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PREPARING ALL DISTRICT 205 STUDENTS TO BE COMPETITIVE LEADERS IN OUR GLOBAL SOCIETY
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Board President Robinson, Thornton Principal and Student Board

Members have meeting with Mayor of Harvey and other dignitaries.

 Board President Robinson and Board Member Green with

Congresswoman Kelly.

Board Members, District Administrators and Student Board

Members at Teacher Institute Day.
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It has been a privilege to serve as the Board 

of Education President and member for the 

past four years. There is nothing like serving 

the ever-changing youth of our community. 

We have worked hard to implement many 

innovative programs with the children’s future in 

!"#$%&'()*%+,-%+,.'#).#%+./#(,"0%1"2,%34,..5%
District 205 Board of Education has set policies for the school district 

in accordance with state and federal laws to ensure a quality education 

for all District students. The Board worked to ensure a balanced 

67$2-)%/"),% 8% &9-:;-8'% 058#% "#% 844.'$8#4-%/"),% <-$-'85=% 3)8)-% 8#$%
Local guidelines that includes minimal impact upon successful student 

programs and activities.

 

>"),%),-%800'.985%.?%),-%@.8'$%.?%A$748)".#=%),-%B"()'"4)%CDE%4.!!7#");%
has joined the Thornton Township Academy of Truck and Diesel 

Technology – Powered by Navistar for its grand opening on November 

E=% CDDF*% G89"()8'% H#)-'#8)".#85% I.'0.'8)".#% ./#(% (76("$"8'"-(% 6'8#$%
4.!!-'4"85% 8#$%!"5")8';% )'74J(=% 6'8#$% $"-(-5% -#2"#-(=% HI%@7(% 6'8#$%
school and commercial buses. The Navistar program is great for those 

not privileged to attend a four-year university.

 

K9-'%8%?-/%;-8'(=%"#%844.'$8#4-%/"),%<-$-'85%LGIM@N=%3)8)-%LM-8'#"#2%
3)8#$8'$(OI.55-2-%P-8$"#-((%3J"55(N%8#$%M.485% LB"()'"4)% H!0'.9-!-#)%
Q58#N%27"$-5"#-(%).%"#4'-8(-%),-%'-8$"#2=%/'")"#2=%!8),-!8)"4(=%(4"-#4-=%
4.!!7#"48)".#=% 0'.65-!:(.59"#2=% 8#$% )-4,#"485% 84,"-9-!-#)% 8#$%
application of learning for all college and career-bound students in 

B"()'"4)%CDE=%),-%@.8'$%.?%A$748)".#%,8(%,-50-$%).%"#()855%),-%?.55./"#2%
0'.2'8!(%/"),"#%.7'%4.!!7#");R%G8#.(4"-#4-%Q'.2'8!=%I'"!"#85%S7()"#%
3;()-!%Q'.2'8!=%Q8'85-285OM-285%T(("()8#)%Q'.2'8!=%I.7')%P-0.')"#2O
U-'68)"!%+-4,#.5.2;%Q'.2'8!=%A!-'2-#4;%V-$"485%+-4,#"4"8#% LAV+N%
Q'.2'8!=% Q'-:Q,8'!84;% Q'.2'8!=% I.55-2-% 3)-0:W0% Q'.2'8!=% <"'-%
I8$-)%Q'.2'8!=%8#$%@".0,;("4(%Q'.2'8!*
 

We continue to transform our schools into community learning centers 

"#% 844.'$8#4-% /"),% <-$-'85=% 3)8)-% 8#$% M.485% 27"$-5"#-(% "#% .'$-'% ).%
?84"5")8)-%4.!!7#");%"#9.59-!-#)=%9.57#)--'"(!%8#$%08')#-'(,"0(%/,"4,%
support the education of all students. Working hard to enhance the 

+,.'#).#%+./#(,"0%+-84,"#2%8#$%M-8'#"#2%Q8')#-'(,"0%L+++MQN%"(%.#-%
of the board goals. TTTLP is an organization comprised of District 205 

personnel and representative from each of our K-8 elementary districts.

