District Homeless
Education Handbook

Williamston Community Schools
418 Highland Street
Williamston, MI 48895
517-655-4361

12/11/2014






INDEX

Page
Homeless EQUCALION OVEIVIEW. ... ...ttt e e e e e e 1
McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act District Educational Requirements..................cccoooeieie. 2
District Liaison DULIES. . ... . e n et 3
BOAIT POLICIES. . ..ttt tt ettt et e e et e e e e 4-6
Homeless Student Due Process/Procedural Safeguards..............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e, 7
Unaccompanied Youth Eligibility Flowchart........... ... 8
Determining McKinney-Vento Eligibility of Unaccompanied Youth..................oooiiiiiiiiiinnenn.. 9
Needs Assessment WOrkSheet. ... ... e 10-12
Needs ASSESSIMENT SUMIMIATY .. ...\ttt et ate et et ettt eteeneete et aneaneaeeaneararsenneatreaenreanens 13-15
District Proof of Residency Affidavit...........oiiiiiiiii s 16
Sample Residency Information FOrm........ ..o 17
School Selection Checklist for Decision-MaKing...........c.cc.oviiiiiiiiiiiii e, 18
Parent Brochure, English....... ..o 19-22
Parent Poster, ENnglish. ... ..o e 23

Parent Brochure, Spanish............cooiiiiiiii i e e e 24-27



Homeless Education Overview

Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, reauthorized by Title X, Part C, of the No Child
Left Behind Act, ensures educational rights and protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness.

Who is homeless? (Sec. 725)

The term “homeless children and youth”-
A) Means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence...; and
B) Includes-

a) Children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic
hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack
of alternative accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in
hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement;

b) Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed
for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings. ..

¢) Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard
housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and

d) Migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are
living in circumstances described in clauses a though c.

Key Provisions
m Every school district, must designate an appropriate staff person as a local homeless education liaison.
m Every Building must identify a homeless liaison.

o Children and youth in homeless situations are identified by school personnel.

o Students experiencing homelessness enroll, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed, in school.

o Families, children, and youth experiencing homelessness receive educational services for which they are
eligible, including Head Start, Even Start, and preschool programs administered by the district; and
referrals to health, mental health, dental, and other appropriate services.

o Parents or guardians of students experiencing homelessness are informed of educational and related
opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in
the education of their children.

o Enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with the Enrollment Disputes section of the McKinney-
Vento Act.

o Parents, guardians and unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness are fully informed of all
transportation services provided under the McKinney-Vento Act, including transportation to the school of
origin, and are assisted in accessing these services.

m District must educate school personnel, service providers, and advocates who work with families in homeless
situations about the duties of the local homeless education liaison.

m  Building liaison must:

O Assist homeless children and youth who do not have immunizations or immunization or medical records
to obtain necessary immunizations or immunization or medical records.

o Help unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a school, after considering the youths’ wishes, and
provide youth with notice of their right to appeal an enrollment decision that is contrary to their wishes.

o0 Ensure that unaccompanied youth are enrolled in school immediately pending the resolution of any
dispute that may arise over school enrollment or placement.

o Collaborate and coordinate with District Homeless liaison for the provision of education and related
services to children and youth in homeless situations.



McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act
District Educational Requirements

Designate an appropriate staff person as a local education agency liaison for homeless children and
youth. The liaison may also be a coordinator for other state or federal programs.

Continue the homeless child in his/her school of origin for the duration of homelessness or enroll
the student in a public school in the attendance area in which the student is living while homeless
according to the best interest of the student.

In determining “best interest” consider the following:
e Keep the student in the school of origin unless parent or guardian wishes otherwise

e Provide the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth with a written explanation if the student is
assigned to a school other than the one requested; include information on the right to appeal the
decision

¢ In the case of unaccompanied youth, the LEA liaison must assist in placement and enrollment
decisions

Immediately enroll the homeless student even if standard documents are missing (i.e., academic
records, medical records, proof of residency).

Contact the school last attended by the homeless student to obtain academic and other records.
e LEA liaison must assist in obtaining necessary immunization or medical records if needed.

e Keep records of homeless children readily available so the information can be transferred to a
new school when needed.

Resolve enrollment disputes including the following procedures:
e Immediately enroll the student in the preferred school until the dispute is settled

e Provide a written explanation of LEA decision to parent or guardian; include rights to
appeal the decision

e Designate LEA liaison to carry out dispute resolution expeditiously

e Liaison must ensure that homeless, unaccompanied youth be immediately enrolled

Provide to homeless students services that are comparable to those offered to non-homeless students
in the selected school, including:
(1) Transportation
(2) Title I services and other educational services for which the student is eligible
Vocational and technical education
(3) Gifted and talented program School nutrition program



District Liaison Duties

The designated liaison shall ensure that:

[]

[]
[]
[]

] O

Homeless children and youth are identified
Homeless childrenand youthareenrolledinand have an opportunity tosucceedinschool
Homeless families and students receive educational services for which theyareeligible

Parents or guardians of homeless students are provided meaningful opportunities to
participate in the education of their children

Public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youth is disseminated
Enrollment disputes are mediated

Parent or guardian of a homeless student is fully informed of transportation
services

Liaisons collaborate with state coordinators and community and school personnel that
provide educational and other services to homeless children and youth

LEAs must share information about the duties of the LEA liaison with school personnel, service
providers and advocates.



BOARD POLICIES

8045 Homeless Children

The board is committed to identifying homeless children and youth. The superintendent shall develop
guidelines and procedures for identifying homeless children within the district.

Such children shall be provided with educational services to meet their needs as determined and directed
by the superintendent. Current board policies, district practices, fees and charges which may act as barriers and
prevent homeless children from enrolling in school and/or acquiring an appropriate education shall be waived by
the superintendent.

The Board is committed to identifying homeless children and youth. The Superintendent shall develop
guidelines and procedures for identifying homeless children within the District and will produce written
guidelines for distribution to each school that explains the rights of homeless students and the responsibilities of
the schools to meet their needs and eliminate barriers to school attendance. This information shall also be
disseminated in writing and by other means designed to raise awareness of these rights and responsibilities to
staff, homeless families and students, the public, and homeless service providers.

