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Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, reauthorized by Title X, Part C, of the No Child 

Left Behind Act, ensures educational rights and protections for children and youth experiencing homelessness.  

 

Who is homeless? (Sec. 725) 

 

The term “homeless children and youth”- 

A) Means individuals who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence…; and 

B) Includes- 

a) Children and youths who are sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic 

hardship, or a similar reason; are living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack 

of alternative accommodations; are living in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in 

hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; 

b) Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed 

for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings… 

c) Children and youths who are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard 

housing, bus or train stations, or similar settings; and 

d) Migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle because the children are 

living in circumstances described in clauses a though c. 

 

Key Provisions 

■    Every school district, must designate an appropriate staff person as a local homeless education liaison. 

■    Every Building must identify a homeless liaison. 

□ Children and youth in homeless situations are identified by school personnel. 

□ Students experiencing homelessness enroll, and have full and equal opportunity to succeed, in school. 

□ Families, children, and youth experiencing homelessness receive educational services for which they are   

eligible, including Head Start, Even Start, and preschool programs administered by the district; and 

referrals to health, mental health, dental, and other appropriate services.  

□ Parents or guardians of students experiencing homelessness are informed of educational and related 

opportunities available to their children and are provided with meaningful opportunities to participate in 

the education of their children. 

□ Enrollment disputes are mediated in accordance with the Enrollment Disputes section of the McKinney-

Vento Act. 

□ Parents, guardians and unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness are fully informed of all 

transportation services provided under the McKinney-Vento Act, including transportation to the school of 

origin, and are assisted in accessing these services. 

 

■    District must educate school personnel, service providers, and advocates who work with families in homeless 

situations about the duties of the local homeless education liaison. 

 

■    Building liaison must: 

 

□ Assist homeless children and youth who do not have immunizations or immunization or medical records 

to obtain necessary immunizations or immunization or medical records. 

□ Help unaccompanied youth choose and enroll in a school, after considering the youths’ wishes, and 

provide youth with notice of their right to appeal an enrollment decision that is contrary to their wishes. 

□ Ensure that unaccompanied youth are enrolled in school immediately pending the resolution of any 

dispute that may arise over school enrollment or placement. 

□ Collaborate and coordinate with District Homeless liaison for the provision of education and related 

services to children and youth in homeless situations. 

Homeless Education Overview 
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McKinney Vento Homeless Assistance Act 

District Educational Requirements 

 

 Designate an appropriate staff person as a local education agency liaison for homeless children and 

youth.  The liaison may also be a coordinator for other state or federal programs. 

 

 Continue the homeless child in his/her school of origin for the duration of homelessness or enroll 

the student in a public school in the attendance area in which the student is living while homeless 

according to the best interest of the student. 

 

 In determining “best interest” consider the following: 

• Keep the student in the school of origin unless parent or guardian wishes otherwise 

 

• Provide the parent/guardian or unaccompanied youth with a written explanation if the student is 

assigned to a school other than the one requested; include information on the right to appeal the 

decision 

 

• In the case of unaccompanied youth, the LEA liaison must assist in placement and enrollment 

decisions 

 

 Immediately enroll the homeless student even if standard documents are missing (i.e., academic 

records, medical records, proof of residency). 

 

 Contact the school last attended by the homeless student to obtain academic and other records. 

• LEA liaison must assist in obtaining necessary immunization or medical records if needed. 

 

• Keep records of homeless children readily available so the information can be transferred to a 

new school when needed. 

 

 Resolve enrollment disputes including the following procedures: 

• Immediately enroll the student in the preferred school until the dispute is settled 

 

• Provide a written explanation of LEA decision to parent or guardian; include rights to 

appeal the decision 

 

• Designate LEA liaison to carry out dispute resolution expeditiously 

 

• Liaison must ensure that homeless, unaccompanied youth be immediately enrolled 

 

 Provide to homeless students services that are comparable to those offered to non-homeless students 

in the selected school, including: 

(1) Transportation 

(2) Title I services and other educational services for which the student is eligible 

Vocational and technical education 

(3) Gifted and talented program School nutrition program 
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District Liaison Duties 

 

 
The designated liaison shall ensure that: 

 Homeless children and youth are identified 

 Homeless children and youth are enrolled in and have an opportunity to succeed in school 