 

+,-%+,.'#).#%+./#(,"0%1"2,%34,..5%B"()'"4)%CDE%@.8'$%.?%A$748)".#%
issued $50 million of working cash bonds. The purpose of this bond 

"((7-%/8(%).%"!0'.9-%),-%?84"5")"-(%),'.72,.7)%),-%B"()'"4)*% H#%S8#78';%
CDXD% ),-% @.8'$% .?% A$748)".#% 4.!05-)-$% ),-% P-Y7-()% ?.'% Q'.0.(85%
LP<QN%0'.4-((%8#$%+'"8%T'4,")-4)7'-%/8(%,"'-$%8(%),-%B"()'"4)%8'4,")-4)*%
H#%V8'4,%CDXD%),-%@.8'$%.?%A$748)".#%"$-#)"&-$%(-9-'85%0'.Z-4)(%).%6-%
completed from the bond issuance. Additional projects will continue to 

be approved by the Board of Education until the $50 million has been 

obligated.

 

The money from the bond issue has been spent on projects to be 

completed during a time frame. Please pardon our dust as we work 

).%0'.9"$-$%8%6-))-'% 5-8'#"#2%-#9"'.#!-#)% ?.'% ),-%()7$-#)(=%()8[%8#$%
4.!!7#");%.?%+,.'#).#%+./#(,"0%1"2,%34,..5%B"()'"4)%CDE*
 

H#%4.#457(".#=% H%/.75$% 5"J-%).%),8#J%;.7%?.'%855./"#2%!-%).%(-'9-%.7'%
()7$-#)(%8#$%()8[%.?%B"()'"4)%CDE%8#$%H%5..J%?.'/8'$%).%/.'J"#2%45.(-5;%
/"),%.7'%<7)7'-%M-8$-'(%.?%+.!.''./*

3"#4-'-5;=
B8''-#%P.6"#(.#
Board of Education President

GREETING FROM THE 
BOARD PRESIDENT
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Board Members, Interim Superintendent and dignitaries at

annual Senior Student Board Ceremony.

Board President Robinson, Board Member Lawrence and Navistar consultant,

Mr. Dawson present award to Ms. Rampke.

Board Secretary and Board President present award to Student Board 

member.

Board Member Gibbs with Congresswoman Kelly at Thornwood graduation.

>"),% !.'-% ),8#% E=DDD% ()7$-#)(% 8#$% \DD%
?8475);=%()8[%8#$%8$!"#"()'8).'(%B"()'"4)%CDE%
is proud of its role in fostering academic 

and personal success. Our schools are the 

pinnacle of the education system in Thornton 

Township and the epicenter of academic 

'"2.'=%8),5-)"4%0'./-((%8#$%0'.?-((".#85"(!*%

H#%)-'!(%.?%848$-!"4(=%+,.'#).#%+./#(,"0%1"2,%34,..5%B"()'"4)%CDE%
is committed to providing world-class college and career prepatory 

experience that enables our students to compete in a global society. 

This philosophy took root over a decade ago and has expanded 

).% "#457$-% 47''"4758'% 8#$% 0'.2'8!!8)"4% .[-'"#2(% "#% 85!.()% -9-';%
&-5$%.?%()7$;% ?'.!%0'-:0,8'!84;%8#$%-#2"#--'"#2% ).% ),-%&#-%8')(%
8#$% 4.!!7#"48)".#(% /"),% (4"-#4-=% )-4,#.5.2;=% -#2"#--'"#2% 8#$%
!8),-!8)"4(%L3+AVN%/.9-#%"#).%"#()'74)".#%84'.((%),-%47''"4757!*%
+-84,-'(%#./%,89-%8%2'-8)-'%86"5");%).%!--)%),-%#--$(%.?%855%()7$-#)(=%
$"[-'-#)"8)"#2% "#()'74)".#% 68(-$% .#% "#$"9"$785% #--$(% 8#$% 5-8'#"#2%
styles. They also gain the opportunity to connect with students and 

),-"'%?8!"5"-(%.#%8%!.'-%0-'(.#85%5-9-5=%0'.!.)"#2%8%0.(")"9-%,.!-:
school connection. 

