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Office of Early Learning 
• Oversees P-3 and is part of the P-12 
Instructional Support Office 

• Expanded the team to 25 staff over the 
past year and growing 

• Oversees UPK monitoring and funding, 
which is over 600 schools with a billion 
dollar budget

• Works directly with districts and eligible 
agencies on Prekindergarten
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P-3 Newsletter: Fall Edition 
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https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/p-3-newsletter


UPK Fast Facts 
and Data Website
+ Around 75% of all eligible four-year-olds in 
NY State are in UPK programs 

+ Goal is to reach all eligible 4-year-old 
students and expand 3PK

+ Data on county, demographics, and school 
districts are all published on this site 
annually
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New to UPK? We 
can help!
+ Early Learning offers one-on-one meetings 
to help plan how to start a UPK program

+ We provide an overview of the funding and 
application process

+ Some districts have the funding, but need 
assistance to study space and program 
capacity-we can help 
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UPK Day: May 2024
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UPK News
• UPK Consolidation Report 
underway

• UPK Collaboration Council 
update

• 2024-2025 school visits 
underway

• UPK Child Counts process 

• Lottery and RFP guidance 
out now
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UPK Day: May 
2025
+ Join us to learn together in 2025!

+ More panel and full-group presentations 
with district presenters ’

+ Breakout sessions and chances to meet 
one-on-one with Early Learning staff

+ Registration out soon
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2024-2025 Webinar Series 
Science Everywhere – November 6th, 2024 (3:00-
4:00pm)

o Register here for the Science Everywhere 
webinar  

Fostering Positive Behavior in PreK – February 5th, 
2025 (3:00-4:00pm)

o Register here for the Positive Behavior in PreK 
webinar

Supporting Emergent Multilingual Learners in PreK 
– March 5th, 2025 (3:00-4:00pm)

o Register here for the Supporting Emergent 
Multilingual Learners in PreK webinar 

Inclusion in PreK: Why it Matters and Best 
Practices – May 14th, 2025 (3:00-4:00pm)

o Register here for the Inclusion in PreK webinar  
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https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__i1Frx-kTNOt2vfhbNST0Q?amp_device_id=291971fc-fc42-42c0-b6b3-24dfb0c7237c
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__i1Frx-kTNOt2vfhbNST0Q?amp_device_id=291971fc-fc42-42c0-b6b3-24dfb0c7237c
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eUhTrvjiS5eEe6Xy3wF4bg#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_eUhTrvjiS5eEe6Xy3wF4bg#/registration
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_K2-WUlkPR32m6vAokFVlLA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_K2-WUlkPR32m6vAokFVlLA
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_KbRTIf8jQm67FY-uUQaSww


Positive Behavior in Prekindergarten
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https://www.nysed.gov/early-learning/positive-behavior-guidance


Age 3 Standards
Purpose: To provide educators with a set of guidelines 

developed specifically for three-year-old students.

• Offers suggestions of skills that students may 
accomplish with adult support while participating in a 
three-year-old prekindergarten program

• Emphasizes play and developmentally appropriate 
practices

• Encompasses all 5 domains of learning, similar to the 
other standards resources documents

• Includes suggested classroom practices for three-year-
old students



CR-SE Toolkit for PreK
Purpose: Provide guidance to the field regarding 4 principles of 

CR-S and its application to the PreK context.

• Principles of CR-S include creating a welcoming and 
affirming environment, setting high expectations and 
providing rigorous instruction, providing inclusive 
curriculum and assessment and providing ongoing 
professional learning.

• Each principle has specific examples on how all educators 
(teachers, paraprofessionals, administrators) can promote 
and apply the CR-S to the PreK context.

• A reflection checklist is included to aide educators in 
reflecting on each domain and how to plan next steps for 
improving CR-S practices.



EML Guidance

Purpose: Provide guidance to the field regarding how to support 
EMLs at the program/administrative level and the
classroom/teacher level.

• Three contexts for supporting EMLs, which include 
Classroom Environment, Curriculum and Instruction, and 
Communication with Parents & Families 

• The tips are specific and actionable practices and can be 
expanded upon through further resources. 

• These tips can also serve as specific recommendations for 
us to include in our QAP Summary Reports.



Transition to Kindergarten Toolkit 

Purpose: To develop guidance, tools, and resources for LEAs 
that:

• Equips educators, administrators, Community-Based 
Organizations (CBOs), and families with detailed 
information and clear guidance to support a child’s 
transition

• Ensures continuity in transition
• Provides Research-Based activities and strategies
• Provides a common understanding among 

stakeholders.Forthcoming          



Science Everywhere!

Purpose: To develop a prekindergarten science initiative that 
promotes a love of science and nature for PreK children.

• Inquiry-based science and aligned to the NYS 
Standards

• Developed and informed by multiple stakeholders
• Consists of a webpage, tip sheet, and a bird exploration 

to aid in implementation
• Child-centered focus – tied to a child’s natural curiosity
• Builds problem-solving skills and to make real-world 

connections



P-3 Cultural Connections Toolkit 
• Encourages cultural experiences 
and connections with the arts and 
museums in P-3

• Connected to the NYS Learning 
Standards

• P-3 Early Learning and Cultural 
Education conference in Fall 2025 
forthcoming 
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P-3 Literacy Instructional Best 
Practices

• P-3 Literacy Instructional Best 
Practices to be released by 
January 1, 2025

• Work is underway with support 
from WestEd 

• Working with S/CDN on 
feedback and suggestions for 
rollout
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Forthcoming 
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Guidance on 
Emergent 
Multilingual 
Learners in 
Prekindergarten

Culturally 
Responsive-
Sustaining 
guidance for 
Prekindergarten

P-3 Cultural 
Education Toolkit

P-3 Literacy 
Instructional Best 
Practices (in 
January 2025)

P-3 Instructional 
Guidance Toolkit 
and recorded 
webinars 



Subscribe to OEL News!

NYSED’s 
Office of Early Learning
(518) 474-5807 
oel@nysed.gov 

http://www.nysed.gov/early-learning 
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