 Homeless families and students receive educational services for which they are eligible 

 Parents or guardians of homeless students are provided meaningful opportunities to 

participate in the education of their children 

 Public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youth is disseminated 

 Enrollment disputes are mediated 

 Parent or guardian of a homeless student is fully informed of transportation 

services 

 Liaisons collaborate with state coordinators and community and school personnel that 

provide educational and other services to homeless children and youth 

 

LEAs must share information about the duties of the LEA liaison with school personnel, service 

providers and advocates. 
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BOARD POLICIES 

 

8045  Homeless Children 

The board is committed to identifying homeless children and youth.  The superintendent shall develop 

guidelines and procedures for identifying homeless children within the district. 

Such children shall be provided with educational services to meet their needs as determined and directed 

by thessuperintendent. Current board policies, district practices, fees and charges which may act as barriers and 

prevent homeless children from enrolling in school and/or acquiring an appropriate education shall be waived by 

the superintendent. 

The Board is committed to identifying homeless children and youth.  The Superintendent shall develop 

guidelines and procedures for identifying homeless children within the District and will produce written 

guidelines for distribution to each school that explains the rights of  homeless students and the responsibilities of 

the schools to meet their needs and eliminate barriers to school attendance.  This information shall also be 

disseminated in writing and by other means designed to raise awareness of these rights and responsibilities to 

staff, homeless families and students, the public, and homeless service providers. 

Such children shall be provided with educational services to meet their needs as determined and directed 

by the Superintendent.  Regulations/Guidelines will be developed that implement the requirements of the No 

Child Left Behind Act. 

The Superintendent shall waive fees and charges that may act as barriers and prevent homeless children 

from enrolling in school and/or acquiring an appropriate education. 

If a parent/guardian is dissatisfied with a placement decision under this statute, the state recommended 

dispute resolution procedures shall be followed. 

Approved:  August 18, 1997 

Revised:  June 18, 2012 

LEGAL REF:  42 USCA §11433 (McKinney Homeless Assistance Act); 20 USCA § 6311 (No 

Child Left Behind Act) 

LEGAL REF:  McKinney Homeless Education Act of 1988 as amended 
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8045-R  Homeless Children 

The District will emphasize the rights of homeless students to: 

1.  Equal access to all educational programs and services including transportation, 

2.  Continue to attend school in their school of origin for the duration of homelessness, 

3.  Attend regular public school with non-homeless students, and 

4.  Continue to receive all services for which they are eligible. 

Dispute Resolution Procedure 

The Michigan Department of Education, Homeless Education Office, has adopted a complaint resolution 

process. In a case where a dispute occurs regarding the education of a homeless child or youth, the following 

process may be used: 

1.  Local Level: Every effort must be made to resolve the complaint or dispute at the local level before 

it is brought to the Michigan Department of Education (MDE). 

o       If a question concerning the education of the homeless child arises, the first person to 

contact in the school District is the homeless liaison. The following steps are suggested: 

  The homeless liaison should discuss the complaint with the complainant and the 

complainant is to be provided copies of the policies that the local Board of Education has 

adopted concerning the education of homeless children and youth. 

  A determination is to be made as to whether the requested services for the homeless student 

are consistent with local school Board policy. 

  If the complaint is not resolved, the complainant will be advised to present it in writing to 

the homeless liaison. 

  A written proposed resolution of the complaint or plan of action is to be provided to the 

complainant within five working (5) days of the date of receipt of the written complaint. 

o       If the complaint is not resolved at this level within five working (5) days, it may be taken to 

the Superintendent of the District the student is attending or wishes to attend. 

In addition to presenting the written complaint, an appointment will be made for the complainant 

to meet with the Superintendent to discuss the compliant. At the end of the discussion with the 

Superintendent, a written resolution will be provided within five (5) working days of the date of 

the discussion. 

o       If the complaint is still not resolved, it may be possible to appeal to the local Board of 

Education. 

2.  State Level: If the complaint is not resolved in a satisfactory manner at the local level, the 

complaint may be directed to MDE. Complaints made under this process must be made in writing and 

signed by the complainant. The following steps are to be taken: 
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o  Address the complaint to the Michigan Department of Education, State Homeless Coordinator, 

P.O. Box 30008, Lansing, MI  48909. 

o  Include in the complaint: 

  A description of the situation that prompted the complaint. 