A#'"4,!-#)% .00.')7#")"-(=% -])'8% 8#$% 4.:47''"4758'% 84)"9")"-(% 8'-%
"!0.')8#)% "#%+,.'#).#%+./#(,"0%1"2,%34,..5%B"()'"4)%CDE%8#$%.7'%
students participate at high levels. Whether we look at our award-

/"##"#2%8),5-)"4(=%$'8!8=%.'%!7("4%0'.2'8!(=%),-'-%"(%(.!-),"#2%?.'%
every student.   I invite you to see and experience the District 205 

$"[-'-#4-%&'()%,8#$^%+,"(%0765"48)".#%"(%$-("2#-$%).%?8!"5"8'"_-%;.7%
/"),%),-%0'.2'8!(=%0.5"4"-(%8#$%(-'9"4-(%.?%.7'%(4,..5(%8#$%@.8'$%
.?%A$748)".#*%<.'%),-%!.()%47''-#)% "#?.'!8)".#%8#$%#-/(=%'-?-'%).%
the District website at www.district205.net.

B'*%3)84-;%B*%V4S7#J"#(
H#)-'"!%370-'"#)-#$-#)

District 205 continues to excel as one of 

the premier districts in the state. We have 

established programs that cater to the needs 

.?%855%.7'%()7$-#)(=%/,"4,%/"55%0'-08'-%),-!%
to be college and career ready. Over the past 

?-/%;-8'(=%/-%,89-%"!05-!-#)-$%()8)-%.?%),-%
8')%(4"-#4-%586(=%8#%-]4-55-#)%TUHB%0'.2'8!=%
8#$%2'-8)%0'.2'8!(%?.'%.7'%A#25"(,%M8#2782-%M-8'#-'%()7$-#)(=%8#$%
48#$"$8)-%()8)7(%?.'%),-%H#)-'#8)".#85%@8448587'-8)-%0'.2'8!*%<'"$8;%
night football is bringing families together under the new lights at all 

`%(4,..5(%85.#2%/"),%),-%#-/%4.#4-((".#%()8#$(%L),8)%8'-%47''-#)5;%
6-"#2%67"5)*N%B.#a)%?.'2-)%.7'%8/8'$:/"##"#2%68#$=%(0--4,%8#$%)'84J%
0'.2'8!(*%@./5"#2%"(%684J%),"(%?855%?.'%),-%&'()%)"!-%"#%!8#;%;-8'(*

All of this could not be possible without the dedication from the 

)-84,-'(=% 8$!"#"()'8).'(=% ()8[=% 4.!!7#");%8#$%08'-#)(*%>-54.!-%
684J%8#$%2-)%"#9.59-$^

Toni Williams

34,..5%@.8'$%3-4'-)8';

GREETING FROM THE 
INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT

GREETING FROM THE 
BOARD SECRETARY
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34,..5%"!0'.9-!-#)(%"#%B"()'"4)%CDE%,89-%6--#%7#$-'/8;%"#%
the past and continue this year as well. These improvements 

to our schools are designed to upgrade facilities and provide 

a safe and supportive learning environment. The program 

"(% 47''-#)5;% 7#$-'/8;% 8)% 855% B"()'"4)% CDE%1"2,%34,..5(*%>-%
constantly strive to provide the best learning environment for 

our students. 

The renovation of the three high school cafeterias within 

+,.'#).#% +./#(,"0% 1"2,% 34,..5% B"()'"4)% CDE% .447''-$%
simultaneously. Each location had a unique challenge to 

.9-'4.!-=%/,-),-'%8%5./%4-"5"#2%,-"2,)=%8%(-'"-(%.?%4,.00;%
additions or the need for multiple functions to occur within 

the space. A few challenges that all locations shared were 

(5./% 8#$% "(.58)-$% (-'9"#2% 5"#-(=% )"'-$% &#"(,-(% /"),% 0..'%
5"2,)"#2%8#$%8%2-#-'85%584J%.?%4,8'84)-'*%>"),%),-%#-/%$-("2#=%
each space was infused with openness and a personalized 

sense of school spirit. While each school embodied a unique 

0-'(.#85");=% ),-% #-/% &#"(,-(=% &])7'-(% 8#$% -Y7"0!-#)%/-'-%
standardized throughout the district to simplify Operations 

