
  

UPCOMING EVENTS >>> 

 

 

 
 

 
 

October 15, 2024 
Family/Teacher Conferences 
4:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
October 17-18, 2024 
No School – State-wide Teacher 
Meetings 
 
October 30, 2024 
Picture Retakes 
 
November 4, 2024 
Murray PACT Meeting 
5:00pm – 6:30pm 
 
November 7, 2024 
End of First Quarter 
 
November 8, 2024 
No School – Professional Day 
 
November 12, 2024 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm – 7:15pm 
 
November 28-29, 2024 
No School – Thanksgiving Break 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pilot School News  
October 11, 2024 | Volume #3 

There is no “normal” way to grieve.  Except for how we each do it.  Author Unknown. 
 
The Murray team and I are still in shock over the news we received about our colleague 
and friend.  I am normally not one that is short on things to say, but at this time I don’t 
feel it would be appropriate for me to fill this cover page with paragraphs of information 
as I am going through my grieving process.  My ask is that we each take a moment to 
gather the memories of Ms. Samia Al-Ahad and reflect on the relationship we each may 
have had with her and the impact she had on those at Murray and those throughout the 
city of Saint Paul and beyond.  She will be dearly missed.  Our Murray community 
appreciates the messages and the offers of support as we navigate this terrible loss. 

 
 

Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Nalepka would like to celebrate Max Jones. Max is doing a 
great job in Algebra! His participation in class and his success every day is amazing! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Dooley would like to celebrate Piper Williamson for overall 
great teamwork and participation in building Life Science Knowledge. Way to go Piper! 

#Pilotprops of the week! Ms. Dooley would like to celebrate Jonathan Sauer for 
perseverance in Life Science class, and always giving it his all, even through 
injuries. 
 

Your Co-Pilot, 

 
Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 
 

 

 Athletics 
 

Winter Sports: Boys’ Basketball, Girls’ 
Basketball, & Wrestling 
 
Registration opens Monday, October 
14th! 
 
Please register on RSchool 

 rSChool Today registration form link 
 

 

Spiritweek 
 
October 14th – Pajama Day, October 15th – Pink Out, October 16th – School Dance 
 

Murray Middle Dance - Class Registration v3.0 - Saint Paul Public Schools 

(rschooltoday.com) 
 

Picture Day 
 
•School Pictures are Ready! 
 
View and order at 
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login 
 

• MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

• Event Code: FE202524 

https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://spps-ar.rschooltoday.com/
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/562/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/562/program_id/70
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login


  

Staff Spotlight 

 
 

Hello Murray Community! 
 
My name is Justine Revermann, and I am 
one of the school counselors at Murray 
Middle School. I am very excited to be 
returning to the Murray team and 
community for my 4th year as a school 
counselor here! As one of the counselors 
at Murray, I primarily support students with 
last names A-L. I work to support all 
Murray students in social/emotional areas, 
academics, and future planning. Students 
will see me in groups, individually, or in 
classroom/large group lessons. 
 
I graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin-Stout with my master’s degree 
and license in School Counseling. Prior to 
that, I attended the College of Saint 
Benedict and Saint John’s University 
where I earned my bachelor’s degree in 
Psychology while also studying Exercise 
Science and Sport Studies. In addition to 
my counseling role, I coach volleyball at 
Como Park High School! 
 
When I am not at school, I enjoy spending 
time with my friends and family. I have ten 
nieces and nephews that keep me busy 
and very entertained. I also enjoy traveling, 
with my favorite place I’ve traveled being 
Italy. I love sports and am a resilient and 
loyal Minnesota sports fan. 
 
I can be reached at 
justine.revermann@spps.org or 651-744-
7130. The Murray counseling web page is: 
https://murray.spps.org/student-
info/counselors 
 
I am very proud to be a part of Murray 
Middle School and look forward to 
continuing to work as a part of this 
community. Go Pilots! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade 

 
Science with Mr. Chase: 
In 6th grade we've been working on lab 
skills and how to use the equipment 
safely and keeping our lab space clean. 
Our goal is to have students working 
together to drive their science thinking 
forward in a safe, respectful, and 
responsible way.  

