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February is Black History Month

February is Black History Month.
Tracing its roots is a reminder that Black
History Month is only a few decades old,
and it should not be taken for granted.
Everyone should take the time to e
acknowledge what it truly means to HIST“RY
celebrate this month. Many African
Americans that have paved the way for
today's generation never lived to see
this month-long celebration of the
achievements and contributions of
Black Americans in our great country.
Notable figures such as Martin Luther King Jr., Ella Baker, Harriet Tubman,
and Frederick Douglass left behind a legacy of core values that will be
carried on for generations to come.

FEBRUARY

Here at Thornton Township High School, we do our best to honor
African American heroes from the past and the present by acknowledging
the annual Black History Month themes. The theme for 2024 is "African
Americans and the Arts." According to asalh.org, African American art is
infused with African, Caribbean, and Black American lived experiences.
Fashion, music, film, literature, and culinary arts are just a few of the
many examples of fields that are forms of cultural expression. African
American artists use their work as a way to preserve history and promote
empowerment.

The students at Thornton will have opportunities to participate in
door decorating contests, art contests, spirit weeks, and Black History
Month trivia. The class with the most creative door will receive a $50 gift
card! The Art Club is taking art contest submissions up until February 20th.
Prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place. All students are
encouraged to get creative and participate. The annual Black History
Month assembly will take place on February 22, 2024.



Valentine Shout Outs

Valentine's Day is all about love. In honor of this holiday, Paw Prints wanted to spread a little love and
appreciation for one another. Students were given the opportunity to send shout outs to their friends,
teachers, and loved ones with a special heart felt message. If your name wasn't mentioned, just know
that you are special and loved. Happy Valentine's Day, Wildcats!

[o: Ms. Bryant
rom: Kaliyah Hood

and checking on me!

Thank you for always making my day

To: Nataly Cunningham
From: Debbie Curtis IlI .ng
Yy,

Thank you for being one of my
favorite friends ever! | love you lots.
Happy Valentine's Day, bestie!

To: Aaliyaaih Brooks

From: Amiracle Brooks

Keep up the good work. | can see that
you are trying and | am proud of you!

V/

N/

[o: Valentina G.
rom: Leneice Edwards

Happy 4 years!!

4

4

To: Marcus Smith

IFrom: Ravaea Allen

My love, there are a thousand things
I could say. Than you for being my
best friend and my everything. | love
you to the moon and back... then
again times 10.

To: Ms. Cunningham

From: Tiana Watson mm
D (1 [° | “
You are a great teacher

and one my favorites.
Happy Valentine's Day!

to: Oscar Cruz

rom: Jade Reyna

Thank you for always supporting me
and being there for me. Te amo hasta
el fin y mas alla mi amor.

To: Keilona Davis
From: DaShaun Williams

You're one of the most amazing
people | know. Even though I'm not
around you a lot, | will always value

and appreciate my time
with you!

To: Jadaiyah Arnold
From: Kanon Nelson

Have a wonderful Valentine's Day, feel
better soon!

To: Ms. Paszkiet

[From: Marilyn Rodriguez

v

Thank you for always making class
the most exciting. | lookf forward to
going every single day. Know you're
my favorite teacher & have a fantastic
day!

[o: Oluwatimilehin Toyeme
rom: Marilyn Rodriguez

| will see and admire the best parts of
you, while holding space & empathy
for the darkest parts of you.

VW,

To: Aryanna Betancourt

From: Desmond Warmack

Arianna, | want to thank you for
always making my day better and for
being my girlfriend.



Remembering Abraham Lincoln
in honor of President's Day on February 19th, 2024

Written by: Tiana Watson-Dell

Abraham Lincoln, born on February 12, 1809,
holds a pivotal place in American history as the 16th
President of the United States. Coming from humble
beginnings in a log cabin in Kentucky, Lincoln's
journey is a testament to the American dream.
Despite facing economic hardships and limited
formal education, he emerged as a self-educated
individual with a deep passion for the law. Lincoln's
early career saw him working various jobs, from a
rail-splitter to a store clerk, before he entered into
politics in the lllinois State Legislature.

