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PRINCIPAL’S PERSPECTIVE

Greetings Farber Familia. It’s time for another Learning
Update. Before we get to the content and all the
amazing things happening on campus, I want to
remind everyone that October is Breast Cancer
Awareness month. In honor of Francine Farber, I hope
you all do something to recognize and support by
wearing Pink every Wednesday of this month.

As we move past the grand opening and begin our
instructional journey, I want to remind everyone why

Farber was created. Our staff and students are tasked to reach out to the City
of Fresno and its community partners to be a part of the solution to any
issues that exist in our community. Please provide us with any feedback or
ideas you have while reading through the update. You can send it to my email
carson.wood@fresnounified.org any time you see fit.

mailto:carson.wood@fresnounified.org


We are inviting all teachers and staff to get
connected to SHIFT. Learn more about SHIFT here.
There are many ways for all of us to connect to
Sustainability, Humanity, Innovation, Food and
Technology. For example, our real world problems
and challenges we address in projects can almost
certainly connect in some way. But in addition to

projects, these could be good research topics, writing projects, presentation
topics and more. Or maybe it’s about using it for service work with a club.
Maybe you can start a new event or activity that incorporates the themes and
mission here.

We are having a cohort of 13 teachers
working with the Civic Education
Center throughout this school year on
Civic Engagement Projects. These
teachers are the following:

Elva Carlos, Peter Fortuna, Meliza
Gonzalez, Jonathan Hinojosa and Robert Vega from Credit Attainment.

Adriana Alcocer, David D’Morias and Jennifer Gross from Independent
Study.

Jackie DeLaCruz, Tony Fiori, Jessica Jamero, Cyndi Mello andMercedes
Rodriguez from Online.

These teachers will collaborate all year with the Civic Education Center on
significant projects designed to elicit some student voice focused on
addressing local issues and needs. Students will work with community
partners, experts and ultimately decision-makers. We look forward to seeing
some of the amazing student work and teacher collaboration. Again, you can
always engage in civic engagement projects and work without being part of
this group and the Civic Education Center.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1lXgPlBWv5KUXcNgPNch6YZtdxKXoXFvl-7yzrjHBRYQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.civicedcenter.org/
https://www.civicedcenter.org/


HIGH QUALITY DEEPER LEARNING

SCIENCE

Students in Credit Attainment Teacher Jadrian
Ejercito’s Biology and Zoology classes have been busy.
The Biology students worked on isolation and
identifying the major macromolecules found in living
things (see photo on the left). Students also
started research on various hydroponic systems. They
will soon create proposals to start making their own
hydroponic systems. Meanwhile, Zoology students
extracted DNA from chicken livers.

Mr. Ejercito is also getting students involved in the NASA TechRise Student
Challenge. This is where students are challenged to team up with their peers
to design an experiment under the guidance of an educator. Teams can
submit ideas for experiments to fly on a suborbital flight platform.
Competition winners receive $1,500 to build their payloads and an assigned
spot on a NASA-sponsored commercial flight test. No experience is necessary
to join the NASA TechRise Challenge.

In 8th Grade Online Science, Roxanne Murietta’s
students are in the DNA Unit. Recently, they did a
demonstration in class where they extracted DNA from
fruit. See examples of DNA extraction from a banana
(pictured left) and strawberries (pictured below). In the
following lesson, students were able to extract DNA
from humans in a virtual simulation similar to the
procedure you would see in a real laboratory setting.

The unit concluded with students making the connection that all living
things are made up of cells that have DNA in them! Great job Ms. Murietta
and 8th grade students.

https://www.nasa.gov/directorates/stmd/prizes-challenges-crowdsourcing-program/center-of-excellence-for-collaborative-innovation-coeci/nasa-techrise-student-challenge-3/
https://www.nasa.gov/directorates/stmd/prizes-challenges-crowdsourcing-program/center-of-excellence-for-collaborative-innovation-coeci/nasa-techrise-student-challenge-3/


Two Farber Science Teachers - David D’Morias (Independent Studies) and
Roxanne Murietta (Online) - are participating in Kids Making Sense. In
collaboration with Sonoma Technology and Tree Fresno, this program offers
a hands-on program that educators can use to teach students how to
measure and monitor air quality and weather, to interpret the data they
collect, and to take action to reduce their exposure to air pollution in their
schools and communities. Teachers are provided a comprehensive science
curriculum to passionate STEM and NGSS champions that empowers youth
to create innovative solutions to solve air quality problems. As part of this
program, our teachers will receive free training on how to use the kits as well
as support as you implement lessons in their classrooms. Additionally,
students have the option to interact with an air quality scientist via Zoom or
Google Meet. This unique feature allows them to interact with a scientist, get
help with their project, or simply ask career or science questions! This work is
made possible from a grant from the California Air Resources Board.

