School Governance Council Meeting 10/9/2024
Attendance:
Dr. Stasaitis
Doug Cheatham
Lisa VanGeersdaele
Isa Alves
Peggy Terhune
Daniel Cocchiola
Joarsis Hernandez-Tapia
Jazmin Alves

Hanalei Cocchiola

Dr. Stasaitis - Introductions
Mpr. Cheatham - We have a great year planned at WAMS!

Dr. S - Yondr pouches - more interaction & engagement is taking place.
Students are talking in the cafeteria and playing board games.

To date - completed many observations.

Arts - enhancing more classes & pathways. Continue to work on the Arts
integration in all classes.

Cormier Consulting - working with Dr. Gavin.

identiMetrics - new process works with PowerSchool. The technology
works almost like an iPhone (the finger is scanned by the biometric finger
scanner). There is an encrypted binary number linked to ID. No
fingerprint image is ever stored. No fingerprints can be recreated from the
template. The purpose is to keep accurate records of student attendance.
There are 3 shows coming up: Drowsey Chaperon, Pippin, and Harry
Potter.

WAMS lottery - 70% and 30% criterias met. Largest number of applicants -
1,400.

Mr. Cheatham - How does the lottery work?



Dr. Stasaitis - An audit is done to ensure the criteria is met. Mrs. Morales
(Magnet Specialist) - is doing an awesome job. The 2025-2026 lottery
opens October 15, 2024 - December 13, 2024.

Open Houses are Oct 16, 2024 & Nov 20, 2024

A special thank you to the Cocchiola family!!! They have been promoters of
WAMS for quite some time now. We currently have 14 students from Watertown,
due to all their efforts.

Ms. VanGeersdaele - Shakesperience
At WAMS

e High school: we are doing a production of Merry Wives of Windsor.
Scott’s Shakespeare class will have their auditions soon.

e Middle School: we have started our second week of rehearsals for A
Christmas Carol

e Middle school field trip: to take place on Oct 29 in the Apron theater
and using it as a mini-lesson from our after-school program to help
recruit students

e After-school: instead of monologues this year, we are planning to
bring back our Moebius program in which students start with a scene
from Shakespeare and discuss the themes. Then they create their own
pieces that explore those themes. The end result could be two
different scenes that differ in plot, dialogue, and setting but share a
similarity in themes and characterization. Both pieces are part of the
final performance. Resident Artists will guide the process, but
students are in charge of what they want their final performance to
be. Concepts in math and science are used as additional inspiration.

King Lear might become a play focused on big corporations. Math
might be used to show Lear dividing his corporation using
percentages of stock and the idea of a controlling interest. Julius
Caesar might be set on a giant balance scale, showing simple
machines symbolizing personal ambition versus greater good.

At Shakesperience

e Saturday classes start this week. So far, we have two WAMS students
signed up (Sophia Nguyen and Annabella Parra). Mikayla Labbe will



be volunteering as well. Saturday students also have the opportunity
to be part of the holiday show at our studio (auditions to take place
Saturday after class at 12:30)

e A Holiday Spectacular brings together our 25 years of holiday shows,
kicking off with A Christmas Carol dramatic reading by Doug Slicher
on Dec 8th. The following weekend The Gift of Peace and Dia de los
Reyes.

Dr. Stasaitis - Working on an 8th trip to New York City with staff - many
attractions: 911 Museum, Empire State Building, Metropolitan Museum,
etc.

New hire to the Grade 8 team (Language Arts), Naomi Desrochers!!!!
Naomi comes to us with 8 years of teaching experience from Hartford
Public Schools!

Miss Hernandez- Tapia - Senior year - challenging herself & taking
harder classes. Cares about her future. Interested in going to UCONN for
pre- med.

Miss Alves - Freshman - taking all honors classes except for Spanish. Can
manage the work. Challenging herself to take AP classes. Great experience
coming to WAMS! Concern: Some students don’t have access to Google
classroom at home.

Dr. Stasaitis - Chromebook - access. There is a new initiative and we are
still transitioning students. Chromebook collection, cleaning and
refurbishing is almost complete. All classrooms should have their own
carts soon.

Miss Cocchiola - Yondr pouch impact. Students are paying more
attention. In the near future, consider integrating the phones in the
classroom positively.

Mr. Cocchiola - In preparation for the future, for example Al, is there a
way to re-integrate cell phones? Possibly a topic for the consulting firm.

Dr. Stasaitis - Working on getting extra magnets. In the near future, if
teachers have approved lessons, cell phone use could be a possibility.



Miss Alves - ACES used Launch Pad - a way to restrict students to only
use the camera & other apps locked.

Labbe - PTSO President

e Roller Magic-October 10th

e HS Halloween Dance-October 18

e MS Halloween Dance-October 25

e Vendor Fair and Quarter Auction-December 77

We will be having fewer meetings and will be incorporating our meetings
with family events. Our meetings tend to be short so I want to make sure
that it is worth the families time to come to the school.