What makes Lincoln truly stand out is his
leadership during one of the nation's most
challenging time periods—the Civil War. Elected as president in 1860, he faced the immediate
and daunting task of preserving the Union as Southern states seceded. Lincoln's unwavering
commitment to maintaining the integrity of the nation and his opposition to the spread of
slavery into new territories positioned him as a symbol of unity and justice. His leadership
during the Civil War showcased his ability to navigate a divided nation and communicate
effectively, leaving a mark on American history.

Lincoln's legacy is perhaps most prominently marked by his role in ending slavery. In
1863, he issued the Emancipation Proclamation, a landmark declaration that declared all
slaves in Confederate-held territories to be free. This courageous move aligned the Union's
cause with the moral imperative of abolishing slavery and further solidified Lincoln's place in
history as a champion of freedom. His dedication to justice and equality, encapsulated in
iconic speeches like the Gettysburg Address, has made him an enduring figure in the hearts of
Americans.

Tragically, Lincoln's life was cut short when he was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth in
1865, just days after the end of the Civil War. Despite his untimely death, Lincoln's impact on
America's history remains immeasurable. His leadership during a tumultuous era, his
commitment to preserving the Union, and his pivotal role in ending slavery collectively
contribute to his status as one of the most important figures in American history. Lincoln's
Birthday serves as a reminder of the enduring legacy of this remarkable leader and his
contribution to shaping the course of the nation.



Influential Black Artists

Written by: Caleb Steele

In honor of the 2024 Black History Month theme of "African Americans and the Arts," | wanted
to pay tribute to the Black artists and entertainers that have inspired me throughout the years. | think
it is important to recognize how African American culture contributes to pop culture and society as a
whole. The following list contains information about some of the greatest artists of all time (in my
humble opinion).

#1 - Beyonce. Beyonce Knowles-Carter is a prominent figure in pop culture. She is
widely referred to as “The Queen" or “Queen B". Her Renaissance World Tour
earned $580 Million, making it one of the most successful World tours of all time.
Her iconic music videos, instantly recognizable songs and unparalleled stage
presence have made her a cultural phenomenon and she is considered the
greatest performer of all time. She challenged stereotypes and broke the mold of
the music industry by being a perfect pop star and unapologetically Black.

show with Euphoria. Her start on the Disney channel shows “Shake it Up” and “K.C

Undercover” made her an icon amongst Gen Z. She is multifaceted, being a singer,
actor, dancer and model. She was named one of the 100 most influential people in
the world by Time Magazine. With 54 nominations and 34 wins, it's obvious that

Zendaya is here to stay.

#3 - Charles Alston. Active during the Harlem renaissance, Charles Alston was
an important member of the black community. Commonly referred to as a
race man, which is an African American man who dedicates his life to
furthering the Black race, Alston became known as a prominent figure during
the Renaissance Era. He is known for painting, sculpting, illustration and
muralism. He moved to New York during the great migration and by the 1930’s
he was doing artwork for famous magazines. He ended up becoming the first
black instructor at the museum of modern art.

#4 - Michael Jackson. “The king of pop music” himself, Michael Jackson
is globally recognized as the most iconic, legendary and influential music
artist of all time. He was a pioneer in the art of music videos and is a big
part of the reason people even make music videos today. His
immediately recognizable, fashion, poses, dance moves and
catchphrases definitely makes him a pillar in black history. Michael
Jackson began singing at a very early age when he was a member of the
group “The Jackson 5” along with his brothers. He was undeniably a living
legend by the time the mid 80’s came around, but since he was trying to
make a name for himself as a solo artist in the 1970's, many people in
the industry underestimated him because he was black.

(Continued on next page)



Influential Black Artists

Continued

#5 - Rihanna. Everyone and their mothers know the one and only
Rihanna. The 2023 Super Bowl performer has been making hits
since she was 19 with her debut single “Pon De Replay,” which spent
12 weeks inside the top 10 of the hot 100 and peaked at number
one on the US Billboard Dance Club Songs and Digital Songs charts.
She's a singer, actor, songwriter and a businesswoman. Her brands
Fenty Beauty and Savage X Fenty have made her a billionaire,
fashion mogul and absolute powerhouse of the beauty industry. The
last album she made was nearly a decade ago and she has everyone
constantly wanting more.

