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April 2024

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN EDUCATION
Washington, D.C. 20240

DATE Apnl 11, 2024

TO: Johnson-O'Malley (JOM) Contractors

FROM: Spike Bighom, Program Manager, Cffice of Soversignty in Indian Education
RE: Additional clarification of JOM student eligibility regulations

To assist JOM confractors in preparation of their SY 2023-2024 JOM Student Count
Reports, and Student Count Reporis for subsequent school years, this emall darifies BIE's
interpretation of who is an eligible Indian student for benefits provided by the Johnson
O'Malley Act. 25 CFR 273.112 provides, in part, that an Indian student is eligible for JOM
benefits if either (1) at least one-fourth degree Indian blood descendant of a member of an
Indian Tnbe as defined in § 273.106; or (2) a member of an Indian Tribe as defined in §
273.106. As referenced in BIE's publication of the final JOM rule (85 Fed. Reg. 10938
(Feb. 25, 2020)}, BIE interprets 25 CFR. 273.112 to permit eligibility for any student who is
either (1) an enrolled member of a Federally recognized Tnbe, or (2) has a linkto a
Tribal member (through descendancy) that is within a certain proximity, meaning
the student has a least one parent or grandparent (living or deceased) who is a
member of a federally recognized Tribe. In addition, BIE interprets 25 CFR 273.112 10
also permit blood quantum calculations that include blood from different federally
recognized Tnbes to ensure an inclusive interpretation of the JOM ehgibility cnitena. (See
Comments Regarding Eligible Indian Students, One-Fourth Degree Indian Blood at 85
Fed. Reg. 10938, 10940).

The bold lettering further clarifies that a student - who 15 not a8 member of a federally
recognized Tribe or does not possess ¥4 Indian blood degree - can be determined JOM
eligible if the student is able to provide documentation of at least one parent or
grandparent (living or deceased) who is a member of a faderally recognized Tribe.
Acceptable documentation would ba a birth certificatz(s) linking the student to the parent
or grandparent who 1s a member of a federally recognized Tribe.

Please provide this memorandum to all pertinent individuals at your location. Should you
have additional questions, feel free to contact me at spike_bighom@bie. edu.

BIE Updated its new guidance on Student Eligibility for the JOM Program

(1) STUDENT ENROLLMENT
“an enrolled member of Federally recognized Tribe”

EXAMPLE: Student has documentation from Federally
recognized Tribe such as Certificate of Indian Blood
(CIB), Certificate Degree of Indian Blood (CDIB) card,
or other identification specific to respective Tribes.

(3) LINK TO A DESCENDANT

“student is able to provide documentation of at least
one parent or grandparent (living or deceased) who is
an enrolled member of a federally recognized Tribe.”

EXAMPLE: Student can provide a birth certificate(s)
linking the student to the parent or grandparent who
is a member of a federally recognized Tribe.




Johnson O’'Malley (JOM)
Student Enrollment/Certification of Eligibility

INDIAN STUDENT ENROLLMENT CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY UNDER P.1. 93.638 CRF 273.18 (K), (1)

Agencles collecting student informatien must protect the data in accordance with
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), 20 U.5.C. § 1332g, 34 CFA Part 99

LAST NAME FIRST NAME INITIAL | DATE OF BIRTH | GRADE SCHOOL

Are the student(s) listed above % or more degree Indian Blood from a federally recognized tribe?

|:|\'es D No |:| | dan't know

Are the student(s) listed above members of a federally recognized tribe?

|:|‘res I:| No I:I | don't know

Tribal Affiliation of Name of Tribe & Enrollment #

Student(s)

Parent/Legal Guardian

My signature certifies that the information given is correct and documentation is available to verify eligibility.