In addition to the above events, PTSO continues to work on eighth grade &
senior scholarship awards, teacher appreciation day and funds raising
throughout the year.

Mr. Cocchiola - Discussed art integration - met with Mr. Butler ie. visual
arts and subject matter. Marketing for all 3 shows - Is there a way we can
fill all the seats? For example, Harry Potter will draw big money,
marketing, news, publicity, sponsors and flying opportunities!!!!

Dr. Stasaitis - Getting the word out is huge for WAMS! Mr. Schulte is
looking for a company to have our kids fly - Harry Potter. Goal - the arts
school that Connecticut talks about!!!

Mr. Cheatham - WAMS has many opportunities that all of our
surrounding towns can benefit from.

Doc - Students are coming from 19 towns (very diverse).

Mr. Cocchiola - We should look to get a spot on the tv, do a morning
show, reach out to local tv, and radio stations.

Mrs. Terhune - October 2024
WAMS/Palace

« In September, production meetings were held for the new WAMS
dance performance of Clara in the Land of the Sweets and for The
Drowsy Chaperone.



« WAMS’ new moving lights were tested at the Palace, as they will be
used for Drowsy Chaperone.

o« WAMS received 50 free tickets to Hadestown.
o Looking ahead:
o Hispanic History presentation Oct 23, 2024.

o The Drowsy Chaperone will be using the stage November 18-
24.

o Student John Rush participated in Learning in the Wings on set crew
during Hadestown’s tech week.

o He helped with the Front of House operations during
Hadestown performances.

o He is also working in concessions and helping manage
concessions Inventory.

e The Palace’s after-school program will be in March & April, focusing
on Come From Away and Dear Evan Hansen (7-12 grades). We will
start sending our registration information in December.

Mrs. Alves - Shared all of the activities to date. Started our events with
our families with “Coffee with Counselors.” We continued our Book Club
and started a Poetry Series for the month of October. We had a successful
Community Meeting!! We held our first School Governance Council
meeting and had our Title I meeting October 1, 2024. Family engagement
with our families is a top priority.

Please see the attachments below.
Dr. Stasaitis - Parents serve a very important role in our schools.

Mrs. Terhune - WAMS merchandise would be a great way to promote our
school!

Mr. Cocchiola - Presented the idea of a WAMS Hall of Fame. This event
could honor former students, teachers, and community members. The
event could be a fundraiser with an award ceremony.



Next meeting: November 20th, 2024 @ 9:00 am
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Shakesperience

[ e PRODUCTIONS., INC.

Community Auditions! *
»

Shakesperience Productions is seeking, Spanish speaking, Hispanic Community actors
aged 12 & up to perform in our upceming Production and Tour of
-

“Dia De Los Reyes”

*
This play tells the story of a Fictional protagonist from Puerto Rico, who relives the Holiday
through memory; underlining advocacy and resilience, community and culture, after the
tragedy of Hurricane Maria and aftermath in Waterbury, CT.

Production and rehearsals will take place at our studio in downtown Waterbury, CT

Auditions:Thursday October 10th and 17th at 5:30pm & Saturday October 12th 1:00pm
at the Shakesperience studio, 117 Bank St, Waterbury, CT

Please email Castin shakesperienceproductions.org or call 203-754-2531
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October 12 — December 7

No cluss on Saturday November 20

Gift of the Magt
Swdears will perform  akoegside sesident
professional  actoes to being Bni‘l.;‘htmns
adapeation of the dlassic boliday rale wo ke,

Grades 2.5, 9:00am-10:00am
Cost 3300 (Scholarships Available)
Location Shakesperience Studio

Using theie magic soow phwe, The Theee Kinps
watch  dranatizstsons  of how  Waterhury

Redenes colebeute different Holidaps dusieg the
winler season. Sceaes basal oo inteviews and
gesearch  done 0 conjuaction  wuh  our
w Program.

Grades 6-12. 10:30am.12:30 pm

Cost $300 (Schalarships Available)

January 4 — February 15
Seow date February 22

Susdents explore characters and themes s folkules from
many different cultuees. Scudents are able w0 dedve
deeper sato topics introduced in our Folklore Workshop.

Grades 2.5, 9:00am-10:00am
Cost 3300 (Scholarships Available)
Location Shakesperience Studio. Waterbury

This tragedy by William Shakespeare shows a
fictional account of Caesar’s rise to emperor, the
conspiracy to his assassination, and the vielence and
war that follows all wrapped up in  supernatural
forces including a scothsayer and Caesar’s ghost.

