repaid. This money can come from many sources, 
including the government, community groups, schools and corporations. Awards may be based on academic 
merit, artistic or athletic talent, major or hobbies. Search for scholarships on GAfutures.org.

Service Cancelable Loans – Student loans that will not have to be repaid if certain conditions are met. Examples 
of service cancelable loans are the Georgia National Guard Service Cancelable Loan and the Scholarship for 
Engineering Education.

Work-Study Programs – Provide part-time jobs for undergraduate and graduate students with financial need, 
allowing them to earn money to help pay educational expenses.

Basic Financial Aid Terms
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FAFSA
Checklists



Create Your FSA ID

Submit Your FAFSA

	- Go to studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch to create your FSA ID. 
	- Create a username and password, then enter your email address and cell phone 
number. (Note: Use an email address you check regularly and will have access to 
over the next few years.) 

	- Enter your name, date of birth, Social Security number, contact information, and 
challenge questions and answers. 

	- Review your information and read and accept the terms and conditions.
	- Confirm your email address using the secure code, which will be sent to the email 
address you entered when you created your FSA ID. Once you verify your email 
address, you can use it instead of your username to log in to complete your FAFSA. 

The FAFSA will be available in December of 2023, for attending college in the Fall of 
2024. The earlier you submit it, the more opportunity you have to receive financial aid to 
help pay for your education after high school. 

	- Your Social Security Number.
	- Your Alien Registration Number (if you are not a U.S. citizen).
	- Your (parent’s/contributor’s) 2022 tax returns, W-2s and other records of money 
earned.

	- Bank statements and records of investments (if applicable).
	- You and your parent’s/contributor’s FSA ID to sign electronically.
	- You and your parents/contributors must give consent before the FAFSA is processed. 

1. Go to fafsa.gov and login using your FSA ID.
	- Applying online is quicker, easier and ensures your information will be saved for next 
year. Don’t forget, you will need to fill out a FAFSA every school year to be eligible for 
federal funds.

 
2. Enter personal information.

	- Make sure everything you enter is exactly how it appears on official government 
documents. Student and/or parent/contributor must have an FSA ID in order to use 
the IRS Data Retrieval Tool.  

3. Choose up to 20 schools.
	- Be sure to include schools you are seriously considering, whether you’ve applied or 
have been accepted yet. You will get an estimate of your financial aid eligibility. 

4. Enter your financial information.
	- The IRS Data Retrieval Tool can transfer your tax data to your application automatically.  

5. Think you’re finished? Double-check.
	- Make sure you receive a confirmation page indicating your FAFSA has been submitted 
or instructions of what is needed to complete your FAFSA. Print this page. Visit your 
dashboard at studentaid.gov to print a copy of your FAFSA Submission Summary, 
formally known as the Student Aid Report (SAR). Check the summary to make sure 
there are no mistakes. Be sure you and your parent/contributor have provided consent 
to avoid processing delays.

	- Be sure you and your contributor have provided consent to avoid processing delays.

FAFSA Checklist
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1. Review your FAFSA Submission Summary.
	- After submitting your FAFSA, you can visit your Student Aid Dashboard at 
studentaid.gov and print a copy of your FAFSA Submission Summary, formerly the 
Student Aid Report (SAR). The Summary is the information you provided on your 
FAFSA and indicates if you are selected for verification. If you have, the first thing to 
do is relax. Then, learn more about the next steps on the back of this checklist.  

2. Locate your Student Aid Index (SAI)
	- Your SAI may be located on your FAFSA Submission Summary. 
	- The need formula is: Cost of Attendance (COA) minus Student Aid Index (SAI) and 
other financial assistance equals eligibility for need-based financial aid. 

	- Student Aid Index (SAI) – Applicants who do not qualify for a maximum Pell Grant 
may still qualify if their calculated SAI is less than the maximum Pell Grant award 
for the award year. The applicant’s Pell Grant award for full-time enrollment will 
equal the maximum Pell Grant for the award year minus SAI.  The Pell Grant will 
be adjusted if the applicant enrolls less than full-time or if the applicant’s Cost of 
Attendance (COA) is less than the calculated Pell Grant Award. 