Such children shall be provided with educational services to meet their needs as determined and directed
by the Superintendent. Regulations/Guidelines will be developed that implement the requirements of the No
Child Left Behind Act.

The Superintendent shall waive fees and charges that may act as barriers and prevent homeless children
from enrolling in school and/or acquiring an appropriate education.

If a parent/guardian is dissatisfied with a placement decision under this statute, the state recommended
dispute resolution procedures shall be followed.

Approved: August 18, 1997
Revised: June 18, 2012

LEGAL REF: 42 USCA 811433 (McKinney Homeless Assistance Act); 20 USCA § 6311 (No
Child Left Behind Act)

LEGAL REF: McKinney Homeless Education Act of 1988 as amended



8045-R Homeless Children

The District will emphasize the rights of homeless students to:
1. Equal access to all educational programs and services including transportation,
2. Continue to attend school in their school of origin for the duration of homelessness,
3. Attend regular public school with non-homeless students, and
4. Continue to receive all services for which they are eligible.

Dispute Resolution Procedure

The Michigan Department of Education, Homeless Education Office, has adopted a complaint resolution
process. In a case where a dispute occurs regarding the education of a homeless child or youth, the following
process may be used:

1. Local Level: Every effort must be made to resolve the complaint or dispute at the local level before
it is brought to the Michigan Department of Education (MDE).

0 If a question concerning the education of the homeless child arises, the first person to
contact in the school District is the homeless liaison. The following steps are suggested:

* The homeless liaison should discuss the complaint with the complainant and the
complainant is to be provided copies of the policies that the local Board of Education has
adopted concerning the education of homeless children and youth.

* A determination is to be made as to whether the requested services for the homeless student
are consistent with local school Board policy.

* If the complaint is not resolved, the complainant will be advised to present it in writing to
the homeless liaison.

* A written proposed resolution of the complaint or plan of action is to be provided to the
complainant within five working (5) days of the date of receipt of the written complaint.

0 If the complaint is not resolved at this level within five working (5) days, it may be taken to
the Superintendent of the District the student is attending or wishes to attend.

In addition to presenting the written complaint, an appointment will be made for the complainant
to meet with the Superintendent to discuss the compliant. At the end of the discussion with the
Superintendent, a written resolution will be provided within five (5) working days of the date of
the discussion.

0 If the complaint is still not resolved, it may be possible to appeal to the local Board of
Education.

2. State Level: If the complaint is not resolved in a satisfactory manner at the local level, the
complaint may be directed to MDE. Complaints made under this process must be made in writing and
signed by the complainant. The following steps are to be taken:
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0 Address the complaint to the Michigan Department of Education, State Homeless Coordinator,
P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, MI 489009.

0 Include in the complaint:
* A description of the situation that prompted the complaint.
* The name(s) and age(s) of the child or children involved.

* The name(s) of the involved school District personnel and the school District or Districts
involved.

* A description of the attempts that were made to solve the issue at the local level including
copies of any documentation used up to that point.

0  The State Homeless Coordinator will gather needed information from statements of the
parties involved and will forward the information to the Director of the Office of School
Improvement along with a recommendation for resolution or for further investigation.

0  Within thirty (30) working days after receiving the complaint, the Director of the Office of
School Improvement will recommend a resolution and will inform interested parties in writing of
the decision.

o If a complainant or one of the parties involved in the complaint disagrees with the decision, that
party may, within ten (10) working days, appeal to the Deputy Superintendent. This appeal must
be in writing and state why the party disagrees with the decision of the Director of the Office of
School Improvement.

o Within thirty (30) days after receiving an appeal, the Deputy Superintendent will render a final
administrative decision and notify the complainant and the school District(s) involved in writing.

If the party disagrees with the decision of the Deputy Superintendent in a matter concerning homeless
children or youth, the party may request a review of the decision by the United States Secretary of Education in
accordance with 34 CFR Part 299.11.

While the dispute is being resolved, the child or children in question must be enrolled in school. If the
dispute is concerning the school of “best interest”, the child or children must be enrolled in the school preferred

by the parent(s)/guardian(s) or unaccompanied youth unless previous arrangements have been implemented.

Adopted: June 18, 2012



Homeless Students Due Process and Procedural Safeguards*

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program and board policy ensure the educational
rights of homeless students. The district emphasizes the rights of homeless students to equal access to
all educational programs and services for which they are eligible including transportation. Finally, the

district assures that homeless students attend school in their district of origin with non-homeless
students for the duration of the homelessness.

For further clarification or information contact:
Adam Spina
Superintendent
517-655-4361

*This information must be included in all building student handbooks.
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Determining McKinney-Vento Eligibility of Unaccompanied Youth

1. Is the student residing with someone who is not his/her parent or court appointed guardian?
If yes, continue to the next question. If no, the student may be homeless, but is not unaccompanied.
2. Does the student meet the definition of homeless under McKinney-Vento?

These are sample questions that can be asked to determine McKinney-Vento eligibility. Reminder:
homeless is defined as “lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.”
e Why is the student living with someone who is not his/her parent/guardian?

e Is the student placed in this residence as a temporary plan for housing because the entire
family became homeless?

e Did the student leave home because of severe family conflict?

e How long can the student continue living where he or she is?

e Does the student have his or her own space/bedroom in the residence?
e Does the student have adequate privacy?

e Can the student come and go as needed?

e Where would the student live if not able to live there?

e What are the expectations of the student while staying there?

A student who is considered homeless (lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence) and
unaccompanied (not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian) can be registered as an unaccompanied
homeless youth under the McKinney-Vento Act.

A student who is not homeless, even though residing with a person other than the parent or court-appointed
guardian, does not qualify as an unaccompanied homeless youth under the McKinney-Vento Act.