Grades 6:12. 10:30am-12:30pm
Cost $300 (Scholarships Available)
Location Shakesperience Studio

Waterbury, CT 06702

(203) 754-2581
info@shakesperienceproductions.org

www.shakesperience.org

March 8 — April 26

No class April 19

Exploring Mytholoay

Students exploee characierss  and themes = myths
from many d&fferenr cultures. Students are sble
dedve  decper im0 opes  smerodaced i owr
Muthology Workshop.

Grades 2.5, 9:00am-10:00am

Cost 3300 (Scholarships Available)
Location Shakesperience Studio

* Additional performance during Give Local

By popular demand, this vesr will indude TWO
Shakespeare plys.  Ths sccond ply will be
announced at a larer date

Grades 612, lO:Iwuu-lL':nym

Cost $300 (Scholarships Available)
Location Shakesperience Studio

* Additional performance during Give Local




Coffee with
Attendance Counselor
/S

September 19th ; é
@10:00 am ’VMV
Main Office
Conference Room

Meet our Attendance
Counselor Mr. Barclay and
learn about the Attendance
Policy and helpful hints on
getting your child to school
on time.

= RSVP - light
Q breakfast will be
served

—
Isa Alves
‘ Parent Liaison

Waterbury Arts Magnet School

\AWA’ Waterbury Public Schools
marissa.alersalvesawaterbury ki2.ctus

2

16 South Elm Street | Waterbury, CT 06706
0O:203-573-6300 | £ 43231




A TWO-DAY CELEBRATION
OF OUR AMALZING CITY!

V7 WATERBURY"

350

FORWARD

J50TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMUNITY FESTIVAL

Friday, Sept. 27,2024
4:00-8:30pm
Waterbury Green

Food trucks

Famity-friendly games
Stage with local musiclans
I Love Waterbury
social media area

(

THE GATHERING
PARADE & CULTURAL FAIR

Saturday, Sept. 28, 2024
11:00am-7:00pm
Library Park

Culsine from
around the world

Cultural music

Entertainment

-

Kids games & activities

L YV,
V22 WATERBURY"




JO0TH ANNIVERSARY
COMMUNITY FESTIVAL

FRIDAY, SEPT. 27, 2024 ~ 4:00-8:30PM - WATERBURY GREEN

PERFORMERS & SPEAKERS

Timmy Maia
Jim O’Rourke, Master of Ceremonies
Measured Soul « City of Waterbury Processional « City Officials
National Anthem by Andrea D « American Revolutionary Shoot-Off
John Murray « Mexican Folkloric Dancers « Maloney Elementary School
Crosby High School « John F. Kennedy High School « Wilby High School
Waterbury Arts Magnet School

ACTIVITIES

Train Rides « Strolling Stilt Walkers « Strolling Juggler « Face Painters
Glitter Tattoo Artist « Interactive Circus Station with Circus Artists
Caricaturist « Photo Booth « History Video Section

FOOD TRUCKS

Birria Mia » Fascia’s Chocolates « Frankies « Jimmies Place
JONEZ N BBQ « Meals on Wheels « Red Apple Food Catering
Scatz Twisted Phillyz « The Mobile Pub « Two Brothers Ice Cream

VENDORS

84 New Mix « Afro Caribbean Cultural Center « Bouley Manor
Chef K « City Youth Theater « FD Community Federal Credit Union
Friends of the Silas Bronson Library « Greater Waterbury YMCA « Holy Cross High School

Ives Bank « Main Street Waterbury « Mattatuck Museum « NAACP « Palace Theater

Post University » Riverside Cemetery » Saint Mary's Hospital « Seven Angels Theatre
Waterbury Board of Education « Waterbury Bureau of Recreation « Waterbury Exchange Club
Waterbury Fire Department « Waterbury Firefighters Union Local 1339
Waterbury History Magazine « Waterbury Hospital « Waterbury Neighborhood Council

Waterbury PAL « Waterbury Police Department » Waterbury Promise
Waterbury Public Schools, Pupil Services Department « Waterbury UNICO

Waterbury Veterans Committee

V27 WATERBURY
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Student and Parent

BOOK
2
CLUB

Tuesday, October 1, 2024
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

In the cafeteria
A light dinner will be served

For questions or a copy of the book, please contact
Ms. Alves at isa.alves@waterbury k12, ct.us
or Ms. Betjemann at
eva.betjemann@waterbury.ki2.ct .us




~Student and Parent
oolrgy Soriag

with poet Joseph Adomavicia

Poeltry in General, October 2, 6:00 - 7:30
How to Be an Author, October 9, 6:00 - 7:30
Blackout Poetry, October 16, 6:00 - 7:30
Japanese Poetry, October 23, 6:00 - 7:30
Critigues and Open Mic. October 30, 6:00 - §:00

o (ighl dinmer- ifl bo gorved ‘ N i
For questions or to register, please o

contact Ms. Alves al

isa.alves@waterbury.ki2.ct.us HATEREARR
or Ms. Betjemann at AR D 2
MAGNET =

eva.betjiemannawaterbury.kiZ.ct.us
D W
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CAREER ACADEMY, WAMS, WILBY,
NORTH END, BUCKS HILL, BUNKER HILL,
CARRINGTON, DRIGGS, MALONEY,
REGAN, SPRAGUE, WALSH,