	- Minimum Pell Grant – Applicants whose SAI is greater than the maximum Pell 
Grant award for the award year may still qualify for a Pell Grant, based on family 
size, adjusted gross income, and poverty guidelines. 

 3. Check your GAfutures Dashboard.
	- Once GSFC has received verification of your FAFSA completion, it will appear on 
your GAfutures Dashboard.  Sign in to your account and check your dashboard a 
week after you have completed the FAFSA to see that this is correct.  If you do not 
see your FAFSA on your dashboard, please contact GSFC at gsfc@gsfc.org 

4. Make corrections if needed.
	- Once you review your FAFSA Submission Summary, you may find there is missing 
data or an error. It is important to contact your college’s financial aid office with any 
questions before making corrections. Corrections can be made by logging on to 
FAFSA.gov. Note: Any changes to the FAFSA must be signed with the appropriate 
FSA ID(s) and submitted.

	- Your SAR information will be sent to each school listed on your FAFSA. Based on 
that information, the school may request additional information to correct your 
FAFSA. 

5. Take next steps.
	- The school(s) you applied to, have been accepted to and listed on the FAFSA, will 
calculate your aid and send you an electronic or paper award letter/award package 
with how much aid you’re eligible for at that school. The timing of when you receive 
your award letter/award package varies from school to school and depends on 
when you apply, if any verification requirements have been completed, and how 
the school chooses to schedule awarding of aid. 

	- Contact the financial aid office at the school(s) you applied to for more information 
or if you have any questions about your financial aid. 

6. Check your emails often.
	- Financial aid offices will primarily communicate through your college email. Make 
sure to check yours often. Requests for additional, often time-sensitive information, 
as well as your award letter/award package will be sent via email.

After the FAFSA Checklist
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1. Contact your Financial Aid Office(s).
	- If you submitted your FAFSA information to multiple schools, contact each one to 
determine the documents you will need to provide for verification. Remember, 
verification is time sensitive and you do not want to miss any deadlines. 

2. Gather and/or complete requested documents.
	- Tax information  - If you and your parents/contributors (if you’re a dependent) used 
the IRS Data Retrieval tool, the Financial Aid Office will most likely not need your 
tax information. However, if the IRS Data Retrieval tool was not used, a copy of 
your tax return or tax transcript will be needed. If you or your parents/contributors 
need to obtain copies of tax returns, they can be accessed online at irs.gov. For 
security purposes, you will need your Social Security number, date of birth, filing 
status and mailing address to access and request your records. 

	- W-2s and/or other financial documents  
- If you or your parents/contributors did 
not file a return, W-2s or other financial 
documents (e.g., proof of child support) may 
be requested. 

	- Verification worksheets  - The Financial Aid 
Office will provide verification worksheets 
to accompany any requested documents. In 
some instances, completing and submitting 
this information will satisfy verification.

 
3. Make sure to send in your verification 
documents before your school’s deadline.

	- Changes to your SAI are rare after you 
submit your documents for verification, and 
only occur if your verification materials show 
a discrepancy from your original FAFSA. 

	- Need-based institutional aid, such as 
campus-based scholarships and grants, are 
time sensitive and are often first-come, first-served. So, submit your verification 
documents as soon as possible.

 
4. Follow up on changes to your financial aid package/award letter. 

	- Keep in mind there is a chance your SAI could change if verification and the original 
FAFSA information are vastly different. This difference could either increase or 
decrease your SAI and change your financial aid package/award letter.

	- If there are changes to your financial aid package/award letter, contact your 
Financial Aid Office to determine how you should move forward. 

Selected for Verification?

Being chosen for verification 
doesn’t mean you’re in trouble 

or did something wrong.  

Verification is simply to 

confirm the numbers entered 

on the FAFSA match up with 

the original documentation.  

These are some helpful 

hints to navigate through the 

verification process.



Dual
Enrollment



The specific Dual Enrollment award amount will vary based on the postsecondary institution and the number of credit 
hours in which a student is enrolled. Complete Dual Enrollment award amounts are available on GAfutures.org. In 
most cases, the program covers all required standard tuition, mandatory fees and required book expenses. Students 
are responsible for lost or damaged books, books that are considered optional or specific course-related fees, such as 
a lab fee.