  The name(s) and age(s) of the child or children involved. 

  The name(s) of the involved school District personnel and the school District or Districts 

involved. 

  A description of the attempts that were made to solve the issue at the local level including 

copies of any documentation used up to that point. 

o       The State Homeless Coordinator will gather needed information from statements of the 

parties involved and will forward the information to the Director of the Office of School 

Improvement along with a recommendation for resolution or for further investigation. 

o       Within thirty (30) working days after receiving the complaint, the Director of the Office of 

School Improvement will recommend a resolution and will inform interested parties in writing of 

the decision. 

o If a complainant or one of the parties involved in the complaint disagrees with the decision, that 

party may, within ten (10) working days, appeal to the Deputy Superintendent. This appeal must 

be in writing and state why the party disagrees with the decision of the Director of the Office of 

School Improvement. 

o Within thirty (30) days after receiving an appeal, the Deputy Superintendent will render a final 

administrative decision and notify the complainant and the school District(s) involved in writing. 

If the party disagrees with the decision of the Deputy Superintendent in a matter concerning homeless 

children or youth, the party may request a review of the decision by the United States Secretary of Education in 

accordance with 34 CFR Part 299.11. 

While the dispute is being resolved, the child or children in question must be enrolled in school. If the 

dispute is concerning the school of “best interest”, the child or children must be enrolled in the school preferred 

by the parent(s)/guardian(s) or unaccompanied youth unless previous arrangements have been implemented. 

Adopted:  June 18, 2012 
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Homeless Students Due Process and Procedural Safeguards* 

 

 The McKinney-Vento Homeless Education Program and board policy ensure the educational 

rights of homeless students.  The district emphasizes the rights of homeless students to equal access to 

all educational programs and services for which they are eligible including transportation.  Finally, the 

district assures that homeless students attend school in their district of origin with non-homeless 

students for the duration of the homelessness. 

 

 For further clarification or information contact: 

    Adam Spina 

    Superintendent 

    517-655-4361 

 

  

 

*This information must be included in all building student handbooks. 
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Determining McKinney-Vento Eligibility of Unaccompanied Youth 

 
1.  Is the student residing with someone who is not his/her parent or court appointed guardian?  

 

If yes, continue to the next question. If no, the student may be homeless, but is not unaccompanied.  

 

2.  Does the student meet the definition of homeless under McKinney-Vento?  

 

These are sample questions that can be asked to determine McKinney-Vento eligibility. Reminder: 

homeless is defined as “lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence.”  

• Why is the student living with someone who is not his/her parent/guardian?  

• Is the student placed in this residence as a temporary plan for housing because the entire 

family became homeless?  

• Did the student leave home because of severe family conflict?  

• How long can the student continue living where he or she is?  

• Does the student have his or her own space/bedroom in the residence?  

• Does the student have adequate privacy?  

• Can the student come and go as needed?  

• Where would the student live if not able to live there?  

• What are the expectations of the student while staying there?  

 

A student who is considered homeless (lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence) and 

unaccompanied (not in the physical custody of a parent or guardian) can be registered as an unaccompanied 

homeless youth under the McKinney-Vento Act.  

 

A student who is not homeless, even though residing with a person other than the parent or court-appointed 

guardian, does not qualify as an unaccompanied homeless youth under the McKinney-Vento Act. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Based on a flowchart provided by Virginia Beach Public Schools 

 

 

 
9-A-2 | NCHE Homeless Liaison Toolkit: Appendix 9. An Unaccompanied Youth Eligibility Flowchart  
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Needs Assessment Worksheet and Summary 

Needs Assessment Worksheet 
 

Issue Guiding Questions Status/Comments 
 
 
 

Awareness 

• What is the level of awareness/education of LEA program 
administrators and school personnel regarding the statutory 
requirements of McKinney-Vento and Title IA legislation relative to 
the education of homeless children and youth? 

• What is the level of awareness/education in other community 
agencies and networks, such as homeless coalitions, shelter providers, 
and other service providers? 

• Are homeless education posters displayed in each school in the 
community? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Policies/ 
Procedures 

• How often do you review/revise district policies, regulations, and 
practices that might be barriers to the school enrollment, attendance, 
and success of homeless students? 

