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On the sunny Saturday morn-
ing of September 7th, each choir 
in the John Burroughs High School 
VMA put on fantastic performanc-
es as a part of their annual Pancake 
Serenade. Though it was almost 
one hundred degrees out, they still 
managed to stun audiences with 
sneak previews of their Burroughs 
on Broadway sets, fundraise for the 
rest of this year, and serve some 
fantastic pancakes!

The show began with Sound 
Waves, Burrough’s mixed interme-
diate choir. They started the show 
out with “Danza,” a classical piece 
that will be included as a part of 
their larger classical set performed 
at the VMA’s Fall Festival later this 
year. “Guys and Dolls,” their sec-
ond song, off ered audiences a pre-
view for their BOB set of the same 
name. Originally opening in 1950, 
Sound Waves is eager to bring a 
fun, new take to this classic show 
this October.  

Decibelles, the treble interme-
diate choir, then sang two of their 
own songs. Along with their clas-
sical piece “Take Me to the Water,” 
Decibelles sang “Start of Some-
thing New,” from High School 
Musical. Upon hearing that title, 
many immediately may think of 
the 2006 Disney Channel Original 
Movie of the same name, but few 
remember that “High School Musi-
cal” was also adapted for the stage 
in 2007. After years of it being a 
favorite of both teachers and stu-
dents alike, Mr. Jennings is excited 
for this show to fi nally be a part of 
Burroughs on Broadway this year.

The VMA’s award winning 
mixed advanced choir Powerhouse 
was up next performing two piec-
es. The fi rst was a classical piece 
called “Lady in the Water,” that, in 
typical Powerhouse fashion, blew 
audiences away with its chilling 
harmonies. The other piece was 
“Merano,” a song from the 1986 
West End and then Broadway hit, 
Chess. Featuring soloists Clem-
entine Toronto and Evan Baker, 
who play the roles of Florence and 
Freddie respectively, this song ex-
cited audiences for Powerhouse’s 
anxiously awaited Burroughs on 
Broadway set.  

After Powerhouse, the VMA’s 
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two a cappella groups each per-
formed one song. Muses, made up 
of members of Sound Sensations, 
performed a cover of Paramore’s 
“Ain’t it Fun,” with soloists Jadyn 
Daroya. Powerhouse’s a cappella 
group NeoChromatics followed 
with a dazzling cover of “Dyna-
mite” by Taio Cruz featuring solo-
ist Silas Schulz. You can fi nd Neo-
Chromatics performing all around 
Burbank, so make sure to follow 
their social media and check them 
out if you’re interested!

Sound Sensations, Burroughs’ 
all female advanced choir, closed 
out the show with their two songs. 
At Burroughs on Broadway in 
October, Sound Sensations will 
be performing selections from the 
seminal Broadway classic 42nd 
Street. Though their Pancake Ser-
enade performance didn’t include 
all of the tap dancing and theatrics 
the real show will include, Sound 
Sensations still wowed audiences 
with their performance of, “Lulla-
by of Broadway.” 

In between the performances 
by each of the choirs, members 
of Powerhouse performed solos 
of their choice. From Eli Romsa’s 
soothing performance of Ella Fitz-
gerald’s “Misty” to Lana Dadeki-
an’s show-stopping performance of 
“Dyin’ Ain’t so Bad” from Bonnie 
and Clyde, each performer brought 
their own unique twist to these al-
ready impressive songs, making 
this show one of the most enjoy-
able to date.  

Even though the students are 
talented beyond belief, the real 
star of the show will always be 
the delicious pancakes. The pan-
cakes served that morning were 
generously made by VMA parent 
volunteers from the homemade 
buttermilk pancake recipe that 
was once used by Barron’s Family 
Restaurant. Both the regular and 
junior portions included pancakes, 
sausages, orange juice, and coff ee 
kindly provided by the Ugly Mug 
here in Burbank. 

Pancake Serenade is a unique 
show because it is much more ca-
sual than the other JBHS VMA 
performances. Unlike Burroughs 
on Broadway or Pop Show, this 
production is just in the MPR and 
includes a lot more of the JBHS 
choir director Brendan Jennings 

talking to the audience and fi lling 
pancake-eaters in on each choir’s 
progress at this point in the year. 
For example, each choir began 
their section of the show with a few 
vocal warm ups that they do each 
day in class. While some were just 
fun phrases to practice diction like 
“Peter Piper picked a peck of pick-
led peppers…” others showed off  
the music theory skills of the stu-
dents. For example, Sound Waves 
sang a scale harmony, something 
each choir class has been working 
on to familiarize themselves with 
the more technical aspects of sing-
ing chorally like the modal scales. 

Not only is Pancake Serenade a 
performance to show off  student’s 
hard work, but it is also a huge 

fundraiser. The money from the 
pancakes and merchandise sold 
all goes directly back into the pro-
gram. This money goes to helping 
support the wide-ranging eff orts 
of the VMA as a whole in regards 
to their shows, competitions, trav-
el, enrichment opportunities, and 
more. 

All in all, this show was a prom-
ising start for the rest of this year. 
With some of the most classic and 
most modern shows all in one, you 
will not want to miss Burroughs on 
Broadway this fall. Due to popular 
demand, BOB will now be over 
two weekends, so make sure to see 
it on October 24, 25, or 26, or on 
November 2 or 3! 
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This is the offi  cial newspaper of John Burroughs High School, created by Journal-
ism students. Opinions expressed are those of the bylined writers and do not rep-
resent the views of the Burroughs faculty or staff  or the Burbank Unifi ed School 
District.
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On Friday, September 13, John 
Burroughs’ Stagecraft class hosted 
the fi rst dance of the school year, 
the Blacklight Dance. It was truly 
an unforgettable night and some-
thing needed after the fi rst few 
weeks of being back at school. 

The dance was held in the small 
gym and decked out in decorations 
to enhance the blacklight eff ect. 
While the dance had similar char-
acteristics to the other school danc-
es that are held throughout the year, 
it did feel a lot more immersive. 

Stagecraft was able to turn the 
modest small gym into a glowing, 
neon wonderland. There were UV 
lights all over and attendees wore 
white or light-colored clothing to 
make themselves glow. Glow-in-
the-dark items were sold at the 
event to create an even more vi-
brant, lively atmosphere. 
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Senior, Eli Vice, who’s also in 
the Stagecraft class, served as the 
live DJ for the event and didn’t fail 
to keep people on their feet with 
his Rap, Pop, and EDM music se-
lections. 

Stagecraft Senior, Sarah 
Bishoff , said “The Blacklight 
Dance was a lot of fun. Setting up 
a dance was very diff erent from our 
usual set builds but I enjoyed every 
moment of it and being able to let 
our creative minds get to work on 
decorating. It was also so great to 
be able to invite people not a part 
of Tech Crew to an event where 
we can all have an amazing night 
together.” 

The Blacklight Dance was 
something a lot of people hadn’t 
heard of during their years at John 
Burroughs and that was because it 
was discontinued fi ve years ago. 

This event used to be run by 
both ASB and Stagecraft but this 

year Stagecraft decided to run solo. 
Stagecraft student president, Riley 
Johnson, had the idea of bringing 
back the yearly tradition in the 
hope of allowing people to have a 
memorable night while also raising 
funds to support the people behind 
the magic that happens on stage at 
Burroughs' shows. 

