
GOOD NEWS
EDITION NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 14, 2024

In this edition:

Grandfriends Day

Rotary Student of the Month

SHHS - Current Construction

Early College High School

The Great Oregon ShakeOut

National Principals Month

District Listening Sessions

SHSD Volunteer Application

LEARN
CONNECT
COMMIT

District Mission:

Strengthening Our Community

Through Exceptional Schools

District Vision:

St. Helens School District inspires

all students to learn, connect,

and commit to a thriving future.
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ROTARY STUDENT
OF THE MONTH

M A K A Y L A  H E I N Z

The Columbia County Rotary Club and St. Helens
High School are pleased to honor Makayla Heinz as
the October Rotary Student of the Month. 

Makayla is an exceptional student whose
enthusiasm, kindness, and dedication shine through
in every aspect of her high school journey at St.
Helens High School. 

Makayla’s involvement in various activities and organizations highlights her commitment to making a positive
impact. As a member of the marching band, pep band, wind ensemble, winter guard, and tennis team, she excels
both on the field and in the arts. In addition, her participation in Leadership, National Honor Society, AVID, Self-
Care Club, and Book Club demonstrates her well-roundedness and leadership abilities.

Her passion for service is equally impressive. Makayla has volunteered for major events such as the Seattle to
Portland Bike Race, Hood to Coast Relay, Berry Bright Preschool, and Vacation Bible School. Additionally, she has
gained work experience at Alterations by Heather and B&S Pest Control, proving her versatility and work ethic. Her
best attribute is her kindness, which is evident in her interactions with peers, teachers, and the community.
Outside of her academic pursuits, she enjoys working with ceramics, playing board and card games, being
outdoors, and spending time with friends and family.

Her teachers have high praise for her, noting her hard work, positivity, and dedication. Whether she is leading a
school project, working on her ceramics, or contributing to the SHHS Leadership team or Band, Makayla
consistently goes above and beyond. She has been instrumental in planning the Veteran’s Day Breakfast, and her
energy and ideas have left a lasting impact on the school.

Looking to the future, Makayla plans to attend Northern Arizona University, where she is considering a business
degree or pursuing childhood cancer research studies, although her options remain open. Her dedication to
making a difference in the lives of others is evident in her academic and career aspirations.

For these reasons and more, The Columbia County Rotary Club and St. Helens High School are proud to honor
Makayla as the Rotary Student of the Month. 

Congratulations, Makayla!



C U R R E N T  C O N S T R U C T I O N

Check out the latest progress on the
ongoing construction at St. Helens High

School! This video gives a quick glimpse of
the current work, including new building

updates and improvements that will
enhance the school for students and staff.

https://youtu.be/lscbQSMKBUo?si=8S3A1cX1wZOeA2ob


EARLY COLLEGE
HIGH SCHOOL

VIRTUAL
INFORMATIONAL 

NIGHT

The St. Helens and Beaverton School Districts have partnered together to provide
students the opportunity to earn both a high school diploma and an associate's degree
through the Early College High School Program.

Students participating in this program will still be able to participate in all St. Helens High
School activities, events, OSAA sports, and graduation.

A webpage has been created for prospective St. Helens students and will address the
following information.

      Do You Qualify?
       ECHS Information Night Presentation
      Apply to Portland Community College
      Complete the College Placement Tests
      Obtain a Recommendation
      Application

The Early College High School has created a promotional video using Beaverton High
School students who explain their experiences in this incredible program. You can watch it
HERE!

Interested Students and Parents, please join us for a Virtual Information Session on
Wednesday, October 16, from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. Please fill out this form to get the
meeting information. 