• What kinds of outreach efforts are in place and by whom to target the 
identification of homeless children and youth in your community? 

• Does the LEA obtain data on homeless students from shelters? 

• How are homeless families informed, in a language they understand, 
of the educational rights of their children regarding enrollment, 
transportation, etc.? Is information posted in places they are likely to 
see? 

• Are shelter personnel and other service providers aware of the 
district’s obligation to provide transportation to the school of origin? 

• How do you support homeless students’ right to attend the school of 
origin when doing so is in their best interest? 

• What kinds of parent involvement activities and initiatives are 
implemented district-wide? Are supports provided to encourage and 
assist homeless families in being involved? 

• What issues/barriers are addressed consistently in calls received by 
the local liaison requesting information or technical assistance? 

• Do you provide basic services and supports, such as school supplies, 
fee waivers, and transportation, as needed? 

• Does the district have a written dispute resolution policy? Are parents 
provided with a copy when disputes arise? 

 

 
 
 

Identification/ 
Enrollment/ 

Access 

• How many homeless children and youth have been identified as 
homeless in your district? 

• How many homeless unaccompanied youth have been identified? 

• How many homeless preschool-age children have been identified? 
(birth-3 and 4-5)? 

• How many homeless migrant homeless students have been 
identified? 

• How many homeless children awaiting foster care placement have 
been identified? 

• Do you enroll homeless students immediately? 
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Identification/ 

Enrollment/ 
Access 

(continued) 

• Do you identify and remove barriers to school enrollment and success 
for homeless students? Are barriers specific to homeless 
unaccompanied youth eliminated? 

• How many homeless shelters are in your district? 

• How many school-aged children reside in homeless shelters in your 
district? 

• How many students are doubled-up with friends or family due to lack 
of housing? 

• How many homeless students are in other kinds of living situations? 

• How many homeless students have moved within the district, or from 
outside the district in the past school year? 

• Do you consider data relative to poverty, unemployment, 
foreclosures, and other economic trends in your community when 
assessing the accuracy of your numbers of homeless students 
identified and served? 

• Is it likely that there are homeless children and youth in the 
community who have not been identified and are not attending 
school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Success 

• Is the number of homeless students included in testing increasing 
each year? 

• What percentage of identified homeless students in your district are 
grade-level proficient in reading and math? 

• Is the academic proficiency of homeless students increasing in your 
district? 

• Does analysis of proficiency data factor in length of time enrolled in 
the school where tested? 

• Does the reporting process recognize discrepancies in data as 
students move from school to school or from district to district? 

• What other indicators, in addition to academic achievement scores, 
do you monitor? (e.g. attendance, grade-level promotion/retention, 
graduation rates, disciplinary referrals, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Collaboration – 

Internal 

• What is the frequency of communication between the local liaison 
and Title IA program leaders in your district? 

• What kinds of decisions are made jointly between homeless 
education and Title IA? 

• How does your Title IA plan address the needs of homeless students? 

• How do homeless education and Title IA collaborate to address the 
needs of homeless unaccompanied youth? Homeless preschoolers 
(Birth-3 and 4-5)? Homeless migrant students? Homeless students 
awaiting foster care? 

• Are the reservation of Title IA funds, the amount, and the use 
determined jointly between Title IA and the local liaison? 

• Is a description of the Title IA reservation, and how the funds are 
used, included in your Consolidated Plan submitted to the state? 

• Is a description of the Title IA reservation included in your McKinney- 
Vento sub grant program description? 

• How many homeless students are participating in Title IA programs? 
(School wide? Targeted Assistance? Other?) 

• What is the level of coordination with other program personnel 
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 (transportation, nutrition, counseling, drop-out/truancy, special 
education) 

• How many homeless students are receiving special education 
services? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collaboration - 
External 

• What is the frequency of communication between the local liaison 
and community agencies that serve homeless families? 

• What community agencies are active in the provision of services to 
homeless children, youth, and families in your community? 

• Do LEA staff members participate in collaboration with Head Start, 
Runaway and Homeless Youth Act programs, HUD, etc.? 

• What community agencies collaborate with the LEA on data 
collection? 