Georgia’s Dual Enrollment program allows high school students (10th – 12th grade) to earn college credits while 
working on their high school diploma. Dual Enrollment is designed to make it easier for students to take advantage of 
all the options to enroll in college courses while still in high school. 

Dual Enrollment

	- The Dual Enrollment Funding Cap is 30 semester or 45 quarter hours. 
	- The Funding Cap is a hard cap based on hours paid by the Dual Enrollment funding program for terms of enrollment 

(as invoiced by the postsecondary institutions). 
	- The Funding Cap does not include dual credit coursework attempted and paid by other sources. 
	- All first-time students, as of Summer term 2021 and beyond, are subject to the Dual Enrollment Funding Cap. 
	- Students who received Dual Enrollment funding for 18 semester/28 quarter or less hours, through Spring term 

2021, are subject to the Funding Cap. 
	- Students who received Dual Enrollment funding for 19 semester/29 quarter or more hours through Spring term 

2021, have a Funding Cap of an additional 12 semester hours or 18 quarter hours of funding.

Funding Cap

*Program requirements and eligibility are subject to change*

	- Any student enrolled in and physically attending a public or private high school in Georgia or an eligible home study 
program. Student’s high school or home study program has completed a Participation Agreement.

	- 11th and 12th graders may take any approved Dual Enrollment courses listed on the Course Directory, at an eligible 
participating postsecondary institution (USG, TCSG or private). 

	- 10th graders may enroll in approved Career, Technical and Agricultural Education (CTAE) courses listed on the 
Course Directory at a participating TCSG institution only. 

	- 10th graders who have a minimum SAT score of 1200 or minimum ACT composite score of 26 on a single national 
test administration, may enroll in any approved courses listed on the Course Directory at a TCSG, USG or private 
eligible participating postsecondary institution. Note: The student’s qualifying test score must be in GSFC’s system 
prior to the 	student’s Dual Enrollment funding Application being approved by the high school or home study.

	- No residency requirement.
	- Dual Enrollment funding is only available for a maximum of 15 semester hours or 12 quarter hours per term. 
	- Admission requirements at the chosen postsecondary institution(s) must be met.
	- Students that complete high school graduation requirements prior to officially graduating may continue participation 

in Dual Enrollment until high school graduation.

Student Eligibility

Students must select eligible approved courses from the Dual Enrollment Course Directory on GAfutures.org. The 
Course Directory includes comparable required courses such as degree and non-degree level core courses (English, 
math, science, social studies, foreign language), and Career, Technical and Agricultural Education courses. Course 
selections must be approved for high school credit by the student’s high school counselor. Dual Enrollment courses 
are available for fall, spring and summer semesters and fall, winter, spring and summer quarters.

Course Options

Tuition, Mandatory Fees and Books

http://GAfutures.org


	- The annual online application is completed through GAfutures.org.	
	- Application deadlines may vary. Students should check with their high school and postsecondary institution for the 

application deadline for each term.
	- Students attending a Georgia eligible participating public or private high school must complete the annual online Dual 

Enrollment funding application.
	- Students attending a home study program must complete the annual online Dual Enrollment funding application

	- First, the Georgia home study parent/guardian official must create a GAfutures Education Professional account 
for the name of the home study program. The Georgia Home Study Program parent/guardian will receive 
an assigned HSP# to provide to the student prior to completing the annual online Dual Enrollment funding 
application.

	- Once the student has completed their portion of the application, the parent/guardian must electronically complete the 
Parent Participation Agreement section of the student’s application.

	- Provide parent/guardian’s email address. 
	- Parent receives an email to complete the online acknowledgment.

	- The student’s eligible participating high school counselor must approve the student’s Dual Enrollment courses and 
funding application.

	- The student must be accepted by the college. The eligible participating college must approve the student’s Dual 
Enrollment courses and funding application.

	- What do students have to do to participate in Dual Enrollment? 
To participate in Dual Enrollment, students must meet the admission requirements and be accepted at the 
postsecondary institution(s) of their choice, and make satisfactory academic progress. Interested students should 
see their high school counselor and visit GAfutures.org for complete program information and to access the annual 
online Dual Enrollment funding application. 