Independent Studies Science Teacher Jen Gross has been busy in Biology
and Zoology. Recently, her Zoology students studied and dissected jellyfish.
Most students have never seen one up close and personal, let alone taking a
peek inside. Students compared the jellyfish to sponges (our previous animal)
and identified the growing complexity of anatomy and physiology of the
jellyfish. Students are all enjoying the hands-on learning experience of
dissections and in-depth study at the cellular level with the microscopes.

Online Science Teacher Gihad Mohsin has been doing some interesting
things in Biology. Students have been learning about the Biosphere -
focusing on understanding the connection between all organisms and
understanding the transfer of energy. They went on a virtual field trip to learn
about different ecosystems in California - giving students the opportunity to
view the beauty of California and to learn about the unique climate of their
state. They also went on a virtual field trip toMonterey Bay Aquarium to learn
how human activity has affected marine life. In Physiology, students first
uncovered the importance of understanding Biology, Chemistry and Physics
when learning about the human body. Students were able to review the
information they have learned in previous classes and connect them to the
human body. They are starting on their first human body system - the
integumentary system learning about the structure and function and
exploring different conditions that affect the integumentary system.

https://kidsmakingsense.org/
http://sonomatech.com
https://treefresno.org/
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/


Wolf Connection

Four Farber Science Teachers - Jadrian
Ejercito, Jen Gross, Gihad Mohsin and
Chris Valle - have embarked on a unique
program. English Teacher Sky Sweet has
joined them too. Farber received a free pilot
this year for five teachers to use an online
SEL Curriculum that comes fromWolf
Connection. Students are taking a 12-part
online course entitledWolf Lessons for
Human Lives. Students discover self

confidence and purpose, clear communication and a sense of oneness with
themselves, as well as the world around them.

Independent Studies Science Teacher Jen Gross said she has received
excellent feedback from students thus far. “My students are really engaged
and enjoying this program. They say they forget about time when working on
this curriculum,” said Gross. “I have a few that asked to work on it at home.
They are also motivated to complete the course since they will be eligible to
visit these amazing wolves in person!”

That’s right, Farber students who complete the course will be eligible for a
field trip to the 165-acre Wolf Connection Sanctuary that serves as a safe
haven and home to wolves and wolfdogs.

https://wolfconnection.org/
https://wolfconnection.org/
https://wolfconnection.org/experiential-programs/virtual-academy/
https://wolfconnection.org/experiential-programs/virtual-academy/


Hydroponics

Hydroponics Farming and Gardening is instrumental
in the future of sustainable agriculture and the
market for hydroponic products is growing at 26% per
year. The plan is to invite other science teachers to get
involved.

Earlier this semester, Farber was notified that Fresno
Unified received the California Farm to School
Incubator Grant. Farber was a small part of the grant,
but will receive more equipment to expand the
Hydroponics Program. The plan now is that in
January, Farber will receive two or three Fork Farms.

These are Flex Farms and they are the most efficient, scalable, and
transformative indoor, vertical hydroponic technology on the planet. By
carefully controlling everything plants need to thrive, each Flex Farm can
growmore than 394 pounds of produce annually. They’re portable and only
require a standard electrical outlet and less than 10 square feet of space.
Farber will be having one in the cafeteria and two for the Science Department
to use in a variety of locations.

Indeed, Mr. Ejercito is having students design and build their own
hydroponic systems. Check out a recent article in the Fresno Bee Featuring
Mr. Ejercito and Farber.

https://www.forkfarms.com/
https://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/article293280199.html
https://www.fresnobee.com/news/local/article293280199.html


ENGLISH

Online English Teacher Cyndi Mello recently had her Junior English
students using technology to interact with poetry. What Cyndi highlighted in
yellow is super impressive. The student - Bryan - is tying Tupac's poem/song
into the transcendental theme we are studying in the novel in the top
highlight and then tying the poem/song back to the protagonist Chris
McCandless in the novel Into the Wild.



Online Teacher Paochoua Xiong recently did a great project with her 9th
graders. It was a Shark Tank Project that focused on standards of persuasive
writing, as well as speaking & listening. Below, you can see the Project
Requirements, the Speech or Presentation Requirements and the Shark Tank
Project Rubric.

Paochoua said her students responded well and even were saying they were
“looking forward to them” and it was their “best school project.”

“The level of engagement and creativity was astounding,” she said. Paochoua
wanted to share or showcase some of the student work. So, check out the
following final product presentations:Multi Clean 1, Ro Buddy, Style-Us and
Charging Pad.