Print Name and Address of Parent/Legal Guardian | Signature of Parent/Legal Guardian (Signature of Student if 18 years old)

Date:

DO NOT FILL IN BELOW
(Space is reserved for the JOM Parent Indian Education Committee)

The above information has been reviewed by the JOM Parent Committee and certifies that the student(s) listed above are:
Eligible to receive JOM program services based on verified documents [ ]¥es [ Mo
Al student data is being protected IAW FERPA, 20 LLS.C. § 1232g, 34 CFR Part 55

Type/Print Mame of Indian Education Committee Member Reviewee Signature of Indian Education Committee Member

Date:

Copy must be retained by JOM applicant agency for three (3) years
ADE 31 - 305, Rev. 2/4/11

INSTRUCTIONS

Al student data must be protected In accerdance with
Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act [FERFA), 20 U.5.C_ § 1232g, 34 CFR Fart 99

To apply for an entitlement grant under Public Law 93-6328, lohnson O'Malley, CRF 25, the Indian Education program
applicant must determine the number of eligible American Indian students to be enrolled.

This form has 7 items to be completed:
Iterm 1: Parent/Legal Guardian lists all students in the family/household enrolling in the JOM program.
Itern 2: Identifies whether or not listed student(s) have at least 1/4 degree Indian blood.
Itermn 3: Identifies whether or not listed student(s) are members of a tribe.

Iterm 4: Identifies tribal affiliation and enrollment number for student(s) and Parent/Legal guardian, if
applicable.

Item 5: Parent/Legal Guardian signature certifies listed students are JOM eligible and documentation is
available to verify.

Items &-7: Reserved for the JOM Parent Indian Education Committee, who must certify with the
applicant the total number of eligible children that are qualified to participate in the JOM program.

Student Eligibility
Johnson O'Malley, CFR 25, 278.12 states students must meet the following criteria to be considered eligible for the JOM

program:

Age 3 years through grade 12
One-fourth (1/4) or more degree American Indian blood descendant® of a federally recognized tribe, or
an enrolled member** of a federally recognized tribe.

* Arlzona Dept of Education {ADE] Office of indion Education requires Certificate of indion Blood [CF) documentation to verlfy
** ADE Office of indion Edvcation reguives tribe member enroliment number ta verify

You are not required to submit this form. However, If you choose not to submit it, your child cannot be counted for
entitlernent funding under Johnson O'Malley, CFR 25.

Instructions: Copy retained by JOM applicant agency for three (3) years
ADE 31 - 305, Rev. 2/4/21



Johnson O'Malley (JOM])
Student Enrollment/Certification of Eligibility

INDIAN STUDENT ENROLLMENT CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIBILITY UNDER F.1. 95.838 CRF 273,18 (K}, (1)

S COLBEnG Skt i nration must piokast i detein eceoedane with Farmilty Educational Fights end Prieey Act (FERPS], 20 LLB.C. & 1232E, 34 CRF Pan 99

Student Information

Student Mame: Data of Birth:
Grade: School: DistrictiTriba:
Tribal Information

Affiliated Tribels)/Maticn(s)/Bandis):

Enrclled Tribe/Metion/Band:

Please provide the following Tribal Enrcllment informetion for either the Student OB Parent/Grandparent {Chack Cna):

A Tribal Enrollment (Student] |:| B. Link to Descendant |Parent/Grandparant] |:|
Student Tribal Enrollrment Mumber: Parent/Grandparent Tribal
Enrcllment Mumber:

Please provide proof of il to cartify student s eligibility under the Johnson O'Malley Program.

Eligilshiz 10 pissaiwe SO0 pragiram services on wrified desumana ALl luden dila b boisg protectad Y FERPS, 20 ULE.C. 51253y, 34 OFR Par 98

Attestation Statement

I'verify that the information provided above is true end comect to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Printed Mama of
Parent/Gusrdian:

Addrazs: City: Stata: Zip:

Phone Mumber: Email:

Signature: Diate:

INSTRUCTIONS

Al shudert datamust be prolected in accord ancs with

Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act [FERPA], 200.5.C. § 12328, 34 CFAPart 9%

To apply for an entittemeant grant undear 25 CFR Part 273, Public Laww 93-638, lohnson O'Malley (JOM) Act,
CRF 25, the JOM Indian Education program applicant must determine the number of eligibls American
Indian/Alaskan Mative students to be enrolled.