Based on a flowchart provided by Virginia Beach Public Schools

9-A-2 | NCHE Homeless Liaison Toolkit: Appendix 9. An Unaccompanied Youth Eligibility Flowchart
9



10



Needs Assessment Worksheet and Summary

Needs Assessment Worksheet

Issue

Guiding Questions

Status/Comments

Awareness

What is the level of awareness/education of LEA program
administrators and school personnel regarding the statutory
requirements of McKinney-Vento and Title IA legislation relative to
the education of homeless children and youth?

What is the level of awareness/education in other community
agencies and networks, such as homeless coalitions, shelter providers,
and other service providers?

Are homeless education posters displayed in each school in the
community?

Policies/
Procedures

How often do you review/revise district policies, regulations, and
practices that might be barriers to the school enrollment, attendance,
and success of homeless students?

What kinds of outreach efforts are in place and by whom to target the
identification of homeless children and youth in your community?
Does the LEA obtain data on homeless students from shelters?

How are homeless families informed, in a language they understand,
of the educational rights of their children regarding enroliment,
transportation, etc.? Is information posted in places they are likely to
see?

Are shelter personnel and other service providers aware of the
district’s obligation to provide transportation to the school of origin?
How do you support homeless students’ right to attend the school of
origin when doing so is in their best interest?

What kinds of parent involvement activities and initiatives are
implemented district-wide? Are supports provided to encourage and
assist homeless families in being involved?

What issues/barriers are addressed consistently in calls received by
the local liaison requesting information or technical assistance?

Do you provide basic services and supports, such as school supplies,
fee waivers, and transportation, as needed?

Does the district have a written dispute resolution policy? Are parents
provided with a copy when disputes arise?

Identification/
Enrollment/
Access

How many homeless children and youth have been identified as
homeless in your district?

How many homeless unaccompanied youth have been identified?
How many homeless preschool-age children have been identified?
(birth-3 and 4-5)?

How many homeless migrant homeless students have been
identified?

How many homeless children awaiting foster care placement have
been identified?

Do you enroll homeless students immediately?

11




Identification/
Enrollment/
Access
(continued)

Do you identify and remove barriers to school enrollment and success
for homeless students? Are barriers specific to homeless
unaccompanied youth eliminated?

How many homeless shelters are in your district?

How many school-aged children reside in homeless shelters inyour
district?

How many students are doubled-up with friends or family due to lack
of housing?

How many homeless students are in other kinds of living situations?
How many homeless students have moved within the district, or from
outside the district in the past school year?

Do you consider data relative to poverty, unemployment,
foreclosures, and other economic trends in your community when
assessing the accuracy of your numbers of homeless students
identified and served?

Is it likely that there are homeless children and youth in the
community who have not been identified and are not attending
school?

Student Success

Is the number of homeless students included in testing increasing
each year?

What percentage of identified homeless students in your districtare
grade-level proficient in reading and math?

Is the academic proficiency of homeless students increasing in your
district?

Does analysis of proficiency data factor in length of time enrolledin
the school where tested?

Does the reporting process recognize discrepancies in data as
students move from school to school or from district to district?
What other indicators, in addition to academic achievement scores,
do you monitor? (e.g. attendance, grade-level promotion/retention,
graduation rates, disciplinary referrals, etc.)

Collaboration —
Internal

What is the frequency of communication between the local liaison
and Title IA program leaders in your district?

What kinds of decisions are made jointly between homeless
education and Title IA?

How does your Title IA plan address the needs of homeless students?
How do homeless education and Title IA collaborate to address the
needs of homeless unaccompanied youth? Homeless preschoolers
(Birth-3 and 4-5)? Homeless migrant students? Homeless students
awaiting foster care?

Are the reservation of Title IA funds, the amount, and the use
determined jointly between Title IA and the local liaison?

Is a description of the Title IA reservation, and how the funds are
used, included in your Consolidated Plan submitted to the state?

Is a description of the Title IA reservation included in your McKinney-
Vento sub grant program description?

How many homeless students are participating in Title IA programs?
(School wide? Targeted Assistance? Other?)

What is the level of coordination with other program personnel

12




(transportation, nutrition, counseling, drop-out/truancy, special
education)

How many homeless students are receiving special education
services?

Collaboration -
External

What is the frequency of communication between the local liaison
and community agencies that serve homeless families?

What community agencies are active in the provision of servicesto
homeless children, youth, and families in your community?

Do LEA staff members participate in collaboration with Head Start,
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act programs, HUD, etc.?

What community agencies collaborate with the LEA on data
collection?

Are community agencies working with homeless families aware of the
statutory requirements of McKinney-Vento and Title 1A legislation?
What specific projects/initiatives are underway as a result of
collaboration within the community network?

How would you assess the overall quality and effectiveness of
community collaboration?

Resources/
Capacity

What resources are available to meet the unique needs of your
homeless students?

Does your district receive a McKinney-Vento sub grant? If so,
what supplemental services are provided with those funds?

If your district does not receive a McKinney-Vento sub grant,
what supplemental services are provided and how are they
funded?

What amount of Title A funds is reserved to meet the needs of
homeless students in your district?

How are these funds used?

What happens with Title IA funds that are unspent at the end of the
fiscal year?

How are pupil transportation services provided by the district for
homeless children and youth?

Are public transportation options provided by the district when
needed?

Additional
Questions for
Charter Schools
(if applicable)

How many homeless students are attending your charter school?
How are services provided to homeless students in your charter
school?

Are you receiving McKinney-Vento sub grant or Title IAfunds?

Is technical assistance being provided to charter school personnel
regarding the educational rights of, and provision of services for,
homeless children and youth? How and by whom?

How are you ensuring that school administrators and staff are
providing services and supports in compliance with the McKinney-
Vento Act?

13




Needs Assessment Summary

Complete each section below based on the results of the Needs Assessment Worksheet.