8#$% V8"#)-#8#4-*% 3)7$-#)% @.8'$% V-!6-'(=% 3)8[% 8#$%
T$!"#"()'8)".#%/-'-%"#9.59-$%"#%),-%$-("2#%0'.4-((=%/-"2,"#2%
"#%.#% "((7-(%(74,%8(%(7()8"#86"5");=% ?7#4)".#85");=%(8?-);%8#$%
8-(),-)"4(*% 37()8"#865-% !8)-'"85(% (74,% 8(% 4.7#)-').0(%
made out of recycled milk bottles and composite paper 

!"55/.'J% 08#-5(% /-'-% 7(-$% /,-'-9-'% 0.(("65-*% 3)7$-#)%
@.8'$%V-!6-'(%?'.!%-84,%(4,..5%/.'J-$%).2-),-'%).%(-5-4)%
"#(0"'8)".#85%Y7.)-(%8#$%/.'$(% ?.'% ),-%b30"'")%>855c%8)% ),-"'%
respective schools.

New concession stands are currently in progress at Thornton 

8#$% +,.'#/..$% 1"2,% 34,..5(% 8#$% /"55% ?84"5")8)-% -]4-55-#)%
47().!-'%(-'9"4-%$7'"#2%8),5-)"4%-9-#)(%).%),-%()7$-#)%6.$;=%
alumni and the community at large.

K),-'% 480")85% "!0'.9-!-#)(% "#457$-% 70$8)-$% (4"-#4-% 586(=%
68(-6855% (4.'-6.8'$(% 8#$% -5-98).'(*% G-/% /"#$./(=% 8"':

4.#$")".#"#2=% ()8$"7!% 5"2,)"#2% 8#$% 8% '-#.98)-$% 87$").'"7!%
/-'-%4.!05-)-$%8)%+,.'#).#%1"2,%34,..5*%W0$8)-$%'-()'..!(%
are in the process of upgrades at all three district schools.

 

The Board of Education is committed to providing a state 

of the art facility so our students are equipped to become 

competitive leaders in our global society.

 

IMPROVEMENTS COMING AT 
A RAPID PACE

New Multi-Purpose Room

Renovated Computer Labs
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We live in an increasingly sophisticated world that requires 

an increasingly sophisticated education in order to achieve 

success.

3-0)-!6-'% Xd),% 6-2"#(% ),-% (-4.#$% (4,..5% ;-8'% .?% .7'%
new administration. The administrative team has observed 

8#$% 8((-((-$% .7'% $"()'"4)% 8#$% #./=% /"),% ),-% (700.')% .?%
),-%@.8'$%.?%A$748)".#=% ),-;%/"55% 6-2"#% ).% "!05-!-#)% ),-"'%
058#%).%!8J-%-$748)".#%"#%+,.'#).#%+./#(,"0%1"2,%34,..5%
District 205 better than it was the year before.  Our Interim 

370-'"#)-#$-#)%6-5"-9-(%),8)%(.!-)"!-(%;.7%,89-%).%2.%(5./%
to go fast. Over the past few months her administrative team 

,8(%6--#%!-)"475.7(5;%-98578)"#2%47''"4757!%8#$%"#()'74)".#=%
business operations and student services to improve service 

$-5"9-';% 8#$%!8J-% 8$Z7()!-#)(% ).% "#4'-8(-% -e4"-#4;*% K7'%
8$!"#"()'8)".#%058#(% ).% "!05-!-#)%4,8#2-% "#% ),-% '"2,)%/8;=%
6;%-]058"#"#2%/,8)%/-%8'-%$."#2%8#$%/,;=%8#$% 5"()-#"#2% ).%
),-%0-.05-%/,.%$.%),-%-$748)"#2%"#%.7'%$"()'"4)=%.7'%)-84,-'(*%

+,"(% -$")".#% .?% ),-% B"()'"4)% CDE% f.7'% 34,..5(% !828_"#-%
focuses on some of the improvements and additions the 

Board of Education has approved over the last several years. 

+,-(-% "!0'.9-!-#)(% 8#$% 8$$")".#(% 8'-% 8"!-$% 8)% 8[-4)"#2%
our most important goals – achievement in the classroom 

and preparing all students for competitive college and career 

opportunities. 