 

 
 

Seventh Grade 

 
Science with Ms. Dooley: 
The Life Science students are continuing 
their studies of chemical reactions.  They 
have already used investigations to find 
the active ingredients in bath bombs and 
are now figuring out the gas in the 
bubbles.  They are learning general 
science concepts such as using 
properties of matter to determine 
substances, density, and conservation of 
mass. 

 
Social Studies with Ms. Newman 
and Ms. Pfeiffer: 
In American Studies, 7th graders have 
begun thinking and doing the work of 
historians. We have been focusing on 
what history is, why it is important, and 
which stories are being told. Currently, 
we are studying the US Civil War and 
exploring multiple perspectives as we 
learn. 

 
Our goals for the year include 
understanding absent narratives, multiple 
perspectives, researching primary and 
secondary sources to learn what 
happened and how it has impacted us 
today. 
 

Eighth Grade 

 
Math with Mr. Hayden: 
Integrated Math is diving a little bit 
deeper to include properties of 
exponents and writing numbers in 
scientific notation at the end of their unit, 
whereas Algebra students are closing out 
their first unit by learning how to generate 
equivalent expressions using properties 
of algebra and evaluating algebraic 
expressions. 

 
 

 

 
 

In both classes, Integrated Math 1 and 
Algebra 1, our first unit was about real 
numbers. Students from both classes 
learned a variety of topics related to this 
including how to convert repeating 
decimals to fractions (some students 
even discovered some very helpful tricks 
and shortcuts to accomplish this!), how to 
determine if a number is rational or 
irrational, how to approximate square 
roots using perfect squares and more.  
 
Science with Mr. Chase and Ms. 
Dooley: 
The 8th graders are deep into their forces 
and energy studies.  They have used 
investigations to link changes in speed 
and mass to changes in energy and how 
energy affects forces.  Next steps are 
looking at all elements within a system 
that affect inputs and outputs of energy. 

 
One way to communicate with all 
students is in a science circle, where 
students drive the discussion and 
participate in dialogue regarding the 
science concepts we are studying. In this 
class students were sharing their 
questions regarding collisions and the 
forces that cause them. It is the concept 
we are studying in 8th grade.  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org


  

Counselors Corner 
Counselors 
Here are a few announcements from our counseling team. As a reminder, here is our contact information: 

• Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org - 651-744-7130: Student last names A-L 

• Ms. Stephanie Lee - stephanie.lee@spps.org - 651-744-3600: Student last names M-Z 

Community mental health resources: 

• Ramsey County Children’s Mental Health Collaborative: (800) 565-2575 
o -  En Español: https://www.rccmhc.org/espanol 

• Ramsey County Youth Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7878 

•   Ramsey County Adult Mental Health Crisis Team: 651-266-7900 
• Call CRISIS (274747) from anywhere in MN to reach the local County crisis team 
•  Crisis Text Line: Text Hello to 741741 
• National Suicide Prevention Line: 1-800-273-TALK (8255) 
• Trevor Project: Text Start to 678678 or call 1-866-488-7386, chat here 

Schoology support (check attached PDF): 

• Here is the link to a webpage that has tutorials about how families can access and use Schoology and 
Campus: https://www.spps.org/about/departments/infinite-campus/campus-parent-information 

• Direct link to schoology tutorial: 
• https://youtu.be/f6-FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANm6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA 

 

Tutoring? 