• Are community agencies working with homeless families aware of the 
statutory requirements of McKinney-Vento and Title IA legislation? 

• What specific projects/initiatives are underway as a result of 
collaboration within the community network? 

• How would you assess the overall quality and effectiveness of 
community collaboration? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resources/ 
Capacity 

• What resources are available to meet the unique needs of your 
homeless students? 

• Does your district receive a McKinney-Vento sub grant? If so, 
what supplemental services are provided with those funds? 

• If your district does not receive a McKinney-Vento sub grant, 
what supplemental services are provided and how are they 
funded? 

• What amount of Title IA funds is reserved to meet the needs of 
homeless students in your district? 

• How are these funds used? 

• What happens with Title IA funds that are unspent at the end of the 
fiscal year? 

• How are pupil transportation services provided by the district for 
homeless children and youth? 

• Are public transportation options provided by the district when 
needed? 

• What other LEA supports are available? 

 

 

 

Additional 
Questions for 

Charter Schools 
(if applicable) 

• How many homeless students are attending your charter school? 

• How are services provided to homeless students in your charter 
school? 

• Are you receiving McKinney-Vento sub grant or Title IA funds? 

• Is technical assistance being provided to charter school personnel 
regarding the educational rights of, and provision of services for, 
homeless children and youth? How and by whom? 

• How are you ensuring that school administrators and staff are 
providing services and supports in compliance with the McKinney- 
Vento Act? 
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Needs Assessment Summary 
 

 
Complete each section below based on the results of the Needs Assessment Worksheet. 

 
1 =  Many areas of concern; several compliance issues; technical assistance is needed 
2 = Implementation is minimally adequate; systems, tools, and mechanisms are needed to strengthen 

implementation; technical assistance is needed 
3 = Implementation is adequate; procedures are in place but could be improved 
4 = Program is strong and robust, with model systems, tools and mechanisms in place 

 
Awareness (circle one): 1   2   3  4 

Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 

 
Policies/Procedures (circle one): 1   2   3  4 

Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 

 
Identification/Enrollment/Access (circle one):    1   2   3  4 

Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 
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Student Success (circle one): 1   2   3  4 

Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 

 
Collaboration - Internal (circle one): 1   2   3  4 

Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 

 
Collaboration - External (circle one): 1   2   3  4 

Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 

 
Resources/Capacity (circle one): 1   2   3  4 

Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 
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1. Based on the summary scores above, list in order of priority the areas needing improvement: 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What strengths exist to assist in addressing these areas of concern? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What general strategies will you use to address these priorities? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. In what areas do you anticipate needing additional resources and/or technical assistance? 
 
 
 
 
 

5.   What process will you use to generate an action plan to address your most pressing 

issues? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For the full document, see Educating Homeless Children and Youth: Conducting Needs Assessments 
and Evaluating Services - A Guide for SEAs, LEAs, and Local Schools 
http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/na_eval.php 

 
 

 

  

Guidance/Monitoring (circle one):    1   2   3   4 
Most Important Challenges: 

Further Data Needed: 

Further Action Needed: 

http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/na_eval.php
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PROOF OF RESIDENCY AFFIDAVIT 
Williamston Community Schools 

 form updated: 2/17/2016 

Student's resident address: 
Name of student(s): 
(One form per family… 
please list all students) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Last                          First                       M.I.        Date of Birth:  Month /Day /Year 

Resident address: 
 

Street:                                                                                Apt./Lot #:         

City: 

Zip: 

Please list your resident school district:                                                             Resident county: 

Please list the county of your resident school district: 

We currently live in (please check one): 

 Our own home 

 TEMPORARILY with more than one family in a 
house, mobile home, or apartment because the 
family cannot have a home of their own 

 New foster care placement with a relative (placed at 
current home within the last 6 months) 

 New foster care placement with a non-relative 
(placed at current home within the last 6 months) 

 A shelter – Name of shelter:    

 A hotel/motel 

 A car 

 A campsite 

 Other location not appropriate for living (e.g. abandoned 
building) 

If you checked any box other than Our Own Home, please fill 
out the additional information on the back of this sheet. 