1 = Many areas of concern; several compliance issues; technical assistance is needed

2 = Implementation is minimally adequate; systems, tools, and mechanisms are needed to strengthen
implementation; technical assistance is needed

3 = Implementation is adequate; procedures are in place but could be improved

4 = Program is strong and robust, with model systems, tools and mechanisms in place

Awareness (circleone): 1 2 3 4
Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:

Policies/Procedures (circleone): 1 2 3 4
Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:

Identification/Enrollment/Access (circleone): 1 2 3 4
Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:
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Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:

Student Success (circle one):

1234

Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:

Collaboration - Internal (circle one):

12314

Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:

Collaboration - External (circle one):

1234

Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:

Resources/Capacity (circle one):

1234

15




Guidance/Monitoring (circleone): 1 2 3 4
Most Important Challenges:

Further Data Needed:

Further Action Needed:

1. Based on the summary scores above, list in order of priority the areas needing improvement:

2. What strengths exist to assist in addressing these areas of concern?

3. What general strategies will you use to address these priorities?

4. In what areas do you anticipate needing additional resources and/or technical assistance?

5. What process will you use to generate an action plan to address your most pressing
issues?

For the full document, see Educating Homeless Children and Youth: Conducting Needs Assessments
and Evaluating Services - A Guide for SEAs, LEAs, and Local Schools
http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/na_eval.php

16
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PROOF OF RESIDENCY AFFIDAVIT
Williamston Community Schools

form updated: 2/17/2016

Student's resident address:

Name of student(s):
(One form per family...

please list all students)

Last First M.I. Date of Birth: Month /Day /Year
Resident address: Street: Apt./Lot #:

City:

Zip:
Please list your resident school district: Resident county:

Please list the county of your resident school district:

We currently live in (please check one):

] Our own home ] A shelter — Name of shelter:
| TEMPORARILY with more than one family in a | Ahotel/motel

house, mobile home, or apartment because the 1 A

. . car

family cannot have a home of their own . .
] New foster care placement with a relative (placed at A campsite

current home within the last 6 months) [ ] Other location not appropriate for living (e.g. abandoned

building)

] New foster care placement with a non-relative

(placed at current home within the last 6 months) If you checked any box other than Our Own Home, please fill

out the additional information on the back of this sheet.

By signing below you indicate that you have read and understand this document.*

Signature of Parent/Guardian whose name is listed on bill/receipt:

Date: Printed name of parent/guardian:

Complete this section only if bill/receipt is not in parent/guardian’s name:

| certify that the above student resides with me at (address)

in the School District, and | agree to provide a copy of proof of this address.
Signature: Date:
Printed name: Relationship:

Verification of the resident address may be made with any one of the following, which must be current and include the address. The dollar
amount of the receipt may be eliminated from the copy. (Please check one):

__mortgage payment __property tax receipt __rent receipt __ utility bill (water, electric, land-line telephone)

*Should the district learn that this is not the residence; the student may be excluded immediately from the district.
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Please list the reason you are not currently living in your own home, this will help determine if additional services are available for your student:

Cannot afford our own housing

Eviction / foreclosure

Fire

Living with friends or relatives, by choice, not necessity
Loss of job

Loss of housing due to economic issues
Parent/Guardian is deployed

Providing care for a family member

Temporarily waiting/looking for a new house or apartment, are able to move once we find one

N N O I I

We are in our own home

18



SAMPLE RESIDENCY INFORMATION FORM

This questionnaire is in compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act, U.S.C. 42 § 11431 et seq. Your answers will help
determine if the student meets eligibility requirements for services under the McKinney-Vento Act.

Student Parent/Guardian

School Phone /Pager

Age Grade D.O.B.

Address City
Zip Code Is this address Temporary or Permanent? (circle one)

Please choose which of the following situations the student currently resides in (you can choose more than one):
House or apartment with parent or guardian
Motel, car, or campsite
Shelter or other temporary housing
With friends or family members (other than or in addition to parent/guardian)

If you are living in shared housing, please check all of the following reasons that apply:
Loss of housing
Economic situation
Temporarily waiting for house or apartment
Provide care for a family member
Living with boyfriend /girlfriend
Loss of employment
Parent/Guardian is deployed
Other (Please explain)

Are you a student under the age of 18 and living apart from your parents or guardians? Yes No
Residency and Educational Rights
Students without fixed, regular, and adequate living situations have the following rights:

1) Immediate enrollment in the school they last attended or the local school where they are currently staying
even if they do not have all of the documents normally required at the time of enroliment without fear of
being separated or treated differently due to their housing situations;

2) Transportation to the school of origin for the regular school day;

3) Access to free meals, Title | and other educational programs, and transportation to extra-curricular

activities to the same extent that it is offered to other students.

Any questions about these rights can be directed to the local McKinney-Vento Liaison at [Insert phone number] or
the State Coordinator at [Insert phone number].

By signing below, | acknowledge that | have received and understand the above rights.

Signature of Parent/Guardian/Unattached Youth Date

Signature of McKinney-Vento Liaison Date
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School Selection Checklist for Decision-Making
(Adapted from the Texas Homeless Education Office)

School of Origin Considerations

Local Attendance Area School Considerations

[0 Continuity of Instruction
Student is best served due to circumstances that
look to his or her past.

[ Age and Grade Placement of the Student
Maintaining friends and contacts with peers is
critical to the student’s meaningful school
experience and participation. The student has
been in this environment for an extended period
of time.

[ Academic Strength
The child’s academic performance is weak and
the child would fall further behind if he/she
transferred to another school.

[ Social and Emotional State
The child is suffering from the effects of
mobility, has developed strong ties to the
current school, and does not want to leave.

[ Distance of the Commute and Its Impact The
advantages of remaining in the school of
origin outweigh any potential disadvantages
presented by the length of the commute.

[J Personal Safety of the Student
The school of origin has advantages for the
safety of the student.

[ Student’s Need for Special Instruction
The student’s need for special instruction, Such
as Section 504 or special education and related
services, can be better met at the school of
origin.

[ Length of Anticipated Stay
The student’s current living situation is outside of
the school of origin’s attendance zone, but the
living situation continues to be uncertain. The
student will benefit from the continuity offered by
remaining in the school of origin.

[0 Continuity of Instruction
Student is best served due to circumstances that
look to his or her future.

[ Age and Grade Placement of the Student
Maintaining friends and contacts with peers in
the school of origin is not particularly critical to
the student’s meaningful school experience and
participation. The student has attended the
school of origin for only a brief time.

[ Academic Strength
The child’s academic performance is strong and
at grade level; the child would likely recover
academically from a school transfer.

