
OCEAN VIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Huntington Beach, California 

INSTRUCTION INDEX   BP 6000 SERIES 
Adoption/Revision/ 

Number Type Title      Review Date 

6000 BP Concepts and Roles 09/11/90 
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6111 BP School Calendar  09/11/90 
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6120 BP Instructional Plans 09/11/90 

6121 BP Instructional Goals 10/09/90 

6122 BP Affirmative Action: Instruction Program 10/09/90 

6130 BP Organizational Plan 10/09/90 

6140 BP Curriculum 10/09/90 
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6142.4 BP Community Service 10/09/90 

6142.4 AR Community Service 10/09/90 

6142.6 BP Visual and Performing Arts Education  05/15/07 

6143 BP Courses of Study 10/09/90 

6144 BP Controversial Issues 10/09/90 

6145 BP Participation in Extracurricular and Cocurricular Activities 10/09/90 
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6145.5 BP Student Organizations and Equal Access 02/07/17 

6145.5 AR Student Organizations and Equal Access 02/07/17 
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6146.1 BP Differential Graduation and Competency Standard for  

   Individuals with Exception Needs 10/09/90 
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6151 BP Class Size 10/09/90 
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6153 AR School-Sponsored Trips  12/10/13 

6154 BP Homework/Makeup Work 01/10/17 

6154 AR Homework/Makeup Work (formerly School-Site Homework Plan) 01/10/17 
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6159 BP Individualized Education Program 09/16/03 
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   Policy 10/09/90 

6162.2 BP Research/Standardized Testing 10/09/90 

6162.3 BP Use of Copyrighted Materials 10/09/90 

6162.5 BP Student Assessment 03/19/02 

6162.5 AR Student Assessment 10/06/98 

6162.51 BP Standardized Testing and Reporting Program 03/19/02 

6162.51 AR Standardized Testing and Reporting Program 03/19/02 

6162.6 BP Software Copyright 11/05/85 

6163 BP Regulations Relating to the Care of Laboratory Animals 10/23/90 

6163.2 BP Animals at School 11/14/17 

6163.2 AR Animals at School 11/14/17 

6163.4 BP Student Use of Technology 06/19/12 

6163.4 AR Student Use of Technology 06/19/12 

6164.2 BP Guidance Services 10/23/90 

6164.3 BP Psychological Services 10/23/90 

6164.4 BP Identification of Individuals for Special Education 09/16/03 

6164.4 AR Identification of Individuals for Special Education 06/07/05 
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6164.6 BP Identification and Education under Section 504 03/04/14 

6164.6 AR Identification and Education under Section 504 03/04/14 

6171 BP Title 1 Programs 01/24/23 

6171 AR Title 1 Programs 01/24/23 

6172 BP Gifted and Talented Student Program 09/04/01 

6172 AR Gifted and Talented Student Program 09/04/01 

6173 BP Education for Homeless Children 02/22/22 

6173 AR Education for Homeless Children 02/22/22 

6174 BP Education for English Language Learners 12/13/22 

6174 AR Education for English Language Learners 12/13/22 
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6175 BP Migrant Children Program 01/22/91 

6180 BP Staff Development 12/18/78 

6181 BP Alternative Schools/Program of Choice 07/07/20 

6190 BP Evaluation of the Instructional Program 02/17/04 
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INSTRUCTION 

 

Parent Involvement 

 

The Board of Trustees recognizes that parents/guardians are their children's first and most 

influential teachers and that sustained parent/guardian involvement in the education of their 

children contributes greatly to student achievement and a positive school environment. The 

Superintendent or designee shall work with parents/guardians and family members to jointly 

develop and agree upon policy and strategies to meaningfully involve parents/guardians and family 

members in District and school activities at all grade levels: advisory, decision-making, and 

advocacy roles, and activities to support learning at home. 

 
Parents/guardians shall be notified of their rights to be informed about and to participate in their 

children's education and of the opportunities available for them to do so. 

 

The District's Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) shall include goals and strategies for 

parent/guardian involvement and family engagement, including District efforts to seek 

parent/guardian input in District and school site decision-making and to promote parent/guardian 

participation in programs for English learners, foster youth, students eligible for free and reduced-

price meals, and students with disabilities. (Education Code 42238.02) 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall regularly evaluate and report to the Board on the 

effectiveness of the District's parent/guardian and family engagement efforts, including, but not 

limited to, input from parents/guardians, family members, and school staff on the adequacy of 

involvement opportunities and on barriers that may inhibit participation. 

 

Title I Schools 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall involve parents/guardians and family members in establishing 

expectations and objectives for meaningful parent/guardian and family engagement in schools 

supported by Title I funding, developing strategies that describe how the District will carry out each 

activity listed in 20 USC 6318, as contained in the accompanying Administrative Regulation, and 

implementing and evaluating such programs, activities, and procedures. As appropriate, the 

Superintendent or designee shall conduct outreach to all parents/guardians and family members.  

 

When the District's Title I, Part A allocation exceeds the amount specified in 20 USC 6318, the 

Board shall reserve at least one percent of the funding to implement parent/guardian and family 

engagement activities and shall distribute at least 90 percent of those reserved funds to eligible 

schools, with priority given to high-need schools as defined in 20 USC 6631. The Superintendent 

or designee shall involve parents/guardians and family members of participating students in 

decisions regarding how the District's Title I funds will be allotted for parent/guardian and family 

engagement activities.  

 

Expenditures of such funds shall be consistent with the activities specified in this policy and shall 

include at least one of the following:  
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INSTRUCTION 

 

Parent Involvement 

 

Title I Schools (continued) 

 

1. Support for schools and nonprofit organizations in providing professional development for 

District and school staff regarding parent/guardian and family engagement strategies, which may be 

provided jointly to teachers, principals, other school leaders, specialized instructional support 

personnel, paraprofessionals, early childhood educators, and parents/guardians and family members. 
 
2. Support for programs that reach parents/guardians and family members at home, in the 

community, and at school. 

 

3. Dissemination of information on best practices focused on parent/guardian and family 

engagement, especially best practices for increasing the engagement of economically disadvantaged 

parents/guardians and family members. 

 

4. Collaboration, or the provision of subgrants to schools to enable collaboration, with 

community-based or other organizations or employers with a record of success in improving and 

increasing parent/guardian and family engagement. 

 

5. Any other activities and strategies that the District determines are appropriate and consistent 

with this policy. 

 

If the District also receives funds under federal Title IV, Part E, to coordinate and enhance family 

engagement programs, the Superintendent or designee shall inform parents/guardians and 

organizations of the existence of Title IV. The District's Board Policy and Administrative Regulation 

containing parent/guardian and family engagement strategies shall be incorporated into the District's 

LCAP in accordance with 20 USC 6312. 
 
The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that each school receiving Title I funds develops a 

school-level parent/guardian and family engagement policy in accordance with 20 USC 6318. 

 
District and school-level parent/guardian and family engagement policies and administrative 

regulations shall be distributed to parents/guardians of students participating in Title I programs and 

shall be available to the local community. Parents/guardians shall be notified of the policy in an 

understandable and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, provided in a language the 

parents/guardians can understand.  

 

Non-Title I Schools 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and implement strategies applicable to each school that 

does not receive federal Title I funds to encourage the involvement and support of parents/guardians 

in the education of their children, including, but not limited to, strategies describing how the 

District and schools will address the purposes and goals described in Education Code 1 1502.  
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Legal Reference: 

EDU CATION CODE 

11500-11505  Programs to encourage parent involvement 48985 Notices in languages other than 

English 

51101 Parent Rights Act of 2002  

52060-52077 Local control and accountability plan 

54444.1-54444.2 Parent advisory councils, services to migrant children 

56190-56194 Community advisory committee, special education 

64001 Single plan for student achievement; consolidated application programs 

LABOR CODE 

230.8  Time off to visit child's school  

UNITED STATES CODE. TITLE 20 

6311 Parental notice of teacher qualifications and student achievement 

6312 Local educational agency plan 

6314 Schoolwide programs 

6318 Parent involvement 

6631 Teacher and school leader incentive program, purposes and definitions 

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS   TITLE 28 

35.104 Definitions, auxiliary aids and services 

35.160 Effective communications for individuals with disabilities  

 

Management  Resources: 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 

Family Engagement Framework: A Tool for California School Districts 

2014 

Title I School-Level Parental Involvement Policy 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATION 

Parental Involvement:  Title I, Part A, April 23, 2004 WEBSITES 

CSBA:  http://www.csba.org 

California Department of Education, Family, School, Community Partnerships : http:www.cde.ca.gov/lslpf 

California Parent Center: http://parent.sdsu.edu 

California State PTA:  http://www.capta.org 

National Coalition/or-Parent Involvement in Education:  http://www.ncpie.org National PTA: 

http://www.pta.org 

Parent Information and Resource Centers: http://www.pirc-info.net Parents as Teachers National Center: 

http://www.parentsastea chers.org 

U.S. Department of Education: http://www.ed.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy Adopted: 

Policy Revised: 

Policy Revised: 

09/11/90 

06/19/07 

01/24/23  

http://www.csba.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/lslpf
http://parent.sdsu.edu/
http://www.capta.org/
http://www.ncpie.org/
http://www.pta.org/
http://www.pirc-info.net/
http://www.ed.gov/
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INSTRUCTION 

 

Parent Involvement 

 

District Strategies for Title I Schools 

 

To ensure that parents/guardians and family members of students participating in Title I programs are 

provided with opportunities to be involved in their children's education, the District shall: 

 

1. Involve parents/guardians and family members in the joint development of a District plan that 

meets the requirements of 20 USC 6312 and in the development of school support and 

improvement plans pursuant to 20 USC 6311. (20 USC 6318) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. In accordance with Education Code 52063, establish a District-level parent advisory 

committee and, as applicable, an English learner parent advisory committee to review 

and comment on the District's Local Control and Accountability Plan (LCAP) in 

accordance with the review schedule established by the Board of Trustees. 

  

b. Invite input on the plan from other District committees and school site councils. 

  

c. Communicate with parents/guardians through the District newsletter, web site, or other 

methods regarding the plan and the opportunity to provide input. 

  

d. Provide copies of working drafts of the plan to parents/guardians in an understandable 

and uniform format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents/guardians 

can understand. 

  

e. Ensure that there is an opportunity at a public Board meeting for public comment on 

the plan prior to the Board's approval of the plan or revisions to the plan. 

  

f. Ensure that school-level policies on parent/guardian and family engagement address 

the role of school site councils and other parents/guardians as appropriate in the 

development and review of school plans. 

 

2. Provide coordination, technical assistance, and other support necessary to assist and build the 

capacity of Title I schools in planning and implementing effective parent/guardian and family 

engagement activities to improve student academic achievement and school performance, 

which may include meaningful consultation with employers, business leaders, and 

philanthropic organizations or individuals with 
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Parent Involvement 

  

 

District Strategies for Title I Schools (continued) 

 

expertise in effectively engaging parents/guardians and family members in education. (20 USC 

6318) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. Assign District personnel to serve as a liaison to the schools regarding Title I 

parent/guardian and family engagement issues. 

  

b. Identify funding and other resources, including community resources and services, that 

may be used to strengthen District and school parent/guardian and family engagement 

programs. 

 

c. Provide training for the principal or designee of each participating school regarding 

Title I requirements for parent/guardian and family engagement, leadership strategies, 

and communication skills to assist in facilitating the planning and implementation of 

related activities. 

  

d. With the assistance of parents/guardians, provide information and training to teachers 

and other staff regarding effective parent/guardian involvement practices and legal 

requirements. 

  

e. Provide information to schools about the indicators and assessment tools that will be 

used to monitor progress. 

