NOTES ON ELLIS ISLAND

The U.S. immigration center located in New York Harbor opened in 1892 and closed in 1954. Before
1892,

Caﬁm 6’&((1.&(? was the immigration center.

1. Mostimmigrants passed through Ellis Island. Approximately 5000 per day. Processing took 3 —4
hours. Only steerage passengers were processed at Ellis Island.

2. The immigrants were “herded” into lines in the% Youm Mnm M’r Hﬂu—
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3. Legal Inspection:

Questioning: Immigrants were questioned to see if they could _9£'f'a l(]h aﬂd SUD{.UW 'ﬂ’mﬂSElVCS

and would not be a mYdﬂﬂ to the United States. Officials checked the answers
on the ship’s manifest.

Some questions asked were:

“Can you read and write?”

“Are you educated?”

“Do you have a job waiting?”

“Do you have any skills?”

“Do you have any relatives living in the U.S.?”
“Is anyone meeting you?”

“How much money do you have?”

“How did you pay for the trip?”

“Do you believe in democratic government?”

- Interpreters were available to help translate questions for the immigrants.
- Names were sometimes changed by immigration officials who couldn’t pronounce foreign names.
Sometimes families changed their names before they arrived to sound less ethnic.

-If the immigrant did not pass the exams, he/she could be _dfg)V'ffd (sent back).

4, Medical Examination:

- Immigrants were examined to be sure they could WUVK and take care of themselves.
-Inspectors used a button hook to flip eyelids to look for MChUM[L (contagious
eye disease)

-Looked for signs of 'hLb(VCLLlUSIS (contagious lung disease)
-Examined for ?hL{S\C&J ({l‘Sﬂbi \1“'1!.3 (limping, shuffling)

-Those with contagious diseases were put into amflﬂm and isolated in

the hospital until they were better. The family was housed in the dormitory to wait.

-Clothing was marked with chalk to identify problems.

-If the immigrant did not pass the exams, he/she could be d{g’{‘f(d (sent back).
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Mental Examination:

Doctors first asked the immigrants to answer a few questions about themselves, and then to solve
simple arithmetic problems, or count backward from 20 to 1, or complete a puzzle.

If the immigrant did not pass the tests, he/she could be deported.

If the immigrant passed through the processing, he/she was free to enter New York City.
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Immigrants bought ferry tickets to Manhattan to start their new lives.
Some were taken advantage of by con men — overpriced rooms, stolen luggage, etc.

Called “___Ay£2{) novn s ” because they were not knowledgeable about
America.

ANGEL ISLAND:

Angel Island was the processing center on the west coast. It is located in &'J,ﬂ ﬁfaﬂ((q Q
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