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/paochoua_xiong_fresnounified_org/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpaochoua%5Fxiong%5Ffresnounified%5Forg%2FDocuments%2F2019%2D2020%2FAttachments%2FMulti%20Clean%201%2Emp4&ct=1727901820664&or=OWA%2DNT%2DMail&cid=a4eaad08%2D21ef%2Dac3b%2D3e55%2Deda32e3c737f&ga=1&LOF=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E6f44997a%2Dca3f%2D4423%2D8901%2Dba3734d0dad3
https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/paochoua_xiong_fresnounified_org/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpaochoua%5Fxiong%5Ffresnounified%5Forg%2FDocuments%2F2019%2D2020%2FAttachments%2FRo%2DBuddy%2Emp4&ct=1727901926627&or=OWA%2DNT%2DMail&cid=6467fa0a%2D51cd%2D8051%2D8f7b%2D5bcd7e867fda&ga=1&LOF=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E44c777a8%2Dd128%2D47b2%2D8289%2D409fd8968453
https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/paochoua_xiong_fresnounified_org/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpaochoua%5Fxiong%5Ffresnounified%5Forg%2FDocuments%2F2019%2D2020%2FAttachments%2FStyle%2DUs%2Emp4&ct=1727901948047&or=OWA%2DNT%2DMail&cid=35098e4a%2D07d5%2Da877%2Da42c%2D3552a92d7486&ga=1&LOF=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2Ebc171f52%2Dc216%2D48b3%2Da8dc%2D3efd2ac6fbbb
https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/personal/paochoua_xiong_fresnounified_org/_layouts/15/stream.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fpaochoua%5Fxiong%5Ffresnounified%5Forg%2FDocuments%2F2019%2D2020%2FAttachments%2FCharging%20Pad%2Emp4&ct=1727901984497&or=OWA%2DNT%2DMail&cid=611f33cd%2D143b%2D811c%2D6a61%2Dc6163bc02e36&ga=1&LOF=1&referrer=StreamWebApp%2EWeb&referrerScenario=AddressBarCopied%2Eview%2E121442c2%2D2647%2D4466%2D967c%2D0d45815183e6


Farber Online English Teacher Jessica Herrera has been using Padlet as a
means to have students respond, share and discuss in her English 9, 10 and
11th Grade classes.

Freshmen English Students studied
informational texts to help them
determine whether or not college is
valuable and used Padlet to share their
thoughts on the claim, counterclaim,
connotation and call to action in an
assigned text. (see image on the left)

In her Sophomore English Class, she has had her students study their own
cultural identities and create a "Virtual Class Quilt" on Padlet that exhibits an
object or experience of their culture and creative language that describes it.

Junior English students studied Transcendentalism. As an opening activity,
they researched transcendentalist ideals and created a post sharing
information about their assigned ideal.



After posting, students chose a post to comment on using, "Yes, and..."
conversation frames.



Great job Ms. Jamero on integration technology and getting
online students communicating, sharing, discussing, writing and
creating. We can’t wait to see what’s ahead for you and your
students.

Credit Attainment English Teacher Kara Marquez recently had
her students write persuasive essays about Banned Books Week.
Students did some research, had some discussions and produced
individual persuasive essays.

Independent Studies English Teacher Sky Sweet noticed that
her students are still struggling with Essay writing in their

Edgenuity ELA Courses. She has seen challenges with lack of depth and
substance, plagiarizing and things like AI being used for content creation. So,
she launched a series of 10-minute mini lessons over several weeks to review
and re-teach a variety of skills and strategies to help boost their confidence in
their writing ability.

She started with a short survey to assess their greatest needs. Then, she
presented a “cheat sheet” to tackle the diverse range of essay prompts. They
reviewed five major writing strategies and the 5Ws & H. The handout not only
served as a “cheat sheet,” but also as a map so the students know where
we’re going with the mini-lessons and what specific strategy we’ll be
targeting each week. Students highlighted the cheat-sheet and asked
questions as we moved through it. It is theirs to keep. They practice each
strategy one at a time in class. They also practice how to carefully read and
highlight the prompt and take it apart (deconstruct it), so they know what
exactly we’re being asked to write about. Then, they create a very quick
outline to organize their main idea, examples and conclusion, etc.

“Every week, I tell my students, you are all writers, you all have stories to
tell, and everyone here is capable of writing,” she said. “This is a skill you will
always need. We just need practice.

Ms. Sweet said the feedback from the students thus far has been
positive. She said most students indicated that they needed help with how to
organize their ideas and “where to start” their essay. Also, many expressed
they needed help making their sentences stronger.

https://www.ala.org/bbooks/banned


Other Independent Studies
Teachers are also trying to extend
the learning from Edgenuity
classes. English Teacher Gina
Vertsonwanted the Edgenuity
Lesson on Sequencing to come
to life for the students. Therefore,
she taught an English Writing
Lesson on "How to Make a
Peanut Butter and Jelly
Sandwich".

