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Pittsburgh Pioneer Education Center Unveils New Aquatic Therapy Pool:
A Milestone in Enhancing Student Well-Being Through Specialized
Aquatic Therapy

Pittsburgh, PA - October 11, 2024- The Pittsburgh Pioneer Education Center proudly unveiled its
newest addition—a state-of-the-art therapy pool designed to provide essential aquatic therapy
services to students with multiple disabilities. This significant milestone was celebrated with a
ribbon-cutting ceremony, symbolizing the school’s ongoing dedication to student well-being and
academic achievement. Staff, students, families,
community members, and District leadership
gathered on Wednesday to commemorate the
momentous occasion, 14 years in the making.

The new therapy pool, funded by Elementary
and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER)
funds, is a vital resource designed to provide
specialized aquatic therapy for students. With
the capacity to accommodate up to four
individuals at a time, it stands as one of only
three such facilities in the region—and the only
one offered by a public school. This pool will - /
deliver essential therapeutic interventions for some of the District’s most vulnerable students.

Superintendent Dr. Wayne Walters, who attended the event, expressed his enthusiasm for this
significant milestone, stating, "This new aquatic therapy pool represents a tremendous leap
forward in our ability to meet the diverse needs of our students. | am filled with excitement for
the many students who will benefit from it in the years to come. | look forward to celebrating
with you all again when we witness the positive impact this pool will have on the lives of our
students."

Proud Pittsburgh Pioneer mom Kelly Luhn also spoke at the event, highlighting the profound
impact the new therapy pool will have on students. "Some of these children have never had the
chance to be in a pool before. They've never had the opportunity to get in the water, feel it on
their bodies, and use it to help them develop. Maybe to grow stronger, learn balance, how to
stand up, and maybe even how to walk," she shared, underscoring the pool's potential to
transform lives.
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For over 50 years, Pittsburgh Pioneer Education Center has provided exceptional care for
medically fragile students within Pittsburgh Public Schools and surrounding districts. The
pandemic highlighted the critical need for in-person therapy, with many students experiencing
skill loss due to the absence of regular sessions. This new facility will help address that gap,
offering life-changing therapeutic services right on campus.

Chief Operations Officer Michael McNamara praised the collaborative effort behind the project,
stating, "The remarkable work completed here at Pioneer is a testament to the dedication and
expertise of our partners. Special thanks go to Graves Design Group, Acorn Contracting, Sargent
Electric, First American Industries, East-West Mechanical, and our entire Facilities Department
for bringing this vision to life. Their contributions have ensured that this pool will provide
essential services to generations of students in need."

In addition to the pool, the ceremony 5\% !
featured the unveiling of a beautiful £
mural created by Pioneer’s art
teacher, Sue Carlin. The artwork
celebrates the resilience, creativity,
and spirit of the Pioneer community.

Board President Gene Walker, along
with other district and community
leaders, also attended the event,
emceed by Principal David Lott, to
celebrate this important moment for
Pittsburgh Pioneer Education Center
and the students it serves.

To view the event visit: https://vimeo.com/1018305826?share=copy#t=0.
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