OCTOBER 16, 2024 | 5:30 PM - 6:30 PM

https://echs.beaverton.k12.or.us/academics/st-helens-application
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VknZKlTIXlc
https://email-link.parentsquare.com/ls/click?upn=u001.fXnyRoRrYp-2BOes1zT5H-2F4nGEt7KpwncNNlWdUwWF55-2Fi-2Fr8P31Cle6tYxgwrk9G7-2BjaFovwEjKC4QMcUMmabSKQ4-2FHG6KCzVZWJXL7NWMzTv-2FqrqNdgG6wgXjb-2FjQ-2BZeBU4WCr2LnCXI7ijzAm-2FUdg-3D-3D3TiB_nIw1z4NIpurSvFdgkVLOaPnXjtIIwIETbqer0xc1gORL8EJ4vF6QnuWjMchVqECXlcehhkiiJYdyO330mHXE11Qg1JDYzERNLkOFjY1hVJgzeB2EWukKBpFZ-2BDvLZV3MU2TTAJy0N89PDQywTN1rbWqAfP9ZoOWn-2B1-2BkEkBufCJFkIoJjfTk9EhR0rxffBmmErz8iRjJ6uitw9pHgv5RabXP4VmBsfx8tOtN1rR5onbsah5-2BpuVWrkP2RFIzb5wl36raEbjhmAYg-2B34diKGIvQ-3D-3D




The Great Oregon
ShakeOut

International
ShakeOut Day occurs
on Thursday, October
17, at 10:17 a.m. This is
a day when millions
of people worldwide

will participate in
drills to practice their

response and
evaluate their

preparedness for a
major earthquake.

Learn more at
shakeout.org/oregon.

October 17,
2024

https://ejr7jjrab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00138R4Z4SFAzAxDrRERgUnhi58khzaCelIjHuR5Y7qREicWBVFK4_uYoKYGaxHmxUeBF8WvG-Zvc4MxFHKLAGT9uMjo3DnfvauEJR7abE2aA2hrsWlWxAMg-lAJMo0HL80NX3xit8rxOvZiSqaZ78mx4zFYybj_DgVTZl0aSl3zq4=&c=Y37niP8V2Kdc063N4Z3jkjVCtMzzOV22od50fbo0AY5IhJ2WkMTYuA==&ch=QNJyG_HkDMTruPX-Bp6QqXOjLdvuWlYVj-V81zZErrJR05TDIDTkxQ==


N A T I O N A L  P R I N C I P A L S  M O N T H

KATY WAGNER

St. Helens High School Principal

CRIS GWILLIAM
St. Helens Middle School Principal

MATT LACY
Plymouth High School Principal

MARTIN HEHMAN
St. Helens Virtual Academy Principal

SECONDARY LEVEL



N A T I O N A L  P R I N C I P A L S  M O N T H

MARTINE BARNETT

Columbia City Elementary Principal 

CHERI MARTIN
Lewis & Clark Elementary Principal

ALLYSON DUBUQUE
McBride Elementary Principal

ELEMENTARY LEVEL

N A T I O N A L  P R I N C I P A L S  M O N T H



DISTRICT

LISTENING SESSIONS

OCTOBER 17, 2024
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.
McBride Elementary
2774 Columbia Blvd.  
St. Helens, OR 97051

In our ongoing commitment to actively
engage with the community and gather
meaningful input, the St. Helens School
District will be hosting four district-wide
listening sessions. These sessions offer a
valuable opportunity for you to connect
directly with school district staff in an
open forum.

There will be no set agenda for these
meetings. Instead, they are designed to
be a space where you can discuss any
district-related matters, share your
thoughts, and voice concerns. Your
feedback is invaluable to us, and we
believe that open, honest conversations
will help us serve our students, families,
and community more effectively.

We look forward to collaborating with
you to strengthen our school district, and
we hope you will join us for the second of
these four listening sessions.

JANUARY 16, 2025
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Plymouth High School
470 North 16th Street
St. Helens, OR 97051

MARCH 20, 2025
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

St. Helens High School 
2375 Gable Road

St. Helens, OR 97051

MAY 15, 2025
6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

St. Helens Middle School
354 North 15th Street
St. Helens, OR 97051



Volunteer Application
St. Helens School District

Make a Difference in Your
School Community

APPLY
NOW!

Volunteers can really make a big difference in the educational experience
for our students.  Whether you’re interested in a one-time, one-hour project,
or an ongoing opportunity, we can find something for you!
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3XWi7ZWJoF0nEuUtvacmqvMhUZ3jdtwlBDSHSyFfBRtqWnA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3XWi7ZWJoF0nEuUtvacmqvMhUZ3jdtwlBDSHSyFfBRtqWnA/viewform