“It was quite funny. I had some students tell me to put the peanut butter on
the bread. So, I put the whole peanut butter jar on top of the bread. They were
laughing,” said Vertson. “The students realized they had to tell me about each
step in order for me to make a peanut butter sandwich. Then, the students
made their own sandwich. After they were done, they got to eat it.”

Finally, she paired the students up where one person was the writer and the
other person was the speaker. They wrote on a dry erase board an essay on
"How to Make a Peanut Butter and Jelly Sandwich". Then, students took a
picture of their essay and sent it to Ms. Vertson on Teams. “They really enjoyed
this lesson,” said Vertson.



MATH

Credit Attainment/Dual Enrollment Math Teacher Brad Powers uses a
great online math resource called Geogebra. Using this tool, Mr. Powers
created this Midpoint Calculator (see below). “It’s extremely easy to use and
it’s also very robust,” he said.

Those who use Geogebra often say that it is more than a set of free online
math tools. Indeed, they think it’s a platform that connects enthusiastic
teachers and students while offering them a new way to explore and learn
about math. Additionally, Mr. Powers is also teaching our Dual Enrollment
Math Course known asMath 11. This is an Introduction to Statistics Class
Students recently covered the different centers of data and what skewness is.
They also just finished an entire unit on Probability. This has prepared them
to be ready to start talking about different distributions and that will lead
them to hypothesis testing. Great job Mr. Powers!

Farber Online Math Teacher
Katreena Baker recently had
her 8th graders complete a
review of plotting points on a
graph to prepare them for
learning about linear equations
and their relationships to
graphing. The activity was called
"Graph of Me" and students
were able to create their own
unique shapes based on their
individual truths. See attached samples of completed student work Here.

http://www.geogebra.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y9bod3GCtFfZ4i0dQa8yfvbTXXTqczYnpGCJZYspIVY/edit?usp=sharing


SOCIAL SCIENCE

Online Social Science Teacher Phillip Gladden,while studying the French
Revolution with his students, used Canva to make Baseball Trading cards.
These included stats on the back that talks about the “Players” on the two
teams the Rabble Rousers and the Versailles Royals. He is also trying to start a
History Movie Club where members will meet once a week andWatch a
movie about historical events and discuss how accurate they are.

World History with Credit Attainment Teacher Meliza Gonzalez has been
busy. Recently, in preparation for a major project on the French Revolution,
Ms. Gonzalez has been having her students compare and contrast the French
Declaration of Rights of Man and Citizen, the United States Bill of Rights
and The Magna Carta. Students did a deep dive including in-depth analysis
of individual bills and rights and how these have impacted World History.

Online Social Science Teacher Mercedes Rodriguez has been getting high
quality work from her diverse group of students. In her Ethnic Studies
courses, students learned about the importance of land acknowledgements
and researched the native people of Fresno (the Yokuts). Students then
collaborated to create land acknowledgement statements (with guidance) to
read at the beginning of each week so that ‘we start our week off with good
intentions.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_the_Rights_of_Man_and_of_the_Citizen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Declaration_of_the_Rights_of_Man_and_of_the_Citizen
https://billofrightsinstitute.org/primary-sources/bill-of-rights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magna_Carta


Students are currently building their foundational knowledge and learning
about the history of Ethnic Studies. Students are learning about various
topics, taking a deep dive into their identity, and learning about the 4 I’s of
oppression (Ideological, Institutional, Interpersonal, and Internalized).
Students are having discussions around how the Four Levels of Oppression
show up in society and their personal lives. Students have been learning
about the history of Ethnic Studies and are watching footage of the strikes
that took place in 1968-1969 and 1999 at UC Berkeley and SFSU. Students will
then look at the ban on La Raza Studies in Tucson, Arizona followed by the
history of Ethnic Studies in Fresno/ Fresno Unified. Additionally, Ms. Rodriguez
is partnering with Californians For Justice for a guest speaker in the Ethnic
Studies Classes.

InMs. Rodriguez’ Government Classes, she has a couple of students
interested in attending the Fresno County Youth Summit hosted by the
Civic Ed. Center. Students are also beginning to share their ideas for our Civic
Engagement project. Below is a list of potential Civic Engagement projects
that her students are interested in:

Housing insecurity/ homelessness
Crime rates
Poverty

Quality of education
Environmental issues (air quality, pollution, illegal dumping)

Gun violence
Poor quality of health

https://caljustice.org/


The classes have also made space to discuss current events as they are
applicable to the curriculum. They recently discussed the Constitution
(specifically state rights and the death penalty) and had discussion
surrounding the recent execution ofMarcellus Williams in Missouri. They also
recently talked about obligations of the Federal government to the states
(when natural disasters occur) and had some discussion around support
being provided for those affected by Hurricane Helene.