  

3. To the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate Title I parent/guardian and 

family engagement strategies with parent/guardian and family engagement strategies of other 

relevant federal, state, and local programs and ensure consistency with federal, state, and local 

laws (20 USC 6318) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

 

a. Identify overlapping or similar program requirements. 

 

b. Involve District and school site representatives from other programs to assist in 

identifying specific population needs. 

 



OCEAN VIEW SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Huntington Beach, California 

 

 Page 3 of 12  

 

ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATION AR 6020 
 

INSTRUCTION 

 

Parent Involvement 

 

District Strategies for Title I Schools (continued) 

 

c. Schedule joint meetings with representatives from related programs and share data and 

information across programs. 

 

d. Develop a cohesive, coordinated plan focused on student needs and shared goals. 

 

4. Conduct, with meaningful involvement of parents/guardians and family members, an annual 

evaluation of the content and effectiveness of the parent/guardian and family engagement 

policy in improving the academic quality of the schools served by Title I, including 

identification of: (20 USC 6318) 

 

a. Barriers to greater participation in parent/guardian and family engagement activities, 

with particular attention to parents/guardians who are economically disadvantaged, are 

disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial or 

ethnic minority background. 

  

b. The needs of parents/guardians and family members, so they can better assist with their 

children's learning and engage with school personnel and teachers. 

 

c. Strategies to support successful school and family interactions. 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

 

a. Use a variety of methods, such as focus groups, surveys, and workshops, to evaluate the 

satisfaction of parents/guardians and staff with the quality and frequency of District 

communications. 

  

b. Gather and monitor data regarding the number of parents/guardians and family members 

participating in District activities and the types of activities in which they are engaged. 

  

c. Recommend to the Board measures to evaluate the impact of the District's 

parent/guardian and family engagement efforts on student achievement. 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall notify parents/guardians of this review and assessment through 

regular school communications mechanisms and shall provide a copy of the assessment to 

parents/guardians upon their request. (Education Code 11503) 
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District Strategies for Title I Schools (continued) 

  

5. Use the findings of the evaluation conducted pursuant to item #4 above to design evidence-

based strategies for more effective parent/guardian and family involvement and, if necessary, 

to revise the parent/guardian and family engagement policy. (20 USC 6318) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. Analyze data from the evaluation to identify parent/guardian and family engagement 

activities that have been successful and those activities that have had lower 

participation or less meaningful involvement by parents/guardians. 

  

b. Analyze parent/guardian and family participation to determine the level of 

participation by traditionally underrepresented groups. 

 

c. With the involvement of parents/guardians, recommend and draft proposed policy 

revisions to submit to the Board for consideration. 

  

6. Involve parents/guardians in the activities of schools served by Title I, which may include 

establishing a parent advisory board comprised of a sufficient number and representative group 

of parents/guardians or family members served by the District to adequately represent the 

needs of the population served by the District for the purposes of developing, revising, and 

reviewing the parent/guardian and family engagement policy. (20 USC 6318) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

 

a. Include information about school activities in District communications to 

parents/guardians and family members. 

 

b. To the extent practicable, assist schools with translation services or other 

accommodations needed to encourage participation of parents/guardians and family 

members.  

 

c. Establish processes to encourage parent/guardian input regarding their expectations 

and concerns for their children. 
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District Strategies for Title I Schools (continued) 

 

In addition, the District shall promote the effective involvement of parents/guardians and support a 

partnership among the school, parents/guardians, and the community to improve student achievement 

by implementing the actions specified in item #7 of the section "School-Level Policies for Title I 

Schools" below. (20 USC 6318) 

 

School-Level Policies for Title I Schools 

 

At each school receiving Title I funds, a written policy on parent/guardian and family engagement 

shall be developed jointly with the parents/guardians and family members of participating students. 

The school policy shall describe the means by which the school will: (20 USC 6318) 

 

1. Convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, to which all parents/guardians of 

participating students shall be invited and encouraged to attend, in order to inform 

parents/guardians of their school's participation in Title I and to explain Title I requirements 

and the right of parents/guardians to be involved. 

  

2. Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, for which 

related transportation, child care, and/or home visits may be provided as such services relate 

to parent/guardian involvement. 

 

3. Involve parents/guardians in an organized, ongoing, and timely way in the planning, review, 

and improvement of Title I programs, including the planning, review, and improvement of the 

school's parent/guardian and family engagement policy and, if applicable, the joint 

development of the plan for schoolwide programs pursuant to 20 USC 6314. 

 

The school may use an existing process for involving parents/guardians in the joint planning and 

design of the school's programs provided that the process includes adequate representation of 

parents/guardians of participating students. 

 

4. Provide the parents/guardians of participating students all of the following: 

  

a. Timely information about Title I programs. 

 

b. A description and explanation of the school's curriculum, forms of academic assessment 

used to measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the state academic standards. 
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Parent Involvement 

 

School-Level Policies for Title I Schools (continued) 

 

c. If requested by parents/guardians, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions 

and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions related to their children's education. The District 

shall respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. 

 

d. A description and explanation of the school's curriculum, forms of academic assessment used to 

measure student progress, and the achievement levels of the state academic standards. 

 

e. If requested by parents/guardians, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions 

and to participate, as appropriate, in decisions related to their children's education. The District 

shall respond to any such suggestions as soon as practicably possible. 

 

5. If the schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents/guardians of participating 

students, submit any parent/guardian comments when the school makes the plan available to the 

District. 

 

6. Jointly develop with the parents/guardians of participating students a school-parent compact that 

outlines how parents/guardians, the entire school staff, and students will share responsibility for 

improved student academic achievement and the means by which the school and parents/guardians 

will build a partnership to help students achieve state standards. 

 

This compact shall address: 

  

a. The school's responsibility to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive 

and effective learning environment that enables participating students to achieve the state's 

challenging academic achievement standards. 

  

b. Ways in which parents/guardians will be responsible for supporting their children's learning, 

volunteering in the classroom, and participating, as appropriate, in decisions related to their 

children's education and the positive use of extracurricular time. 

 

c. The importance of communication between teachers and parents/guardians on an ongoing 

basis through, at a minimum: 

 

i. Parent-teacher conferences in elementary schools, at least annually, during which the 

compact shall be discussed as it relates to the student's achievement. 

  

ii. Frequent reports to parents/guardians on their children's progress. 
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Parent Involvement 

 

School-Level Policies for Title I Schools (continued) 

 

iii. Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer and participate in their child's 

classroom, and observation of classroom activities. 

  

iv. Regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school staff, 

and, to the extent practicable, in a language that family members can understand. 

 

7. Promote the effective involvement of parents/guardians and support a partnership among the 

school, parents/guardians, and the community to improve student achievement through the following 

actions: 

  

a. Assist parents/guardians in understanding such topics as the state academic standards, state 

and local academic assessments, the requirements of Title I, and how to monitor a child's progress 

and work with educators to improve the achievement of their children. 

  

b. Provide parents/guardians with materials and training, such as literacy training and using 

technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to help them 

work with their children to improve their children's achievement. 

 

c. With the assistance of parents/guardians, educate teachers, specialized instructional support 

personnel, principals and other school leaders, and other staff, in the value and utility of 

parent/guardian contributions and in how to reach out to, communicate with, and work with 

parents/guardians as equal partners, implement and coordinate parent/guardian programs, and build 

ties between parents/guardians and the schools. 

 

d. To the extent feasible and appropriate, coordinate and integrate parent/guardian involvement 

programs and activities with other federal, state, and local programs, including public preschool 

programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent resource centers, that encourage and support 

parents/guardians in fully participating in their children's education. 

  

e. Ensure that information related to school and parent/guardian programs, meetings, and other 

activities is sent to the parents/guardians of participating students in a format and, to the extent 

practicable, in a language the parents/guardians can understand. 

 

f. Provide other such reasonable support for parent/guardian involvement activities as 

parents/guardians may request. 
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School-Level Policies for Title I Schools (continued) 

 

In addition, the school plan may include strategies to: 

  

a. Involve parents/guardians in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other 

educators to improve the effectiveness of such training. 

  

b. Provide necessary literacy training, using Title I funds if the District has exhausted all other 

reasonably available sources of funding for such training. 

  

c. Pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with parent/guardian involvement activities, 

including transportation and child care costs, to enable parents/guardians to participate in school-

related meetings and training sessions. 

  

d. Educate parents/guardians to enhance the involvement of other parents/guardians. 

  

e. Arrange school meetings at a variety of times or, when parents/guardians are unable to attend 

such conferences, conduct in-home conferences between parents/guardians and teachers or other 

educators who work directly with participating students, in order to maximize parent/guardian 

involvement and participation. 

  

f. Adopt and implement model approaches to improving parent/guardian involvement. 

  

g. Establish a parent advisory council to provide advice on all matters related to parent/guardian 

involvement in Title I programs. 

  

h. Develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in parent 

/guardian involvement activities. 

  

i. Make referrals to community agencies and organizations that offer literacy training, 

parent/guardian education programs, and/or other services that help to improve the conditions of 

parents/guardians and families. 

 

j. Provide a master calendar of District/school activities and meetings. 

 

k. Provide information about opportunities for parent/guardian and family engagement through 

the District newsletter, web site, or other written or electronic means. 
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Parent Involvement 

 

School-Level Policies for Title I Schools (continued) 

 

l. Engage parent-teacher organizations to actively seek out and involve parents/guardians through 

regular communication updates and information sessions. 

  

m. To the extent practicable, provide translation services at school sites and at meetings involving 

parents/guardians and family members as needed. 

  

n. Provide training and information to members of District and school site councils and advisory 

committees to help them fulfill their functions. 

  

o. Provide ongoing workshops to assist school site staff, parents/guardians, and family members in 

planning and implementing improvement strategies, and seek their input in developing the 

workshops. 

  

p. Regularly evaluate the effectiveness of staff development activities related to parent/guardian 

and family engagement. 

 

q. Include expectations for parent/guardian outreach and involvement in staff job descriptions and 

evaluations. 

  

8. To the extent practicable, provide opportunities for the informed participation of 

parents/guardians and family members (including parents/guardians and family members with 

limited English proficiency, parents/guardians and family members with disabilities, and 

parents/guardians and family members of migrant children), including providing information 

and school reports required under 20 USC 6311(h) in a format and language such 

parents/guardians can understand. 

 

If the school has a parent involvement policy that applies to all parents/guardians, it may amend that 

policy to meet the above requirements. (20 USC 6318) 

 

Each school receiving Title I funds shall annually evaluate the effectiveness of its parent/guardian and 

family engagement policy. Such evaluation may be conducted during the process of reviewing the 

school plan for student achievement in accordance with Education Code 64001. 

 

The school's policy shall be periodically updated to meet the changing needs of parents/guardians and 

the school. (20 USC 6318) 
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Parent Involvement 

 

District Strategies for Non-Title I Schools 

 

For each school that does not receive federal Title I funds, the Superintendent or designee shall, at a 

minimum: 

1. Engage parents/guardians and family members positively in their children's education by 

providing assistance and training on topics such as state academic standards and assessments 

to increase their knowledge and skills to use at home to support their children's academic 

efforts at school and their children's development as responsible members of society. 

(Education Code 11502, 11504) 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. Provide or make referrals to literacy training and/or parent education programs 

designed to improve the skills of parents/guardians and enhance their ability to support 

their children's education. 

  

b. Provide information, in parent handbooks and through other appropriate means, 

regarding academic expectations and resources to assist with the subject matter. 

  

c. Provide parents/guardians with information about students' class assignments and 

homework assignments. 

 

2. Inform parents/guardians that they can directly affect the success of their children's learning, 

by providing them with techniques and strategies that they may use to improve their children's 

academic success and to assist their children in learning at home. (Education Code 11502, 

11504) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. Provide parents/guardians with information regarding ways to create an effective study 

environment for their children at home and to encourage good study habits. 