If the word Stagecraft or Tech 
Crew is something that doesn’t 
sound familiar to you, maybe a 
description would help. If you’ve 
ever been to a show, you’ve more 
than likely seen a few familiar 
faces dressed in all black sitting 
at those high-tech-looking setups 
in the auditorium or maybe pacing 
around grabbing props off  stage 
or setting up microphones. That’s 
the Stagecraft class. Stagecraft 
does both the big and small things 
that help make our productions so 
known. Being able to provide all 
these things is unfortunately not as 

easy as you think. Funds must be 
made to be able to aff ord the cost of 
things like equipment, tools, sets, 
and much more. 

Countless hours and hard work 
are spent trying to make sure the 
needs of all departments like VMA, 
IMA, Drama, and Dance are being 
fulfi lled and also making sure you 
get to see the best production. 

The dance was a hit which they 
are so grateful for but they are hop-
ing it can reach a bigger audience 
in future years. 

So much hard work was put 
into this dance and Stagecraft is so 
glad the funds made from it will go 
not just towards the class but to all 
shows you go see. 

Stagecraft has many other fun 
events planned and is hoping they 
can be as successful. 

If you attended the Dance, 
spread the word about how it was 
and go to future events.

P :  J  S
Welcome back Bears! The Paw 

Print is back in full swing. With 
a bunch of things happening this 
school year, with new teachers 
and new classes there is something 
really exciting. There is potential 
to have free buses for BUSD stu-
dents!

This potential idea would be 
such a positive for BUSD students. 
This article will give you the full 
timeline on the process of this pro-
gram and what we need to do to 
push this agenda forward. 

This is a cool new program. We 
were lucky enough to speak with 
Nathan Adair who gave us some 
really useful information about 
this cool new program. Adair also 
noted that Andre Dionysian really 
spearheaded this initiative and is a 
key member of Burbank's Trans-
portation Commission. 

Adair gave us insight on how 
this whole operation started. He 
noted that on May 22nd, 2024 the 
Transportation Commission re-
ceived this report from the city on 
these “Go Passes” that we could 
off er and decided to recommend 
that the city allocate funds for the 
program.

 The program would ultimately 
cost about $100,000. The proposal 
was that the City of Burbank would 
supply BUSD with about $40,000 
and the remaining $60,000 could 
be obtained by BUSD through a 
federal grant.

This would essentially provide 
Go Passes to BUSD students at no 
charge to the school district. The 
Go Passes would be such a posi-
tive addition to provide to BUSD 
students.

The City Council thankfully 
agreed with this suggestion and 
ultimately decided to go through 
with it. Unfortunately the BUSD 
administration decided not to go 

forward with applying to be a part 
of the Go Pass program.

BUSD stated that they didn't 
see any desire from students' par-
ents so they didn't want to waste 
money and time creating the pro-
gram. 

But on August 13 the City 
Council tried to implement at least 
parts of the program. The parts that 
they had control over. 

They will allow any middle 
and high school students with a 
valid ID onto Burbank Buses free 
of charge and they will enroll the 
Burbank Bus system in the Go Pass 
program. 

Unfortunately, this second 

action will not have an eff ect on 
BUSD but it will allow students 
with Go Passes from neighboring 
cities like Glendale, North Holly-
wood, etc. to use Burbank Buses 
free of charge. 

Of course this is a huge step 
forward but the brains behind this 
operation are still striving to push 
for more. They are continuing to 
push to see if they can get Go Pass-
es rolled out for all BUSD students.

 There are two main components 
needed in order to accomplish this 
goal. One being the BUSD Admin-
istration team needs to hear from 
students/parents who are excited to 
get and use Go Passes. The second 
thing the district needs to do is fi ll 
out a "transportation plan" which 
is their application for the federal 
funding. 

This is not only a great oppor-
tunity for BUSD students but for 
parents as well. The BUSD Admin-
istration team should really discuss 
this topic and push this agenda 
forward. Helping our communi-
ties' parents and students should  
always be a primary goal. 

If you are also intrigued by this 
topic feel free to contact Nathan 
Adair or Andre Dionysian with any 
questions or concerns!
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The new Anthropology class 
delves into human evolution theo-
ry, genetics, variation, and compar-
ative studies of common ancestors 
such as primates. 

This class was started this year 
for students who are interested in 
and curious about human evolu-
tion. 

The skills that you can gain 
from this class are lab experience 
and a deeper knowledge of the his-
tory of humanity. 

The class is dual-enrollment 
with Los Angeles Valley College 
and counts for college credit. 

The LAVC instructor is Jessica 
Proctor and it takes place in Mrs. 
De La Torre’s classroom, room 
number 1232 for 5th period only. 

Human evolution is a complex 
and fascinating topic and the new 
Anthropology class could help you 
enter this engaging scientifi c world 
of our past and what it means to be 
human. If you enjoy history and 
science, then this class could be for 
you!

Upcoming topics for this class 
include diving into the cultural 
signifi cance of our evolution and 
behavior, why humans have cer-
tain physical characteristics based 
on where they evolved, what bones 
and artifacts reveal about ancient 
society, and even primate behavior 
and how it connects with ours.

Many think that it’s wonderful 
that John Burroughs High School 
has begun to implement this new 
form of dual enrollment classes 
during the school day. It can end up 
being much more convenient for 
students to have a dual-enrollment 
class on the Burroughs campus 
during the day instead of having 
to go to a separate campus during 
later hours or attend online classes 
after school. 

Using this form of dual enroll-
ment during the school day can 
help high school students adjust 
to what college classes will be like 
without having to take time out of 
their own schedule to attend sep-
arate classes in diff erent places. 
It also helps the high schoolers to 
become familiar with community 

colleges and how they work. 
Parents and students alike 

have off ered their insights and 
experiences with this class so far. 
“High school education can be so 
successfully supplemented with 
college course work through dual 
enrollment, and I hope these new 
off erings during the school day 
expand,” stated a parent of one of 
the John Burroughs students tak-
ing part in the Anthropology class, 
Tara Lee. 

Participating twelfth grader 
Quinn Watson has also stated that 
the teacher and professor seem like 
qualifi ed and capable people to 
teach the class. 

However, this class is a new 
experience for everyone and has 
had a few kinks in the enrollment 
process. The large infl ux of stu-
dents made getting everyone’s 
forms signed a very diffi  cult and 
complicated process. Many, if not 
most, of the participating students 
and parents found the process “dis-
organized and hard to navigate,” as 
explained parent Tara Lee. Some 
believe that it would be a better 

idea to try to fi nish the enrollment 
process during the summer prior 
instead of having a rush of students 
at the beginning of the school year, 
which results in the Burroughs staff  
getting backed up and being unable 
to sign many of the forms.   

Despite the diffi  culties, stu-
dents have expressed that the class 
is a great addition to the Burroughs 
class roster. 

Graduating senior Athena 
Walls, who is not planning to go to 
college as of now, has stated that 
she fi nds the dual enrollment class-
es benefi cial and valuable even if 
you don’t plan to go on to college 
after you graduate high school. 
Walls has said that she took the 
class in order to get an idea of what 
college classes can be like and if 
she would end up interested in the 
subject as well as the program. 