ELEMENTARY ONLINE

InMrs. Sue’s 4th Grade Class, they are currently learning about Natural
Disasters. Students had the opportunities to learn about different types of
disasters and how to prepare for them. Students will be creating a poster on
how to prepare for a Natural disaster.

In Math, they are working on Multiplying Using
Expanded form - Standard 4.NBT.5. Students
seem to really enjoy being challenged in the
multi steps (using the distributive property) that
needs to be used to solve the math problems.



In Amber Cowan’s 2nd Grade Class, they have been following along with
theirWonders and Go Math curriculum. In Wonders, they have been
learning all about animal adaptations. They read a story about a young boy
who visited the desert in Nevada with his family. There he observed several
different animals who had adapted to the hot desert heat. The kids chose to
write about the desert tortoise, where they explained how the tortoise stays
cool in the desert. They also read a story about how Siberian Huskies adapt to
a cold habitat. The students have been working on using capital letters,
finger spaces between words and ending their sentences with the correct
punctuation while writing.

Students just finished up working on Chapter 2 in Go Math, where they were
learning about numbers to 1,000. The main focus for this chapter was
learning how to show numbers as hundreds, tens and ones. Students learned
how to show numbers in multiple ways. They used pictures, wrote three-digit
numbers, used number words, and created an additional sentence to add
each digit of the number.



Students have also been focusing on spelling long and short vowel words. The
focus recently was long and short O words. They practiced reading and
spelling the words each day throughout the week and then the kids took a
spelling test in Nearpod to show off their knowledge!

ELECTIVES

In Farber Online Art, Instructor Tabitha Hernandez has had students
working on a project around Heritage & Culture. Students were challenged to
produce a digital poster in Canva as their final product. Ms. Hernandez said
that a big part of her online classroom is students getting comfortable with
one another. She said her intention was to have each student highlight their
own culture or a culture they admire or want to learn more about.

“We used our cultural diversity to connect how awesome we all are,” said
Hernandez. “It was a fantastic opportunity to build up their self-esteem and
pride in their heritage.”

Check out the student work here: Heritage & Culture Digital Posters.

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGTL7srSrw/05OxJMBM67CUaZasGfHuew/view?utm_content=DAGTL7srSrw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor


In Independent Studies Teacher Esther
Ortega’s Parenting+ Class, students are
actively engaging with a range of
organizations, including Shine, Fresno Hope,
Focus Forward, Adolescent Family Life

Program (AFLP), The Marjaree Mason Center and Young Life. Each of these
is offering valuable insights and resources, as well as community support. The
students are also earning certifications in Infant CPR and Cribs For Kids Safe
Sleep equipping them with essential skills for caring for their little ones. Their
creativity shines through in projects like the "All About Us" posters, as well as
self-driven class presentations on topics they are most passionate about or
highly interested in exploring. By taking advantage of resources like CAL
KIDS, they’ve learned how to register both themselves and their babies,
fostering a sense of responsibility and empowerment. Next semester, there is
the prospect of introducing a dual enrollment class in Child Development
from Fresno City College, further enriching their educational experience.
Looking ahead to the rest of this year, exciting field trips are being planned to
the Fresno Fair, Fresno Zoo, Fresno City College, Artes Americas, and Play
and Learn Centers. These promise to be enriching experiences that will
enhance their learning journey. Parenting + is the only teen parenting class
offered in our district as a support for our teen parents. Farber’s goal is to
provide teen parents the opportunity to embrace their parenting role, learn
about themselves and their babies and prepare them for what’s to come
offering them as much support as possible.

In Dual Enrollment - Courses Counseling 48 and Counseling 53 - students are
working with Instructor Jodie Garabedian and getting support from
Independent Studies Teacher Gail Neufeld. The students are working on
career exploration and development, as well as developing the necessary
tools for future success by providing structures and activities that illustrate
the relationship between interpersonal and intrapersonal interactions.
Student feedback is important to the course and the instructor.

“So far, I have learned mostly about myself. In these courses we learn how to
prepare for our future career by using new strategies,” said 12th Grader
Eugene. “Overall the class is pretty fun and I would recommend it to anyone
who wants to get a feeling for what college is going to be like.”

https://shinemh.com/
https://www.fchip.org/hope/
https://www.focusfwd.com/
https://fresnoeoc.org/aflp/
https://fresnoeoc.org/aflp/
https://mmcenter.org/
https://younglife.org/
https://cribsforkids.org/
https://cribsforkids.org/
https://calkids.org/
https://calkids.org/
https://farber.fresnounified.org/resources/cart


Men’s Alliance recently attended a day-long leadership training at Wonder
Valley. According to Men’s Alliance Instructor Shaun Brown, students
enjoyed the experience including the high ropes courses, bonded over
games, learned archery and even learned horsemanship (grooming horses).