-  We’ve had many questions about inquiries about tutoring. At this time, there is no organized or specific 
tutoring resource within the school day at Murray Middle School. While we have interventions and 
academic support, we do not have specific tutoring resources at this time 

-  Here are some resources outside of the school building that we have found for families to utilize: 

Resource Name Location/How to Access 

Homework Centers at the Libraries List of Locations and Hours found here: https://sppl.org/homework/ 

Brainfuse HelpNow 
Brainfuse App with St. Paul Library Card - go here to download app: 
https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/ 
Live Tutoring everyday 1-11:00pm ● English and Spanish 

 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:stephanie.lee@spps.org
https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/
https://www.spps.org/about/departments/infinite-campus/campus-parent-information
https://youtu.be/f6-FofTJESE?list=TLGGx1ANm6Za9gUzMDA5MjAyNA
https://sppl.org/homework/
https://sppl.org/resources/homework-help/


  

 

Counselors Corner  
Backpacks/school supplies 

• If you or your student are in need of a backpack or basic school supplies, please let a counselor know and we can 
get some supplies or a backpack for your student!  

Every Meal 
At Murray Middle School, we are excited to partner with Every Meal to offer a food bag program:  

• Free for all families & no qualifications required 

• Students and/or families can pick up food from the Murray food pantry - in the main office 

• Every Meal does not collect information from families; privacy is protected 

• Please contact Justine Revermann - Justine.Revermann@spps.org, 651-744-7130 or Stephanie Lee -
 Stephanie.Lee@spps.org or 651-744-3600 to participate or for more information. 

QR Code to sign up for EveryMeal Food Pantry so your student can pick up food items:  
Link here (same as QR Code): https://forms.gle/pAAq1HtTZxXNCm8cA  

 
Student GSA 

• Murray will be starting a GSA (Gender Sexuality Alliance) to create a safe space for LGBTQ+ students and allies to 
celebrate and talk about LGBTQ+ topics, events, and activities 

• Student sign up 
 https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfly_njDkto4hquzQaHyGg8N90VkBoju7Kq6hZ7b1LxJiGnWg/viewform 

Therapy/counseling services with ChangeInc 

• If you are interested in your child seeing our school-based Mental health therapist, Ms. Sarah Beam, through our 
partnership with Change Inc, please contact your child’s school counselor. Sarah is at Murray every day and can 
have therapy appointments during the school day! She has an informational flier included in this newsletter. Please 
connect with a counselor or social worker to put in a referral for your child to work with Sarah, or to talk more about 
therapeutic options. 

 

mailto:Stephanie.Lee@spps.org
https://forms.gle/pAAq1HtTZxXNCm8cA
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfly_njDkto4hquzQaHyGg8N90VkBoju7Kq6hZ7b1LxJiGnWg/viewform


  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

 
 
[ENGLISH] 

PARENT’S RIGHT TO KNOW TEACHER AND PARAPROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS 
Under the Every Student Succeeds Act, parents have the right to request information regarding the professional 
qualifications of their student’s classroom teachers and paraprofessionals. Parents who would like to receive this 
information should write to the Human Resource Department, Attn: ESSA Teacher Qualifications, Saint Paul Public 
Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299.  You have the right to ask for the following information about 
each of your child’s classroom teacher(s). 

▪ Information about whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and 
subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction; 

▪ Information about whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state 
qualification or licensing criteria have been waived; 

▪ Information about whether the teacher is teaching (subjects or content) in which proper certification is held by the 
teacher. 

▪ Information about whether the child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

  
  
[HMONG] 

NIAM TXIV MUAJ CAI PAUB TXOG COV XIB FWB QHIA NTAWV 
Raws li txoj cai Every Student Succeeds Act, cov niam txiv muaj cai nug kom paub txog cov xib fwb qhia ntawv uas qhia 
ntawv rau lawv tus me nyuam thiab cov neeg uas pab tus xib fwb qhia ntawv seb lawv txawj thiab kawm ntawv siab npaum 
li cas.  Cov niam txiv uas xav paub txog tej li hais no muaj peev xwm sau tau ntawv mus rau Human Resource department, 
Attn: ESSA Teacher Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Nej muaj 
cai nug txog cov nram qab no ntsig txog nej tus me nyuam tus xib fwb qhia ntawv. 