This form has three items to be completed:

- hem 1: Parent/Legal Guardian lists all information for student enrolling in the JOM program.
- Iem 2: [dentifies student anrollmentimembership through the following steps:
al Studentis a member of a tribe.

b} Tribe name and enrollmeant number for descendancy of Parent/Grandparant
[Living/Decreased).

- hem 3: Parent/Legal Guardian signature cartifies listed students are 10M eligible and
documentation is availabls to werify.

Student Eligibility

Johnson O'Malley, 258 CFR 273,112 25, 278.12 states students must meet the following criteria to be considerad
eligible for the JOM program:

- Agedyearsthrough grade 12
- 0ORanenrolled mamber*™ of 8 federally recognized tribe

- 0ORdescendsad from one parent/grandparent (living or deceased) whao is an enrolled
membsar of a faderally recognized tribe.

* Arizona Dept of Education (ADE] Office of Indian Education requires tribal enroliment documeantation to
varify (i.e. Certificate of Indian Blood {CIB), Letter of Enroliment, Tribal 1D, efc.)

**ADE Office of Indian Education requires tribe member enroliment number to verify

If you choose to submit this form, your child will be counted for entitlement funding under Johnson
O'Malley, 25 CFR, Part 273 CFR 25.



What are the changes?

Simplified and updated BIE Guidance
on Student Eligibility

One Form for each Student

Students can be enrolled with any
tribal enrollment documentation

U Certificate of Indian Blood (CIB)
Q Tribal ID

Q Letter of Enrollment
O Descendancy Letter

JOM Form 305 can be completed
digitally or print

Johnson O'Malley (JOM)

Student Enrollment/Certification of Eligibility

INDIAM STUDENT ENROLLMENT CERTIFICATION OF ELIGIEILITY INDER F:l. 83.838 CRF 27318 (K}, (1)

Bt S S LS Sy TR (TR Pt T it i efcondanos with Familky Educatnel Fights end Prressy Act (FERPA], 200UL8.C. B 12533 g 34 CRF Pan &

Student Information

Student Mamea: Drate of Birth:
Grade: School: DistrictTribe:
Tribal Information

Affiliated Tribe[s/Mationis)/Bandis]:

Enrzlled Tribe/Mation/Band:

Pleasa provide the following Trbal Enrcllment informetion for either the Student OB Parent/Grandparent (Check Cne):

A. Tribal Enrcllment (Student)

B. Link to Descendant (Parent/Grandparant]

Student Tribal Enrollment Mumber:

Parent/Grandparent Tibal
Enrollment Mumber:

Please provide proof of enrollment to certify student’s eligibility under the Johnson O Malley Program.




Establishing Descendancy

Descendancy can be established through tribal enrollment documentation from parent/grandparent to student

Examples of Tribal Enrollment Documentation: Certificate of Indian Blood (CIB), Tribal ID, Letter of Enrollment

B. Link to Descendant (Parent/Grandparent)

Parent/Grandparent Tribal
Enrollment Number:

. Enrolled
Examp!e #1: Example #2: Tribal
Parent Lineage Grandparent Lineage MeTber

Mother

<«—Enrolled Tribal Member

Grandfather Grandmother*

|

Birth Certificate

A decreased father is an
enrollment member of a

federally recognized tribe. A A living grandmother is an en'rollme.znt
: : . member of a federally recognized tribe.
child can provide a birth o , I
- Providing birth certificates of both the
certificate to show .
mother and grandchild of the enrolled
descendancy to father.

tribal member will establish descendancy



Phone

Contact Information
Office: (602) 542-2345

Mobile: (480) 200-7701

Address
1535 West Jefferson Street, Bin 14
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Email
brandon.clark@azed.gov

Website

https://www.azed.gov/oie/johnson-omalley-
jom-program
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