Women’s Alliance has also been busy. Women’s Alliance Teacher Meliza
Gonzalez shared these highlights:

● Trip To Wonder Valley for leadership training and team building
● Representatives attended the Central California Women’s Conference
● Art Project for Hispanic History Month
● Working with the League of Women’s Voters on getting female

students to register to vote.

Students from ourMen’s and Women’s Alliance Programs, as well as from
Leadership, will be the first cohort from Fresno Unified for the Youth
Parkway Ambassadorswith the San Joaquin River Parkway &
Conservation Trust. These students - Jordan Gonzalez, Felicitas Hernandez,
Jesus Maldonado, Damian Martinez, Stephanie Munoz, Joshua Ortega
and Alley Vang - were selected to participate in a 3-month, 60-hour program
in which they learn about the San Joaquin River and its role in our
community, share memorable outdoor experiences with new friends, access
and explore multiple Parkway properties, and gain experience planning
events, creating outreach materials, and leading outdoor activities at free
public open house events. YPA participants will receive outdoor and naturalist
skills training at sites along the San Joaquin River Parkway.

https://riverparkway.org/activities/youth-parkway-ambassadors/
https://riverparkway.org/activities/youth-parkway-ambassadors/
https://www.riverparkway.org/
https://www.riverparkway.org/


Personal Finance

Instructor Kongmia Her has been working hard on this new course here at
Farber.

Recently, the class visited with
Yanely Espinal - the author of
the bookMind Your Money -
during her current book tour.
Espinal is a key leader in the
Next Gen Personal Finance
arena. She is a big contributor
to the push for getting
Personal Finance to be a
graduation requirement course

in the US. She is an educator with a gift for storytelling and a passion for
explaining financial concepts in a straightforward way.

Also last week, the students shared
presentations representing their
research on the different factors
that make up a FICO credit score.
These included Payment History,
Credit Utilization, New Credit, Credit
Mix and Length of Credit History. Mr.
Her was very impressed with the
student work and engagement
throughout their research and
presentations.

https://www.mindyourmoneybook.com/
https://www.ngpf.org/


STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Leadership instructors Elva Carlos
and Jackie De La Cruz have been
busy with dozens of activities or
events they have organized, facilitated
or participated in this first quarter. On
Friday, October 11th, Leadership
hosted the Class of 2025 Senior
Sunrise for the seniors from all three
programs. It was a huge hit and with
an amazing turnout. The morning
included great food, lots of activities
and tons of camaraderie. Other recent

Leadership events or activities has included, but is not limited to Club Rush,
Breast Cancer Awareness Month, Farbers Market, Lunch Time Activities,
ASB Elections, National Hispanic Heritage Month and a CADA Field Trip to
Maderawhere students from all three programs attended and collaborated
on future events, projects and leadership ideas. Leadership also participated
in the FASL (Fresno Area Student Leaders) trip to Scout Island in September.
Ms. De La Cruz took 10 middle school students and seven high school
students. The high school students assisted the Scout Island Counselors. The
middle schoolers were able to participate in team building exercises,
Wilderness walks and exploring water samples from the San Joaquin River.
They were able to spend time with one another along with students from four
other middle schools including Terronez, Sequoia, Tehipite and Kings
Canyon . Additionally, over 50 online students from 8th - 12th grade qualified
for the 4.0 and Above Program at the Big Fresno Fair. Finally, check out a
recent Public Service Presentation that a student produced as part of Breast
Cancer Awareness Month. See the Presentation Here.

https://fusd-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/r/personal/michael_niehoff_fresnounified_org/Documents/Attachments/PSA%20on%20Breast%20Cancer-%20Michelle%20C.pptx?d=w3555732f453c4a6e90583030834c5957&csf=1&web=1&e=jGzesh


CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION

Logistics Instructor Jonathan Hinojosa and his students
have had a very busy and successful first quarter. Here is a
brief summary of just a few of the key experiences, learning
and achievements:

● OSHA 10 Certification
● Introduction to Supply Chain

● Manual and Electric Pallet Jack Training, Forklift Training
● Supporting and Facilitating Farbers Market
● In class visits and/or field trips with industry partners such as the GAP,

Pape, Amazon and the District Warehouse
● Supporting the Farber Campus Receiving, Deliveries and Supplies
● Soft Skill and Professional interaction training
● Celebrating monthly victories with class-to-class collaboration.
● Supporting the School, District
● After School Support for additional training
● Introduction to Class Project: Build your Company

All students will have completed OSHA and be trained on all equipment by
the end of the month. Shortly, the program will begin their other partnership
with the Central California Food Bank as they start supporting the
Elementary Backpack Program and the six schools that Farber has adopted.
Finally, in the 2nd quarter, students will begin Six Sigma Training and
Certification. Six Sigma is a method that provides organizations tools to
improve the capability of their business processes. This increase in
performance and decrease in process variation helps lead to defect reduction
and improvement in profits, employee morale, and quality of products or
services. Stay tuned for more successes and news.