All in all, the introduction of 
this new class and type of dual en-
rollment is truly fascinating and an 
incredible opportunity to learn on 
both the side of the students and 
the side of the school.
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As the school year begins 
doubtless many of you have no-
ticed the large amounts of fellow 
students in your classes. Many 
more than last year, in some cases 
around double. Also, ILA has ex-
perienced extreme cuts to its pro-
gram, and The Community Day 
School has closed completely. 

“I remember having around 20 
people in my AP Gov Class last 
year,” says Teya Jieanu, current 
UCLA Student, JBHS Alumni, for-
mer California Scholarship Feder-
ation President, and longtime well-
known resident of Burbank. This 
year 2nd Period AP Gov with Mrs. 
Snowden has close to 40 students, 
nearly double than last year’s 
count. Senior Ford Fredericks, the 
child of Burbank property owners 
and local notable, who is enrolled 
in 2nd Period states “My Gov class 
has a pretty large size and it can be 
hard at times to learn and under-
stand the topics as an individual.” 

BHS History Teacher Mr. Noth-
om, also has worries about budget 
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cuts. He says “I’m concerned ex-
cessive budget cuts are hurting stu-
dents’ chance at the best education 
and large class sizes are placing an 
unsustainable amount of stress on 
teachers… Former School Board 
President Steve Ferguson often 
spoke of a ‘Burbank advantage,’ I 
understood that to mean we off ered 
more and better chances to our 
students than other districts. I am 
concerned with the drastic cuts at 
ILA and closing The Community 
Day School that we are putting that 
advantage in jeopardy.” 

If you’re one of many students 
wondering why classes are large, 
why ILA and CDS are experi-
encing drastic cuts, and why we 
have fewer teachers this year than 
before, you’re not alone. Unfor-
tunately, it’s due to widespread 
budget cuts across the district. Due 
to said budget cuts the district has 
had to cut many of our teachers 
and section off erings as well as the 
entirety of Middle School ILA and 
many of the High School off erings 
for ILA. In addition to our budget 
cuts many teachers have had to be 

rotated to keep their jobs. 
In response to the closing of 

Middle School ILA and the cutting 
of many off erings of ILA our Dis-
trict Superintendent, and former 
ILA Superintendent, Dr. Paramo, 
says “ILA is still open but we have 
made it smaller, it is now limited 
to 150 students and is not full yet” 
and specifi cally in regard to the 
closing of the middle school of-
fering “Middle School Attendance 
was really low, only around 10, 
and the middle school kids were 
not always successful. It takes a lot 
of maturity to log on and do your 
work every day.” 

Due to declining enrollment 
caused by a low birth rate, caused 
mainly by the rising cost of living, 
the District has less state and fed-
eral funding available to them due 
to attendance-based funding laws. 
Houses in Burbank now regularly 
cost over one million dollars, a lot 
more than the average American 
family can aff ord. 

Coupled with this is the fact 
that we don’t have any extra mon-
ey from the state since we don’t 
qualify for free and reduced state 
lunch. 

However, Dr. Paramo is doing 
his best to combat funds. Last year 
Dr. Paramo was able to cut 4.5 mil-
lion dollars of defi cit spending. 

Dr. Paramo stated his main plan 
to combat budget cuts “is to try 
and pass a tax on landowners for 
a bond to build new building this 
election year, and in four years to 
pass a parcel tax for other budget-
ing needs, such as hiring teachers.” 
These new taxes would without a 
doubt help our district but with a 
large amount of conservative land-
owners in Burbank, would it pass?



Nൾඐඌ Sൾඉඍൾආൻൾඋ 2024Pൺ඀ൾ 4

Nൾඐ Cඅൺඌඌ: Gඋൺඉඁංർ Dൾඌං඀ඇ
B  A  R
C  R

Graphic Design is a class giv-
en at our school, taught by a great 
teacher, Mr. Gillearn. This class 
stands out for its focus on techni-
cal skills and creativity, making 
it a good class for the school. Mr. 
Gillearn, who is very passionate 
about teaching this class, is excited 
for the opportunities this new class 
off ers our students.

Mr. Gillearn teaches Graphic 
Design, since he enjoys creativi-
ty and innovation. The class rep-
resents a big achievement for him, 
and he is glad to share his skills 

with his students. His credentials 
include a CTE (Career and Techni-
cal Education) and one credential 
in fi nance. His passion for the class 
and design itself is known in his 
approach to teaching.

The Graphic Design class is 
about the use of Adobe software 
and design platforms like Photo-
shop and InDesign. Students in this 
class will use these apps to develop 
their skills in graphic design. 

The class is off ered during three 
periods, giving many chances for 
students to get themselves in the 
subject and develop their skills. 
This helps them to understand  

through the diffi  culties of graphic 
design.

One of the best benefi ts of tak-
ing this class is the development of 
your skills in Adobe software and 
InDesign. These apps are need-
ed for anyone wanting a future in 
graphic design, and knowing how 
to use them opens lots of career 
opportunities. Also, the class gives 
creativity and problem-solving 
skills, which are very important 
in many fi elds, not just in graphic 
design.

In the way of diffi  culty, the 
class is said to be quite challeng-
ing. However, Mr. Gillearn says 

that following directions and put-
ting in eff ort can lead to success. 
He wants students to view mistakes 
as learning opportunities, using a 
very motivational growth mindset. 
As he puts it, "You're all good kids" 
showing his belief in his students 
potential and his supportive teach-
ing in graphic design.

Overall, the Graphic Design 
class off ers a good experience to 
students interested in the area of 
graphic design. With Mr. Gillearn’s 
teaching and the focus on skills and 
creative exploration, students will 
be prepared to be graphic design-
ers.
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Along with the new classes at 
John Burroughs High School, one 
in particular stands out and gives 
students the opportunity to be cre-
ative and pursue their artistic en-
deavors. Sculpture is a new class 
off ered at JBHS this year. Besides 
being another way to connect with 
other kids and unwind for an hour, 
Ms. Nakashima, the founder and 
teacher of this course, says that 
“it’s another way for students to 
showcase their talent” and have an 
opportunity to learn about careers 
in the visual arts fi eld. 

While some electives at JBHS 
require past experience with a par-
ticular class before joining the next 
one, sculpture is open to students 
of all levels and skill sets. Wheth-
er it be a beginner who has never 

picked up a paintbrush or an artis-
tic prodigy, everyone is welcome. 
According to Nakashima, the class 
is good for one fi ne art requirement 
and is intended to be geared to-
wards upperclassmen. 

She says that a bachelor's de-
gree in a single subject is needed to 
teach the course, as well as teach-
ing credentials.  

It's challenging to fi nd oppor-
tunities in the arts, especially at a 
public school. Fortunately, John 
Burroughs is devoted to maintain-
ing and expanding the arts pro-
gram, which is why sculpture and 
other electives at Burroughs are 
accessible to students.  