By signing below you indicate that you have read and understand this document.* 

Signature of Parent/Guardian whose name is listed on bill/receipt:      

Date:                           Printed name of parent/guardian: 

 

Complete this section only if bill/receipt is not in parent/guardian’s name:   
 
I certify that the above student resides with me at (address) ______________________________________________ 
 
in the __________________________ School District, and I agree to provide a copy of proof of this address. 
 
Signature: _____________________________________________      Date:    __________________________ 
 
Printed name: _____________________________________________      Relationship:  _____________________ 

Verification of the resident address may be made with any one of the following, which must be current and include the address.  The dollar 
amount of the receipt may be eliminated from the copy.  (Please check one): 
        
__ mortgage payment  __ property tax receipt  __ rent receipt      __ utility bill (water, electric, land-line telephone)               
 
*Should the district learn that this is not the residence; the student may be excluded immediately from the district.                        
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Please list the reason you are not currently living in your own home, this will help determine if additional services are available for your student: 
 

 Cannot afford our own housing 

 Eviction / foreclosure 

 Fire 

 Living with friends or relatives, by choice, not necessity 

 Loss of job 

 Loss of housing due to economic issues 

 Parent/Guardian is deployed 

 Providing care for a family member 

 Temporarily waiting/looking for a new house or apartment, are able to move once we find one 

 We are in our own home 
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SAMPLE RESIDENCY INFORMATION FORM 

 
This questionnaire is in compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act, U.S.C. 42 § 11431 et seq.  Your answers will help 
determine if the student meets eligibility requirements for services under the McKinney-Vento Act.   
 

Student ____________________________ Parent/Guardian __________________________ 

School _________________________ Phone/Pager _____________________________   

Age _____ Grade _____  D.O.B. __________ 

Address __________________________________________________________ City _______________  

Zip Code _______________  Is this address Temporary or Permanent? (circle one) 

 
Please choose which of the following situations the student currently resides in (you can choose more than one): 
_____ House or apartment with parent or guardian  
_____ Motel, car, or campsite  
_____ Shelter or other temporary housing 
_____ With friends or family members (other than or in addition to parent/guardian) 
 
If you are living in shared housing, please check all of the following reasons that apply:   
_____ Loss of housing 
_____ Economic situation 
_____ Temporarily waiting for house or apartment 
_____ Provide care for a family member 
_____ Living with boyfriend/girlfriend  
_____ Loss of employment 
_____ Parent/Guardian is deployed  
_____ Other (Please explain) 
 
Are you a student under the age of 18 and living apart from your parents or guardians?   Yes  No 

 
Residency and Educational Rights 

 
Students without fixed, regular, and adequate living situations have the following rights: 
 

1) Immediate enrollment in the school they last attended or the local school where they are currently staying 
even if they do not have all of the documents normally required at the time of enrollment without fear of 
being separated or treated differently due to their housing situations; 

2) Transportation to the school of origin for the regular school day; 
3) Access to free meals, Title I and other educational programs, and transportation to extra-curricular 

activities to the same extent that it is offered to other students.   
 

Any questions about these rights can be directed to the local McKinney-Vento Liaison at [Insert phone number] or 
the State Coordinator at [Insert phone number]. 
 
By signing below, I acknowledge that I have received and understand the above rights.   
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian/Unattached Youth     Date 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of McKinney-Vento Liaison       Date  
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School Selection  Checklist for Decision-Making 
(Adapted from the Texas Homeless Education Office) 

 

School of Origin Considerations Local Attendance Area School Considerations 

□ Continuity of Instruction 

Student is best served due to circumstances that 

look to his or her past. 
 

□ Age and Grade Placement of the Student 

Maintaining friends and contacts with peers is 

critical to the student’s meaningful school 

experience and participation. The student has 

been in this environment for an extended period 

of time. 
 

□ Academic Strength 

The child’s academic performance is weak and 

the child would fall further behind if he/she 

transferred to another school. 
 

□ Social and Emotional State 

The child is suffering from the effects of 

mobility, has developed strong ties to the 

current school, and does not want to leave. 
 

□ Distance of the Commute and Its Impact The 

advantages of remaining in the school of 

origin outweigh any potential disadvantages 

presented by the length of the commute. 
 

□ Personal Safety of the Student 

The school of origin has advantages for the 

safety of the student. 
 

□ Student’s Need for Special Instruction 

The student’s need for special instruction, such 

as Section 504 or special education and related 

services, can be better met at the school of 

origin. 
 