  

b. Encourage parents/guardians to monitor their children's school attendance, homework 

completion, and television viewing. 

  

c. Encourage parents/guardians to volunteer in their child's classroom and to participate 

in school advisory committees. 
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Parent Involvement 

 

District Strategies for Non-Title I Schools (continued) 

 

3. Build consistent and effective two-way communication between the home and school so that 

parents/guardians and family members may know when and how to assist their children in 

support of classroom learning activities. (Education Code 11502, 11504) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. Ensure that teachers provide frequent reports to parents/guardians on their children's 

progress and hold parent-teacher conferences at least once per year with 

parents/guardians of elementary school students. 

  

b. Provide opportunities for parents/guardians to observe classroom activities and to 

volunteer in their child's classroom. 

  

c. Provide information about parent/guardian and family engagement opportunities 

through District, school, and/or class newsletters, the District's web site, and other 

written or electronic communications. 

  

d. To the extent practicable, provide notices and information to parents/guardians in a 

format and language they can understand. 

  

e. Develop mechanisms to encourage parent/guardian input on District and school issues. 

  

f. Identify barriers to parent/guardian and family participation in school activities, 

including parents/guardians and family members who are economically disadvantaged, 

are disabled, have limited English proficiency, have limited literacy, or are of any racial 

or ethnic minority background. 

  

g. Encourage greater parent/guardian participation by adjusting meeting schedules to 

accommodate parent/guardian needs and, to the extent practicable, by providing 

translation or interpreter services, transportation, and/or child care. 

  

4. Train teachers, administrators, specialized instructional support personnel, and other staff to 

communicate effectively with parents/guardians as equal partners. (Education Code 11502, 

11504) 
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INSTRUCTION 

 

Parent Involvement 

 

District Strategies for Non-Title I Schools (continued) 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. Provide staff development to assist staff in strengthening two-way communications 

with parents/guardians, including parents/guardians who have limited English 

proficiency or limited literacy. 

  

b. Invite input from parents/guardians regarding the content of staff development 

activities pertaining to home-school communications. 

  

5. Integrate and coordinate parent/guardian and family engagement activities within the LCAP 

with other activities. 

 

The Superintendent or designee may: 

  

a. Include parent/guardian and family engagement strategies in school reform or school 

improvement initiatives. 

  

b. Involve parents/guardians and family members in school planning processes. 
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Instruction 

 

The Board of Trustees recognizes that the District’s athletic program constitutes an integral 

component of the educational program and helps to build a positive school climate. The athletic 

program also promotes the physical, social, and emotional well-being and character development 

of participating students. The athletic program shall be designed to meet students’ interests and 

abilities and shall be varied in scope to attract wide participation. 

 

All athletic teams shall be supervised by qualified coaches to ensure that student athletes receive 

appropriate instruction and guidance related to safety, health, sports skills, and sportsmanship. 

Athletic events shall be officiated by qualified personnel.  

Nondiscrimination and Equivalent Opportunities in the Athletic Program 

The District’s athletic program shall be free from discrimination and discriminatory practices 

prohibited by state and federal law. The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that equivalent 

athletic opportunities are provided for males and females. 

 

Any complaint regarding the District’s athletic program shall be filed in accordance with the 

District’s uniform complaint procedures. 

 

Student Eligibility 

 

Eligibility requirements for participation in the District’s interscholastic athletic program, 

including requirements pertaining to academic achievement and residency, shall be the same as 

those set by the District for participation in extracurricular and cocurricular activities. 

 

Students shall not be charged a fee to participate in an athletic program. 

 

Sportsmanship 

 

The Board of Trustees values the quality and integrity of the athletic program and the character 

development of student athletes. Student athletes, coaches, parents/guardian, spectators, and 

others are expected to demonstrate good sportsmanship, ethical conduct, and fair play during all 

athletic competitions. They shall also abide by the core principles of trustworthiness, respect, 

responsibility, fairness, caring, and good citizenship. Students and staff may be subject to 

disciplinary action for improper conduct.  
 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 

200-262.4 Prohibition of discrimination 

17578 Cleaning and sterilizing of football equipment 
17580-17581 Football equipment 

32221.5 Required insurance for athletic activities 

 

http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/138754/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/138778/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/137086/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/137088/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/137089/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/420804/
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Legal Reference: (continued) 
33353-33353.5 California Interscholastic Federation; implementation of policies, insurance program 

33354 California Department of Education authority over interscholastic athletics 

35160.5 District policies; rules and regulations 
35179 Interscholastic athletics 

35179.5 Interscholastic athletics; limitation on full-contact practices 

48850 Interscholastic athletics; students in foster care 
48900 Grounds for suspension and expulsion 

48930-48938 Student organizations 

49020-49023 Athletic programs; legislative intent, equal opportunity 
49030-49034 Performance-enhancing substances 

49458 Health examinations, interscholastic athletic program 

49475 Health and safety, concussions and head injuries 
49700-49701 Education of children of military families 

51242 Exemption from physical education for high school students in interscholastic athletic program 

PENAL CODE 
245.6 Hazing 

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

4900-4965 Nondiscrimination in elementary and secondary education programs, especially: 
4920-4922 Nondiscrimination in intramural, interscholastic, and club activities 

5531 Supervision of extracurricular activities of students 

5590-5596 Employment of noncertificated coaches 
UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 

1681-1688 Discrimination based on sex or blindness, Title IX 

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 34 
106.31 Nondiscrimination on the basis of sex in education programs or activities 

106.33 Comparable facilities 

106.41 Nondiscrimination in athletic programs 
COURT DECISIONS 

Mansourian v. Regents of University of California, (2010) 594 F. 3d 1095 

Kahn v. East Side Union High School District, (2004) 31 Cal. 4th 990t 
McCormick v. School District of Mamaroneck, (2004) 370 F.3d 275 

Hartzell v. Connell, (1984) 35 Cal. 3d 899 

 
Management Resources: 

CSBA PUBLICATIONS 

Final Guidance: AB 1266, Transgender and Gender Nonconforming Students, Privacy, Programs, Activities and Facilities, March 
2014 

Student Fees Litigation Update, Education Legal Alliance Advisory, May 20, 2011 

A School Board Member's Guide to CIF and Interscholastic Sports, 1997 
CALIFORNIA INTERSCHOLASTIC FEDERATION PUBLICATIONS 

Guidelines for Gender Identity Participation 

California Interscholastic Federation Constitution and Bylaws 
A Guide to Equity in Athletics 

Acute Concussion Evaluation (ACE) Care Plan, 2006 

Pursuing Victory with Honor, 1999 
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION PUBLICATIONS 

Heads Up: Concussion in High School Sports, Tool Kit, June 2010 

Heads Up: Concussion in Youth Sports, Tool Kit, July 2007 
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS, U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 

Intercollegiate Athletics Policy Clarification: The Three-Part Test - Part Three, Dear Colleague letter, April 20, 2010 

WEB SITES 
CSBA: http://www.csba.org 

California Department of Education: http://www.cde.ca.gov 
California Interscholastic Federation: http://www.cifstate.org 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Concussion Resources: http://www.cdc.gov/concussion 

National Federation of State High School Associations: http://www.nfhs.org 
National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment: http://www.nocsae.org 

U.S. Anti-Doping Agency: http://www.usada.org 

U.S. Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights: http://www2.ed.gov/ocr 

 

 
Policy Adopted: 01/10/17 (replaces Organizations/Associations) 

http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/721393/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/131289/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/226508/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/133166/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/226509/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/1006980/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/137886/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/137736/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/132256/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/132262/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/132272/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/132275/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/388037/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/388041/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/658651/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/1006981/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/600215/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/600235/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/132687/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/421010/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/187041/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/244922/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/187048/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/187050/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/187063/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/187069/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/187075/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/189980/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/189987/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/274456/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/191232/
http://gamutonline.net/displayPolicy/191240/
http://www.csba.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/
http://www.cifstate.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/concussion
http://www.nfhs.org/
http://www.nocsae.org/
http://www.usada.org/
http://www2.ed.gov/ocr
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Nondiscrimination and Equivalent Opportunities in the Athletic Program 

No student shall be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, be denied 

equivalent opportunity in, or otherwise be discriminated against in interscholastic, intramural, or 

club athletics on the basis of actual or perceived sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, 

gender expression, ethic group identification, race, ancestry, national origin, religion, color, 

mental or physical disability, or any other basis specified in law. 

Each student shall be allowed to participate in any single-sex athletic program or activity 

consistent with his/her gender identity and for which he/she is otherwise eligible to participate, 

irrespective of the gender listed on the student’s records. 

When a school provides only one team in a particular sport for members of one sex, but provides 

no team in the same sport for members of the other sex, and athletic opportunities in the total 

program for that sex have been previously limited, members of the excluded sex shall be allowed 

to try out and compete with the team. The same standards for eligibility shall be applied to every 

student trying out for the team, regardless of sex, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, 

gender expression, or other protected group status. 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that equivalent opportunities are available to both 

sexes in athletic programs by considering, among other factors: 

1. Whether the offered selection of sports and levels of competition effectively 

accommodate the interests and abilities of both sexes 

The athletic program may be found to effectively accommodate the interests and abilities 

of both sexes using any one of the following tests: 

a. Whether the interscholastic-level participation opportunities for male and female 

students are provided in numbers substantially proportionate to their respective 

enrollments 

 

b. Where the members of one sex have been and are underrepresented among 

interscholastic athletes, whether the District can show a history and a continuing 

practice of program expansion that is demonstrable responsive to the developing 

interests and abilities of the members of that sex  

 

c. Where the members of one sex are under represented among interscholastic 

athletes and the District cannot show a history and continuing practice of program 

expansion as required in item b above, whether the District can demonstrate that 

the interests and abilities of the members of that sex have been fully and 

effectively accommodated by the present program 
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Nondiscrimination and Equivalent Opportunities in the Athletic Program (continued) 

2.  The provision and maintenance of equipment and supplies 

 

3.  Scheduling of games and practice times, selection of the season for a sport, and location 

of the games and practices 

 

4.  Travel and per diem allowances 

 

5.  Opportunities to receive coaching and academic tutoring 

 

6.  Assignment and compensation of coaches and tutors 

 

7.  Provision of locker rooms, practice facilities, and competitive facilities 

 

8.  Provision of medical and training facilities and services 

 

9.  Provision of housing and dining facilities and services 

 

10.  Publicity  

 

11.  Provision of necessary funds 
 

Beginning with the 2015-16 school year and every year thereafter, each school that offers 

competitive athletics shall post the following information on school web sites, or on the District 

web site if the school does not have a web site, at the end of the school year: 

 

1. The total enrollment of the school, classified by gender 

 

2. The number of students enrolled at the school who participate in competitive athletics, 

classified by gender 

 

3. The number of boys’ and girls’ teams, classified by sport and by competition level 

 

The data reported for items #1-3 above shall reflect the total number of players on a team roster 

on the official first day of competition. The materials used to compile this information shall be 

retained by the school for at least three years after the information is posted on the web site. 
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Health and Safety 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall annually distribute to student athletes and their 

parents/guardians an information sheet on concussions and head injuries. The student and 

parent/guardian shall sign and return the information sheet before the student’s initiating practice 

or competition. 
 

If a student athlete is suspected of sustaining a concussion or head injury in an athletic activity, 

he/she shall be immediately removed from the activity for the remainder of the day. The student 

shall not be permitted to return to the activity until he/she is evaluated by a licensed health care 

provider trained in the management of concussions and receives the health care provider’s 

written clearance to return to the activity. If the health care provider determines that the athlete 

sustained a concussion or a head injury, the athlete shall also complete a graduated return-to-play 

protocol of no less than seven days in duration under the supervision of a licensed health care 

provider. 
 