▪ Kev qhia seb tus xib fwb txawj npaum li cas thiab puas muaj lai xee qhia ntawv raws li lub xeev txoj cai los qhia qib 
ntawv ntawd thiab qhia yam uas nws qhia. 

▪ Kev qhia seb puas yog tus xib fwb ntawd los qhia rau lub caij maj ceev es thiaj li tsis tag txawj txawj thiab muaj lai 
xee raws li lub xeev txoj cai los tau. 

▪ Kev qhia seb tus xib fwb puas qhia yam uas nws muaj ntawv pov thawj los qhia. 
▪ Kev qhia seb tus me nyuam puas tau txais kev pab los ntawm cov pab tus xib fwb (paraprofessional). Yog tau no 

lawv txawj thiab kawm ntawv siab li cas. 

  
  
[SOMALI] 

Xuquuqda ay Waalidku u leeyihiin inay Ogaadaan Macluumaadka Macallimiinta iyo Shaqaalaha Kale 
Sida uu qabo qaanuunka loo yaqaanno "Every Student Succeeds Act" oo micne ahaan ah “Qaanuunka Guusha Arday 
Walba”, waalidiintu waxay xaq u leeyihiin inay codsan karaan macluumaad ku saabsan xirfadda macallimiinta iyo 
shaqaalaha kale ee carruurtooda wax bara. Waalidiinta raba inay helaan macluumaadkan, qoraal ha u soo diraan qaybta 
shaqaalaynta mas'uulka ka ah oo la dhaho Human Resource Department. Codsigaaga halkan ku soo hagaaji: Attn: ESSA 
Teacehr Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Waxaad xaq u 
leedahay inaad codsato macluumaadkan hoose ee ku saabsan macallimiinta ilmahaaga wax bara: 

▪ In macallinka ama macallimaddu buuxiyeen shuruudaha maadada iyo fasalka ay dhigayaan la xiriira ee uu gobolku 
ka rabo islamrkaana khibrad u leeyihiin maadada ay barayaan. 

▪ In macallinka ama macallimaddu haystaan oggolaansho ku meel gaar ah inta ay soo buuxinayaan shuruudihii laga 
rabay ee dhinaca wax barista iyo in laga qaaday ama laga fasaxay shuruudahaas hadda. 

▪ In macallinka ama macallimaddu ay barayaan maaddooyinka ay u haystaan shatiga islamarkaana takhasuska u 
leeyihiin. 

▪ In uu ilmahaagu helo kaalmada macallin-kalkaaliye, iyo weliba nooca waxbarashada kalkaaliyahaas. 

 



  

 

[SPANISH] 

LOS PADRES TIENEN DERECHO A CONOCER LAS CALIFICACIONES DE MAESTROS Y 
PARAPROFESIONALES 
Bajo el acta Cada Estudiante Triunfa, los padres tienen derecho a solicitar información sobre las credenciales 
profesionales de los maestros del salón de su niño y paraprofesionales. Los padres que deseen recibir esta información 
deben escribir al Departamento de Recursos Humanos (Human Resources Department), Attn: ESSA Teacher 
Qualifications, Saint Paul Public Schools, 360 Colborne Street, Saint Paul, MN 55102-3299. Usted tiene derecho a 
preguntar la siguiente información de cada uno de(los) maestro(s) del salón de su niño: 

▪ Información sobre si el maestro cumple con las credenciales y licencias del estado para los grados y asignaturas 
que enseña; 

▪ Información sobre si el maestro está enseñando con una licencia de emergencia o provisional, por la que el estado 
lo ha eximido de los requerimientos de credenciales o criterios para obtener la licencia. 

▪ Información sobre si el maestro está enseñando (asignaturas o contenido) en la cual tiene una certificación 
apropiada. 

▪ Información sobre si el niño recibe servicios de paraprofesionales, y si sus calificaciones. 

  

  
[KAREN] 

 
 



  

 



  

 
 


