


Welcome and
Introductions

Jacqueline Parks, WCS Building Principal

Greg Marino, Williston Lead Principal

W(CS School Counselors

Chris Ford:

Danielle Morin:

Kim Odachowski:
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Adolescent Changes

“Young people undergo more
rapid and profound personal
changes during the years
between 10 and 15 than at
any other period of their
lives." National Middle
School Association (NMSA)
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The brain is under construction
until the mid 20’s.

The parts that control impulses
and plan ahead mature last.
The brain connections
involving emotional responses
are changing throughout the
teenage years.

Sleep deprivation increases
impulsive behaviors.

Belonging to a group and
fitting in is becoming most
important


https://pxhere.com/en/photo/1440817

Executive

Functioning

Definition:

% The brain-based skills that are required for humans to
execute, or perform tasks

Biology and experience play a role in EF development
Practice is important to develop EF skills

These skills are a focus of our middle level program
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Response inhibition
Working memory
Emotional control
Sustained attention
Task initiation
Planning & organizing
Time management
Goal-directed
Flexibility

Metacognition
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Middle
School
Organization

2-YEAR TEAMS

Clover House 5th/6th
Sterling House 5th/6th
Harbor House 7th/8th
Summit House 7th/8th
4-YEAR TEAM

Swift House 5th-8th

(5/6 & 7/8 groupings)



What'’s Different in
Middle School?

Academic expectations
increase

Independence is the goal

Teachers teach up to 90
students (across 4 teachers) vs
20 so the amount of teacher
contact will feel different

Teams use advisory meetings
with community building
circles instead of morning
meetings
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Student
Groupings
Within
Classes







STUDENT
CLUBS

. under WS Extra Curricular Activities on the website

*Needlepoint Club
*Lego Robotics Club
*MathCounts

*Card Club

*Gay Straight Alliance (GSA)
*Side By Side
*Penguin Plunge
*Unified Sports

*CY LEAD

*Garden Club

*And More

Thursdays, after school social opportunities embedded
in age-appropriate fun learning activities (e.g. cooking,
legos, D & D, Needle felting, Outdoor games, Backstage
Technology


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QJRgEUJpvKhjgS1apdR7VFpjGSwuiw50YVgAaHXzPls/edit
https://sites.google.com/cvsdvt.org/designandtechnologyenrichment/spark

Teaching
Staff &
Philosophy

We hire teachers with middle level
training and certification

Most teachers have certification in
at least two content areas of
instruction

All teachers take a role in teaching
and supporting literacy

Teams use common assessments to
ensure consistent curriculum across
teams

All teams use the same curriculum
which is based on the Common
Core and the common CVSD
Learning Targets



Curriculum e All teams use the same

Information curriculum which is based
on the Common Core and
the common CVSD
Learning Targets

e JumpRope houses student
grades and scores

® T[rimester vs Semester

reporting system
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Assessment Information

e The assessment platform, JumpRope, is used for
report cards and reports go out 3 times per year

® Learning habits & academics are assessed
separately.

e All grades are scored on a 1-4 proficiency scale.



The Transferable Skills

*Clear & Effective
Communication

*Responsible & Involved
Citizenship

*Informed & Integrative
Thinking

*Self-Direction
*Creative & Practical
Problem Solving
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Supporting
Your
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Time for Q & A, followed by:
Woalking Tour of the teams that have 5th
Graderes
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