[J Social and Emotional State
The child seems to be coping adequately with
mobility, does not feel strong ties to the current
school, and does not mind transferring.

[ Distance of the Commute and Its Impact
A shorter commute may help the student’s
concentration, attitude, or readiness for school.
The local attendance area school can meet all of
the necessary educational and special needs of
the student.

[J Personal Safety of the Student
The local attendance area school has
advantages for the safety of the student.

O Student’s Need for Special Instruction
The student’s need for special instruction, such
as Section 504 or special education and related
services, can be met at the local attendance area
school.

[J Length of Anticipated Stay
The student’s current living situation appears
stable and unlikely to change suddenly; the
student will benefit from the developing
relationships with peers in school who live in
the local community.

6-A-1 | NCHE Homeless Liaison Toolkit: Appendix 6. A School Selection Checklist for

Decision Making
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Information for Parents

If your family lives in any of the following situations:

» In a shelter, motel, vehicle, or campground

5 On the street

» In an abandoned building, trailer; or other inadequate accommodations, or

» Doubled up with friends or relatives because you cannot find or afford housing

Then, your preschool-aged and school-aged When you move, you should do the following:
children have certain rights or protections ) Contact the school district’s local liaison for homeless
under the McKinney-Vento Homeless education (see phone number below) for help in enrolling

Education Assistance Act. your child in a new school or arranging for your child to

continue in his or her former school. (Or, someone at a
Your children have the right to: shelter, social services office, or the school can direct you
» Go to school, no matter where you live or how long you .

to the person you need to contact.)
have lived there.They must be given access to the same

Contact the school and provide any information you think
bl edacation. schuing preschool sdic Ciidadt will assist the teachers in helping your child adjust to
to other children.

new circumstances.
> Continue in the school they attended before you became ) :sr:vctld‘:r‘%ﬂ 'm vf::rker le:s :s:lg;‘:m eds::‘ll;egr
homeless or the school they last attended, if that is your il s 'Iles ¥ neaded.
choice and is feasible. If a school sends your child to a school PPes.
other than the one you request, the school must provide you

with a written explanation and offer you the right to appeal Local Area Contacts:
the decision. :

» Receive transportation to the school they attended before
your family became homeless or the school they last
attended, if you or a guardian request such transportation. State Coordinator:

> Attend a school and participate in school programs with
children who are not homeless. Children cannot be separated
from the regular school program because they are homeless.

> Enroll in school without giving a permanent address. Schools

cannot require proof of residency that might prevent or delay If you need further assistance, call the
school enroliment. National Center for Homeless Education
» Enroll and attend classes while the school arranges for the at the toll-free HelpLine number:
transfer of school and immunization records or any other B Rihe | AT
1=-800-308-2145

documents required for enrollment.

» Enroll and attend classes in the school of your choice even
while the school and you seek to resolve a dispute over
enrolling your children.

> Receive the same special programs and services, if needed,
as provided to all other children served in these programs.

» Receive transportation to school and to school programs.

25



A4S Ue upBop uig /43S Us JoBoH ulg

18BOY UIS sauanofr A @cwoh?oc_z 89| SeUaNaL T Sou So)
= 2 RJPG UQIOPONPT 9| PJDa ugIoponpy sp » .
souIN soj ap. upieonp3 e opuefody et i b10°9/19S@)SSa[aL0Y (00IUOIIB|] 09110)

BUoU/bI0 BNIBS MMM//:d1l Q9 ONIS
SPTZ-80€-008 :Siieio epnAy ap esur]
1eBbo} uis sausAor
A SOUIN SO| eied uopeONP3 3p [RUOIDEN 01JUSD)

1eboH uis seuanor A
SOUIN soj eied uoioeanp3

L L R L L L LTI E R R L R LT LR LA O L L L R LI L L LR L L R LT L LU

R

"S9]euUOoideINPS SOIIAISS SOUBID JIgIdal
ejed 9|qi6so 19s A sajeuoidEINPS SOYdRIOp
Sopa10 Jaud) elpod ofly ns ‘epuspisal ap JBI0H NIs S2NIAQL A SONIN SO1 24

epipJad eun e opigap ependapeul o |ejodwsa) NQIJBING] B1 BYRd 189R1S] JOBNIY00)

UQIoeNJIS BUN US OPUSIAIA BISD eljiwe) NS IS

¥P9OH NIS SINIAQS A SONIN SO1 24 NQIJBING]
B1 BYRd NQIIBIINWOIY2IN] 3¢ TRIDHO

sopebieoug A . o
/ Vi JUY °XapUl/SSafauiol/Swelbold/mo pe
S910]n] ‘salped eJed eing eun MMM/ SYSIA "UODRLLIOUI Sew eleq “sopiun
SOpels3 So| ap uoideonp3 ap ojuswepedaq

| Nﬂ ﬂ@ ( ﬂ 5@ w “ﬁgﬁﬂ 9P 1e|0S3 pepi|iqeuo) A [auelpnis3

ojusiweydano.dy ap seweibold SO| U0 OIUSAUOD

g& “@%ﬂ gﬂ%’ 050 3 un Jod sepeode uos IHIN ap sauopedignd se

26



S3.4peq eJed eAeonps eyadie)

oRewojuY uToduw]

'SPT1C-80€

-008 |e opuewej| sineib sejadied seyss epid ueboy uls ssjueipniss

Sp SBJ_UOIDEINPA SOYJ3Jap SO| eljdXxs uiquie) eadied e *ofiy

NS Sp UQDEONPS B| B SOAjRJR. Sajuepodwl Sojuswndop Jepienb
apand pejsn spuop sejadJed uos salped eled seaijeonps sejadie) A

salped eled seAneonp3 sejadien

‘dyd

SO JUBIEAYIGI/OYIU/BI0 ONIIS MMM/ ARl *RIPNDSS B Ud ofly ns

e JepnAe uasainb anb salped eied sanbu|iq sosinas uod euibed
BUN OSNoUI ‘[AN ugdewLIoul BYINW 3Ua1} JHDN 2P gam ORIs [ A