As far as the purpose of this 
class, Nakashima says “It’s really 
good to give students opportuni-
ties, especially the ones that are 
interested in the visual arts.” She 

claims that there was a demand for 
another art class since regular art 
normally gets full pretty quickly. 
In this course, students will learn 
a basic knowledge of sculpture and 
design while also implicating prob-
lem-solving and technical skills 
into activities and assignments. 
This class is off ered in Periods 0 
and 4 to accommodate students 
who like to have a 0 Period and 
those who don’t. 

This class might seem diffi  cult, 
but Nakashima reassures students 
that it isn’t and that when diffi  culty 
arises, “It’s really good to have a 
growth mindset.” As always, Na-
kashima can assist students with 
their work and they can also resort 
to asking peers and friends who 
might have more experience in 
sculpture and design for help. 

Speaking of students, a few 

have already shown their approv-
al of this course, myself included, 
by enrolling in it. One student, 
Mia Ruiz, says the class is “a per-
fect way to start my day by doing 
something creative while being 
able to listen to music and relax.” 
She took Art Structure at JBHS 
last year and was excited when a 
sculpture class was revealed. She 
enjoys sketching and crafting and 
is interested in pursuing a career in 
graphic design. 

This class is a great opportu-
nity for students to try something 
new and practice with materials 
they may not typically use in an 
art class. Nakashima closes by say-
ing “Burroughs has a long history 
of appreciating the arts and I’m 
so glad to be a part of it and grow 
the program.” She wishes for artis-
tic-minded students to do the same. 
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Geeky Teas was a store open for 
people who love games, tea, and 
cats! The store originally opened 
in 2015. The store was a hit, of-
fering a place to play games like 
Dungeons and Dragons, Magic 
The Gathering, Brawl and Com-
mander styles, Lorcana, Star Wars 
Shatterpoint, X-Wing and Legion 
events, Blood Bowl league, Key-
forge Games, and Vampire The 
Masquerade, off ering things like 
private rooms with access to their 
game pieces, paints, and terrains. 

The owner of Geeky Teas, Don-
na Ricci, wanted to make a place 

where everyone could go and play 
games as well as buy things from 
all their favorite fandoms. 

In 2018 they moved locations, 
going from a dead zone to a lively 
area, now Geeky Teas resides on 
900 W Alameda Ave in Burbank. 
The store reopened at 1PM on Sep-
tember 29th. 

At the Geeky Teas's new loca-
tion, they still hold events almost 
every day. Along with the games 
that I mentioned before, they also 
have card games like Pokemon, 
and they hold tabletop tournaments 
all the time. 

There is also a space in the store 
dedicated to a cat rescue, so there 

are always cats there to see. 
Along with their merchandise 

and games, they also have a wide 
and large selection of tea leaves. 
Some of the tea leaves are even 
themed, such as “Boomstick Tea,” 
“Rick and More Tea,” “Princess 
Peach Tea,” and the “Teagaryen” 
tea. 

Geeky Teas has never been 
more popular! Holding more than 
one event a day, varying times and 
all, with items frequently going out 
of stock, it’s doing well! Geeky 
Teas is widely regarded as one of 
the best game stores out there. 

Reserving a table to play with 
friends is quick and easy, only cost-

ing $5 per person, and this purchase 
also includes all-day in and out 
privileges and access to the huge 
library of games. And if you want 
a private room, it’s simply $50 per 
person. Each of the private rooms 
are fully themed, with a selection 
of the Victorian Séance, Wizard's 
Study, Star Wars, Star Trek, Cap-
tain's Quarters - sailing ship, and 
the Moonshine saloon. 

Even after moving locations 
back in 2018, business has never 
been better. And I will always rec-
ommend it, so go check it out! Try 
to bring a friend, as that’s when it’s 
most fun.
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With a new school year comes 
new students and staff . Bryan Hen-
riquez, the new Assistant Principal 
of Discipline and Student Services 
takes on a new chapter and challenge. 

Mr. Henriquez grew up in Los 
Angeles, close to Koreatown. He 
went to school at California State 
University, Dominguez Hills. He 
currently has a Master's degree in 
Education, an Admin credential 
and a Bachelor's degree in Spanish. 
Along with his many academic ac-
complishments, Mr. Henriquez also 
has a certifi cate for dentistry from his 
high school.

Before working at John Bur-
roughs, Mr. Henriquez was the Assis-
tant Principal at Dolores Huerta Mid-
dle School where he was involved in 
many activities. 

He began working at Burroughs 
because he had high school experi-
ence and took an opportunity to move 
up to a higher level of education. 

One of Mr. Henriquez’s favorite 
things about working at Burroughs 
is that everyone is very friendly and 

welcoming so he feels like he’s going 
to adapt quickly.

Some words of wisdom he has is 
for the Freshman to join sports and 
clubs and to generally get involved 
in the school because it would look 
good on college applications. Mr. 

Henriquez also said to try to go 
to major events and make lots of 
friends. His last words of wisdom 
for everyone were, “Four years may 
seem like a long time, but it goes by 
quickly.”

Onto his personal life, Mr. Hen-

riquez was born on September 4th 
and he recently turned 38. Outside 
of  school, he likes to play games of 
soccer with his friends at a park and 
play guitar at his local church’s band. 
Mr. Henriquez also likes to watch 
soccer games especially when the LA 
Galaxy are playing and occasionally 
he likes to go to the in person games 
when the tickets are aff ordable. His 
favorite sports teams are the LA Gal-
axy, LA Rams, and the LA Lakers.

As Mr. Henriquez does have 
TikTok, he knows of all the current 
trends and terms such as “Rizz" and 
“Opps.” Mr. Henriquez tries to keep 
up to all the current trends. 

When he was in high school, his 
school was pretty small so he didn't 
really get in trouble. 

Some of Mr. Henriquez’s goal for 
the year in school is to get to know 
the students and staff  as much as pos-
sible and to get involved. His goal 
for outside of school and his personal 
life is to rest because a mistake he 
made was that he didn't rest so he 
wasn't able to recuperate. 

In total, he wants to have a peace 
of mind and to learn a lot.

AP Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඋ. Bඋංൺඇ Hൾඇඋංඊඎൾඓ
B  S  N
C  R

Hey Bears! Welcome back to a 
brand new school year and a new 
school year also means new teachers! 
Meet a new teacher here and to the 
district, Mrs. Jung Kim. Mrs. Jung 
Kim was born January 15, 1982. Our 
new member at Burroughs teaches 
Honors Chemistry, Chemistry, and 
Earth and Space Science. She started 
teaching here at Burroughs because 
there was a decrease in enrollment 
for ILA. 

When asking Mrs. Kim why she 
decided to work in teaching she said, 
“I studied in the Health Sciences 
track at USC as an undergraduate 
and graduate student, so I have cre-
dentials in Biology and Chemistry.  I 
taught for several years in East LA 
before returning to the San Fernando 
Valley where I grew up.”  

Mrs. Kim is a Los Angeles local 
and now resides in North Holly-
wood. During her years at Glendale 
High School Mrs. Kim did Cross 
Country and Track and Field, and 
that was something she has always 
been known for during her time 
there. Someone who always encour-
aged her was her Coach Auggie even 

though she would always fi nish in the 
top 10% of her races. Mrs. Kim still 
wishes that she could thank him after 
all these years after being an inspira-
tion to her but she has still never got 
the chance to do so.

