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Objectives

The participants will be able to:
• Describe at least two laws, rules, or statutes 

related to ASL accessible educational 
materials (AEM) in K-12 schools.

• Identify at least three ASL resources to be 
used in K-12 schools.

• Identify at least three resources to create own 
ASL AEM.
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AT for DHH LiveBinder
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https://www.livebinders.com/b/2831999


What makes a DHH IEP different?

Expanded Skills 

(Rule 6A-1.09401(1)(k), F.A.C.)
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Speech & Auditory Training

https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/expanded-skills
http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewCourse/Preview/12985
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/expanded-skills
https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.09401
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/lsl
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/lsl


What is AT?

Assistive technology device means any item, piece 
of equipment, or product system, whether 
acquired commercially off the shelf, modified, or 
customized, that is used to increase, maintain, or 
improve the functional capabilities of a child with a 
disability. The term does not include a medical 
device that is surgically implanted, or the 
replacement of such device.
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(Rule 6A-6.03411, F.A.C.; IDEA, 34 CFR § 300.5)

https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/a/300.5


What is an AT service?

Assistive technology service means any service 
that directly assists a child with a disability in 
the selection, acquisition, or use of an assistive 
technology device. 
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(Rule 6A-6.03411, F.A.C.; IDEA, 34 CFR § 300.6)



IDEA Guidance on AT

IDEA addresses assistive technology in the following 
manner:

(a) Each public agency must ensure that assistive 
technology devices or assistive technology services, 
or both, as those terms are defined in Sec. Sec. 300.5 
and 300.6, respectively, are made available to a child 
with a disability
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(IDEA, 34 CFR § 300.105)



What is AEM?
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(CAST, n.d.; U.S. DOJ 
and U.S. DOE, 2010)

https://aem.cast.org/get-started/defining-accessibility


Direct Communication

The IEP Team shall—

(iv) consider the communication needs of the child, and in the case 
of a child who is deaf or hard of hearing, consider the child’s 
language and communication needs, opportunities for direct 
communications with peers and professional personnel in the 
child’s language and communication mode, academic level, and 
full range of needs, including opportunities for direct instruction in 
the child’s language and communication mode; and

(v) consider whether the child needs assistive technology devices 
and services.
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(IDEA, 34 CFR § 1414)



Two Sides of Communication

(RMTC-DHH, 2020)
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https://www.rmtcdhh.org/downloadable-documents
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/downloadable-documents


Florida Communication Plan
Opportunities for Direct Communication

(FDOE, 2014)

https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/ese-eligibility/deaf-or-hard-of-hearing-dhh.stml
https://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/ese-eligibility/deaf-or-hard-of-hearing-dhh.stml


Florida Matrix of Services
Communication
❖ Level 2 - Requires periodic assistance or minor interventions.

➢ Monthly assistance with communication
■ ✓ sign language or auditory-oral classes for parents
■ ✓ specific individual instruction in new sign language vocabulary for a specific topic or 

subject (may be provided by instructional aide with signing skills or an interpreter)  
❖ Level 4 - Requires daily intervention or assistance, which may include 

alternative and augmentative communication systems
➢ Instruction in sign language for use as the primary method of communication 

■ the student must be identified as deaf or hard of hearing or have a dual sensory impairment
■ instructor must be fluent in signing
■ interpreting services must be provided in a setting that does not primarily include students 

who are deaf or hard of hearing or have a dual sensory impairment
■ ✓ regularly scheduled instruction in sign language
■ ✓ instruction in sign language integrated into the curriculum

(FDOE, 2017b)
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Learning a Language 
Takes a Community 

(RMTC-DHH, 2021)
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_D2uExmPS8&t=2243


Hearing Parents of Children 
who are DHH
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“Parents of young deaf children who are learning 
sign language do not need to achieve immediate 

and full fluency during this timeframe for their 
children to benefit from early exposure to ASL.”

(Allen & Morere, 2012; Allen, et al.; 2014, Allen, 2015)

(Cordano, 2016)



Ready to Learn ASL?