The Superintendent of designee shall notify the student’s parent/guardian of the date, time, and 

extent of any injury suffered by the student and any actions taken to treat the student. 
 

The Superintendent or designee shall provide training to coaches and/or athletic trainers 

regarding concussion symptoms, prevention, and appropriate response. 
 

A middle school or high school football team shall not hold a full-contact practice during the off-

season and shall not conduct more than two full-contact practices per week during the preseason 

and regular season (from 30 days before the commencement of the regular season until the 

completion of the final interscholastic football game of the season). In addition, the full-contact 

portion of a practice shall not exceed 90 minutes in any single day. For these purposes, full-

contact practice means a practice where drills or live action is conducted that involved collisions 

at game speed, where players execute tackles and other activity that is typical of an actual tackle 

football game.  

 

Parental Notifications 

Before a student participates in interscholastic athletic activities, the Superintendent or designee 

shall send a notice to the student’s parents/guardians which: 

 

1. Contains information about the procedures for filing a discrimination complaint that 

arises out of an interscholastic athletic activity, including the name of the District’s Title 

IX Coordinator 

 

2.  Includes a copy of students’ Title IX rights pursuant to Education Code 221.8 
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Parental Notifications (continued) 

3.  Explains that there is an element of risk associated with all athletic competitions and that 

the District cannot guarantee that students will not be injured, despite a commitment to 

every participant’s health and welfare 

 

4. Proves information about insurance protection pursuant to Education Code 32221.5 

 

5. Requests parental permission for the student to participate in the program and, if 

appropriate, be transported by the District to and from competitions 

 

6.   States the District’s expectation that students adhere strictly to all safety rules, 

regulations, and instructions, as well as rules and guidelines related to conduct and 

sportsmanship 
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The Board of Trustees believes that student groups or clubs reinforce the instructional program, 

give students experiences in civics and government, and provide social and recreational activities. 

Student groups also serve to honor outstanding student achievement and enhance school spirit and 

students’ sense of belonging. Prior to meeting on school grounds, all student groups shall be 

authorized by the principal or designee in accordance with Board policy and administrative 

regulation.  

 

The Board of Trustees encourages students to pursue interests and clubs which may not directly 

relate to the District’s curriculum and, to that end, has created a limited open forum. 

 

All student-initiated groups shall be given equal access to meet on school premises during 

noninstructional time without regard to their religious, political, philosophical, or other speech 

content. The Board of Trustees shall ensure that: 

1. The meeting shall be voluntary and student-initiated. 

 

2. There shall be no sponsorship of the meeting by the school or staff. The term sponsorship 

means that school staff are promoting, leading, or participating in a meeting. The 

assignment of a teacher, administrator, or other school employee to a meeting for custodial 

purposes shall not constitute sponsorship of the meeting. 

 

3. Employees of the school shall be present at religious meetings only in a nonparticipatory 

capacity. 

 

4. The meeting shall not materially and substantially interfere with the orderly conduct of 

educational activities within the school. 

 

5. Nonschool persons shall not direct, conduct, control, or regularly attend activities of 

student groups. 

All student clubs or groups shall have equal access to the school media to announce meetings, 

including the public address system, the school newspaper, bulletin boards, and school web site. 

However, the principal or designee may issue a disclaimer that such activities are not school-

sponsored. 

 

All noncurriculum-related student groups shall be given equal access to meeting space, school 

equipment, and supplies.  No school shall deny equal access or a fair opportunity to meet, or 

otherwise discriminate against, any group officially affiliated with the Boy Scouts of America, or 

with any other youth group listed as a patriotic society in Title 36 of the United States Code, for 

reasons based on the membership or leadership criteria or oath of allegiance to God and country. 
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Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 

52  Designation of secondary schools 

53  Designation of high schools 

200-262.3  Prohibition of discrimination on the basis of sex 

38130-38138  Civic Center Act 

48900  Hazing 

48907  Student exercise of free expression 

48930-48938  Student organizations 

48950  Freedom of speech 

49020-49023  Athletic programs 

PENAL CODE 

627-627.10  Access to school premises 

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

2  Definitions 

5531  Supervision of extracurricular activities of students 

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 

4071-4074 Equal Access Act 

7904  School prayer 

7905  Boy Scouts equal access 

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 36 

20101-240112  Patriotic organizations 

COURT DECISIONS 

Prince v. Jacoby, (2001) 303 F.3d 1074 

Culbertson et al. v. Oakridge School District, (2002) 258 F.3d 1061 

Good News Club et al. v. Milford Central School, (2001) 121 S.Ct. 2093 

Ceniceros v. Board of Trustees of the San Diego Unified School District, (1997) 106 F.3d 878 

Board of Education of Westside Community School District v. Mergens By and Through Mergens (1989, 8th Cir.) 867 

F.2d 1076 

Perumal et al v. Saddleback Valley Unified School District, (1988) 198 Cal. App. 3d 64 

Student Coalition for Peace v. Lower Merion School District Board of Directors, (1985) 776 F.2d. 431 

Hartzell v. Connell, (1984) 35 Cal. 3d 899 

 

Management Resources: 

 WEB SITES 

 U.S. Department of Education:  http://www.ed.gov 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Policy adopted:  02/07/17 
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Because the District has established a limited open forum, the principal or designee shall not deny 

any student-initiated school group access to school facilities during noninstructional time on the 

basis of religious, political, philosophical, or any other content of speech to be addressed at such 

meetings.  

 

Such meetings shall not interfere with regular school activities. The Superintendent or designee 

shall identify the noninstructional time period(s) set aside for meetings of student groups either 

before or after actual classroom instruction times. Meetings shall not be held during the lunch 

period. 

 

Meetings held within the limited open forum shall entail no expenditure of public funds beyond 

the incidental cost of providing the meeting space. 

 

Students shall leave the meeting place in a clean, orderly, and secure condition after their meetings. 

The Superintendent or designee may deny the use of facilities to any group that he/she believes 

will materially disrupt the school program or threaten the health and safety of students and staff. 

 

Authorization for Student Groups   

 

Any student wishing to create either a curriculum- or noncurriculum-related student groups shall 

first request authorization from the principal or designee. The group shall provide the principal or 

designee with the following information: 

1. Name of the organization and names of student contacts. 

 

2. A statement of the organization’s purposes, objectives, and activities 

 

3. A copy of the proposed bylaws of the student group, including a description of how officers 

will be selected, as well as the bylaws of any off-campus organization with which the group 

may be affiliated 

 

4. The name of the proposed faculty advisor, if any 

 

5. The proposed dates, times, and location of meetings 

 

6. Any special equipment to be used 

 

7. A description of the qualifications for membership, if any  

 

8. If a curriculum-related group, a statement of the relation of the club to the curriculum 

and/or instructional program  
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Authorization for Student Groups  (continued) 

 

The principal or designee may establish school rules governing the meetings of curriculum-related 

groups, such as attendance or grade requirements. Such rules may vary depending on the group, 

such as whether or not academic credit is given for participation in the group. 

 

Role of Staff Adviser 

 

For any curriculum-related student group, the staff adviser shall provide guidance and teaching to 

students to ensure that the group’s activities are aligned to the District’s goals and objectives and 

shall provide supervision and leadership of the group. The principal shall have final authority in 

determining the assignment and role of the staff adviser. 

 

For noncurriculum-related student groups, a staff adviser may be assigned voluntarily to observe 

meetings for purposes of maintaining order and protecting student safety. Staff advisers and other 

school employees shall not promote, lead, or participate in the meetings.  

 

A school employee may refuse to attend a meeting of a student group if the content of the speech 

at the meeting is contrary to the employee’s beliefs. 

 

Hazing 

 

Any student who engages in hazing may be subject to discipline including, but not limited to, 

suspension or expulsion. Hazing means a method of initiation or pre-initiation into a student 

organization or body, whether or not the organization or body is officially recognized by the 

District, which is likely to cause serious bodily injury or personal degradation or disgrace resulting 

in physical or mental harm to a former, current, or prospective student.  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Regulation adopted:  02/07/17 
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The Board of Trustees recognizes that homework is intended to be purposeful and meaningful, 

leading to increased student achievement. The Board encourages students, parents/guardians and 

teachers to view homework as an important extension of classroom instruction. When homework 

is purposeful and meaningful, it contributes to building responsibility, self-discipline, and life-

long learning habits. The Board encourages students, parents/guardians, and staff to view 

homework routines as an important part of students’ daily lives.   
  

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that administrators and teachers develop and 

implement an effective homework plan at each school site. 
 

Although there is an expectation that it is the student’s responsibility to complete homework 

assignments independently, the Board of Trustees encourages teachers at all grade levels to 

include parents/guardians as a supportive resource. Parents/guardians shall be notified by their 

child’s teacher when their child repeatedly fails to complete and/or submit homework. 
 

Makeup Work 

 

Students who miss school work because of an excused absence shall be given the opportunity to 

complete all missed assignments and tests that can be reasonably provided.  As determined by 

the teacher, the assignments and tests shall be reasonably equivalent to, but not necessarily 

identical to, the assignments and tests missed during the absence.  Students shall receive full 

earned credit for work satisfactorily completed within a reasonable period of time after they 

return from their excused absence.  (Education Code 48205) 

 

 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 

48205  Absences for personal reasons 

48913  Completion of work missed by suspended student 
48980  Parental notifications 

58700-58702  Tutoring and homework assistance program; summer school apportionment credit 

 
Management Resources: 

SBE POLICIES 

Parent Involvement in the Education of Their Children, 1994 
Policy Statement on Homework, 1995 

 

 

 
Policy Revised: 10/09/90 

Policy Revised: 07/06/99 

Policy Revised: 01/10/17 
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School-Site Homework Plan 

 

The principal and staff at each school shall develop and regularly review a school-site homework 

plan which includes research-based guidelines for the assignment of homework and describes the 

responsibilities of students, staff and parents/guardians.  The plan shall address the following: 

 

1. Homework is intended to be purposeful and meaningful, leading to increased student 

achievement. 

2. When homework is assigned, it should not exceed approximately 10 minutes per grade 

level per day. In addition to the 10 minutes per grade level per day, site plans may 

encourage 20 minutes a day of recreational reading.  

 For Example:  

a. TK and Kindergarten – approximately 20 minutes of recreational reading 

b. First Grade – approximately 10 minutes of homework 

c. Second Grade – approximately 20 minutes of homework 

d. Third Grade – approximately 30 minutes of homework 

e. Fourth Grade – approximately 40 minutes of homework 

f. Fifth Grade – approximately 50 minutes of homework 

g. Sixth Grade – approximately 60 minutes of homework  

h. Seventh Grade – approximately 70 minutes of homework 

i. Eighth Grade – approximately 80 minutes of homework 
 

3. Unless otherwise stated, homework assignments are expected to be completed 

independently by the student. Parents/guardians shall be informed about homework 

expectations, how homework relates to their children’s grades, and homework strategies to 

best help their children. 

4. Techniques will be taught to help students allocate their time wisely, meet their deadlines 

and develop good personal study habits and such techniques will be communicated to 

students and parents. 

5. Incorporated within the routine homework assignments mentioned in #2, students may 

experience long-term projects, independent research, reports, and/or problem solving 

activities throughout the year. Students may have access to additional support materials 

through the library and online sources. 
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School-Site Homework Plan (continued) 

6. Teachers shall coordinate assignments so that students receive a balanced amount of 

homework. 