During her high school years 
Mrs. Kim went to Glendale High but 
then transferred to Crescenta Valley 
High School during her Senior year. 
Her favorite subject was AP Phys-

ics and she is still in touch with her 
teacher from that class after all these 
years. During her Senior year of high 
school she was rewarded with mul-
tiple grants and scholarships which 
eventually led her to begin her stud-
ies at USC. 

During her free time Mrs. Kim 
likes to spend time with her new 
husband who she married less than 
a year ago. They like to fi nd new 

dog friendly cafes with their two toy 
poodles, of which she has said, “they 
have taken over the household.”

Mrs. Kim's favorite part about 
being a teacher is when she feels like 
she is “fulfi lling a sense of purpose” 
and when asked about her least fa-
vorite part about teaching she said 
“grading papers.” When asked about 
social media and what trends have 
currently been baffl  ing her Mrs. Kim 
responded with “ I am an old soul and 
do not have social media accounts 
other than Facebook. This question is 
baffl  ing me.” 

A piece of wisdom that Mrs. 
Kim has for us is to “Fight on from  
a place of victory, and not for it.” A 
goal that Mrs. Kim's has in the new 
future for her in this school year is to 
see her students fall in love with sci-
ence and develop a larger perspective 
of nature. And a goal for the farther 
future she has outside of her job with 
us here is to go on overseas research 
and teaching assignments. 

Well Bears, that is it for this 
year's new teacher. From us at the 
Paw Print we thank Mrs. Jung Kim 
for letting us have this opportunity to 
introduce you to her! 

Nൾඐ Tൾൺർඁൾඋ: Mඋඌ. Jඎඇ඀ Kංආ
B  V  V
C  R
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John Burroughs High School 
welcomes a new teacher to the 
Social Studies Department, Wil-
liam Hougan, a new AP U.S. and 
European History teacher. Born on 
January 19, 1992, Mr. Hougan has 
always been involved in athletics 
and has been a huge history nerd. 

When Mr. Hougan was fi fteen 
years old, he made Varsity Basket-
ball and was named Top Athlete by 
Senior year. Still to this day, when 
he has a free moment he plays bas-
ketball and goes to the gym. 

Mr. Hougan has been interest-
ed in education with youth since a 
summer camp when he was in high 
school and got to be coach for the 
day. He has gone from working as 
a Basketball Coach, to History, to 
now working with A.P. students. 

Throughout working in schools, 
Mr. Hougan has played the role 
of a social worker, psychologist, 
counselor, coach and teacher. Be-
ing able to have all these diff erent 
experiences has been benefi cial to 
his working career and having a 
better understanding of students. 

History has always been a spe-
cial subject to Mr. Hougan. Even 

while being athletic in high school, 
he was actually a huge History 
nerd. When he wanted to start 
going into the education fi eld, he 
knew History was the way to go. 
Even when he was continuing his 
education in College, he was a rec-
ognized student in the History De-
partment.

Coming to work at Burroughs is 
extremely exciting for Mr. Hougan 
as he has always wanted to work 
with A.P. students because of how 
highly motivated they are. His 

goals for students are to get them 
to pass the A.P. exam.

While being a new teacher at 
Burroughs and not being able to be 
involved in any extracurriculars, he 
hopes as time goes on, he can be 
more involved in the school and its 
activities. 

He enjoys being able to go 
home to his wife and dogs and get 
a full night's sleep knowing he is 
doing good work at his job. While 
Mr. Hougan loves his job, having 
to juggle diff erent hats with his stu-

dents can be diffi  cult. Going along 
with having to wear diff erent hats 
at school with students, his goal 
outside of his job is to keep a good 
work life balance. 

In college, he studied abroad 
in Poland. Being able to experi-
ence school in Poland opened up 
his mind so much experiencing 
what life is like somewhere else 
and living life completely diff erent 
than what it was like at home. The 
most memorable moment from that 
trip was visiting Auschwitz Death 
Camp, being able to feel all the 
emotions and look at the piece of 
History in front of him. 

Outside of work, Mr. Hougan 
loves traveling with his wife and 
two dogs and spending time with 
family. Besides traveling, students 
would be surprised to fi nd out that 
he is really good at video games. 

While being in the education 
fi eld for most of his career one of 
the pieces of advice he wants to 
give to students is to always have a 
growth mindset. A growth mindset 
can be applied both in school and 
in life. He says “No one knows 
what the future has in store for 
them, being open to grow will help 
you become successful.” 

Tൾൺർඁൾඋ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඋ. Wංඅඅංൺආ Hඈඎ඀ൺඇ
B  H  A  
C  R

Welcome back Bears! We are 
excited to kick off  this school year 
with many new things including 
new teachers. New to the teaching 
staff  this year is Mr. Gillearn. Here 
at The Paw Print we want to give 
you more insight on a new addition 
to the Burroughs family.

Mr. Gillearan teaches Business 
Math and Graphic Design. Graphic 
Design is a new class here at Bur-
roughs which we touched on earli-
er in this issue as well!

 Mr. Gillearn chose to teach 
both of these classes because he 
has the proper credentials for both 
classes. He has an Economics de-
gree and credentials in Business, 
Arts Media, and Entertainment and 
Business and Finance.

This is Mr. Gillearn’s second 
school district he's taught at. His 

previous school closed due to bud-
getary constraints.

Mr Gillearn chose to become a 
teacher because he enjoys educa-

tion teaching teenagers, summers 
off  and job security. He also notes 
that his favorite thing about being 
a teacher is that it's livelier than an 

offi  ce but also contrasts that with 
the worst thing, which is it's not 
enough money.

Outside of school, Mr. Gillearn 
likes to play as well as watch soc-
cer and write. He also noted that he 
went to an all boys high school so 
he stated he was “unkempt” in high 
school.

Lastly, Mr Gillearn goals for 
this year is to get his students to 
the fi nish line and help support his 
own kids through another year of 
college, adding “Go Bisons! Go 
Gauchos!” 

His long term goals for the fu-
ture are to become rich, but not be 
rich AND famous. 

Here at The Paw Print we are 
excited to be able to get a little 
more insight into Mr. Gillearn as a 
new teacher here on campus! 

We welcome all new staff  to the 
Burroughs family!

Tൾൺർඁൾඋ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඋ. Jൺඌඈඇ Gංඅඅൾൺඋඇ
B  M  M
C  D
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Burrough’s has gained a new 
School Psychologist with the addi-
tion of Victor Ledesma to the staff . 
He can be found in his offi  ce, room 
1-120 found in the main offi  ce in 
Building 1 to off er support to the 
student body. 

He’s been working in School 
Psychology for over seven years 
and administration for one. Ledes-
ma has worked with all ages of 
children from Pre-K to High 
School. His career has led him to 
work with student’s in times of 
crisis and with California Special 
Education Laws.

Ledesma worked as an Admin 
last year and previously worked in 
Buena Park High School as well as 
Fullerton Joint Union High School. 
He is also a Published Author of a 
children’s book, "Oh! So Curious 
About Tattoos."

He explained that he got into 
this career because he has always 
worked well with kids. 

His wife, Venecia Ledesma, 
works as a Special Education 
Teacher at William McKinley Ele-
mentary School. 