#6 - James Baldwin. This American author and Civil Rights activist is one of the
strongest queer voices in Black history. He was born August 2, 1927 and broke
literary ground with his intelligent views on spiritualism, race and social issues.
Unfortunately he gained his eighth sibling and lost his father on the same day.
In 1953, he had his first novel published, it was named ‘Go Tell It on the
Mountain.” He broke new ground in 1954 with his novel, ‘Giovanni’s Room’
which followed a complex depiction of homosexuality, which at the time was
nearly unspoken. He paved the way for Black and queer

N\
N

literature.

#7 - Grace Jones. This androgynous fashion icon is a 75 year old Jamaican model,
actor, singer, producer, and songwriter. Her 1977 record deal resulted in a string
of club-dance hits. She established herself as a major recording artist by earning
considerable success in the market. Her influence is still present in today's fashion
and makeup is still present with bold colors and
— ‘ creative patterns being something she
experimented with.

#8 - Ella Fitzgerald. Known as “The First Lady of Song”, Ella Fitzgerald
was a revolutionary American Jazz singer. Born in April of 1917, she was
one of the first Black entertainers to perform all around the world. Her
ability to improvise with her scatting and her show off her vocal range is
notable. Fitzgerald was the first African American to win more than one
Grammy. She was also one of the first Super Bowl halftime performers.
The superstar died in 1996 of a stroke, but her contribution to African

American culture will not be forgotten.



QUARTER 2 HONOR ROLL

Congratulations to the students that worked hard to earn a spot on the Quarter 2 honor roll
roster! Thornton Township High School is looking forward to celebrating the fact that 104 Freshmen,
90 Sophomores, 99 Juniors, and 98 Senior students made the honor roll last quarter. The celebration
will take place on Wednesday, February 7th during the lunch periods. Keep up the excellent work!

Alvizo, Viviana
Angulo, Vanessa

Arrendondo, Melani
Leylani

Arroyo, Selena

Brown, Daykota
Castillo, Alicia

Cortez, Itzel

Cruz, Mariangel

Davis, Malachi
Edmondson, Camryn
Fulton, Jeremiah Isaiah

Garcia Chacon, Maria

Becton, Michael
Bell, NaKaia
Benjamin, Torrence
Boone, Kamiyah
Bright, Destiny K
Brooks, Amiracle
Bustos, Denise
Callahan, Tyree
Chavez-Rios, Jesus
Cisneros, Jazmin
Cruz, Alma R
Daniels, Marissa

De La Paz, Cesar

Distinguished Scholars:

Seniors

Gonzalez, Margeret
Hall, Yakhira

Harris, Taleah
Howell, Jeffrey Paul
Johnson Jr, Morez K
Lopez, John Bryan
Metcalf, Nayan
Meza, Jonathan

Mohideen Imthiyas,
Humaid Hussain

Monarrez, Brando
Moutry Jr, Tarrell

Perez Mendez, Angel

Distinguished Scholars:

Perez, Anthony
Plowden, Zariah Janiyah
Pressley, Tyana Keira
Ray, DeSean Trenell
Reyes, Jordy Geovany
Richmond-Bush, Nasiya
Sanchez, Andres
Sanchez, Bryan
Smith Jr, Jamar

Smith, Jamir Destin
Socop, Naysa

Taiwo, Opeoluwa

[uniors

De La Torre, Andrea
Ford, Imani

Fourte, Gregory
Garcia, Monica
Garcia, Suleima
Gomez, Jacqueline
Gonzalez Becerra, Edgar
Gonzalez, Cynthia
Gonzalez, Juliana
Grayson, Taniya
Jimenez, Emily
Jones, Trinity

Leon, Victor

Lumpkin, Jchaun
Mariscal, Jocelyn
McPherson, Kishun
Navarro, Diego
Paget, Geniyah Alexis
Parker, Karnysha
Pressley, Taylah Jaye
Price, Sheridan
Purifoy, Nashawn
Reveles-Munoz, Nelly
Rodriguez, Alexa
Rodriguez, Anthony