BYoU/DIO INIBS MMM//:dRYy QB ORIS
*9)isa08u anb epnAe
e| eqal ofiy ns anb teinbase A efendss e| us ofiy Nns e JiqLdsul e
4epnAe spand ugioesiunwodJ33ul 3p [eIPYO [ "ofiy NS op Je|j0dsa
o3sIp [op Jeboy uis sauaAg( A soulu soj ap ugiednps e esed
UQIDEDIUNWODI3IU| 3P |BIDLO [© U0 0}DBJUOD US JBLjUS OWOD S|IDap
A ofiy ns ap ssjeuoeINpa SoYdaIsp SO Jedldxe apand JHON A
buo-aniss@sssfauioy
0 SbTZ-80£-008 :SheIS epnAy ap eauf

FHON 34 SOSINITY

Jeboy Joud) ou Jod ajueipniss un e lebaibss
aqiyo.d as ‘sjusuewriad epUBpISI BUN USUBN
anb sajueIpn}ss UOD BJaNIS? B B SISy A
SOlIejuaWL|dns S3|eUOPEINPD SORIAISS
so| A apodsueuy [9 osnpul ‘SsjueIpNISS S0.30
SOJ SOpO] e s9|qIuodsip ue)ss anb SoPIAIRS
A seweiboid sowssiw SO| B 0S9008 J2Ug| A

SO1IES303U SOJUBWNIOP SO
ebu21qo e|ondss | anb SeLjURIW S2IL|0ISE SSPRPIAIDE SB| Sepo) U
Suswels|dwod Jedpped Jspod A ‘ejenoss e| e Jpsise A U ssaigiasur

uoeziunwui sp o/A sodipaw soJjsibal

0 ‘salouzjue se[sndse ap so.)sibas ‘eipuapisal ap eqanid ‘ojusiwideu

Sp 0pedYIRD [9 OwWod ‘ugiadldsul ef eled soplanbal sjuswWw|ewLIoy
SO3USWINDOP US3[e) snbune ‘sjuswejeipauul BjENISS B] UD 3SJIqLDSUT A
uab110 Sp e[ENISs B| ap/e dHodsuRL) JIGIDY A

0JuOSUl BQR}SS UBIPNISS |2 [end | US B[9NJSS ewnn B| S8

0 ‘Sjusuew.ad eUSPISSI BUN BIUS) OPUBND OIISISE SJUBIPNISS |9 [BND

e| B e]andse e| s9 uabiio ap e@NIss e| ‘ajueipnise [ eied Jofow eas
anb o] e opJanoe ap ‘usblio ap eENISa e B 0 (20| BSNISS B| B JNSISY A

Jlle OpIAIA
ueAey odwsan 0jueNd 0 UBAIA SpUOP Jepodwi UIS ‘B[aNndss e| e Jnisisy A

:uapand Jseboy
uis sauaAol A souiu so| ‘ojusp-Asuunydiy epy [ ofeg

"0JUSA-ABUUDDW BDY |2 Bwe|

3s anb |etspay As| eun ofeq epnAe Jiqai eled a|qIBs|e Jos
elpod ofiy ns ‘ependapeu; o |eiodwa) epuSpISa ap odn 000
uS 0 !sobjwe o saJeljiwe) uod ‘3jed | ud {jeJodwa) epPUDPISa
-anbjowal un o Jedwede sp anb.ed un ‘ojndjysA un ‘|23ow
un ‘anbiagje un ua SAIA eloye A ‘epuapisas ns olpJad pajsn IS

VIISYd NQIQVWYOINI
*‘OINIA-AINNINOW VIdv 13

27



¢oliy ns nsise agap ejenosa
[end e 9.qos ugISIoap Ns euease anb pepLnbas ap sauopesaPISUCD AeH? A

'ofly ns ap
1ej0dss ofeqes 2 us oApebau 013Se un J3us) eupod oble| oulwed up ¢ UsBLIo
P e[2ndsa e| ap/e opepodsues) opuais ofiy ns euejsed odwiap ojuen)? A

¢éofiy ns esed

Suepodwi s3 3nb 03uaA8 un 3p seNdsap 0 ‘sejueOdWI SAUSLIEXS JeuIuLIS)

9p SPNASap “IRj0DSe OUR O AA)SAWSS UN Bp [eul [e ‘ojdwals Jod ‘owod
‘e[onasa op Jeiquied esed odwisiy uang un Jejodsa oye [op e20d3 B39 537 A

¢{Sejew sejou eqpal o
00lWPPeOR 0SEjal UN eYNs ofly NS anb Jesned eendss op OIGWIED UN BLPOG? A

£B[9NIS3 3p 0IqUIED UN S)UBZIIeWnRL} BlISS? ¢Jo0ey
anb oAn} eljiwey ns anb ezuepnw ej ap esned iod osojsue ofiy Ns e1s3? A

'B|9NJS3 Bp Jeiquued [e saloAew sspejnoyip Jaus) elpod aslenpelb sp ojund
e 1S3 0/A usbLIo Bp PjNISd NS UOD SuBNy UQIXauo0d eun 23udjs anb JoAew
2)ueIpnysa un ¢uabLo 3p eeNdsa Ns uod SpBNY ANW OJN3UJA UN ofiy NS JUSIL? A

¢|enjoe epuapISal
NS 9p 82132 OPUBIAIA 4INBas esuaid o ‘ofly ns ap uabLIO ap e[ENISS B Bp BISD
JIAIA B JSAJOA 3P saue|d BUSI|? ¢[eNIDOR BDUSPISSI NS S SjusuRWLad uend? A

¢olly ns suap soue sojueny? A

![eD0| B[2NIS? B| B 9S.1I39jSURL} O B[2NISS BLUS|W
E| & Opuansise Jenuiuod eqap ofly Ns IS SPIDAP SeAUBIW ezuepnLu
eun ap spndsap Jeldpisuod esed seyunbaid seunble Aey oleqy

"3]US43Ip eaJe

BuNn e uspnuwi 8s sapajsn Is une ‘(usbuio ap efRNISs e)) eleNISe
ewsiw e| e opuansise ebis ofiy ns anb Jofow sa syuswiesousb
‘0353 104 *seAanu sasep A ‘sosnu sodisaew A sobiwe e
9sieiquinisode A 300uod anb sonssew soj A sobjwe so| e Jefop
anb aual] "ofiy ns e Jezpewnery apand ejpnass ap Jeiquie)

¢|ed0] e[@ndsa e e ofly Iw e Juysues} 0 Bj9NISS ewsiw
B| ua Ofly Iw e Jausjuew ogap ‘epnw s eijiwe) iw IS?