While this is his fi rst time work-
ing at a Burbank school, he is quite 
close to the district, having three 
children of his own, all attending 
schools within Burbank Unifi ed 
School District.

While he didn’t plan on work-
ing at a school, he’s developed a 
keen ear for understanding stu-
dents and issues they may face. 
Ledesma has noticed a high trend 
in anxiety and depression in to-
day’s generation linked to social 
media usage. Specifi cally in how 
high schoolers have begun to focus 

on practicing societal norms and a 
rise in cyberbullying. His advice 
to all students would be to manage 
time spent, saying, “time is your 
greatest ally” along with patience 
and forethought on one’s goals. 

Ledesma’s own goals revolve 
around serving the community, to 
ensure he’s here for students as 
well as staff . Stating he “aims to 
make and maintain relationships,” 
with both the staff  and student 
body. 

He noted that he never intend-
ed on getting a job in counseling 

or psychology, as he joined the US 
Navy straight out of high school. 
Going on to say he turned “eigh-
teen in boot camp,” reiterating how 
quickly he enlisted. Honorably dis-
charged now, focusing on his cur-
rent career. Along the lines of his 
advice to students to think ahead 
and “look down the road.” 

While he didn’t plan on it, he 
ended up working in a career close 
to his mother’s, as she was a Spe-
cial Education Teacher when he 
was in school. During his school 
years he concludes that his favor-
ite subject was English. Having a 
passion for writing and a favorite 
author in Mitch Albom, a con-
temporary fi ction writer, it makes 
sense he would be a good storytell-
er. This is apparent in the helpful 
anecdotes he shares to better ad-
vise students and understand the 
students he helps. 

All in all Mr. Ledesma hopes 
to make an overall positive impact 
at Burroughs by getting involved 
in school events and student run 
clubs. Hoping to become a familiar 
face during this new year at John 
Burroughs, and planning on stay-
ing for the time to come. 

Pඌඒർඁඈඅඈ඀ංඌඍ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඋ. Vංർඍඈඋ Lൾൽൾඌආൺ
B  D  O’C
C  R

B  A  W
C  R

 Ms. Georgina Nituleasa is a 
new ELD Paraprofessional here 
at John Burroughs High School. 
She was born January 7, 2001, is 
an alumni of John Burroughs High 
School, and was a part of the grad-
uating class of 2019. 

During her time at Burroughs, 
she was a runner and she played 
tennis. She had been playing ten-
nis since she was fi ve years old and 
it is something she really enjoyed. 
She likes hiking, reading, and the 
beach. After graduating from Bur-
roughs, she received her Bachelor's 
at UC Riverside in Science and she 
also minored in Spanish. Georgina 
would like to go back to school to 
get a medical degree.  

 Ms. Nituleasa is an ELD para-
professional in whatever class she 
is needed in. She wanted this job 
because she loves teaching people. 
The best thing about it, according 

to her, is helping students enjoy 
learning things and fi nding what 
they are good at and interested in. 
What she fi nds the worst about it is 
when she fi nds students who don't 
value their education, take advan-
tage of helpful teachers, or think 
they cannot learn. 

Her favorite subject in high 

school was Biochemistry and her 
inspiration in high school came 
from her teachers at Burroughs, 
including Mr. Van Loo, Ms. Carl-
ton, and lastly her Spanish teach-
er, Senior Reyes. In high school, 
Ms. Nituleasa thinks she would’ve 
been described as very studious, 
someone who took school serious-

ly, sarcastic humor, and a busy bee. 
Ms. Nituleasa’s goals for this 

school year are to get to know stu-
dents and have a positive impact 
on their lives. Outside of school, 
her current goals are to catch up on 
sleep and work toward her personal 
goals. Her future goals are to go to 
Europe, especially Spain, with her 
friends in the summer of 2025. 

There are many trends circulat-
ing social media, and the ones that 
have caught her eye and baffl  ed 
Ms. Nituleasa’s are the squiggly 
eyebrow trend, and the jeans that 
are cut all the way around at knee 
length. They have caught her eye 
because she thinks they are very 
interesting and unique. 

Lastly, Ms. Georgina Nituleasa 
seems very outgoing and fun and 
we hope she will have a great fi rst 
year at Burroughs. Some advice 
that she would like to give the stu-
dents at Burroughs is “stay positive 
even when you run into obstacles.” 

Sඍൺൿൿ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඌ. Gൾඈඋ඀ංඇൺ Nංඍඎඅൾൺඌൺ



Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ Sൾඉඍൾආൻൾඋ 2024Pൺ඀ൾ 8

Michelle Reardon is new to our 
teaching staff  at John Burroughs 
High School. She recently made a 
move to John Burroughs High af-
ter her last school (Burbank Com-
munity Day School) closed down. 
Now she is a Biology teacher. She’s 
always liked science, mainly biol-
ogy and started teaching after she 
had her son and wanted a job that 
was good for a family. She says the 
best thing about being a teacher is 
getting to work with teachers, but 
the worst part is all the extra work 
after hours. 

Mrs. Reardon went to Cal Poly 
San Luis Obisbo and then National 
University for her teaching creden-
tial. Mrs. Reardon’s inspiration is 
her family. She lives in the city of 
Sunland with her husband Richard 
and her two sons. She has been 
married to her husband Richard for 
sixteen years and she has two boys 
that go to Thomas Jeff erson Ele-
mentary School that also attended 
soccer camp here at John Bur-

roughs. During her free time she 
likes to spend time with her kids 
and is usually at soccer practices. 

Some things that she can pass 
on to her students would be to val-
ue their worth, that hard work does 
pay off , and life does get better af-
ter high school. Some things that 
she fi nds baffl  ing from students are 

their new slang words, also when 
she looks at pictures of herself in 
high school, she’s dressed exactly 
the same way we dress now. Her 
goals for this year in and out of her 
job is to survive a big change from 
her last school to Burroughs, and 
she’s trying to be more active and 
her goals for the future in and out 

of school is to keep developing and 
to take more risks.

In high school she was on her 
school’s soccer team and was an 
ASB offi  cer, and she did well ac-
ademically. 

Her most embarrassing moment 
was in high school when she was 
a Freshman and it was a spirit day 
and she came in dressed with her 
boyfriend and no else dressed up 
but them. 

Her favorite food is street tacos 
and her order is Al Pastor tacos. 

She said something that stu-
dents would be surprised to fi nd 
out about her is that she has gone 
skydiving but is afraid of heights! 

Her favorite band is Bright 
Eyes. 

She also enjoys watching The 
Real Housewives on Bravo, and 
she likes to watch Liverpool Foot-
ball Club. Her favorite trip was go-
ing to London. 

Mrs. Reardon’s favorite mem-
ory was when her kids were born. 
Good luck Mrs. Reardon in your 
fi rst year at Burroughs!

Tൾൺർඁൾඋ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඋඌ. Mංർඁൾඅඅൾ Rൾൺඋൽඈඇ
B  G  M
C  R

Ms. Margaret Ramos is one 
of our new ELD Paraprofessional 
Educators here at John Burroughs 
High School. Ms. Ramos went to 
college at the University of San 
Francisco and has a major in En-
glish Literature and Latin Amer-
ican Studies. While at UC San 
Francisco, she received an award 
from the Latino community for her 
amazing work and numerous hours 
helping within the community.

