
PREPARING YOUR STUDENTS FOR SBA Elementary



ABOUT THE TESTS

SBAC or SBA testing 

 English Language Arts test includes two parts. The CAT (or paper/pencil test) 
and the PT. 

Math also includes two parts. The CAT and PT. 

 Therefore each student needs a minimum of 4 times in the lab to complete 
the SBA tests. 

 There’s also an in-class activity before each PT.



GENERAL THOUGHTS

Give students the gift of familiarity

Engage in technology-rich instruction

View as a long term process

Send students positive vibes



MOST IMPORTANTLY

Have you truly made the shift to the new standards?



ABOUT THE ELA

The ELA tests cover reading, writing, and listening standards. 

The CAT includes questions in all three areas. Listening is integrated into the online test

The CAT has a variety of question types

The brief writes in the CAT build upon a stimulus 

The Performance task measures research and has a full write task. 

Full Writes require students to use source material and complete the entire writing process 



SOME SHIFTS IN CCSS ASSESSMENT: ELA

*More focus on complex text (literary and informational text)

*Emphasis on careful reading and analysis with evidence to 
support 

*Vocabulary focuses on context rather than prior knowledge

*Writing to sources instead of de-contextualized prompts

*Integrated Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing



COMPLEX TEXT EXAMPLE

Source: achievethecore.org



VOCABULARY AND TEXTUAL EVIDENCE

Source: achievethecore.org practice test



ANALYSIS VS RECALL

Source: achievethecore.org



USE OF TEXTUAL EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT 
ANALYSIS

In the novel, the narrator say’s 

about Jack’s mother, “She doesn’t 

like this place.”

A traditional question might have 

asked, “Which character in the story 

does not like the swamp?

Source: achievethecore.org



BRIEF WRITES-BUILD ON STIMULUS

Smarter Balanced Practice Test, 

grade 5



FULL WRITE EXAMPLE-6TH GRADE

Traditional Writing Prompt--

Some students have suggested that a student gardening program should be started at your 
school. You are working on the school newsletter, and your assignment is to write an article 
about whether or not your school should start a student garden. Make sure to give reasons for 
your ideas. 

New Writing Prompt--

Some students have suggested that a student gardening program should be started at your 
school. You are working on the school newsletter, and your assignment is to write an 
argumentative article for the newsletter on this topic. In your article, you will take a side about 
whether or not your school should start a student garden. Support your position with 
information from the sources you have examined. The audience for your article will be the 
teachers and students at your school. 

Students will have to read 2-3 sources before writing this argumentative piece. There are two 
articles titled “Growing Our Own Student Lunch” and “Make your Own Dirt” and a video 
titled “Community Gardens: Typical Costs” with this sample. Source: SBA Sample Item



ABOUT THE MATH

In the Math CAT, there are a variety of question types

4 claims are measured: Concepts and Procedures, Problem Solving, Modeling and 
Data Analysis, Communicating and Reasoning

Mathematical Practices integrated and certain targets have to be met.

PT is designed to be scenario based problem solving that required student-initiated 
planning and management. 

Source: achievethecore.org

Smarter 

Practice 

grade 4



SHIFTS IN CCSS ASSESSMENTS-MATH

*Assess fewer topics at a deeper level, with more score points 
coming from major focus areas.

*Balance between procedural skill and fluency, conceptual 
understanding, and application

*Authentic real-world application and non-routine problems



FOCUS AND RIGOR
Traditional Approach

(Grade 1)

CCSS-Aligned Approach

(1.MD.C.4)

Source: achievethecore.org

Smarter 

Practice 4 

grade



AUTHENTIC VS ROUTINE

Source: achievethecore.org



BALANCE OF THREE COMPONENTS



THE WHOLE PICTURE



RESOURCES TO PREPARE

Digital Library

Training Test
 Bands 3-5 and 6-8, short, need teach to walk through with students and point out how things work

 Worth doing even with students who did it last year.

Practice Test
 Full length, grade specific, no results reported, content examples as well as how to approach.

Interim Assessments
 Actual formative assessments, give results, must get system set up for these. 

Practice test, grade 6



ASSESSMENT PORTAL

On desktop…use link on Home page to access practice and training tests right now. 

Later, you will come back and use this portal to administer the tests as well.


