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Preparing Scholars for State 
Testing

Today’s Learning: In this session we will 
share resources to help families and 
scholars feel prepared and ready to take 
on the annual ELA and Math tests known as 
the SBA (Smarter Balanced Assessments). 

Success Criteria: Participants will be able 
to explore resources, ask questions about 
state testing, and gain insight into what 
kids experience when they take these 
assessments.



Preparing Scholars for State Testing

Agenda: 
1. Test Logistics
2. What does the test look 

like?
3. What resources are 

available?
4. How do I see/understand 

the results?



Can you guess what grade?

Let’s Play…



Can you guess what grade this test question is for?



Can you guess what grade this test question is for?



Can you guess what grade this test question is for?



Preparing Scholars for State Testing

3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th-12th

ELA Computer Adaptative Test (CAT) and Performance Task (PT)

No 
Testing

CAT and 
PT Optional 

ELA/Math
Math Computer Adaptative Test (CAT) and Performance Task (PT)

No Test
11th 
Grade 
CAT

Science No Test CAT No Test CAT

2 Test Types: 
• Computer Adaptive Test (CAT)
• Performance Tasks (PT)



Test Length:

• Science- 1 day

• Math: 2 days

• ELA: 3 days

Preparing Scholars for State Testing



What Resources are Available?
https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/ 

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/


Practice & Training Tests

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/ 

https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/summative-smarter-balanced.html 

Practice tests are grade level and test-type specific (CAT or PT)

Training tests are shorter and are more for practicing using tools 
in the system. They are organized by grade span (3-5, 6-8, or high 

school)

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/
https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/summative-smarter-balanced.html


Practice & Training Tests

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/ 

Things to know about practice and training tests: 

1. Neither of these will tell you the answers to the questions

2. They are short and intended to show kids what types of 
questions and tools may be used during the actual test. 

3. You can practice changing some of the settings to see if you 
prefer different features

https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/summative-smarter-balanced.html 

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/
https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/summative-smarter-balanced.html


Sample Items

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/ 

https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/ 

Things to know about Sample Items: 

1. These questions are former SBA questions that have been 
“retired”

2. These questions come with an answer key. 

3. Sample Items are grade-level specific, content specific, and 
standard specific. 

https://smarterbalanced.org/our-system/students-and-families/
https://sampleitems.smarterbalanced.org/


Understanding Results 

SBA Score Reports: 

1. Previous SBA Results can be 
found in ParentVUE
i.  Go to “Documents” and 
“SBA”



Understanding Results 

SBA Score Reports Include…

1. Scale Score and level- levels 3 
and 4 are proficient

2. Cutoff scores for each level 
with a thermometer showing 
how close your scholar was

3. Information for families about 
the test.



When does 2024 testing begin?

2024 Testing Schedules

1. Schools will be completing 
SBA and WCAS tests between 
May 6-May 31.

2. Schools will communicate 
specific testing days with 
families before testing begins

S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
No School

26 27 28 29 30 31
No School ELA and Math SBA and WCAS

ELA and Math SBA and WCAS

May

ELA and Math SBA (CAT, PT, and Retakes)

ELA and Math SBA and WCAS



How can you help?

Know your scholar’s 

academic strengths 

and areas of growth



Know your scholar’s 

academic strengths 

and areas of growth

1. Review i-Ready Results
2. Monitor Grades in ParentVUE
3. Reach out to your teacher on 

specific skills to work on- be 
specific

4. Actively participate in scholar-
led conferences

5. Ask your scholar what’s going 
well and if there is anything 
you can help them with

https://i-readycentral.com/videos/video-understanding-i-
ready-diagnostic-data-for-families/ 

https://i-readycentral.com/videos/video-understanding-i-ready-diagnostic-data-for-families/
https://i-readycentral.com/videos/video-understanding-i-ready-diagnostic-data-for-families/


So, how can you help prepare your 
scholar?

1. Get to know your 
scholar’s academic 

strengths

2. Monitor grades in 
ParentVUE and ask your 
teacher(s) what skills to 

work on



How can you help?

Make a Plan…

1. Plan for when you may want to look at practice tests with your scholar
2. Look at your most recent iReady results and make a goal for the next test (in January)
3. During SLC’s, ask teachers what the most important skills to work on at home are
4. Set a goal to check on iReady MyPath progress and ParentVUE regularly (every 3-weeks)



How can you help?

Make a Plan…

1. Plan for when you may want to look at practice tests with your scholar
2. Look at your most recent iReady results and make a goal for the next test (in January)
3. During SLC’s, ask teachers what the most important skills to work on at home are
4. Set a goal to check on iReady MyPath progress and ParentVUE regularly (every 3-weeks)



How can you help?

Share the experience and encourage effort and hard work…

1. Do practice questions with your scholar and praise their grit and effort!
2. Discuss strategies for when they get stuck
3. Do some learning with your scholar



How can you help?

Share the 

experience and 

encourage effort 

and hard work…



How can you help?

1. Praise a Student’s Efforts and Process
• Focus on the process not the outcome

2. Avoid offering conditional praise
• Avoid trying to manipulate with comments like “You did well 

as expected”. Rather, simply say “Wow, you worked so hard 
on that problem! I’m really impressed!”

3. Avoid using comparison praise
• It can be easy to compare your scholar to other kids, but that 

can limit a scholar’s potential and cause children to lose 
motivation. Set growth goals that a good for them and praise 
their growth along the way.

Share the 

experience and 

encourage effort 

and hard work…



How can you help?

1. Make sure test day is not a surprise. Plan ahead 
and make sure your scholar is aware

2. Get good sleep before testing

3. Eat a healthy breakfast

4. Stay active

5. Be positive about the testing experience

Know when test 

day is, discuss 

ahead of time 

prepare



QUESTIONS???

If time allows, let’s go look at some 
test items! 

https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/summative-smarter-balanced.html 

https://wa.portal.cambiumast.com/summative-smarter-balanced.html


Solving Together: Building Mathematical Thinkers at Home

Room K102

Breakout 2 Workshops:

How to Use Tech and Media to Build Life Skills in Young Minds

Room K106

Guiding Your Scholar to Success: Making the Most of SLCs

Room K107

IEP Essentials: Navigating Special Education for Your

Scholar’s Success | Room K103



Feedback Survey

Please help us improve by 

sharing your feedback about 

today's event through a 

3-minute survey:

Encuesta posterior al evento: !Ayúdenos 

a mejorar!

Sau buổi sự kiện: Hãy giúp chúng tôi cải 

thiện!

Опрос мнения по окончании мероприятия: 

Помогите нам учесть недочёты!

رویدادبه ما کمک می کند بهبود: نظرسنجی -پست

!یابیم
Scan the QR code or, Vvisit:

www.fwps.org/FamilyAcademySurvey
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