□ Length of Anticipated Stay 

The student’s current living situation is outside of 

the school of origin’s attendance zone, but the 

living situation continues to be uncertain. The 

student will benefit from the continuity offered by 

remaining in the school of origin. 

□ Continuity of Instruction 

Student is best served due to circumstances that 

look to his or her future. 
 

□ Age and Grade Placement of the Student 

Maintaining friends and contacts with peers in 

the school of origin is not particularly critical to 

the student’s meaningful school experience and 

participation. The student has attended the 

school of origin for only a brief time. 
 

□ Academic Strength 

The child’s academic performance is strong and 

at grade level; the child would likely recover 

academically from a school transfer. 
 

□ Social and Emotional State 

The child seems to be coping adequately with 

mobility, does not feel strong ties to the current 

school, and does not mind transferring. 
 

□ Distance of the Commute and Its Impact 

A shorter commute may help the student’s 

concentration, attitude, or readiness for school. 

The local attendance area school can meet all of 

the necessary educational and special needs of 

the student. 
 

□ Personal Safety of the Student 

The local attendance area school has 

advantages for the safety of the student. 
 

□ Student’s Need for Special Instruction 

The student’s need for special instruction, such 

as Section 504 or special education and related 

services, can be met at the local attendance area 

school. 
 

□ Length of Anticipated Stay 

The student’s current living situation appears 

stable and unlikely to change suddenly; the 

student will benefit from the developing 

relationships with peers in school who live in 

the local community. 
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National Center for Homeless Education  https://nche.ed.gov/ 800-308-2145 

Flowchart for McKinney-Vento Eligibility Determinations 

This flowchart is meant to aid you in making decisions about a student’s eligibility as homeless under the 
McKinney-Vento Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), but it may not capture every housing situation. For the complete 
definition of homeless, visit https://nche.ed.gov/mckinney-vento-definition/. For more information on making 
determinations, see the related issue brief from the National Center for Homeless Education at 
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/det_elig.pdf. 

 

 

Mutual 
decision made 
to live together 

for mutual 
benefit 

Due to loss of 
housing, 

economic 
hardship, or a 
similar reason 

DOUBLED UP 

Missing one or 
more of the 

following traits: 
fixed, regular, 
and adequate 

 

Fixed, regular, 
and adequate; 

Living in the 
same place 

each night in a 
safe and 

sufficient space 

 

NIGHTTIME RESIDENCE 

Due to family 
choice; e.g., when 

a permanently 
housed parent 

accepts a new job 
and the family 

stays temporarily 
in a hotel, RV, etc. 
until they obtain 
new, permanent 

housing 

Due to lack of 
adequate 

alternative 
accommodations 

HOTELS, MOTELS, TRAILER PARKS, 
CAMPGROUNDS 

H
O

M
EL

ES
S 

N
O

T H
O

M
ELESS 

https://nche.ed.gov/
https://nche.ed.gov/mckinney-vento-definition/
https://nche.ed.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/det_elig.pdf


National Center for Homeless Education  https://nche.ed.gov/ 800-308-2145 

 

H
O

M
EL

ES
S 

N
O

T H
O

M
ELESS 

A place not meant for 
people to live; e.g., porch, 
barn, storage unit, streets, 

car, etc. 

HOUSING TYPE 

Substandard housing; e.g., 
unsafe, not up to code, etc. 
(Contact district liaison for 

guidance) 

 

SITUATIONS BELOW PERTAIN TO UNACCOMPANIED YOUTH, I.E., 
YOUTH NOT IN THE PHYSICAL CUSTODY OF A PARENT OR GUARDIAN 

Family lost housing; unable to stay 
together in same place; placed child 

temporarily with someone else 

Child or youth lives apart from 
parent/guardian due to domestic 

violence or family conflict; housing 
is not fixed, regular, adequate 

Parent has a work 
conflict & made 

arrangements for 
child to stay with 

others 

Parent abandoned 
child; did not 

make long-term 
child care 

arrangements 

Incarcerated or 
hospitalized parent 

did not make 
arrangements for 

child’s care 

Incarcerated or 
hospitalized parent 
arranged for child 

to stay with 
caregiver 

https://nche.ed.gov/