& WILSON SCHOOLS

PRESENT:

COMMUNITY
DAY 2024

| OCTOBER 9™ 4:00 PM - 6 PM |

@ CYNTHIA M. ZORSKY PLAYGROUND
ON KENMORE AVE IN WATERBURY
RAIN DATE OCTOBER 16™

FREE BOOKS, FREE FOOD
(WHILE SUPPLIES LAST),
ATTENDANCE INFORMATION,

RAFFLE BASKETS, &=
&MUCH MORE! [
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LAS ESCUELAS CAREER ACADEMY,
WAMS, WILBY, NORTH END, BUCKS
HILL, BUNKER HILL, CARRINGTON,
DRIGGS, MALONEY, REGAN, SPRAGUE,
WALSH, & WILSON PRESENTAN:

DIiA DE
COMUNIDAD

| 9 DE OCTUBRE 4:00 PM - 6 PM |

@ CYNTHIA M. ZORSKY PLAYGROUND
EN KENMORE AVE EN WATERBURY
EN CASO DE LLUVIA 16 DE OCTUBRE

LIBROS GRATIS, COMIDA GRATIS
(HASTA AGOTARSE LA EXISTENCIA),
REGISTROS DE TARJETA DE BIBLIOTECA,
INFORMACION DE ASISTENCIA A LA
ESCUELA, RIFA DE CESTAS,

& jMUCHO MAS!_ fFRANtﬁ'rES
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SCHOOL
LOTTERY 2025-2026

Apply directly online:
October 15, 2024 thru December 13, 2024
® wams.novuschoice.com @

About School: Grades 6th-12th
wams.waterbury.k12.ct.us

Fine & Performing Arts * Lighting & Sound
Acting « Video Production

Dance (tap. jazz, ballet, * Instrumental Music

modern, choreography)  (Band & Strings)
Visual Arts + Photography

Bussing provided to the following towns:

Naugatuck, Thomaston, Plymouth/Terryville, Middlebury, Southbury and WOIcott
Surroundings towns encouraged to apply!




Early Golloge Nigh Sehosl - Early College High School
Waterbury Carser Acadomy Waterbury Career Academy

s:":_';':’""‘ "‘:':l’n""':“-'n“::"":" Programa SOAR (Keanedy High School)
TORTAm (Winy Wgh Sehosl) Programa ATOMS (Wilby High Schooel)

Academic Academy (Wallace Middie School)
Roberto Clemente International Dual Language S R
Roberte Clemente International Dual Language

éWé WATERBU Qg’

S RS A T E

Nationally Certified Magnet School
e
NEASC Accredited Magnet School
16 South Elm Street, Waterbury, CT 06706 (203) 573-6300
Grades 6 through 12

Extensive Courses of Study in Visual Arts, Music, Theater Arts and Dance
Rigorous Academics, Advanced Placement, Post University and UCONN
Partnerships and Internships in all Arts Disciplines
State of Art Technology & World Class Broadcasting Studio
Innovative STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts, math) opportunity

Centrally located in Historic Waterbury
Performances on the renowned Palace Theater stage

OOK

INFORMATIONAL OPEN HOUSE & TOUR
October 16, 2024 5:00 PM
November 20, 2024 5:00 PM
*Free parking will be available in the Scovill Street Garage™
Applications will be available online for the 2025-2026 school year
Starting Tuesday, October 15, 20249 at 8:00 am
hitps://vwams.novuschoice.com
Applications must be submitted no later than
Friday, December 13, 2024 at 11:59 pm

Participating Partnership Districts with busing included:
Regional School District #15 Terryville/Plymouth
Thomaston Wolcott Naugatuck

Non-Participating District Applications Welcome
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Student & Parent Event!

ot Prb o

Combine collage, book art, and mixed media, in this altered
books art journaling workshop by local artist, Lauren Smith of

Flourish + Fern’.

/ﬁwm 19, 2004, 260 - .30 pr

potluck dinner

A s

To register, contact Ms. Alves at isa.alves@waterbury kl2.ct.us
or Ms. Betjemann at eva.betjemann@waterbury.ki2.ct.us
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Student and Parent

BOOK
=
CLUB

New Date!

Thursday, December 5, 2024
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

In the cafeteria
A light dinner will be served

For questions or a copy of the book, please contact
Mrs. Alves at isa.alves@waterbury.kli2.ct.us
or Ms. Betjemann at
eva.betjemann@waterbury.kl2.ct.us




