
Davison Community Schools
5th Grade U.S. History

Course Outline

● Unit 1: Indigenous Peoples’ Lives in the Americas
● Unit 2: Three Worlds Meet: Early European Exploration
● Unit 3: Colonization
● Unit 4: Road to the Revolution and the Revolutionary War
● Unit 5: Government

Priority Standards

5 – U1.1.3 Describe Eastern Woodland life with respect to governmental and family structures, trade, and their
relationship to the land.

5 – U1.2.2 Use case studies of individual explorers and stories of life in Europe to compare the goals, obstacles,
motivations, and consequences for European exploration and colonization of the Americas. Examples may include
but are not limited to: the economic, political, cultural, and religious consequences of colonization, including who
was impacted.

5 – U1.4.4 Describe the Columbian Exchange and its impact on Europeans, Indigenous Peoples, and Africans.

5 – U2.1.5 Explain the economic, political, cultural, and religious causes of migration to colonial North America.

5 – U2.2.1 Describe Triangular Trade, including:
● the trade routes.
● the people and goods that were traded.
● the Middle Passage.
● the impact on life in Africa.

5 – U2.3.3 Describe colonial life in America from the perspectives of at least three different groups of people.
Examples may include but are not limited to: perspectives of wealthy landowners, farmers, merchants,
indentured servants, laborers, the poor, women, enslaved people, free Africans, and Indigenous Peoples.

5 – U3.1.2 Describe the causes and effects of events such as the Stamp Act, the Boston Massacre, the Boston Tea
Party, and the Intolerable Acts.

5 – U3.1.3 Using an event from the Revolutionary era, explain how British and colonial views on authority and the
use of power without authority differed (views on representative government). Examples may include but are not
limited to: the Boston Tea Party, quartering of soldiers, writs of assistance, the closing of colonial legislatures.

5 – U3.2.1 Describe the advantages and disadvantages each side had during the American Revolution with respect
to military leadership, geography, types of resources, and motivations.

5 – U3.3.3 Explain why the Constitutional Convention was convened and why the Constitution was written.



5 – U3.3.6 Describe the principle of federalism and how it is expressed through the sharing and distribution of
power as stated in the Constitution. Examples may include but are not limited to: the Tenth Amendment,
enumerated powers, reserved powers.

5 – U3.3.8 Describe the rights of individuals protected in the Bill of Rights (the first 10 amendments) to the U.S.
Constitution.