Ms. Ramos was previously 
working with middle school stu-
dents but really wanted to take a 
chance working with high school 
students to see what the best age 
group was for her. Ms. Ramos is 
currently working on getting her 
teaching credential so that she can 
start teaching on her own. 

Ms. Ramos decided to pursue 
her passion for being a teacher 
because of the teachers/educators 
that she had going through school. 
Her 10th grade English teacher was 
always there for her with whatever 

was going on and is one of her big-
gest inspirations for teaching. 

 As far as being a teacher goes, 
Ms. Ramos wants to be an adult 
that students can depend on and 
turn to whenever they need help or 
just someone to talk to. She primar-

ily works with English language 
learners and students that are new 
to this country. She really hopes 
that she can make the transition 
for these students much easier and 
help them with getting accustomed 
and acquainted to the culture here. 

Ms. Ramos’s favorite subjects 
are English and History primari-
ly because her 10th grade English 
teacher made her feel super wel-
come in everything she did. Her 
teacher also got her to start read-
ing about her culture and made her 
time in class and at school a better 
experience growing up.

One of Ms. Ramos’s favorite 
things about working here is seeing 
students smile and progress with 
the subject or topic they are learn-
ing about. One really hard part for 
her is when students aren’t willing 
to learn from the material and they 
don’t want the help she is trying to 
provide them with. 

Outside of school and being a 
teacher, Ms. Ramos likes to read 
books and spend lots of time with 
her family and friends. Her fi ance 
and her are very happy together 
and will soon be getting married. 
Ms. Ramos is a wonderful new 
addition to the JBHS staff  team 
and will be an amazing new edu-
cator here at John Burroughs High 
School. 

Sඍൺൿൿ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඌ. Mൺඋ඀ൺඋൾඍ Rൺආඈඌ
B  A  H
C  R



Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ Sൾඉඍൾආൻൾඋ 2024Pൺ඀ൾ 9

At the beginning of this school 
year, Gabriel Garcia began teach-
ing Chemistry and Physics at John 
Burroughs High School to be clos-
er to home and to help prepare the 
future generation.

Gabriel Garcia is thirty-fi ve 
years old. Before becoming a 
teacher, he graduated from the Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles, 
with his Bachelor’s degree, Uni-
versity of California, Irvine, with 
his Master's degree, and California 
State University Channel Islands 
for his teaching credentials.

Before working at JBHS, Mr. 
Garcia was originally an engineer 
working on airplanes, “I was orig-
inally an engineer before, and I 
didn’t really like dealing with the 
government agencies that I was 
working with, it was a lot of paper-
work, and yes, teaching has a lot of 
paperwork, but I can feel progress 
in what I’m doing,” said Mr. Gar-
cia.

Previously, Mr. Garcia worked 
at Coronado High School. The 
main reason Mr. Garcia decided to 
work at JBHS was to be closer to 
his family. “I wanted to come clos-
er to home, to be closer to my fam-
ily, and my family lives in Ventura 
County, so that’s about a forty-fi ve 

minute drive from here. So, this 
school is perfect for doing that,” 
stated Mr. Garcia.

Mr. Garcia’s parents also 
played a role in his decision to 
pursue Science as a career. “My 
mom is an esthetician, meaning she 
works with skincare, a lot of chem-
icals like that, which also explains 
why I teach Chemistry. My hope is 
always to inspire other people to 
learn about Chemistry,” said Mr. 
Garcia.

There are both positive and 
negative aspects that come with be-
ing a teacher. “The best thing about 
being a teacher is when students 
are actively trying and they’re like, 
‘Oh, I don’t know how to do this, 

I don’t know how to do this,’ and 
they fi nally go, ‘But wait it’s this,’ 
and then they get really excited…” 
explained Mr. Garcia. “The worst 
part is when students just give up 
and you know that they can do it, 
but they don’t believe in them-
selves,” he added.

Mr. Garcia’s favorite subject is 
Physics, as it allows him to use all 
of his knowledge. He explained, 
“My favorite subject is Physics, 
mostly because I feel like it’s the 
subject that allows you to use all 
the skills you’ve ever learned in 
your life, because you can use 
Math, History, Science, English, 
all the [subjects].”

In high school, Mr. Garcia was 

very studious and always wanted 
to learn more. He stated, “When 
I took Physics, the teacher didn’t 
even speak English. So, I read the 
book by myself and started asking 
questions.”

Mr. Garcia has had many 
unique experiences throughout his 
life, some that may even be sur-
prising to his students. When asked 
if there was anything students 
would be surprised to fi nd out 
about him, Mr. Garcia responded, 
“I lived in Thailand for three years, 
I’ve fl own helicopters, I’ve sailed, 
I’ve done a lot in my life, so I don’t 
really fi nd it surprising, but I guess 
other people do.”

If he had the chance, there is 
some advice that Mr. Garcia would 
like to pass down to his students. 
“The biggest thing is if you are 
afraid to fail, you are afraid of 
life. Fear is natural, but you have 
to learn to overcome it and shoul-
der into it. ‘I know I’m afraid, but 
I’m gonna keep trying’ and through 
failure is where we learn to do the 
things that we need to be able to 
do,” explained Mr. Garcia.

Lastly, Mr. Garcia shared some 
of his personal goals for the year, 
both inside and outside of the 
classroom. He said, “Inside my 
job: to be as helpful as possible. 
Outside: to survive.”
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Mr. Winston Moore is the new 
TV and Film teacher at John Bur-
roughs this year. He has replaced 
the previous TV and Film teacher, 
Mr. Brown. 

Mr. Moore went to Southern 
University in Baton Rouge and 
Columbia College, Hollywood. He 
originally studied Engineering but 
he always knew he wanted to be a 
teacher and involved in entertain-
ment. 

During his time as an under-
graduate he volunteered as a coun-
selor for Upward Bound, where 
he fulfi lled his passion of working 
with kids. 

Mr. Moore says his favorite 
thing about being a teacher is "To 

see when a student has no idea 
what they want to do but they take 
your class fi nd something that re-

ally interests them." Although Mr. 
Moore used to work as an engineer, 
when his wife went back to school 

to study fi lm, he saw how much he 
enjoyed fi lm, and decided to pur-
sue a Master's in Film at Columbia 
College, Hollywood. 

Mr. Moore also has a passion 
for music, and in his free time he 
likes to hang out with his kids, and 
he's a big New Orleans Saints fan. 
He’s also really excited to work on 
some ideas he had for some short 
feature fi lms sometime in the fu-
ture. 

Mr. Moore's student Eeathen 
Tajon says about him, "Mr. Moore 
is a great teacher, he is very fun-
ny, and he loves to watch movies 
as well. He really engages me as a 
student." 

We can't wait to see Mr. Moore 
succeed at John Burroughs this 
year and beyond!

Tൾൺർඁൾඋ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඋ. Wංඇඌඍඈඇ Mඈඈඋൾ
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The counseling offi  ce recently 
welcomed Amber Sinclair, a new 
addition to their team on August 
12, 2024, as the Secretary of the 
Counseling Offi  ce. Ms. Sinclair 
was born on March 11th, and grad-
uated from California State Uni-
versity, Northridge (CSUN) with a 
degree in Sociology.