The Superintendent or designee shall notify parents/guardians that no student may have his/her 

grade reduced or lose academic credit for any excused absence when missed assignments and 

tests are satisfactorily completed within a reasonable period of time.  Such notifications shall 

include the full text of Education Code 48205.  (Education Code 48980) 

 

The teacher of any class from which a student is suspended may require the student to complete 

any assignments and tests missed during the suspension.  (Education Code 48913) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Regulation Adopted: 07/06/99 

Regulation Revised: 01/10/17     
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DISTANCE LEARNING 

The Board of Trustees recognizes that distance learning can be a viable alternative instructional 

strategy that supports student achievement of academic goals.  Distance learning opportunities 

may be offered to students participating in independent study, credit recovery courses, 

enrichment courses, or other courses identified by the Superintendent or designee, or in the event 

that a school site is physically closed due to widespread illness, pandemic, natural disaster, or 

other emergency. 
 

The District may offer distance learning through a variety of delivery methods as appropriate for 

the grade level and subject matter.  Distance learning opportunities may include video, audio, 

and/or written instruction in which the primary mode of communication between the student and 

teacher is online interaction, instructional television, live or prerecorded video, telecourses, and 

other instruction that relies on computer or communications technology.  They may also include 

the use of print materials with written or oral feedback. 
 

The Superintendent or designee shall review and select distance learning courses, which may 

include those taught by District staff or others, that are of high academic quality and are aligned 

with District standards and curricula.  As appropriate, courses may be self-directed to allow 

students to complete assignments at their own pace and/or may involve real-time interaction 

among the teacher and students. 
 

The Superintendent or designee shall, in collaboration with teachers, plan for schoolwide or 

long-term distance learning in the event of a school closure.  In developing the plan, the 

Superintendent or designee shall analyze the course sequence, prioritize content and standards to 

be completed, and recommend the grading criteria.  In such circumstances, students' social-

emotional wellness shall be taken into account, and schedules and learning experiences shall be 

designed to build continuity, routine, and regular connections with students. 
 

As needed, the Superintendent or designee shall provide teachers with training and ongoing 

support, including technological support and guidance, to effectively implement distance 

learning.  The District shall also provide opportunities for teachers to communicate and 

collaborate with each other to exchange information on effective practices. 
 

Staff shall comply with all copyright regulations in developing materials to be used in distance 

education courses. 
 

The District shall take steps to ensure that distance learning opportunities are available to all 

students, including economically disadvantaged students, students with disabilities, and English 

learners.  Teachers may use multiple methods of providing instruction to meet student needs.  All 

online programming and Internet content shall meet accessibility standards for students with 

disabilities, including compatibility with commonly used assistive technologies. 
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DISTANCE LEARNING (continued) 

The Superintendent or designee shall assess students' access to technological devices and the 

Internet and, consistent with the District's budget and technology plan, may loan devices to 

students to use at home and/or assist families in identifying free service providers. Students are 

expected to use District technology responsibly in accordance with the District's Acceptable Use 

Agreement.  To the extent possible, the District shall make technical and academic support 

available to students. 

 

Teachers shall provide regular communications to students and parents/guardians about 

expectations, assignments, and available resources to assist the student in successful completion 

of distance learning coursework. 

 

Grading of distance learning assignments and assessments of end-of-course knowledge and 

understanding of the subject matter shall be consistent with District policy on grading for 

equivalent courses. 

 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 

35182.5  Contracts for electronic products or services; prohibitions 

51210-51212  Course of study for grades 1-6 

51220-51229  Course of study for grades 7-12 

51740-51741  Authority to provide instruction by correspondence 

51745-51749.3  Independent study 

51865  California distance learning policy 

PUBLIC CONTRACT CODE 

20118.2  Contracting by school districts; technological equipment 

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 

7131  Internet safety 

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 47 

254 Universal service discounts (E-rate); Internet safety 

 

Management Resources: 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 

COVID-19 Guidance for K-12 Schools 

WORLD WIDE WEB CONSORTIUM PUBLICATIONS 

Web Content Accessibility Guidelines 

WEB SITES 

California Department of Education:  http://www.cde.ca.gov 

World Wide Web Consortium, Web Accessibility Initiative:  http://www.w3.org/wai 

 

 

Policy adopted:  07/07/2020 
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The Board of Trustees authorizes independent study as an optional alternative instructional 

strategy for eligible students whose needs may be best met through study outside of the regular 

classroom setting. Independent study shall offer a means of individualizing the educational plan 

to serve students who desire a more challenging educational experience or whose health or other 

personal circumstances make classroom attendance difficult, or who are unable to access 

course(s) due to scheduling problems. As necessary to meet student needs, independent study 

may be offered for short- or long-term basis. 

 

The Superintendent or designee may provide a variety of independent study opportunities, 

including, but not limited to, through a program or class within a comprehensive school, an 

alternative school or program of choice, or an online course. 

 

A student’s participation in independent study shall be voluntary. (Education Code 51747, 

51749.5)  
 

Independent study for each student shall be under the general supervision of a District employee 

who possesses a valid certification document pursuant to Education Code 44865 or an 

emergency credential pursuant to Education Code 44300. Students’ independent study shall be 

coordinated, evaluated, and documented, as prescribed by law and reflected in the accompanying 

administrative regulation. (Education Code 51747.5) 
 

The minimum period of time for any independent study option shall be one school day.   

 

General Independent Study Requirements 

 

For the 2022-23 school year and thereafter, the Superintendent or designee may continue to offer 

and approve independent study for an individual student upon determining that the student is 

prepared to meet the District’s requirements for independent study and is likely to succeed in 

independent study as well as or better than the student would in the regular classroom setting.  
 

Because excessive leniency in the duration of independent study assignments may result in a 

student falling behind his/her peers and increase the risk of dropping out of school, independent 

study assignments shall be completed no more than one week after assigned for all grade levels 

and types of program. However, when necessary based on the specific circumstances of the 

student’s approved program, the Superintendent or designee may allow for a longer period of 

time between the date an assignment is made and when it is due, up to the termination date of the 

agreement.    
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General Independent Study Requirements (continued) 

 

An evaluation shall be conducted to determine whether it is in a student’s best interest to remain 

in independent study whenever the student fails to make satisfactory educational progress and/or 

misses three assignments. A written record of the findings of any evaluation made pursuant to 

this policy shall be treated as a mandatory interim pupil record. The record shall be maintained 

for a period of three years from the date of the evaluation and, if the pupil transfers to another 

California public school, the record shall be forwarded to that school. Satisfactory educational 

progress shall be determined based on all of the following indicators:  (Education Code 51747)  

 

1. The student’s achievement and engagement in the independent study program, as 

indicated by the student’s performance on applicable student-level measures of student 

achievement and engagement specified in Education Code 52060 

2. The completion of assignments, assessments, or other indicators that evidence that the 

student is working on assignments 

3. Learning required concepts, as determined by the supervising teacher 

4. Progress towards successful completion of the course of study or individual course, as 

determined by the supervising teacher 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that students participating in independent study are 

provided with content aligned to grade level standards at a level of quality and intellectual 

challenge substantially equivalent to in-person instruction.  (Education Code 51747) 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that students participating in independent study for  

16 school days or more receive the following throughout the school year.  (Education Code 

51747) 

 

1. For students in grades transitional kindergarten, kindergarten, and grades 1 to 3, 

opportunities for daily synchronous instruction 

2. For students in grades 4-8, opportunities for both daily live interaction and at least 

weekly synchronous instruction 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that procedures for tiered reengagement strategies 

are used for all students who are not generating attendance for more than three school days or 60 

percent of the instructional days in a school week, or who are in violation of their written 

agreement. This requirement only applies to students participating in an independent study 

program for 16 school days or more. The procedures shall include, but are not necessarily limited 

to, all of the following:  (Education Code 51747) 
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General Independent Study Requirements (continued) 

 

1. Verification of current contact information for each enrolled student 

2. Notification to parents/guardians of lack of participation within one school day of the 

absence of lack of participation 

3. A plan for outreach from the school to determine student needs, including connection 

with health and social services as necessary 

4. A clear standard for requiring a student-parent-educator conference to review a student’s 

written agreement and reconsider the independent study program’s impact on the 

student’s achievement and well-being 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop a plan to transition students whose families wish to 

return to in-person instruction from independent study expeditiously and, in no case later than 

five instructional days. This requirement only applies to students participating in an independent 

study program for 16 school days or more.  (Education Code 51747) 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that a written master agreement exists for each 

participating student as prescribed by law.  (Education Code 51747, 51749.5) 

 

The District shall provide written notice to the parents/guardians of all enrolled students of the 

option to enroll their child in in-person instruction or independent study during the 2021-22 

school year. This notice shall be posted on the District’s web site, and shall include, at a 

minimum, information about the right to request a student-parent-educator conference before 

enrollment, student rights regarding procedures for enrolling, disenrolling, and reenrolling in 

independent study, and the instructional time, including synchronous and asynchronous learning, 

that a student will have access to as part of independent study. (Education Code 51747) 

 

Upon the request of the parent/guardian of a student, before making a decision about enrolling or 

disenrolling in independent study and entering into a written agreement to do so, the District 

shall conduct a telephone, videoconference, or in-person student-parent-educator conference or 

other meeting during which the student, parent/guardian, or their advocate may ask questions 

about the educational options, including which curriculum offerings and nonacademic supports 

will be available to the student in independent study. (Education Code 51747) 

    

Master Agreement 

 

A written agreement shall be developed and implemented for each student participating in 

independent study for one or more school days. (Education Code 46300, 51747; 5 CCR 11703) 
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Master Agreement (continued)    

 

For student participation for 16 school days or more, a signed written agreement shall be 

obtained, before the student begins independent study. For student participation of less than 16 

school days, a signed written agreement shall be obtained at any time during the school year. 

(Education Code 46300, 51747) 

 

The agreement shall include general student data, including the student's name, address, grade 

level, birth date, school of enrollment, and program placement.  

 

The independent study agreement for each participating student also shall include, but are not 

limited to, all of the following: (Education Code 51747; 5 CCR 11700, 11702) 

 

1. The frequency, time, place and manner for submitting the student's assignments, reporting the 

student’s academic progress, and communicating with a student’s parent/guardian regarding the 

student's academic progress. 

 

2. The objectives and methods of study for the student's work and the methods used to evaluate 

that work. 

 

3. The specific resources that will be made available to the student, including materials and 

personnel, and access to Internet connectivity and devices adequate to participate in the 

educational program and complete assigned work. 

 

4. A statement of the Board's policy detailing the maximum length of time allowed between an 

assignment and its completion, the level of satisfactory educational progress, and the number of 

missed assignments which will trigger an evaluation of whether the student should be allowed to 

continue in independent study. 

 

5. The duration of the independent study agreement, including the beginning and ending dates 

for the student's participation in independent study under the agreement, with a maximum of one 

school year. 

 

6. A statement of the number of course credits or, for the elementary grades, other measures of 

academic accomplishment appropriate to the agreement, to be earned by the student upon 

completion. 

 

7. A statement detailing the academic and other supports that will be provided to address the 

needs of students who are not performing at grade level, or need support in other areas, such as 

English learners, students with disabilities with an individualized education program or a Section  
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Master Agreement (continued)    

 

504 plan in order to be consistent with their program or plan, students in foster care or 

experiencing homelessness, and students requiring mental health supports.   

 

8. A statement that independent study is an optional educational alternative in which no student 

may be required to participate. 

 

9. In the case of a suspended or expelled student who is referred or assigned to any school, class, 

or program pursuant to Education Code 48915 or 48917, a statement that instruction may be 

provided through independent study only if the student is offered the alternative of classroom 

instruction. 

 

10. For independent study less than 16 school days, agreements may be signed any time during 

the school year.  For independent study of 16 school days or more, agreements must be signed 

before the independent study dates. Independent study agreements for both short-term (fewer 

than 16 school days) and long-term (16 or more school days) shall be signed and dated by the 

student, the student’s parent/guardian or caregiver if the student is under age 18 years, the 

certificated employee responsible for the general supervision of independent study, and, if the 

independent study is for students with disabilities, the certificated employee designated as having 

responsibility for the special education programming of the student. 