https://ccfoodbank.org/
https://www.sixsigmacouncil.org/
https://www.sixsigmacouncil.org/


Cyber Security Instructor Peter Fortuna has
been busy teaching his students necessary
technology and communication skills, while
introducing them to a variety of topics. Some of
these include speed limiters, drug detectors,

security cameras on campus, the Bullard HS cell phone policy, hacking
centers and con artists using AI and apps to target parents and grandparents
for theft. They have been working on a variety of tools platforms including but
not limited toMicrosoft Word, Powerpoint, Forms, Minecraft EDU and
many more. Recently, Cyber Security students examined Ethical Hacking
Demos. Students responded to prompts such as the following:

● Tell us how the ethical hacker created the scam/spoof. Tell what you
saw, what happened and how.

● Tell us what the ethical hacker means by being politely paranoid.

Additionally, many of the students are participating in a
couple of major projects underway. Some are part of
Seniors Helping Seniorswhere students are teaching
senior residents of the Vineyards California Armenian
Home about how to avoid theft and scams online. Others
are going to be working withWinchell Elementary and
teaching their 4th - 6th graders about all of the dangers
and minefields online.

https://abc30.com/vineyards-senior-living-facility-southeast-fresno/14619088/
https://lifeatthevineyards.org/
https://lifeatthevineyards.org/
https://winchell.fresnounified.org/


Jeff Cook’s Multimedia & Video Production
students have been very busy. They were honored
to have three guest speakers during the first three
weeks of school. Students took the opportunity to
do some work-based learning by operating the
camera. They captured audio and video so it could

share it with other classes on their YouTube channel.

Jim Jakobs, KMPH-26 News Director spoke to the students about how he
got into the news business and encouraged the students to follow their
passion and go for it. Jim also mentioned that team building, and
communication are a very high priority on his list when hiring.

Matt Otstot, KSEE-24/KGPE-47 Anchor/Reporter spoke to the students
about various topics. They watched some videos he shared as he explained
what one needs to know. This included a little bit of everything if one wants to
work in the news business.

Christina Musson, KGPE-47 Reporter/KMJ Radio Host spoke to the students
and emphasized the importance of doing what it takes to get into the news
business. Christina mentioned she had to move away from Fresno to get
experience in the news business.

The classes are planning a field trip to visit CMAC. Bryan, head manager at
CMAC, will show the students around and explain the benefits of CMAC.
CMAC is a community video production organization that helps educate the
community about video/audio production.

These students have learned the importance of the various shot types that
make a movie/video production great. After learning about the shot types,
they put it into action and filmed one another, capturing extreme wide
shots, wide shots, medium shots, close-up shots, and extreme close-up
shots. They not only learned how to shoot these shots but now understand
the significance and when to use them effectively. .

They also learned about the importance of continuity. If continuity is broken,
viewers are drawn to the mistakes and no longer pay attention to the
storyline. Continuity can be someone wearing a red hat in one scene and in
the next, they are wearing a yellow hat. Or it could be someone waving with
their right hand, and they cut back to the same person, and they are waving
with their left hand. Again, after learning about this important element, the
students put it into practice.



These students are starting to film Farber Famous videos. Multimedia
students interview the Farber Famous students and the teacher/staff
member who nominated the student. Videos will be uploaded to YouTube
and hopefully be played on the cafeteria big screen during lunch. You can see
this and more work from the Multimedia & Video Productions classes at the
Farber YouTube Channel.

FARBER LIBRARY

Farber Library Media Teacher Tim Graveline
has been busy on a variety of fronts. The library
has been working on getting the online
elementary and middle schools students
involved in America's Battle of the Books. This
is where they read from a list of books (I will

provide them) students will then go to a competition to answer questions
about these books and compete to win prizes. Additionally, Mr. Graveline has
been purchasing more books on Sora for students and staff.

“If there is a book staff members want, but it's not necessarily for students,
that's fine,” he said. “I can purchase eBooks that only our Staff members see.
I'm here to support your reading joy.”

Finally, Mr. Graveline has been working with some teachers on how to use the
Gale Databases in their classrooms. He has created videos as a teaching tool
or resource to show students what they need to access. He is also working on
a long-term project of developing the Farber MakerSpace.

https://www.youtube.com/@Farber-t3y
https://www.battleofthebooks.org/
https://soraapp.com/welcome
https://www.gale.com/databases


PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Farber sent a team of staff and students to the Central California Women's
Conference on September 17, 2024. This included Adriana Alcocer, Elva
Carlos, Rhonda Day, Jackie De La Cruz, Meliza Gonzalez, Rachael Maciel
and several students from our Women’s Alliance Programs. This annual event
draws thousands of female leaders and professionals from our community
and beyond.