Who can learn ASL? 
EVERYONE!!!!
• Families
• General Education Teachers
• ESE Teachers
• Speech and Language 

Pathologist
• IEP Team Members
• Administration
• School Staff
• Students
• Volunteers (RMTC-DHH, 2022)
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https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1667572878/fdlrsorg/i5tdjsmislvozeapcpmf/Ready-to-Learn-American-Sign-Language-ASL_.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1667572878/fdlrsorg/i5tdjsmislvozeapcpmf/Ready-to-Learn-American-Sign-Language-ASL_.pdf


ASL Content Standards (K-12)

Four Parts:
• Introduction
• Anchor & Grade 

Level Standards
• Glossary
• References
• Advanced Search 

Filter (Gallaudet, et al., 2018)
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http://www.gallaudet.edu/k-12-asl-content-standards
http://www.gallaudet.edu/k-12-asl-content-standards


ASL Assessments
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https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/assessment-tools
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/assessment-tools


Interpreting Resources

18

https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/interpreting
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/resources/interpreting
https://www.usf.edu/cbcs/csd/services/eip.aspx


Accessible Instructional 
Material (AIM)

“Providing AIM is an inherent component of the 
provision of a free and appropriate public education 
(FAPE) under the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act of 2004 (IDEA) for students with disabilities (section 
300.210(b)(3) of Title 34, Code of Federal Regulations 
[CFR]). The IEP team is responsible for determining if a 
student needs AIM, the format of such materials and the 
necessary related accommodations the student may 
need to access standards-based instruction.”  

(FDOE, 2017a)

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-5764/dps-2010-70.pdf&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1634302934675000&usg=AOvVaw3xAumcmP0IMAxbAxfQkAyZ


District Created 
Materials in ASL

Creating AIM in ASL

• Screen record content with ASL 
translation

• Flipgrid Shorts
• Loom
• Screencastify
• Screen-cast-o-matic

• Housing AIM created
• Google Drive folder
• YouTube (Ex: Peters Elementary)
• Microsoft OneNote
• Flipgrid (Ex: Fairview Vocabulary)

What the creator needs:

• Content ahead of time to 
prepare

• Time to create and edit the 
videos

• Access to the curation tool 
(Google, Microsoft, etc.)

• Be aware of publishing 
copyrighted material

https://help.flipgrid.com/hc/en-us/articles/360053334593-Shorts-create-here-share-anywhere-
https://www.loom.com/
https://www.screencastify.com/
https://screencast-o-matic.com/
https://support.google.com/drive/answer/2375091?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop
https://support.google.com/youtube/?hl=en#topic=9257498
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCu2tzqiuf92J2M_zaJK6_eg
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/products/onenote
https://info.flipgrid.com/
https://flipgrid.com/fairviewnb


Sign Language Gloves Do Not 
Help People who are DHH

Key parts of the grammar of ASL include 
“raised or lowered eyebrows, a shift in 
the orientation of the signer’s torso, or a 
movement of the mouth,” reads the letter. 
- UW Letter (Erad, 2017)

Any conversation with someone wearing 
these gloves would be a monologue. 
(Language First, 2019)

“SignAloud” gloves.CONRADO TAPADO / UNIV. OF WASHINGTON, COMOTION
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https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2017/11/why-sign-language-gloves-dont-help-deaf-people/545441/
https://language1st.org/essays/2019/6/15/those-signing-gloves-are-not-that-great


ASL Translator App

(Software Studios LLC, 2014)

Text to Sign Only
• Single signs
• Short phrases

22

https://www.asl-dictionary.com/
https://www.asl-dictionary.com/


Smartphone 
Communication Cards
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Sorenson Buzz Cards

(Sorenson Communications, 2021)

Cardzilla

https://www.sorenson.com/products/ntouch-buzz/
http://www.cardzilla.ws/


ASL Dictionaries FAQ

Which ASL dictionary is recommended for everyday use, math, science, state assessments 
(e.g., Florida Standards Assessments), etc.?

RMTC-D/HH does not recommend one ASL Dictionary over another; therefore, they are listed 
alphabetically. Each dictionary is helpful for different purposes. We welcome recommendations to 
add to this list.

If a student is going to use a specific ASL dictionary on a state test, then they should practice 
using the same dictionary in the classroom on a regular basis. However, it should be noted that 
just because another dictionary (or any other accommodation or support) that is not permissible 
on the assessment, does not mean it is not permissible for use in the classroom. For districts that 
use Portal for Exceptional Education Resources (PEER), there is a form in the program the 
parents can sign for accommodations used in the classroom that are not allowed on statewide 
assessments. Districts that do not use PEER should have an equivalent form. (RMTC-DHH, 2020)
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https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary


Visual Language and Visual 
Learning (VL2) Resources

• Assessment Toolkits
• Bilingual Literacy Activities
• Family Information Package
• Signwise for Kids (Not very robust, yet.)
• VL2 Storybook Apps
• Visual Communication and Sign Language Checklist

(VL2, 2021)

25

https://motionlightlab.podia.com/asl-literacy-activities
https://signwise4kids.com/
https://vl2storybookapps.com/digital-library
https://vl2.gallaudet.edu/resources
https://vl2.gallaudet.edu/resources


ASL Curriculum, Instruction, 
and Assessment (CIA)

(Barnett, & et al, n.d.)
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https://www.aslcia.net/
https://www.aslcia.net/


Bilingual Grammar 
Curriculum (BCG)

• This curriculum is for anyone interested 
in a comprehensive approach to 
teaching Deaf and Hard-of-Hearing 
(DHH) children the rules for ASL and 
English grammar. 