$3ININJ3¥A SVINNOIYd

N sa||ddns jooyos 8814 sijelb sa.ejoosa mv__5/
S[eaw |ooyds 9al4 ©[aNass e ua spelb epiwo)
$89|AI9S UONEINPS [10adg [e109ds8 UQIOBINPS 8P SOIDIISS
£ uolstoap ¢ugisioap ejse Jejade opand
sy} [eadde | uea moH “pjyo A jJnoge owo)? *oliy jw ap E0190E BJENISA g
U0JSIoap s,0040s au) Yyim aaibe Jou op | | ap ugIsioap e uod opianae ap Aojse oN
¢UIbuo Jo |ooyas sy} o} [ ;uablio ap ejendsa e e uojoeiodsues
uoljeriodsuel) aAIsoal PlIyo AW Ued MOH Aiqias ofly (w spand owon?
|ooyas [e207 [e20] B[9N0S]
uibLio Jo jooyog uablio ap ejanas3
£ UOSIel| uoeanpa £UOIOBDIUNWIODIS)UI B [BIOO
$S3[8LI0Y [220] 8} }9BJUOI | UBD MOH [8 U02 sw.esiunwod opand owgn?
"Jov Ojua/-Aauuiyjop 8y} Jepun sadinias | ‘ojusp-kauunyop oy [e ofeq SoIAIas
aig9a1 0} 9|qibia st pjiyo Aw uiyy | | Jiqioai eled sjqibee sa ofly 1w anb 0aiy
"Mou Jybu souapisal ejenbape | *ojuswow 8}sa Us epeNdSpE A BqEISd
pue sjqe;s e aAey jou saop Ajiwe} AN BIOUSPISa BUN 8USJ) OU BjIWE) I\
s9|buy louedsa
L $2119() S2sBY¥d A SONIWYJL 2d olyyso19 Y,
"eaisnui ej A sapiodap so| owod sapepiAoe ua sedpiped e ofly ns e awjuy A
*ofly ns ap 1e|0ds3 043(aSU0D [ 0
B1]S9RW PJ U0D sewsa|qo.d S03sa 21qos Jejgey apand ugiquie) peisn ‘opuaius)
9153 anb ewsjqo.d Jainbjend a1gos ajqey A ofiy ns aoip ) anb o] ayndsg A
*B[oN2Sa NS us oApodap odinba un us Jedpiped
0 eusnq Ej0u Bun Jigida1 owod ‘usig adey anb o] Jod ofly ns e ai6oj3 A
"uoIaAs| anb of 2iqos us|qey ‘SjuswieiusW Sojun( Je9) eled
elp eped odwap un anbipep ‘saioAew sofiy eied ‘sejp so| sopo) ofiy ns e ea A
"9juepodull 3 uQIPEINPS | anb eiqes
[ “ofiy ns ap ugedNPa | US SRJS)UI RISSNW PaISN [S ‘pajsn e anbijdxa o] as
anb sjepid ‘ejanass e| us opualpualde e3s3 anb of 21qos ofiy ns e unbaid A
*9|qisod sajue o] ewsjqold
43inbjend auomn|os A ofjy ns ap pnjes ap SaPePISIIAU Se| e UQPUSIe D)Said A
‘seade} sns Jaoey ofiy ns e JepnAe eled ejp eped odwisy
un anbipap ‘seasey se seoey epand ofiy ns anb esed ojnbues oys un BaA0Id A
"opejuawije usiq A opesuedsap
anba)| anb A seip so| sopo} e[anass e e eAea ofiy ns anb asainbasy A
¢B|oNJsa

B| ud ofly 1w e JepnAe eied Jsoey opand and)?

28



¢salouaw sofiy siw eled Jejodsaaid eweiboid un Aey? A

¢4ebed opand se| ou IS S3.1e|02S3 SopepIAiRe
Se.j0 N $24e|02Sd SAUOISINOXS U Jedpiyed ofly jw apand owo)? A

¢Aedpnued spand ofiy 1w
S9|end Se| Ud sapepiAioe seno n ‘sajeaisnw sodnib ‘sapodap AeH? A

ésaJe[noijied sepepissosu sns e Japuodsal A sojus|e)
Sns Jejjo.lesap e ofly (w e tepnAe uspand seweibo.d sajen)? A

¢(e1oNndss op sendsap eojny 0 T L p
sewelbo.d owod) ofly 1w esed 9jqiuodsip e3se Jejodsa epnAe anYH? A

£SOPIAIBS S03S3 Jezadws uapand ojuold uen) ¢|epadss
UQIdDEINPS 9P SOIAISS B)ISedaU Ofiy Jw is JepnAe spand uaind? A

ésnelb
Sa1ej00se S9|1N JIqIda4 ofiy 1w apand owod ‘0LIES33U SB IS? A

¢e[eNndse e| ud spesb epiwod Jiqias ofiy 1w apand owo)? A

¢PBPaARIQ B[ B SOJUSWNDOP SNS
JuI9jsuen) e sousepnAe apand uainb ‘ejenasa ap eiquied ofiy 1w 1S? A

¢(uablio ap eENOS? B|) BJ9NDSD BUWISILW B] B opusnsIse Jinbas
epand ofiy 1w anb e.ed s|qiuodsip e3ss apodsuesy ap odi end? A

¢B|I9/19 uod dw.edjunwiod opand owo) ¢Jeboy uis sousagl A souu
SO| Sp UQIdRINPS e| _Jed UQIDEDIUNWIODISIUL BP [BIDYO 9 SB UIND? A

¢0JusA-Asuunply AS| e ofeq sopjanoid
SOIAISS SO| 24qos Jadey ogap seyunbaid sajen)?