 

Written agreements may be signed using an electronic signature that complies with state and 

federal standards, as determined by the California Department of Education (CDE). (Education 

Code 51747) 

 

The parent/guardian's signature on the agreement shall constitute permission for the student to 

receive instruction through independent study. 

 

Student-Parent-Educator Conferences 

 

A student-parent-educator conference shall be held as appropriate including, but not limited to, 

as a reengagement strategy and/or if requested by a parent/guardian prior to enrollment or 

disenrollment from independent study. (Education Code 51745.5, 51747, 51749.5)    

 

Records for Audit Purposes   

 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that records are maintained for audit purposes. 

These records shall include, but not be limited to: (Education Code 51748; 5 CCR 11703) 
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Records for Audit Purposes (continued)  

 

1. A copy of the Board policy, administrative regulation, and other procedures related to 

independent study 

2. A listing of the students, by grade level, program, and school, who have participated in 

independent study, along with the units of the curriculum attempted and completed by 

students in grades K-8  

3. A file of all agreements, with representative samples of each student's work products 

bearing the supervising teacher's notations indicating that the teacher has personally 

evaluated the work or personally reviewed the evaluations made by another certificated 

teacher 

4. As appropriate to the program in which the students are participating, a daily or hourly 

attendance register that is separate from classroom attendance records, maintained on a 

current basis as time values of student work products judged by a certificated teacher, and 

reviewed by the supervising teacher if they are two different persons 

5. Appropriate documentation of compliance with the teacher-student ratios required by 

Education Code 51745.6 and 51749.5 (Education Code 51745.6 and 51749.5)    

6. Appropriate documentation of compliance with the requirements pursuant to Education 

Code 51747.5 to ensure the coordination, evaluation, and supervision of the independent 

study of each student by a District employee who possesses a valid certification 

document pursuant to Education Code 44865 or an emergency credential pursuant to 

Education Code 44300 (Education Code 51747.5)    

 

The District shall document each student’s participation in live interaction and synchronous 

instruction pursuant to Education Code 51747 on each school day, as applicable, in whole or in 

part, for which independent study is provided. A student who does not participate in independent 

study on a school day shall be documented as nonparticipatory for that school day. (Education 

Code 51747.5)    

 

The Superintendent or designee also shall maintain a written or computer-based record such as a 

grade book or summary document of student engagement, for each class, of all grades, 

assignments, and assessments for each student for independent study assignments. (Education 

Code 51747.5)    

 

The signed, dated agreement, any supplemental agreement, assignment records, work samples, 

and attendance records may be maintained on file electronically. (Education Code 51747) 
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Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 

17289  Exemption for facilities 

41976.2  Independent study programs; adult education funding 

42238  Revenue limits 

42238.05  Local control funding formula; average daily attendance 

44865  Qualifications for home teachers and teachers in special classes and schools 

46200-46208  Instructional day and year 

46300-46300.6  Methods of computing average daily attendance 

47612.5  Independent study in charter schools 

48204  Residency 

48206.3  Home or hospital instruction; students with temporary disabilities 

48220  Classes of children exempted 

48340  Improvement of pupil attendance 

48915  Expulsion; particular circumstances 

48916.1  Educational program requirements for expelled students 

48917  Suspension of expulsion order 

49011  Student fees 

51225.3  Requirements for high school graduation 

51745-51749.6  Independent study programs 

52522  Adult education alternative instructional delivery 

52523  Adult education as supplement to high school curriculum; criteria 

56026  Individuals with exceptional needs 

58500-58512  Alternative schools and programs of choice 

FAMILY CODE 

6550  Authorization affidavits 

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

11700-11703  Independent study 

19819  State audit compliance 

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 

6301  Highly qualified teachers 

COURT DECISIONS 

Modesto City Schools v. Education Audits Appeal Panel, (2004) 123 Cal.App.4th 1365 

EDUCATION AUDIT APPEALS PANEL DECISIONS 

Lucerne Valley Unified School District, Case No. 03-02 (2005) 
 

Management Resources: 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 

Elements of Exemplary Independent Study 

WEB SITES 

California Consortium for Independent Study: http://www.ccis.org 

California Department of Education, Independent Study:  http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/is 

Education Audit Appeals Panel:  http://www.eaap.ca.gov 

 

 

 

 

Policy Adopted: 10/20/98 

Policy Revised:        08/25/20 

Policy Revised:  09/14/21 

Policy Revised: 10/08/24 
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Educational Opportunities 

 

Commencing with the 1990–91 school year, the District may offer independent study to meet the 

educational needs of students as specified in Education Code 51745 unless the District has 

obtained a waiver. (Education Code 51745)   

 

Educational opportunities offered through independent study may include, but are not limited to: 

(Education Code 51745) 

 

1. Special assignments extending the content of regular courses of instruction. 

 

2. Individualized study in a particular area of interest or in a subject not currently available 

in the regular school curriculum. 

 

3. Individualized alternative education designed to teach the knowledge and skills of the 

core curriculum, but not provided as an alternative curriculum. 

 

4. Continuing and special study during travel. 

 

5.  Individualized study for a student whose health, as determined by the student’s 

 parent/guardian, would be put at risk by in-person instruction   

  

In addition, when requested by a parent/guardian due to an emergency, vacation, or illness, 

independent study may be used on a short-term basis to ensure that the student is able to 

maintain academic progress in his/her regular classes. 

 

Equivalency 

 

The District’s independent study option shall be substantially equivalent in quality and quantity 

to classroom instruction to enable participating students to complete the District’s adopted course 

of study within the customary time frame. Students in independent study shall have access to the 

same services and resources that are available to other students in the school and shall have equal 

rights and privileges.     

 

Students participating in independent study shall have access to Internet connectivity and devices 

adequate to participate in the educational program and complete assigned work. (Education Code 

51747)  

 

The District shall not provide independent study students and their parents/guardians with funds 

or items of value that are not provided for other students and their parents/guardians. Providing  
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Equivalency (continued) 

 

access to Internet connectivity and local educational agency-owned devices adequate to 

participate in an independent study program and complete assigned work consistent with 

Education Code 51747, or to participate in an independent study course, as authorized by 

Education Code 51749.5, shall not be considered funds or other things of value. (Education Code 

46300.6, 51747.3)  
  

Eligibility for Independent Study 
 

Students are eligible for independent study as authorized in law, and as specified in board policy 

and administrative regulation. 
 

For the 2022-23 school year and thereafter, the Superintendent or designee may approve the 

participation of a student who demonstrates the motivation, commitment, organizational skills, 

and academic skills necessary to work independently, provided that experienced certificated staff 

are available to effectively supervise students in independent study. The Superintendent or 

designee may also approve the participation of a student whose health would be put at risk by in-

person instruction. A student whose academic performance is not at grade level may participate 

in independent study only if the program is able to provide appropriate support, such as 

supplemental instruction, tutoring, counseling, ongoing diagnostic assessments, and/or 

differentiated materials, to enable the student to be successful. For an elementary student, the 

Superintendent or designee may consider the parent/guardian's level of commitment to assist the 

student. 
 

A student participating in independent study must be a resident of the county or an adjacent 

county. Full-time independent study shall not be available to students whose District residency 

status is based on their parent/guardian’s employment within District boundaries pursuant to 

Education Code 48204. (Education Code 46300.2, 51747.3)    
 

A student with disabilities, as defined in Education Code 56026, shall not participate in 

independent study unless the student’s individualized education program specifically provides 

for such participation. (Education Code 51745) 
 

A temporarily disabled student shall not receive individual instruction pursuant to Education 

Code 48206.3 by means of independent study.  (Education Code 51745)     
 

Monitoring Student Progress 

 

The independent study administrator and/or supervising teacher shall promptly and directly 

address any failure by the student to meet the terms of his/her written agreement. The following 

supportive strategies may be used: 
 

1. A letter to the parent/guardian. 
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Monitoring Student Progress (continued) 

 

2. A meeting between the student and the teacher and/or counselor. 

 

3. A meeting between the student and the independent study administrator, including the 

 parent/guardian if appropriate . 

 

4. An increase in the amount of time the student works under direct supervision. 

 

When the student has failed to make satisfactory educational progress or missed the number of 

assignments specified in the written agreement as requiring an evaluation, the Superintendent or 

designee shall conduct an evaluation to determine whether or not independent study is 

appropriate for the student. This evaluation may result in termination of the independent study 

agreement and the student's return to the regular classroom program or other alternative program. 

 

A written record of the findings of any such evaluation shall be treated as a mandatory interim 

student record which shall be maintained for three years from the date of the evaluation. 

(Education Code 51747) 

 

Responsibilities of Independent Study Administrator 

 

The responsibilities of the independent study administrator include, but are not limited to: 

 

1. Recommending certificated staff to be assigned as independent study teachers at the 

required teacher-student ratios pursuant to Education Code 51745.6 and supervising staff 

assigned to independent study functions who are not regularly supervised by another 

administrator. 

 

2. Approving or denying the participation of students requesting independent study. 

 

3. Facilitating the completion of written independent study agreements. 

 

4. Ensuring a smooth transition for students into and out of the independent study mode of 

instruction. 

 

5. Approving the academic achievement to be earned through independent study.    

 

6. Completing or coordinating the preparation of all records and reports required by law, 

Board policy, or administrative regulation. 
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Assignment and Responsibilities of Independent Study Teachers 

 

Each student's independent study shall be coordinated, evaluated, and carried out under the 

general supervision of a certificated employee who possesses a valid certification document 

pursuant to Education Code 44865 or emergency credential pursuant to Education Code 44300, 

registered as required by law, and who consents to the assignment. (Education Code 44865, 

51747.5; 5 CCR 11700) 

 

The ratio of student average daily attendance for independent study students age 18 years or 

younger to full-time equivalent certificated employees responsible for independent study shall 

not exceed the equivalent ratio for all other education programs in the District, unless a new 

higher or lower ratio for all other educational programs offered is negotiated in a collective 

bargaining agreement or the District enters into a memorandum of understanding that indicates 

an existing collective bargaining agreement contains an alternative ratio. (Education Code 

51745.6) 

 

The responsibilities of the supervising teacher shall include, but are not limited to: 

 

1.  Completing designated portions of the written independent study agreement and signing 

 the agreement 

2.  Supervising and approving coursework and assignments. 

3.  Maintaining records of student assignments showing the date the assignment is given and 

 the date the assignment is due. 

4. Maintaining a daily attendance register in accordance with item #4 in the section on 

“Records for Audit Purpose” in the accompanying Board Policy. 

5.   Providing direct instruction and counsel as necessary for individual student success. 

6.  Regularly meeting with the student to discuss the student’s progress. 

7.  Determining the time value of assigned work or work products completed and submitted 

 by the student. 

8.  Assessing student work and assigning grades or other approved measures of achievement. 

9.       Documenting each student’s participation in live interaction and/or synchronous 

 instruction pursuant to Education Code 51747 on each school day for which independent 

 study is provided 
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Assignment and Responsibilities of Independent Study Teachers (continued) 

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that independent study teachers have access to 

professional development and support comparable to classroom-based teachers.  

 

Definitions 

 

Live interaction means interaction between the student and classified or certificated staff, and 

may include peers, provided for the purpose of maintaining school connectedness, including, but 

not limited to, wellness checks, progress monitoring, provision of services, and instruction. This 

interaction may take place in person, or in the form of Internet or telephonic communication. 