• 20 minutes per day.
• Structured direct instruction lessons to 

guide the teacher.

(Czubek & DiPerri, 2021)
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https://www.bgcasl.org/
https://www.bgcasl.org/


True+Way 
American Sign Language

• Created in the Deaf 
Ecosystem

• 100% Digital Platform
• Placement Testing

28

https://truewayasl.com/
https://truewayasl.com/


Media & Materials 
Loan Library

https://www.rmtcdhh.org/about-us/media-loan-library
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/about-us/media-loan-library
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/about-us/media-loan-library
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/about-us/media-loan-library


Described and Captioned Media 
Program (DCMP)

● Funded by the USDOE
● Accessible media - captioned, 

described, and signed
● Streaming media and 

resources
● PK-12 content searchable by 

subject area & standard
● RMTC-DHH webinar on 

DCMP resources
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https://vimeo.com/329338315


DCMP ASL Pop-Up Player

● ASL Pop-up Player
● ASL Videos 
● Look for the circular 

ASL icon.

(DCMP, n.d.)
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https://dcmp.org/learn/679-asl-pop-up-player
https://dcmp.org/learn/679-asl-pop-up-player
https://dcmp.org/learn/679-asl-pop-up-player


ASL Accessible Instructional 
Materials (AIM)

Where can I find ASL stories and other ASL 
media?
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https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-stories

https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-stories
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-stories


ASL App Considerations

• Content created by reliable sources in 
the Deaf/HH community
• Creators who are DHH
• Schools for the Deaf/HH
• Colleges/universities with DHH Programs
• Apps for Kids (and Adults) with Hearing 

Loss curated by Tina Childress (Audiologist who is 
DHH)

• Connected to print
• Ease of use
• Clarity of signs
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https://tinachildressaud.com/2011/12/21/apps-for-kids-with-hearing-loss/
https://tinachildressaud.com/2011/12/21/apps-for-kids-with-hearing-loss/


SignUp Captions
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SignUp Captions 
Extension

https://www.signupcaptions.com/
https://www.signupcaptions.com/


Halo AR App

• Classroom management - class 
rules, center directions, behavior 
management charts

• Language arts - Text in a book, 
interactive word walls or vocabulary 
cards, prompting questions

• Mathematics - tutorials, wall of 
strategies, explanation of 
manipulatives
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https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1675712811/fdlrsorg/cv68cro8mglfsl2ptuzl/HALOAR.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1675712811/fdlrsorg/cv68cro8mglfsl2ptuzl/HALOAR.pdf


Programs to Create 
Handouts with ASL

• BoardMaker with ASL Symbols
• LessonPix
• myASLTech Suite of Tools 

(Institute for Disabilities 
Research and Training, Inc.)

• SymbolStix Prime

(myASLTech, 2021)
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https://goboardmaker.com/
https://lessonpix.com/
https://www.idrt.com/asltech_home.php
https://www.idrt.com/
https://www.idrt.com/
https://www.n2y.com/symbolstix-prime/
https://jamescloudbck.s3.amazonaws.com/PosterDeafTerminology2021+copy.pdf


Dictionary, Thesaurus,  & 
Translation

Teach students how to use digital 
dictionaries, thesauruses, and 
translation applications.
• Word processing programs
• Computer operating systems
• Web based 
• Online reading software

Teach the power of the split screen 
or double monitor.

Which ASL 
dictionary is 
recommended 
for everyday 
use and state 
assessments?
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https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary
https://www.rmtcdhh.org/faq/asl-dictionary


AIM for ASL Access: AT for DHH

Please fill out our Survey
http://bit.ly/RMTCEval 

rmtcdhh.org
info@rmtcdhh.org

This product was developed by RMTC-D/HH, a special project funded by the State of Florida, Department of Education, 
Bureau of Exceptional Education and Student Services through federal assistance under IDEA Part B, IDEA Part B Trust, and 
through an agreement with the Florida School for the Deaf and the Blind.
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http://bit.ly/RMTCEval
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