Alternative Education Executive Officer Rachael Maciel said she felt like
she was hanging with 3,000 of her closest female friends for the day as they
enjoyed laughs, inspiration, and information about all things "woman"
ranging from physical/mental health and wellness, parenting strategies and
financial/professional advice.

“I enjoyed learning more about the 5 Fierce Fresno leaders as they shared
their personal stories of resilience---including the stories of their journeys that
helped shape who they are today,” said Maciel. “It was a great day of laughter
and reflection with the women of the Central Valley and it was very
encouraging to focus on the idea that we are sisters and we should all
champion each other,” said Maciel.

Credit Attainment Teacher Meliza Gonzalez, who accompanied some of her
Women’s Alliance students to the event, appreciated the sense of being
surrounded by so many great women. She said that it was amazing to see all
these women come together to learn and grow which created a unique sense
of safety.

“ It feels like everyone there is ready to support you, whether it's
complimenting your outfit, conversing about a session you attended
together, or sitting together to witness someone's story,” said Gonzalez. “And
getting to experience this with my students was truly something special. We

https://www.ccwc-fresno.org/conference/
https://www.ccwc-fresno.org/conference/


all walked away with a very strong sense of unity and eagerness to continue
the work started there. I personally can't wait to go back next year!"

Women’s Alliance Student Mariana Martinez said, "The Central California
Women's Conference is something that all schools should get to experience!"

Women’s Alliance Student Stephanie Munoz Cruz said, " The Central
California Women's Conference was an amazing experience that I wish all
girls could get to go to! It was amazing being around so many great women.!"

FARBERS MARKET

Our first Full Choice Food Pantry - Farbers Market - was a
huge success on September 19. 115 families were served from
our local community including student families and others.
A big shout out to Jonathan Hinojosa and his Logistics
students for all of their advance work and day of execution.
Thank you to Elva Carlos and her leadership students for

their operational contributions. Also, thanks to staff members James
Obermire, Brittany Farrely, Jackie De La Cruz, Oxnard Rivas and Gihad
Moshin. Our Farbers Market is the third Wednesday of the month from 2:00 -
5:00 pm at the Logistics Warehouse. A Full Choice Pantry offers community
members the opportunity to choose items they need from a variety of
offerings. In addition to non-perishable food items, The Farbers Market will
also feature fresh fruits and veggies along with
dairy products. We are excited to have our
Leadership and Logistics students involved in this
effort and welcome the entire Farber staff to
support this effort.



STAFF OPPORTUNITIES
By now, hopefully you’ve heard about Farber Famous - our version of the Wall
of Fame where students are recognized for a variety of achievements.

Students can be nominated by staff members for a long list of achievements.
It can be for a high level of work or success in class, the community and more.
It can be for internships, certifications, service to the community, academic
accomplishments, co-curricular achievements and much more. It's up to you
and feel free to nominate for any reason you see fit. Feel free to nominate a
student anytime at the following: https://bit.ly/FarberFamousNominations.

https://online.fliphtml5.com/rgmky/ogqm/#p=12
https://bit.ly/FarberFamousNominations


BOOK CLUB

Are you looking to boost your happiness and learn how to bring more joy
into your work, family, and friendships?🌟

Would you love to experience a front-row seat to a Harvard Business School
Happiness Class—without the 400-person waitlist?

Well, WAIT NO MORE!!!🎉

Join us for the Farber Book Club’s inaugural read: Build the Life You Want:
The Art and Science of Getting Happier by Arthur C. Brooks (the happiness
professor) and Oprah Winfrey.📚✨

Starting in October 2024, we will be meeting every 2nd and 4th Thursday of
the month at 3:30 p.m. to dive into this research-based roadmap on
cultivating happiness in all aspects of our lives. We’ll explore practical
strategies for creating an easy and fulfilling life, and we’ll have great
conversations along the way!

If you’d like to get started right away, Amazon can have a copy on your
doorstep by tomorrow! Let’s read, learn, and get happier together!💫Please
email me at lily.mukai@fresnounified.org for more information.



STAFF RECOGNITION

Farber Online Science Teacher Dexter Yangwas recently featured in an
article from Fresno Pacific University News entitled FPU residency
partnerships produce locally grown teachers for Valley Careers. Read
about Dexter’s unique story and road to a great teaching career. Great job
Dexter. We are very proud of you.

https://news.fresno.edu/article/10/09/2024/fpu-residency-partnerships-produce-locally-grown-teachers-valley-careers
https://news.fresno.edu/article/10/09/2024/fpu-residency-partnerships-produce-locally-grown-teachers-valley-careers