The Board recently approved a partnership with the 

I.#(.')"7!% ?.'% A$748)".#% I,8#2-% LIAIN*% IAI% /"55% /.'J%
/"),% ),-% @.8'$% .?% A$748)".#=% 8$!"#"()'8)".#=% ?8475);% 8#$%
community to establish community-based working groups 

that will drive school and district improvement based on data. 

These are the data points that the Board will use to measure 

the progress and success of our district. 

The ultimate goal is to prepare our students for a world 

),8)%'-Y7"'-(% "#4'-8(-$%"#$-0-#$-#)%),"#J"#2=%4'-8)"9");%8#$%
collaboration. The Board of Education wants to teach our 

()7$-#)(%).%'-8$%8#$%),"#J%4'")"4855;=%8(%/-55%8(%0'.9"$-%),-!%
with the tools they need to work together to solve complex 

problems.

We know that strong community support is critical to building 

and sustaining a world class school district. The Board of 

Education invites the community to experience the district 

&'():,8#$%6;%9"(")"#2%.7'%(4,..5(%8#$%!.#").'"#2%),-%B"()'"4)%
205 website – www.district205.net. 

IMPROVEMENTS & ADDITIONS
AIMING AT AFFECTING OUR MOST IMPORTANT GOALS

Thornton’s Renovated Auditorium Under Construction Concession Stands

New Science Labs
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SPECIAL PROGRAMS
District 205 has welcomed new students.  Our district belongs 

).%),-%AI1K%I..0-'8)"9-*%%Q8')%.?%),-%AI1K%Q'.2'8!%"(%8%
2'.70%.?%()7$-#)(=%/,.%8'-%Q1HOUH%LQ,;("485%1-85),%H!08"'-$%
8#$%U"(7855;%H!08"'-$N*%%<.'%!8#;%;-8'(=%),-(-%()7$-#)(%'.$-%
$./#% ).%I'-)-:V.#--%1"2,%34,..5*% % +,-% ?8!"5"-(%.?% ),-(-%
students are grateful that their children now go to Thornwood 

1"2,% 34,..5*% %>-% 8'-% ),8#J?75% ).% ),-% @.8'$% .?% A$748)".#=%
(70-'"#)-#$-#)=% 0'"#4"085(% 8#$% .7'% (0-4"85% -$748)".#%
personnel for their kind and thoughtful action.  

 

H#% 8$$")".#=% +,.'#/..$% 1"2,% 34,..5% (0.#(.'(% XX% 30-4"85%
Olympic events.  One of those events is soccer.  We are so 

0'.7$%).%8##.7#4-%),8)%.7'%()7$-#)=%V"27-5%I8()"55.=%,8(%6--#%
(-5-4)-$%).%058;%.#%),-%(.44-'%)-8!%"#%),-%30-4"85%K5;!0"4(%
>.'5$%g8!-(%).%6-%,-5$% "#%M.(%T#2-5-(=%I85"?.'#"8% "#%S7#-%
CDXE*%I.#2'8)758)".#(%).%V"27-5%8#$%,"(%&#-%4.84,-(*% %>-%
know that they will represent our district well.

30-4"85%Q'.2'8!(%"(%),-%58'2-()%$-08')!-#)%"#%.7'%$"()'"4)*%%>-%
meet the needs of our unique learners by providing services 

in a wide variety of ways.    We are very excited to meet the 

4,855-#2-(%.?%5-8'#"#2%"#%),-%CX()%I-#)7';*%%>-%/"55%6-%5..J"#2%
at each building throughout the year and will be providing 

(#80(,.)(%.?%,./%()7$-#)(%8'-% 5-8'#"#2% "#%bf.7'%34,..5(*c%%
>-%,89-%$-$"48)-$%()8[(%L)-84,-'(=%08'80'.?-((".#85(=%(.4"85%

/.'J-'(=% 0(;4,.5.2"()(=% (0--4,% ),-'80"()(=% .44708)".#85%
),-'80"()(=% #7'(-(% 8#$% 8$!"#"()'8).'(N=% /,.% 4.!!")%
themselves daily to working with students.

