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John Burroughs students, parents, faculty and support staff,

| am honored and excited to extend a warm Burroughs Bears welcome to all of you as your Principal for
the 2024-2025 school year. It is with great enthusiasm that | get to lead this incredible educational
community and have the opportunity to work with such a dedicated faculty, support staff, caring
parents, and especially our talented student body.

My journey in the Burbank Unified School District started 42 years ago as a kindergartener at Thomas
Edison Elementary School. Then promoted to Dolores Huerta Middle School (previously David Starr
Jordan Junior High) and graduated from John Burroughs High School. After college, | quickly returned to
BUSD, where | spent many great years as a campus supervisor and a walk-on coach. My journey into
teaching started as a substitute teacher. | then became a full-time faculty member at Dolores Huerta
Middle School (then David Starr Jordan Middle School) teaching Physical Education. While teaching, my
educational leadership led me to thrive as a department chair, faculty chair, and ASB advisor.

After almost a decade of teaching, | made the move to administration. Since then, | have been a Title |
coordinator, an Assistant Principal of Discipline, Attendance, Athletics, Activities, Facilities, Guidance,
Mental Health, Special Education, Curriculum and Instruction, and a Middle School Principal. The past
few years, | have dedicated my professional development within Burbank Unified Schools to learning
and improving our Instructional Strategies, Interventions, Special Education Services, and Mental Health
programs as well as working hands-on with the Instructional Master Schedule creating rigorous yet
attainable class offerings for all students. As an administrator, my strengths are my open-door problem-
solving style, my ability to listen carefully and find compromise, my knowledge of the schools and the
district, and my ability to work amicably in any situation. The mission | set for myself each year is to send
our senior class off to college equipped with diverse perspectives, strengths, and ambitions; to create a
community of students who will challenge and support each other along their common journey through
education.

As the leader of John Burroughs High School, | am excited to continue building strong relationships and
bridging the gap in equity, diversity, and inclusion. | will use consistent communication and listening to
what our students need. | will be diligent in safeguarding every child in this learning environment. | will
continue to advocate for all students no matter their disability, gender, gender identification, gender
expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or association with a person with
one or more of these characteristics. My goal is to ensure that every student who enters through our
doors receives the highest quality education, supported by a caring and nurturing environment that
promotes their growth and well-being. | strongly believe that education is a partnership, and together,
we can create an environment where each student can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally.



| truly enjoy the challenges of education, working with a team of administrators, teachers, counselors,
support staff, parents, students, and stakeholders alike. | am committed to fostering a culture of
continuous improvement, where we embrace innovation, adapt to new challenges, and provide our
students with the skills they need to succeed in an ever-changing world. | will work closely with our
dedicated faculty and support staff to ensure that our teaching practices are evidence-based, engaging,
and tailored to meet the diverse needs of our students.

To our students, | want to emphasize that you are the heart of our school. | am here to support you,
inspire you, and help you discover your unique talents and passions. | look forward to getting to know
every one of you, celebrate your achievements, and guide you toward a bright future.

Faculty, support staff, families, and students, please remember that my door is always open. | sincerely
welcome conversation and input. | am here to listen, support, and serve our school community to the
best of my abilities. Moreover, | can’t wait to celebrate our collective successes during the 2024-2025
school year.
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GO BEARS

“I've missed more than 9000 shots in my career. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, I've been trusted to take the game winning shot and
missed. |'ve failed over and over and over again in my life. And that is why | succeed.” Michael Jordan


http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/16823.Michael_Jordan