	- What expenses does the Dual Enrollment program cover for eligible participants? 
Students who meet all eligibility requirements will receive a student-specific award amount to be applied to tuition, 
mandatory fees and required books for a maximum of 15 semester or 12 quarter hours per term. The award amounts 
for Dual Enrollment can be found on GAfutures.org and are paid directly to the postsecondary institution. The 
postsecondary institution must provide the required textbooks for the approved Dual Enrollment courses. How the 
books are provided to the Dual Enrollment student is determined by the postsecondary institution.

Benefits of Dual Enrollment for Students
	- Earning college credits while still in high school may enable students to graduate early and/or possibly even earn an 

associate degree, diploma or certificate.

	- Dual enrollment can help students adjust to certain aspects of the college experience (e.g., classes, coursework, 
instruction, being on a college campus) so the transition from high school to college may be easier.

	- Students who participate in a dual enrollment program are more likely to go to college and earn a degree.

	- Students may be able to take classes that are not offered at their high school, especially in subject areas they are 
interested in for a potential career.

	- Taking college-level classes while still in high school may build confidence and encourage those students who may not 
be thinking about college to reconsider.

Application Process

Frequently Asked Questions
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	- What expenses are students responsible for when they are receiving Dual Enrollment Funding? 
Students may incur expenses for course-related fees and supplies required for a particular course or optional fees 
charged by the postsecondary institution. If the postsecondary institution provided the textbooks through a lending 
program, students may be charged a lost or damaged book fee if the book is not returned in the required condition. 
Contact the postsecondary institution selected for more information. Students are responsible for tuition and fees for 
any course(s) taken that is not listed in the Dual Enrollment Course Directory and listed on their Dual Enrollment funding 
application.  

	- What expenses are students responsible for upon reaching the Dual Enrollment Funding Cap? 
Students are responsible for charges as a result of hours which are not covered by the Dual Enrollment funding program 
such as continuing to enroll in dual enrollment coursework upon reaching the Funding Cap or enrollment in courses not 
listed on the approved Course Directory. Upon reaching the Funding Cap, the eligible postsecondary institution may 
charge tuition and a prorated portion of the mandatory fees and book costs, based on credit hours not covered by Dual 
Enrollment funding.  

	- Can a Dual Enrollment student attend more than one postsecondary institution in one term?  
Yes, a Dual Enrollment student may take courses at more than one postsecondary institution. The Dual Enrollment 
funding application must be completed for each participating eligible postsecondary institution. The student is eligible 
to receive Dual Enrollment funds for tuition, mandatory fees and book allowance for a maximum of 15 semester or 12 
quarter hours per term. 

	- Is there a limit to the number of credit hours a student may enroll in during one term? 
An eligible Dual Enrollment student may enroll in and receive funding for courses up to the maximum of 15 semester or 
12 quarter hours per term.  

	- What classes/courses are available to students? 
Approved courses for Dual Enrollment are listed in the Dual Enrollment Course Directory. Approved classes may include 
degree level or non-degree level courses in the five main academic areas (English, math, science, social studies and 
foreign language), as well as Career, Technical and Agricultural Education offerings. The Course Directory can be found 
on GAfutures.org. The courses a student chooses each term must be listed on his or her Dual Enrollment funding 
application and must be approved by the high school and postsecondary institution(s) he or she will be attending. 

	- Can students participate in Dual Enrollment if they will be in high school longer than four years? 
Yes, eligible students may participate until they reach the Funding Cap.

	- GSFC administers other state financial aid programs for the state of Georgia. These programs are designed to 
assist students with the cost of their postsecondary education. For more information, visit GAfutures.org.

	- Behavioral Health Professions Service Cancelable 
Loan Program

	- Georgia College Completion Grant
	- Georgia HERO Scholarship
	- Georgia Military College State Service Scholarship
	- Georgia National Guard Service Cancelable Loan
	- Georgia Public Safety Memorial Grant
	- HOPE Career Grant
	- HOPE Grant
	- HOPE Scholarship

	- Inclusive Postsecondary Education Grant Program
	- REACH Georgia Scholarship
	- Scholarship for Engineering Education
	- Student Access Loan
	- Georgia Tuition Equalization Grant
	- University of North Georgia Military Scholarship
	- University of North Georgia ROTC Grant
	- University of North Georgia ROTC Grant for Future Officers
	- Zell Miller Grant
	- Zell Miller Scholarship
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