Rodriguez, Valeria

Taylor, Al

Vahora, Mahammad
Zakariya

Vhora, Mustakim
Firojmohmad

Villalobos, Michelle
Villeda, David

Vohara, Abubakr
Abdulsatar

Wilkins, Kaia
Williams Jr, Xavier
Williams, Marea

Zambrano, Oscar

2025

Simmons, Vanessa
Solano, Rafael Antonio
Tye, Calia

Vahora, Arshnaaz
Vahora, Sana

Valadez, David
Valencia, Katherine
Vazquez, Kevin Matthew

Vhora, Zaara Mohamad
Hanif

Walker, lvan C
Westbrook Jr, Darnell
Wilson, Angel M

Zarate, Efrain



QUARTER 2 HONOR ROLL

Adedeji, Emmanuel
Jesutomiwa

Adegbite, Ashley
Amuda, Taofeeq

Antoine, Isabelle
Shania

Boykin, Patience
Ayanna

Brooks, Munique
Anton

Carter, Jakiya
Cholico, lvan Rodrigo

Conwell, Jamayia Cruz
Reyes, Miguel

5o

()

Alcantar Bucio, Juan
Benavides, Armando
Bustos, Nancy
Caceres, Juan
Edwards, Leneice
Fourte, Anthony
Gomez, Emily

Harrell, Henry

Distinguished Scholars:

Sophomores

Dawodu, Kolawole
Jojuola

Diaz, Ashly
Garcia, Jessica
Garcia, Messy
Garcia, Sebastian
Gomez, Alexandra

Gutierrez, Orlando
Zeus

Hart, James Jaden
Jasso, Anabelle

Joseph, Kyariane
Rebecca

Knight, Trinity

Jackson, Rae'L
Jackson, Sarae

Luckett, Me cai
Maurice

Marshall, Amirah
MccCall, Laila
Moutry, Tayden

Ocampo Sandoval,
Carmen Yuridia

Lay, Qajuan

Lopez Martinez, Johan
Ricardo

Mendez, Angelina
Marily

Ortega, Milagros
Perez, Janluca
Pickett, Veronica
Rivera, Francisco
Rodriguez, Fernando

Rodriguez, Jimena
Monzerrath

Romero, Jose

Smith, Jaylan Maurice

Peck-Patterson,
Trenton

Pickett, Jasmine
Radilla, Enrique
Robinson, Sharvia
Rodriguez, Allisson
Salas, Edwin

Serna Perez, Alejandro

Valle, Ernesto
Vazquez, Jeyson
Velazquez, Aaron
Verduzco, Estrella
Vhora, Amenaben
White, Alyssa
Williams, Jon

Williams, Kaulin Isaiah
Woods, Taylor D
Zavala, Roberto Carlos

Zuniga, Naomi

Stroger, Lashawn

Toyeme,
Oluwatimilehin

Wade, Jovontae
Warmack, Desmond
Williams, James
Zahoor, Zainab

Zambrano, Giovanni



QUARTER 2 HONOR ROLL

Alexander, Qiara

Butler-Gasper,
Mauryta

Casas Gonzalez, Maria
Fernanda

Coleman, Amarion

Douglas, Kiarria

Allen, Jalen Justin
Clegg, Lemenzo
Estes, Renaya
Figueroa, Alberto
Flores, Briana

Franco Serrano,
Mariana

Alcala, Sebastian
Baker, Semari

Barrera Arango,
Mariana

Bridges, Syesha

Buenrostro, Pablo
Arturo

Chapman, Amillyah

Crawford, Charvis
Cameron

Dixon, Mikyael JaQuez

High Honor Roll:

Seniors

Ford, Alexandria
Ford, Matthew
Garcia, Erick
Huijon, Angel
lvy, Promise

Ivy, Unique

Johnson, Salencia

Leonides, Daisy
Longs, Nephitetti

Osborne, Frederick
Douglass

Perez Salmeron,
Jocelyn

Phyfiher, Errick Lamar

High HonorRoll:

Juniors

Grier, Marnina
Hayden, Kendra
Hernandez, Alexander
Hicks, Mariyah
Holyfield, Semmirria
Hurtado, Karina

Martinez, Alexis

Meza Zambrano, Maria
Paredes, Alejandro
Plascencia, Eduardo

Sanabria Macias, Sharik
Juliana

Shumake, Ciara

Vhora, Fayezaben

High Honor Roll:

Sophomores

Fernandez-Ortiz,
Cassandra

Fourte, Da'Shaun
Antonio

Galan Jr, Geronimo
Garrett, Kentrell
Gomez, Nelly Julissa

Griffin, Adonis
Samuelle

Guido, Maritza

Haywood, China

Ibarra, Adrian

Lewis Houston,
Harmony Patricia

Lewis, Aaliyah Faith

Llugsa Aimara, James
Dacy

Marquez, Dayanara
Martin, Alelia Marie
Mendez-Teran, Yaneli

Molina, Melanie

Randle, Jashawn Omar
Sanchez, Cesar
Scott, Gary
Strickland, Janayia L

Williams Ill, Phillip
Anthony

Williams, Alica

Wallace, Brianna A
Warren, Javonta

Washington-Collier,
Kemauri

Wilson Jr, Jeremy

Pierre-Vil, Anderson
Serrato, Emiliana Ann
Smith, Arayah

Stewart, Marcello
Amari

Winslow, Amare
Witcher, Tiaira

Zambrano,
Leonardo Fabian



* QUARTER 2 HONOR ROLL

Allen, Makayla

Arzu, Naisy

Brown, Gymaria
Bursik, Zara

Cruz, Nayeli
Cunningham, Nataly
Curtis lll, Debbie

Danley, Aaliyah
Dawson, Lamar

Dixon, Keilah
Douglas, Jasmine

Espinosa, Jaelyn

Abraham, Chase
Adams, Tracy Yvette

Anderson, Rashawn
Jalen Maurice

Antoine, Nathan Edson
Browley, Dylan
Edwards, Donnell
Fifer, Daijone

Graves, Darrius Austin

Espinoza, Emiliano

Foster, Xavier Charles
Andre

Galvan Rodriguez,
Jackelyn

Gimm, John

Guijosa, Alison
Harrington, Anissa
Hernandez Parra, Rosa
Hernandez, Stephanie
Ivery, Malik

Lee, lyanna

Lewis, Tresure
Mariscal, Leslie

Martinez, Yarazetd
McCondichie, Nakiyah

Mcghee, Derrick
Miller, Olivia R
Minter, Monese D
Moore, Malik

Ojeda Andrade, Lesly
Oke-Samuel, Abiola

Rodriguez Ferrer,
Jessica

HonorRoll:

Seniors

Jackson, Yaheem

Morales Garcia,
Eduardo

Neal, Saniyah
Ngeumbi, Julius
Paredes, Yesica
Phillips, James Kenneth
Poindexter, Robert

Reyes, Aylin

Rogers, Crishay

Sanchez-Gomez, Arely
A

Shaviers, Makayla
Renay

Steele, Caleb Terrell
Swansey, Meyoh
Thompson, Aaliyah

Turner, Jerell

Santana Escobedo,
Damaris

Simpson, Angelica
Spivey, Asiyana
Vahora, Raafiya
Vasquez, Jimme
Vega, Jasmine
Vera, Noe

Vhora, Ridaben
Walker, Micah
White, lyahna
Williams, Ka'Mya

Tyson, DeMarcus
Kenneth

Vahora, Aazil

Villalobos, Edgar
Eduardo

Williams, Jatyria
Williams, Katrina

Willis, Khalayah Lashae

'@ ﬁi'f Keep up the good work!
§iy



* QUARTER 2 HONOR ROLL

HonorRoll:
Juniors

Arnold, Jaylen Martinez, Ericka Owens, Wade Turner, Alandus
Arredondo, Ikher McGee, Mahkya Ramos, Kathy Jermarion
Arroyo, Pedro McLean, Kristen Randle El, Imani Wallace, Christine
English, Robert McNeal, Eve Richardson Brooks, Williams, Stephina
Hernandez Aldama, Mendoza, Jesus Lakiyah Ciara Wilson-Wade, Jakarta
Marisol Santiago, Bianca Wilson, Jalah