+,.'#).#% +./#(,"0% 1"2,% 34,..5% B"()'"4)% CDE% 0'.9"$-(%
services for all students within the district who qualify 

Students in an intellectual disabilities class practice some team-building skills with their paraprofessional Jeanette Vasser.  These students continue to work 

throughout the building as a team.  Their teacher, Missy Fekete, continues to think of ideas to have the students interact with their peers.  You can see this 

class delivering newspapers and assisting with recycling throughout Thornwood High School.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Jennifer Tesar, a special education teacher, works with a student on personal 

safety in the kitchen.  Ms. Tesar teaches her students independent living 

skills, such as cooking, in her kitchen at school.  In District 205, we are 

!"##$%%&'(%"()*+&%,(-.)%/
__________________________________________________________________
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within one or more of the fourteen categories of disability 

$-&#-$%7#$-'%HBAT=%),-%H#$"9"$785(%/"),%B"(86"5")"-(%T4)*%+,-%
fourteen disabilities for which a student can be considered 

-5"2"65-% ?.'% (0-4"85% -$748)".#% (-'9"4-(% 8'-h% T7)"(!=% B-8?:
@5"#$#-((=% B-8?#-((=% B-9-5.0!-#)85% B-58;=% A!.)".#85%
B"()7'68#4-=% 1-8'"#2% H!08"'!-#)=% H#)-55-4)785% B"(86"5");=%
V75)"05-% B"(86"5")"-(=% K'),.0-$"4% H!08"'!-#)=% K),-'% 1-85),%
H!08"'!-#)=%30-4"&4%M-8'#"#2%B"(86"5");=%30--4,%.'%M8#2782-%
H!08"'!-#)=% +'87!8)"4% @'8"#% H#Z7';=% 8#$% U"(785% H!08"'!-#)%
"#457$"#2% @5"#$#-((*% % T% ()7$-#)% /,.% Y785"&-(% ?.'% 8#% HAQ%
LH#$"9"$785"_-$% A$748)".#% Q58#N=% /"),"#% ),-% -5"2"6"5");% 4'")-'"8%
regulated by state and federal mandates will receive services.

District 205 provides a continuum of services based on the 

needs of the individual student with an IEP. An IEP team for 

the student will determine the least restrictive environment 

in which the student can be successful both academically 

and socially.  Along with providing the academic support that 

8% ()7$-#)% #--$(=% (700.')% (-'9"4-(% 8'-% 898"5865-% "#457$"#2%
I.7#(-5.'(=% B-8#(=% G7'(-(=% 3.4"85% >.'J-'(=% 30--4,%
Q8),.5.2"()(=% 34,..5% Q(;4,.5.2"()(% 8#$% K44708)".#85%
+,-'80"()(*%%3)7$-#)(%/"),%$"(86"5")"-(%/"55%'-4-"9-%(-'9"4-(%8(%
determined by the IEP team.

T%)-8!%.?%,"2,5;%)'8"#-$%I.7#(-5.'(=%G7'(-(=%3.4"85%>.'J-'(=%
Q(;4,.5.2"()(=% 30--4,% Q8),.5.2"()(=% I-')"&-$% +-84,-'(%
and Paraprofessionals all provide support to students with 

Individualized Education Plans.

Jennifer Tesar, a special education teacher, works with a student on another 

independent living skill, sewing.  You never know when a button is going to 

+*00("1/((2&(3".4(3$%5()%6'&7%)8()"(%5*%(%5&,(!*7(+67!%$"7("7(%5&$.("37(*)(
adults.
__________________________________________________________________

Students in the autism program under the direction of their teacher, Michelle 

Liberio, learn about sorting the fruits and vegetables that they grew in their 

garden during summer school 2014.  These fruits and vegetables remind all 

of us about healthy eating and nutrition.
__________________________________________________________________

Lisa Zuccolo, a special education teacher, works with a student using an IDEA 

Grant Funded I Pad on a lesson.  Assistive technology really helps motivate 

our students to learn, and more importantly, access the regular curriculum.
__________________________________________________________________

Jennifer Tesar and Thomas Porter look at instructional material with a group 

of students.  You can tell it is the start of school with the students’ anticipation 

of learning on their faces.
__________________________________________________________________
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