
Wit & Wisdom 
Implementation and Pilot 

Update: 10/23/24



Wit & Wisdom enhances current programming
Content-Themed Comprehension: Focus on vocabulary, content 
knowledge, and oral language development (Wit & Wisdom)

Explicit Phonics Instruction
(Fundations)

Explicit Phonemic Awareness 
Instruction (Heggerty)

Content-Aligned Writing
(Wit & Wisdom)



Wit & Wisdom Pilot
2 schools, 20 classrooms

● Dunbar Hill and West Woods: Feb-June
● K-3 in each school, including a lower grades IIC at West Woods
● All materials and PD were provided at no cost to the district
● Each class is on track to complete module 1

Professional Development

● Pilot teachers, all elementary literacy specialists, pilot principals, Director of ELA 
and Assistant Superintendent of Elementary facilitated in-person and virtual 
training

Additional Considerations

● State ARPA Right to Read grant allocations to support the purchase of programs 
and related professional development (limited funding)

● Director of ELA and Assistant Superintendent visited pilot schools weekly to 
observe implementation and elicit feedback from teachers, specialists, and 
principals



Professional Learning, Fall 2024  
● 8/20: Kick-off day with all K-3 and pilot teachers, including 

resource and IIC teachers

● 8/29: Book organization and distribution with literacy 

specialists

● 9/12: Department time: Buddy schools module 0 planning

● 9/16 (week of): Classroom check-ins at all 8 schools

● 9/18:  PD day: Buddy school classroom visits, Instructional 

Engagement Strategies

● 10/7 (week of): Classroom check-ins at all 8 schools

● 10/30: Literacy specialist school visit day to Shelton

*Buddy school learning communities 

*Ongoing leader, literacy specialist webinar professional 

development opportunities with Wit & Wisdom Success Leads

*Classroom check-ins will continue monthly throughout the year



Module 0: Establishing Habits and Routine

K-2nd 3rd-5th
6th







Module 1

K 1st 2nd 3rd

The 5 Senses Seasons of 
Change

The SeaA World of 
Books



Module 1 in Action: Kindergarten



Module 1 in Action: 1st Grade



Module 1 in Action: 2nd Grade



Module 1 in Action: 3rd Grade



Module 1: 4th-6th Grade Pilot

4th 5th 6th

A Great Heart

Cultures in 
Conflict

Resilience in 
the Great 

Depression 



Module 1 in Action: 4th-6th Grade Pilot



Next Steps

● Buddy school learning communities 

● Ongoing leader, literacy specialist webinar professional development opportunities with 

Wit & Wisdom Success Leads

● Classroom check-ins will continue monthly throughout the year

● Continue to monitor pilot implementation through observations and teacher/leader 

feedback


