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Leaders
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Information taken from 10 Interesting Characteristics of a Student Leader 



“In periods where there is no 
leadership, society stands still. 

Progress occurs when courageous, 
skillful leaders seize the 

opportunity to change things for 
the better.”



Some leaders are effective, but not admirable in 
the way they go about leading. Clearly, being 

an effective leader is not enough. A leader must 
also demonstrate high morals and possess other 
revered traits. Most industries agree that there 
are a few traits that all great leaders possess.



1. They are goal-oriented.

“The very essence of leadership is that you 
have to have vision. You can’t blow an 

uncertain trumpet.” 

~ Theodore M. Hesburgh



Student leaders thirst for personal 
success. They recognize the goals 
set by the teacher, but intrinsically 

set their own goals. 



2. They are honest.

“To be persuasive we must be believable; 
to be believable we must be credible; to 

be credible we must be truthful.” 

U.S. Journalist Edward R. Murrow



The class knows the honest 
student leader will always do 

their work ethically. The honest 
student leader will not go along 
with cheating, in individual or 

group assignments.



3. They are hardworking.

“A person always doing his or her best 
becomes a natural leader, just by 

example.” 

~ Joe DiMaggio



Hardworking student 
leaders inspire their 

classmates to do 
more.



4. They serve others

Everybody can be great… because anybody can serve. You 
don’t have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have 
to make your subject and verb agree to serve. You only need 

a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.

~ Dr. Martin Luther King



Student leaders are willing to go 
out of their way to serve those in 

need.

Student leaders do not stand idly 
by but demonstrate kindness and 

selflessness.



5.  They are good listeners.

Do not listen with the intent to reply. Listen with the intent 
to understand.

~ Unknown



Student leaders listen to the 
thoughts and concerns of 
others and show genuine 

interest in what others have 
to say. 



6.  They are good communicators.

“The most important thing in communication is to hear what 
isn’t being said.”

~ Peter Drucker



Student leaders recognize 
that others may not 

perceive the world as they 
do.

They use this understanding 
as a guide in their 

communication with others.



7.  They are good decision-makers.

“The most difficult thing is the decision to act. The rest is 
merely tenacity.”

~ Amelia Earhart



Student leaders take time to 
consider the best course of 

action. 
They have a deep sense of 
responsibility and can work 

under pressure.



8.  They are encouraging.

“I think one of the keys to leadership is recognizing that 
everybody has gifts and talents. A good leader will learn how 

to harness those gifts toward the same goal.”

~ Ben Carson



Student leaders recognize 
everyone’s strengths and 

weaknesses. They are able to 
allow the strengths to shine 

and minimize the weak areas.



9.  They are positive.

Being positive isn’t pretending that everything is good – it’s 
seeing the good in everything.

~ Unknown



Student leaders are 
laser-focused on 

accomplishing the goal. 
They work with others 
to empower them to 

accomplish their goals.



10.  They take responsibility.

“Leadership consists of nothing but taking responsibility for 
everything that goes wrong and giving [others] credit for 

everything that goes well.”

~ Former US President Dwight D. Eisenhower



Student leaders do not pass 
blame to others but take 

responsibility for their part. 
They use the opportunity to 
learn from mistakes, make 
corrections, and move on. 
They do this with humility, 
recognizing the efforts of 

everyone.



Continue to seek 
opportunitites to grow 
your leadership skills 
in healthy ways so 

that you can become 
the good, effective 
leaders our world 

needs.

You are the leaders of tomorrow!
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