“IR|03SD OJISIP [ A B[aNdSa e[ uod odinba ua Jefeqel; agap

A ofly ns sp ugipeonpa e| us duepoduw 0JaURdWOD UN S3 PaIS( "BJPNDSS

e| ua 031x9 ebua) anb eied souesSIIBU SOPIAIBS SO| SOPO} BqIPa4 Ofly NS anb
JeinBase e JepnAe apand 1ej0dsa 0JISIP [P A B[NDSS e ap |euosiad @ opo) A

418|003
elawIB)ua e) A “1ej0dsa [elpos Jopefeqes) [ ‘snq ap J0PNPUOD @ ‘epullsise ap
[2101J0 [3 110308.1p [3 UOS BIZOUOD Pajsn anb ousnq eUas anb seuostad seno A

*ofily ns sp Jejodss ofeqey) |3 Jepaye uelipod anb
opuesed ue3ss anb sesod o esed e| us epodwod 35 ofjy NS OWod 31qos ebua)}
paisn anb ugpew.ojul esainbjend euosiad B3s3 LD eURdWOY) *SAPEYNILIP

A soiquied e Jopuodsau e ofiy ns e JepnAe apand Jejoosa 04afasuod 3 A

1opua.de e ofiy ns e eliepnAe anb ugpeuwlojul apiep eied

A oliy ns ap 1ejoasa ofeqesy [9 21qos aeunbald eied ullq SjuUsWLILSPYNS

0] ofly NS p ejoNISa B[ Sp SOJISLRW SO| 3P OUN B J3J0U0D ajuepoduw s3

*[aNose e| u9 opuesalboud e1sa ofiy ns owod Jages eled OpUBND US ZaA ap

ofly ns ap o.nssew |e Jejgey agap ‘ugiquie] *(s)osssew (S)ns e 120uod
1e3101[0S 9gep ‘eAsnu e[andsa eun ua ofiy NS B aquOSUl pa3sn opuen) A

‘OMeHUNWOD 0Aode JenuoduS B

sliepnAe A {usbiio op eendss e ap/e apodsuel) 1803|qelse ‘sielb sa.ejodse

sepiwod A ‘souejuawia|dns sopiAIes ‘spelb saiejodss sajin Ainbasuod e ofjy

ns e JepnAe spand ugIquie) UOIDEIUNWOD3)Ul 3P [BIDYO |3 "B[oNJSS e1sa

U0 03083U0D U Jenud e A ofiy ns eied Jofow | BLISS B[3NISS [end JIpap e

alepnAe apand euosiad e1s3 "1eboy uis SSUSAQ[ A soulu SO| Bp UQIPEINPa
| eled UOIDEDIUNWODI}U BP |BIDLO UN SUSR JB[0ISD OJISIP BpE) A

£Uopeonpa ns uod
ofiy 1w e uepnAe a1qos Jejnsuod opand uzinb uo)?

*9A|9NSal 95 BIDUBJAYIP ] anb senusiw pajsn

Jod epi602ss ejendsa e| ua uawelp|dwod Jedpiued A ‘e nsise ‘us
asaiquosul apand ofiy ng *uoispap e3sa e Jefede apand paisn owod
B]LIDS3 euwilo) eun us 1edjidxs anb suan ugiqwe) olsIp |3 "aJ4einb
pa1sn anb ejenass e| 9p jus3yIPp B[RNISS BUN B INSISe agep ofiy

ns anb etapisuod anb Jod 21qos e3uss uoedl|dxa eun ajep anb
BUSY} I[00SD 0ASIP [ ‘B[oNDSS B UOD OP4BNJR 3p 1SS OU Pa)sN IS

¢0olly 1w Jn3sise agap ejandsa [end e a1qos
OpJanoe 9p sowelsa ou oA A ejenoss e Is esed and)?

29



Flowchart for McKinney-Vento Eligibility Determinations

This flowchart is meant to aid you in making decisions about a student’s eligibility as homeless under the
McKinney-Vento Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), but it may not capture every housing situation. For the complete
definition of homeless, visit https://nche.ed.gov/mckinney-vento-definition/. For more information on making
determinations, see the related issue brief from the National Center for Homeless Education at
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/det elig.pdf.

NIGHTTIME RESIDENCE

Fixed, regular,
and adequate;
Living in the
same place
each nightina
safe and
sufficient space

DousBLED UpP

Due to loss of Mutual
housing, decision made
economic to live together

hardship, or a for mutual

similar reason benefit

Missing one or
more of the

following traits:
fixed, regular,
and adequate
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HOTELS, MOTELS, TRAILER PARKS,
CAMPGROUNDS

Due to family
choice; e.g., when
a permanently
housed parent
accepts a new job =,
and the family

Due to lack of
adequate
alternative
accommodations

stays temporarily
in a hotel, RV, etc.
until they obtain
new, permanent
housing

National Center for Homeless Education https://nche.ed.gov/ 800-308-2145



https://nche.ed.gov/
https://nche.ed.gov/mckinney-vento-definition/
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/det_elig.pdf

HousING TYPE

A place not meant for
people to live; e.g., porch,
barn, storage unit, streets,

car, etc.

Substandard housing; e.g.,
unsafe, not up to code, etc.
(Contact district liaison for

7
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w
—
i
=
o}
I

Parent abandoned
child; did not
make long-term
child care
arrangements

Incarcerated or
hospitalized parent
did not make
arrangements for
child’s care

National Center for Homeless Education

guidance)

SITUATIONS BELOW PERTAIN TO UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH, I.E.,
YOUTH NOT IN THE PHYSICAL CUSTODY OF A PARENT OR GUARDIAN

Family lost housing; unable to stay
together in same place; placed child
temporarily with someone else

Child or youth lives apart from
parent/guardian due to domestic
violence or family conflict; housing
is not fixed, regular, adequate

Parent has a work
conflict & made
arrangements for
child to stay with
others

Incarcerated or
hospitalized parent
arranged for child

to stay with
caregiver

https://nche.ed.gov/
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