Moore, Joseph
Hill, Cameron Taylor, Lauren Wyre, Diamond

1 NIRRT
t“ e =

HonorRoll: \\§

3 Sophomores
Anderson, Jahonnah Bishop Jr, Antoine L Ferrell, Ariana Ralston, Christian D
Shadae Biurcos, Wendlyn Gimm, Joshua Eddie Ventura, Camila
Arambula, Angelica Brown, Taneasha Hardin, Elise G Washington, Jahquez
Arredondo, Lizbeth Cruz, Oscar Plowden, Aniyah Latrell
Beane, Jahnna Dean, Larry Elizabeth
Arnold, Jadaiah Hill, Demetrius Patino, Jonas Smith, Kaylee
Barbosa, Melani Johnson, Eric Reyes, Elian Taylor, Aaliyah Nichelle
Campbell, Markele King, Cortayvion Roans, Elijah Isaiah Taylor, Azaiah
Clay, Ja Quori C Leflora, Walshawn Romero, Camila Vahora, Mohamad Tahir
Davis, Jocalyn Lyons, Korie Isaiah Romero, Maximiliano Vazquez, Angel
Davis, Shneal Martinez, Santiago Rudolph Conwell, Wiley, Autumn
Diaz, Valarie McGee, Malaysia LaTavian Zuniga, Alexis Ernesto

Harris, Jahleel Morgan, Prezadent San Pablo, Andrea



Wildcat Fieldtrip:

a musical experience

By: Tiana Watson-Dell

A select group of students had an amazing opportunity to go
see the Tony, Grammy, Oliver & Pulitzer prize winning musical called
Hamilton on January 24, 2024. The play was performed at the James
M. Nederlander Theatre in Chicago. For many students, this was a
foreign experience because they have never had the chance to see a
live musical production in person. Hamilton features a book, music,
and lyrics by Lin-Manuel Miranda, who was inspired by a book he
read about Alexander Hamilton. This production features a diverse
cast that tells the story one of America's Founding Fathers through
rap, hip hop, and broadway music.

Students were selected by their teachers to attend as a

= #l reward for displaying positive classroom interactions, good
participation and overall effort. Students and teachers took charter
busses to downtown Chicago and were able to eat lunch at the
Macy's Marketplace food court before the 2 hours and 45 minute
show. Many students reported that they enjoyed the show and this
was a memorable experience for all that attended.

UPCOMING EVENTS

February 2024
February 14th- Happy Valentine's Day!

February 15th- Parent/ Teacher Conferences (5:00 pm- 8:00 pm)
February 16th- Parent/ Teacher Conferences (8:00 am- 11:00 am)
B February 19th- President's Day (No School)

\Lfgﬁ February 20-23- Black History Month Spirit Week

1\-\2 February 22nd- Black History Month Assembly

March 2024
March 4th- Casimir Pulaski Day (No School)
March 8th- End of Quarter 3
March 17th- Happy St. Patrick's Day!
March 22- Teacher Institute Day

March 29- April 5th- Spring Break (No School)



= The TTHS Varsity boys basketball team is on fire this season!
= They are currently 21-3 overall and are ranked #1 in the
Southland basketball standings. Their most recent game
against Kankakee on Juanuary 30th was a nail-biter with a
close score of 59-54, taking home another win!

4 | Stay tuned for more updated results as the season finishes.
| Good luck, boys!

The Boys Varsity Wrestling Team went 7-0 this year in team
competition. They won the regular season Conference. At the SAC
conference tournament, the team had 4 Champions. Ranked Senior
wrestlers Lionel Senior and Qilee Jackson took 1st place. Two
sophomores, Brandon Dumas and Emmanuel Adedeji, took 1st place
also. Adrian Valadez and Taofeeq Amuda took 2nd place. Ryan
Jackson and Avionnae Butler took 3rd place. The Varsity wrestlers
start the IHSA State series at Regionals held at Marist High School on
Saturday, February 3rd. They have several top seeds going into the
tournament.

The Girls Wrestling Team competed in the first
IHSA regionals for girls. They placed 4th out of 37
teams total. They took 7 wrestlers and 6 placed to
advance to the Sectional tournament. Freshman
Gymaria Brown and Senior Keyhanna Phillips took
1st place. Ranked wrestler Jalah Wilson took 3rd
place and hopes to return to the State meet this
year. Sophomore Ariel Woodfin took 3rd place
also. Sionna Stampley took 4th place, and Paige
Martin took 5th place. All will compete in the
Sectional Tournament at Evanston High School on
February 9thand 10th. The team plans on all 6
members making it to the State meet.
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