(Education Code 51745.5) 

 

Student-parent-educator conference means a meeting involving, at a minimum, all parties who 

signed the student’s written independent study agreement pursuant to Education Code 51747 or 

the written learning agreement pursuant to Education Code 51749.6. (Education Code 51745.5) 

 

Synchronous instruction means classroom-style instruction or designated small group or one-on-

one instruction delivered in person, or in the form of Internet or telephonic communications, and 

involving live two-way communication between the teacher and student. Synchronous 

instruction shall be provided by the teacher of record for that student pursuant to Education Code 

51747.5. (Education Code 51745.5)    
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The Board of Trustees recognizes that animals can contribute to the District’s instructional 

program by being effective teaching aids to students and by assisting individuals with disabilities 

to access District programs and activities. In addition, instruction related to the care and treatment 

of animals teaches students a sense of responsibility and promotes the humane treatment of living 

creatures. 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall develop rules and procedures to ensure that when animals 

are brought to school, the health, safety, and welfare of students, staff, and the animals are 

protected. However, the District assumes no liability for the safety of animals allowed on District 

property. 

 

Definition of Service Animals 

 

Individuals with disabilities may be accompanied by specially trained guide dogs, signal dogs, or 

service animals on school premises or on school transportation. (Education Code 39839; Civil 

Code 54.2) 

 

A service animal is any guide dog, signal dog or other animal individually trained to do work or 

perform tasks for the benefit of an individual with a disability, including but not limited to guiding 

individuals with impaired vision, alerting individuals with impaired hearing, providing minimal 

rescue or protection work, pulling a wheelchair or fetching dropped items.  The service the animal 

is providing must be one it has been individually trained to perform, and directly related to the 

functional limitation of the person's disability.  Service animals are working animals, not pets.   

  

The provision of emotional support, well-being, comfort, or companionship do not constitute work 

or tasks for the purposes of the definition of a service animal. Therapy, emotional support, or 

companion animals are not service animals, and therefore, are not permitted on campus to 

accompany students or staff throughout the instructional school day. 

 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 

233.5 Instruction in kindness to pets and humane treatment of living creatures 

39839 Transportation of guide dogs, signal dogs, service dogs 

51202 Instruction in personal and public health and safety 

51540 Safe and humane treatment of animals at school 

CIVIL CODE 

54.1 Access to public places 

54.2 Guide, signal, or service dogs, right to accompany 

GOVERNMENT CODE 

810-996.6 California Tort Claims Act, especially: 

815 Liability for injuries generally; immunity of public entity 

835 Conditions of liability 

http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/138781/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/204216/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/132658/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/132728/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/122371/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/122372/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/146308/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/144358/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/146320/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/146356/
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VEHICLE CODE 

21113 Public grounds 

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 13 

1216 Transportation of property 

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 20 

1400-1482 Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

UNITED STATES CODE, TITLE 29 

794 Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504 

CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS, TITLE 28 

35.104 Definitions 

35.136 Service Animals 

COURT DECISIONS 

Sullivan v. Vallejo City USD, 731 F.Supp. 947 (1990) 

 

Management Resources: 

 FEDERAL REGISTER 

 Rules and Regulations, September 15, 2010, Vol. 75, Number 178, pages 56164-56236 

CSBA PUBLICATIONS 

Indoor Air Quality: Governing Board Actions for Creating Healthy School Environments, Policy Brief, July 

2008 

Asthma Management in the Schools, Policy Brief, March 2008 

WEBSITES: 

CSBA: http://www.csba.org 

American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals: http://www.aspca.org 

Humane Society of the United States: http://www.hsus.org 

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Civil Rights: http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policy Adopted:  11/14/17 

http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/192185/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/368232/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/364360/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/364412/
http://www.gamutonline.net/district/newportmesa/displayPolicy/191053/
http://www.aspca.org/
http://www.hsus.org/
http://www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr
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Use of Animals for Instructional Purposes  

 

Before any student or employee brings an animal to school for an instructional purpose, he/she 

shall receive written permission from the principal or designee. The principal or designee shall 

give such permission only after he/she has provided written notification to all parents/guardians of 

students in the affected class, asking them to verify whether their child has any known allergies, 

asthma, or other health condition that may be aggravated by the animal's presence. When a 

parent/guardian has provided notification that his/her child has an allergy, asthma, or other health 

condition that may be aggravated by the animal, the principal shall take appropriate measures to 

protect the student from exposure to the animal.  

 

All animals brought to school must be in good physical condition and must be appropriately 

immunized. The teacher shall ensure that the species of animal is appropriate for the instructional 

purpose and age and maturity of the students.  

 

All animals brought to school shall be adequately fed, effectively controlled, humanely treated, 

and properly housed in cages or containers suitable for the species. The teacher shall ensure that 

cages and containers are cleaned regularly and that waste materials are removed and disposed of 

in an appropriate manner.  

 

The teacher shall ensure that students receive instructions regarding the proper handling of and 

personal hygiene around animals.  

 

Except for service animals, as defined below, all animals are prohibited on school transportation 

services. (Education Code 39839; 13 CCR 1216)  

 

Use of Service Animals by Individuals with Disabilities  

 

For an individual with a disability, service animal means any dog that is individually trained to do 

work or perform tasks related to the individual's disability and for his/her benefit. For example, for 

an individual who is blind or has low vision, a service animal may mean a dog that helps him/her 

with vision, navigation, and other tasks; for an individual who is deaf or hard of hearing, a service 

animal may mean a dog that alerts him/her to the presence of people or sounds; and for an 

individual with psychiatric or neurological disabilities, a service animal may mean a dog that 

assists him/her by preventing or interrupting impulsive or destructive behaviors. The provisions of 

emotional support, well-being, comfort, or companionship do not constitute work or tasks for the purposes 

of the definition of a service animal. (28 CFR 35.104)  

 

The Superintendent or designee may make two inquiries of any person accompanied by an animal 

on school premises to determine if the animal is a service dog: 1) Is the animal required because 
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of a disability?; and 2) What work or tasks is the animal individually trained to perform to address 

the disability? (28 CFR 35.136; 28 CFR 35.104)  The Superintendent or designee may prohibit the 

use of emotional support animals, and other animals that do not meet the definition of a service 

animal, on school premises or transportation.  

 

Individuals with disabilities may be accompanied on school premises and on school transportation 

by service animals, including specially trained guide dogs, signal dogs, or service dogs. (Education 

Code 39839; Civil Code 54.2; 28 CFR 35.136)  

 

The Superintendent or designee may permit the use of a miniature horse as a service animal when 

the horse has been individually trained to do work or perform tasks for the benefit of an individual 

with a disability, provided that:  

 

1. The District's facility can accommodate the type, size, and weight of the horse.  

 

2. The individual has sufficient control of the horse.  

 

3. The horse is housebroken.  

 

4. The horse's presence in the specific facility does not compromise legitimate safety requirements 

of the facility.  

 

The Superintendent or designee may ask any individual with a disability to remove his/her service 

animal from school premises or transportation if the animal is out of control and the individual 

does not take effective action to control it or the animal is not housebroken. When an individual's 

service animal is excluded, he/she shall be given an opportunity to participate in the service, 

program, or activity without having the service animal present. (Education Code 39839; Civil Code 

54.2; 28 CFR 35.136) 
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Title I Programs 

 

The Board of Trustees desires to provide a high-quality education that enables all students to meet 

challenging state academic standards. In schools with a large number or percentage of economically 

disadvantaged families, the District shall use Title I funds to provide services that strengthen the 

academic program and provide support to students at risk of failing to achieve academic standards. 

 

Title I funds shall be used to supplement, not supplant, funds available from state and local sources 

for the education of students participating in Title I programs.  (20 USC 6314, 6321) Descriptions of 

how the District will address the required components of the Title I local educational agency plan, as 

specified in 20 USC 6312, shall be included within the District's Local Control and Accountability 

Plan (LCAP), the LCAP Federal Addendum, or another document. School-level strategies shall be 

aligned with the District's plan and be tailored to the specific needs of the students at the school.  In 

addition, the District and each school receiving Title I funds shall develop a written parent/guardian 

and family engagement policy in accordance with 20 USC 6318. 

 

Comparability of Services 

 

In schools receiving Title I funds, state and local funds shall be used in schools to provide 

services that, taken as a whole, are at least comparable to services in schools that are not receiving 

Title I funds or, if all District schools are receiving Title I funds, that are substantially comparable 

in each school. Comparability may be determined on a school-by-school basis or by grade span. 

(20 USC 6321)  To demonstrate comparability of services among District schools, the District shall: 

 

1. Adopt and implement a Districtwide salary schedule 

 

2. Ensure equivalence in teachers, administrators, and other staff, as measured by either or both 

of the following: 

  

a. The ratio of students to instructional staff at each Title I school within a grade span, which 

shall not exceed 115 percent of the average ratio for all non-Title I District schools within that 

grade span 

 

b. Salary expenditures for instructional staff at each Title I school, which shall be no less than 

85 percent of the average salary expenditure across non-Title I District schools. 

 

3. Ensure equivalence in the provision of curriculum materials and instructional supplies, by 

determining whether the per-student expenditure of state and local funds for curriculum materials and 

instructional supplies in Title I schools is between 85 and 115 percent of the Districtwide average. 

 

4. Determine whether the amount of state and local funds allocated per student for each grade span 

is between 85 and 115 percent of the per student average for each grade span in non-Title I schools 
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Comparability of Services (continued) 

 

In determining comparability, the District shall not include staff salary differentials for years of 

employment. The District also may exclude unpredictable changes in student enrollment or 

personnel assignments that occur after the beginning of the school year, state and local funds 

expended for language instruction educational programs, state and local funds expended for the 

excess costs of providing services to students with disabilities, and supplemental state or local funds 

expended in any school attendance area or school for programs that specifically meet the intent and 

purposes of Title I.  (20 USC 6321) 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall annually assess comparability in accordance with the above 

criteria and maintain records documenting the District's compliance.  If any instances of 

noncomparability are identified, the Superintendent or designee shall promptly implement 

adjustments as needed to ensure comparability. 

 

Participation of Private School Students 

 

The District shall provide or contract to provide special educational services, instructional services 

(including evaluations to determine the progress being made in meeting students' academic needs), 

counseling, mentoring, one-on-one tutoring, or other Title I benefits to eligible private school 

students residing in a participating school attendance area. Such services and benefits shall be 

provided on an equitable basis in comparison to services and other benefits for public school 

students.  (20 USC 6320, 7881) 

 

Program Evaluation 

 

The Board of Trustees shall regularly monitor the progress of economically disadvantaged and low-

achieving students in Title I schools. During the annual evaluation of the District's progress toward 

achieving each goal identified in the LCAP or other planning document addressing 20 USC 6312, 

the Board shall review disaggregated data on academic achievement, school attendance, and other 

outcomes for such students and shall ensure that strategies are revised as necessary to support 

continuous improvement.  

 

 
Legal Reference: 

EDUCATION CODE 
11503 Parent involvement programs in Title I schools 

52060-52077 Local control and accountability plan 

54420-5425 State Compensatory Education 

64001 School plan for student achievement; consolidated application programs 

UNITED STATES CODE. TITLE 20 

6301 Highly Qualified Teachers  

6311-6322 Improving basic programs for disadvantaged students 
6312 Local educational agency plan 
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Legal Reference (continued): 

6313 Eligibility of schools and school attendance areas; funding allocation 6314 Title I schoolwide programs 

6315 Targeted assistance schools  

6318 Parent and family engagement  

6320 Participation of private school students 

632I Fiscal requirements/comparability of services 

6333-6335 Grants to local educational agencies 

6391-6399 Education of migratory children 

7881 Participation of private school students 

 

Management Resources: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 

Fiscal Changes and Equitable Services Requirements Under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 

1965 (ESEA) 

Designing Schoolwide Programs, Non-Regulatory Guidance, March 22, 2006 

Title I Services to Eligible Private School Students, October 17, 2003 

Title I Fiscal Issues, Non-Regulatory Guidance, February 2008 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 

Frequently Asked Questions About Title I Schoolwide Programs 

Local Control and Accountability Plan Federal Addendum Template 

Meeting Title I, Part A Comparability Requirements, October 2017 

WEBSITES 

California Department of Education: http://www.cde.ca.gov/iasaltitleone US. 

