
  
  We invite you to MEET MERIT! 



What does MERIT Mean?
  Maximizing Education to 

Realize Intellectual 
Transformation



Why choose MERIT?
● Students can earn credits for five or more high school classes while in middle 

school. 
● Students earn a minimum of 80 community service hours for college applications.
● Students gain competitive experience in many academic competitions. They learn 

how to WIN!
● Students are exposed to a wide variety of clubs and field experiences (trips). 
● Students are VERY prepared for Advanced Placement and/or college classes in high 

school.
● Students are taught how to meet challenges, work through them, and succeed! 



THe Qualifications for the MERIT Program
*Meet or exceed expectations on every section of the most recent Georgia Milestone  

( Proficient or Distinguished) 

* All A’s or all A’s and one B in core academic classes for the previous year

*Have no serious disciplinary referrals within the last year and/or no more than two minor 
referrals within the last year: a serious referral is one which resulted in a home suspension of 
three days or more in school suspension.

*Submit an application with a graded writing sample and a teacher recommendation.

*Good attendance from the previous two school years



 MERIT Requirements
MERIT Students are expected to...

● Maintain an 85% Academic Average
● Acquire 20 Community Service hours each year
● Compete in 2 Academic Competitions each year
● Participate in a minimum of 1 club each year
● Take Spanish 1 & 2 in 6th thru 8th grade          

                     



Makerspace
Course One: Robotics and Automation
Course Two: Design and Modeling
Course Three: Innovators and Makers
Course Four:       App Creators / Ai4Ga
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A student’s perspective: Senior Grayson Jones
● Attending the University of Georgia to major in English 

Education
● 4.06 GPA
● GHSA Literary/One Act 9-12 grades
● Georgia Youth Assembly 9-12 grades
● Thespian Troupe 9-11 grades
● Governor’s Honors Communicative Arts
● Georgia Certificate of Merit recipient
● AP Scholar with Distinction
● Outstanding Chorus student 9-11 grades
● 14 AP/Dual Enrollment courses taken
● Community Service at Miss Kitty’s Feline Sanctuary for 8 

years



A student’s perspective:  Senior Owen Petrey
● Attending the University of Georgia
● 4.2 GPA
● State School Superintendent’s Student                        

Advisory Council
● Georgia Scholar’s Program
● AP Scholar with Distinction
● National Honor’s Society
● Key Club
● Varsity football 9-12 grades; Scout Team Player of the Year 2023
● WCTV Scholar Athlete of the Week January 2024
● Community Service: Hands on Thomas County, Backpack Buddies, 

Project Backyard
● Part-Time job at Onward Reserve 



The transition  from TCMS to TCCHS is seamless with 
the MERIT program……

          Ms. Nancy Rogers           Ms. Erin White

   MERIT  Transition Coordinator AP/MERIT  Coordinator 



MERIT on the MOVE: Beyond Middle School
● Number of exams taken last year: 323 (178 students)
● 237 exams made a 3 or higher (73%)
● 134 AP student earned a passing score on AP exams (75%)
● We provide exam prep, tutoring, media center resources, and 

practice exams in real time. 
● Designated an AP Honor school in 2023 for

○ AP STEM School
○ AP STEM Achievement School