Department of Education: http://www.ed gov 

California School Boards Association: http://www.csba.org 
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Schoolwide Programs 

 

A school may operate a Title I schoolwide program in order to upgrade the entire educational program 

of the school when at least 40 percent of the students in the school attendance area, or at least 40 

percent of the students enrolled in the school, are from low-income families.  (20 USC 6314; 34 CFR 

200.25) 

 

A school that does not meet these criteria may operate a Title I schoolwide program if it receives a 

waiver from the California Department of Education.  (20 USC 6314) 

 

Any school operating a schoolwide program shall develop a comprehensive plan with the 

involvement of parents/guardians, other members of the community to be served, and individuals 

who will carry out the plan, including teachers, principals, other school leaders, paraprofessionals 

present in the school, administrators (including administrators of other federal education programs), 

the District, tribes and tribal organizations present in the community, and, if appropriate, specialized 

instructional support personnel, technical assistance providers, school staff, secondary school 

students as applicable, and other individuals determined by the school.  (20 USC 6314) 

 

The schoolwide program plan shall be based on a comprehensive needs assessment of the entire 

school and shall be incorporated into a Single Plan for Student Achievement which also incorporates 

the plans required for other categorical programs included in the state's consolidated 

application.  (Education Code 64001; 20 USC 6314) 

 

The plan shall describe the strategies that the school will implement to address school needs, 

including a description of how such strategies will: (20 USC 6314)  

 

1. Provide opportunities for all students, including economically disadvantaged students, ethnic 

subgroups, students with disabilities, and English learners, to meet state academic standards. 

 

2. Use methods and instructional strategies that strengthen the school's academic program, 

increase the amount and quality of learning time, and help provide an enriched and accelerated 

curriculum, which may include programs, activities, and courses necessary to provide a well-rounded 

education. 

 

3. Address the needs of all students in the school, but particularly the needs of those at risk of not 

meeting state academic standards, through activities which may include the following: 

   

a. Counseling, school-based mental health programs, specialized instructional support 

services, mentoring services, and other strategies to improve students' skills outside the 

academic subject areas.  
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Schoolwide Programs (continued) 

 

b. Preparation for and awareness of opportunities for postsecondary education and the 

workforce, which may include career and technical education programs and 

broadening secondary school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary 

credit while still in high school. 

 

c. Implementation of a schoolwide tiered model to prevent and address problem behavior, 

and early intervention services, coordinated with similar activities and services carried 

out under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

 

d. Professional development and other activities for teachers, paraprofessionals, and other 

school personnel to improve instruction and use of data from academic assessments 

and to recruit and retain effective teachers, particularly in high-need subjects. 

 

e. Strategies for assisting preschool children in the transition from early childhood 

education programs to local elementary school programs. 

 

The plan shall also include a description of any applicable federal, state, and local programs that will 

be consolidated in the schoolwide program.  (20 USC 6314; 34 CFR 200.27) 

 

The plan and its implementation shall be regularly monitored and revised as necessary based on 

student needs to ensure that all students are provided opportunities to meet state academic 

standards.  (20 USC 6314) 

 

Targeted Assistance Schools 

 

Any schools that receive Title I funds but does not operate schoolwide programs shall use Title I 

funds to serve students identified by the school as failing, or most at risk of failing, to meet state's 

academic standards.  Students shall be identified on the basis of multiple, educationally related, 

objective criteria except that students in preschool through grade 2 shall be selected solely on the 

basis of criteria, including objective criteria, established by the District and supplemented by the 

school.  (20 USC 6315)  

 

Eligible students include those who are economically disadvantaged; students with disabilities; 

migrant students, including those who participated in a migrant education program pursuant to 20 

USC 6391-6399 in the preceding two years; English learners; students who participated in a Head 

Start or state preschool program in the preceding two years; students in a local institution for 

neglected or delinquent children and youth or attending a community day program for such 

students; and homeless students.  (20 USC 6315) 

 

Any targeted assistance program shall: (20 USC 6315) 
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Targeted Assistance Schools (continued) 

 

1. Use program resources to help participating students meet state academic standards which may 

include programs, activities, and academic courses necessary to provide a well-rounded 

education.  

 

2. Use methods and instructional strategies that strengthen the academic program, through 

activities which may include: 

 

a. Expanded learning time, before- and after-school programs, and summer programs and 

opportunities. 

 

b. A schoolwide tiered model to prevent and address behavior problems, and early 

intervention services, coordinated with similar activities and services carried out under 

the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

 

3. Coordinate with and support the regular education program, which may include services to 

assist preschool students in the transition to elementary school programs. 

 

4. Provide professional development to teachers, principals, other school leaders, 

paraprofessionals, and, if appropriate, specialized instructional support personnel and other 

school personnel who work with eligible students in Title I programs or in the regular education 

program. The professional development shall be provided using funds from Title I and, to the 

extent practicable, other sources. 

  

5. Implement strategies to increase the involvement of parents/guardians of participating 

students. 

 

6. If appropriate and applicable, coordinate and integrate federal, state, and local services and 

programs, such as programs supported by the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, 

violence prevention programs, nutrition programs, housing programs, Head Start programs, 

adult education programs, career technical education programs, and comprehensive or targeted 

support and improvement activities under 20 USC 6311. 

 

7. Provide assurances to the Superintendent or designee that the program will: 

   

a. Help provide an accelerated, high-quality curriculum. 

  

b. Minimize the removal of students from the regular classroom during regular school 

hours for instruction supported by Title I funds. 
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Targeted Assistance Schools (continued) 

 

c. On an ongoing basis, review the progress of participating students and revise the 

targeted assistance program, if necessary, to provide additional assistance to enable 

such students to meet state academic standards. 

 

Participation of Private School Students 

 

Teachers and families of participating private school students shall have an opportunity to 

participate, on an equitable basis, in parent/guardian and family engagement activities and 

professional development pursuant to 20 USC 6318.  (20 USC 6320, 7881) 

 

Each year the Superintendent or designee shall contact officials of private schools with students 

who reside within District boundaries, regardless of whether the private school they attend is located 

within the District or whether or not those officials have previously indicated any interest in program 

participation and invite them to a meeting to discuss the intent of Title I and the roles of public and 

private school officials. 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall consult with appropriate private school officials, in a 

meaningful and timely manner during the design and development of the District's Title I programs 

with the goal of reaching agreement on how to provide equitable and effective programs for eligible 

private school students.  Such consultation shall occur before the District makes any decision that 

affects the opportunities of eligible private school students to participate in Title I programs and 

shall include consultation on issues such as the following:  (20 USC 6320) 

 

1. How the needs of private school students will be identified. 

 

2. What services will be offered. 

 

3. How, where and by whom the services will be provided. 

 

4. How the services will be academically assessed and how assessment results will be used to 

improve those services. 

 

5. The size and scope of the equitable services to be provided to private school students, the 

proportion of funds to be allocated for such services, and how that proportion of funds is 

determined. 

 

6. The method or sources of data that are used to determine the number of students from low 

income families in participating school attendance areas who attend private schools. 
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Participation of Private School Students (continued) 

 

7. How and when the District will make decisions about the delivery of services to such 

students, including a thorough consideration and analysis of the views of private school 

officials on the provision of services through a third-party provider. 

 

8. How, if the District disagrees with the views of private school officials on the provision of 

services through a third-party provider, the District will provide to private school officials a 

written analysis of the reasons that the District has chosen not to use a contractor. 

 

9. Whether the District will provide services directly or through a separate government agency, 

consortium, entity, or third-party contractor. 

 

10. Whether to provide services to eligible private school students by pooling funds or on a 

school-by-school basis. 

 

11. When services will be provided, including the approximate time of day. 

  

12. Whether to consolidate and use funds provided under Title I with other funds available for 

services to private school students. 

 

If the District disagrees with the views of private school officials with respect to any of the above 

issues, the District shall provide the officials, in writing, the reasons that the District disagrees.  (20 

USC 6320) 

 

Meetings between District and private school officials shall continue throughout implementation 

and assessment of services. (20 USC 6320) 

 

The District shall maintain, and shall provide to the CDE, a written affirmation signed by officials 

of each participating private school that consultation has occurred. The affirmation shall provide 

the option for private school officials to indicate their belief that timely and meaningful consultation 

has not occurred or that the program design is not equitable with respect to private school students. 

If private school officials do not provide the affirmation within a reasonable period of time, the 

District shall send documentation to the California Department of Education, demonstrating that 

the consultation has, or attempts at such consultation have, taken place.  (20 USC 6320) 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall also maintain copies of program descriptions, notices, funding 

allocations, and other communications and records pertaining to the provision of services to private 

school students.  
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ALTERNATIVE SCHOOLS/PROGRAMS OF CHOICE 

 

The Board of Trustees desires to provide a variety of innovative educational programs to 

accommodate students' diverse learning needs and interests, foster student engagement in the 

schools, and enhance student achievement. Toward this end, the Board may establish and 

maintain alternative schools or programs of choice.  

 

A district alternative school or program of choice may differ from the traditional educational 

program in its academic emphasis, sequence of curriculum, educational philosophy, instructional 

strategy, structure, setting, size, scheduling, targeted student population, decision-making 

process, and/or other components. All alternative schools or programs of choice shall offer 

enrolled students the opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills necessary to achieve 

District content standards in core academic subjects and shall provide access to the course of 

study required for high school graduation. 

 

As necessary to provide flexibility to alternative schools or programs of choice to improve 

student performance and/or streamline operations, the Superintendent or designee may request 

that the Superintendent of Public Instruction waive any provision of the Education Code except 

provisions specified in Education Code 58509.   

 

The Superintendent or designee shall establish processes to ensure communication among staff 

in the alternative schools or programs of choice and staff in the regular educational program in 

order to share information and ideas. 

 

Program Evaluation 

 

The Superintendent or designee shall conduct an annual evaluation of each alternative school or 

program of choice, which includes testing of basic skills for student participants and which 

identifies the variables that may have affected student academic achievement. The evaluation 

process shall include input from teachers, parents/guardians, and students from the alternative 

school or program of choice. (Education Code 58510) 

 

Evaluation reports shall be sent to the Superintendent of Public Instruction on or before August 1 

following the close of the school year. (Education Code 58510)  

 

The Board of Trustees shall review the effectiveness of the school or program in meeting 

program objectives, compare student achievement data with that of students in other District 

schools, evaluate changes in the school or program over time, and make program modifications 

as needed. 
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Legal Reference:  

EDUCATION CODE 

35160.5 Intradistrict open enrollment  

48980  Parental notifications 

52052  Accountability; numerically significant student subgroups 

58500-58512  Alternative schools and programs of choice 

CODE OF REGULATIONS, TITLE 5 

1068-1074  Alternative schools accountability model 

11705  Charter schools as alternative schools  

COURT DECISIONS 

American Civil Rights Foundation v. Los Angeles Unified School District, (2008) 169 Cal.App.4th 436 

 

Management Resources:  

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION PUBLICATIONS 

Creating and Sustaining Successful K-8 Magnet Schools, September 2008 

Innovations in Education: Successful Magnet High Schools, September 2008 

WEB SITES  

California Department of Education, Alternative Schools of Choice: http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/eo/as  

Foundation for California Community Colleges, Early College High School Initiative: http://www.foundationccc.org/ECHS 

U.S. Department of Education, Office of Innovation and Improvement: https://innovation.ed.gov 
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