Before working her current job 
at Burroughs, Ms. Sinclair worked 
at Joaquin Miller Elementary 
School. She chose the same posi-
tion for Burroughs that she worked 
as at Miller. She wanted to work 
around older kids for a change and 
likes the staff  members here.

One of Ms. Sinclair’s inspi-
ration is her love for Psychology. 
When she was in high school, she 
ran Track and Field as a sprinter, 
and participated in Cheerleading as 
well. She also mentioned that she 
was very social and loved reading, 
which is why English was her fa-
vorite subject.

One of Ms. Sinclair’s goal for 
the year is helping her daughter get 
adjusted. Her daughter graduated 
high school in the class of 2024, 
and is going into her fi rst year of 
college in Ohio. 

Another one of her goals for the 
year is learning everything there is 
to learn about her new job and get-
ting to know the students and staff  
members on campus.

Ms. Sinclair’s favorite memory 

is going on a Disney Cruise with 
her daughter. The cruise went to 
Mexico, and Ms. Sinclair hopes to 
travel more in the future. Her main 
goals for the general future is to 
travel to Europe and Peru or some-
where in South America.

In her free time, Ms. Sinclair 
loves to spend time with her friends 
and family and lounge around with 
her cat. She also really enjoys tak-
ing pictures and going on hikes.

As apart of her job in Burbank, 
Ms. Sinclair’s least favorite thing 
about working here is the traffi  c 
every morning. Her favorite thing 
is the amazing students. 

When asked if she could pass 
on any wisdom to students-- as a 
former high school student her-
self--, she said, “Stay positive and 
study”.

Even though this is Ms. Sin-
clair’s fi rst year working at Bur-
roughs, hopefully it won’t be her 
last. She makes a great addition to 
the team, and will make some great 
memories working here.
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John Burroughs High School 
welcomes a new member to their 
English teacher lineup. Mr. Os-
monson, a Pasadena native, starts 
this year in room 1206. Mr. Os-
monson was a part of the district 
last year as an English teacher at 
Monterey High School.

Mr. Osmonson grew up in Azu-
sa and graduated from Azusa High 
School in 1984. After high school, 
he attended Cal State Fullerton, 
UC San Diego, and Azusa Pacifi c 
University. He has two undergrad-
uate degrees and a Master's Degree 
in Education. 

Before joining the Burroughs 
staff , Mr. Osmonson was a teacher 
at Southwestern Academy, Monte-
rey High School, and was a sub for 
a little while. He fell into teaching 
after getting a job at a Southwest-
ern Academy in San Marino Cal-
ifornia. He stated that “the best 
thing about being a teacher is the 
students and the worst thing about 
being a teacher is the amount of 
grading.” Outside of having his 

credential in English, Mr. Osmon-
son has his Physical Education cre-
dential and hopes to one day be a 
Tennis, Golf, or Basketball coach 
here at Burroughs. 

Outside of school “Mr. O” has 
a happy life. The fi fty-eight year 
old teacher has been happily mar-
ried to his wife Darleane for thirty 
years.  They celebrated their 30th 
Anniversary on September 3rd.  

Mr. Osmonson is the father of two 
lovely daughters, Sarah (27)  and 
Lauren (30). He grew up with four 
siblings. 

During his free time, Mr. Os-
monson enjoys going golfi ng, 
reading, and hopes to play more 
tennis. He is a tall man so outside 
of golf and tennis he is also an avid 
basketball and volleyball player.  
His hidden talent is actually be-

ing a great  ping pong player. He 
states “I’ve won tournaments, I’m 
so good at ping pong.” He is a man 
of many talents but the one thing 
he never got to master was singing. 
He mentioned that “my siblings are 
all really good at singing but sadly, 
I am not.” 

Our newest English teacher is 
also a very wise individual. His 
advice to all our JBHS students is 
“to slow down. When I try to speed 
through things I tend to mess them 
up. The slower I do things the bet-
ter I do them. So slow down, take 
your time, and things will work 
out.”

After teaching, one day Mr. O 
hopes to become a tennis coach. 
Not only does he want to become 
a tennis coach but he would love to 
travel. One place on his bucket list 
is Tokyo, Japan. 

As a new year kicks off , we are 
elated to welcome all the newest 
staff  and faculty. The amazing ad-
dition of Mr. Osmonson looks to 
strengthen, and add a great man to 
our already amazing English pro-
gram.

Tൾൺർඁൾඋ Fൾൺඍඎඋൾ: Mඋ. Oඌආඈඇඌඈඇ
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Joshua Glen is a new campus 
supervisor working at JBHS this 
year. He is 28 years old, born July 
9th, 1996, and is having a great 
time working here. His role as 
campus supervisor has him going 
around the campus to make sure 
nothing is going wrong; he makes 
sure kids are in their classes, aren’t 
starting fi ghts with each other, or 
doing anything else they shouldn’t 
be. After applying, he took his job 
here at JBHS because he is pas-
sionate about working with and 
mentoring kids and loves being a 
positive role model, and he also 
coaches on the side. His favorite 
part of the job is getting to know 
the kids, although he says it’s never 
fun when he has to be the bad guy. 
This isn’t his fi rst time working 
in a high school though, he’s also 
worked at Calabasas High School 

and Granada Hills Charter just to 
name a few, in fact he’s currently 
coaching Girls Basketball at Cala-
basas.

He graduated from Sylmar 
High School in 2015, while also 
winning a CIF Championship that 
same year. His favorite subject 
is math, and he was inspired to 

work in education by his own pre-
vious teacher Mrs. Zeichick. He’s 
known around the campus general-
ly for being a funny, positive, and 
fun-loving guy. He also works out, 
and in his spare time he loves to 
read, watch his favorite TV shows 
All American and S.W.A.T., and 
spend time with his wife. His fa-

vorite books usually are non-fi c-
tion books about personal growth, 
as well as Christian books. The 
popularity of TikTok baffl  es him, 
he says. He lives in Santa Clarita 
and volunteers at his church, and 
is currently enrolled at Calvary 
Chapel Bible College as well.

Mr. Glen isn’t 100% certain 
what goals he has for the future, 
but optimally he says, he’ll work 
here at JBHS for a long time, and 
he is looking forward to fi nishing 
his Bachelors degree for Biblical 
Studies and wants to become a 
youth pastor, as well as possibly 
starting a family in the next fi ve 
years. He would also like to fi nish 
ten more books before the end of 
the year. 

Advice that he’d like to pass on 
to students here is to stay true to 
yourself, school is easy, make sure 
to work hard, and you might sur-
prise yourself.

After living in Houston, Texas, 
educator Mary Franco and her fam-
ily have relocated back to Burbank 
and John Burroughs High School 
is the benefi ciary of having her as 
part of our English Department. 
Known for her smile and positive 
attitude, Mrs. Franco is excited 
to teach English 10, English 10 
NAF, and English 10 Honors at 
John Burroughs and contribute to 
the spirit and pride she witnesses 
everyday in the hallways at JBHS. 
She also values the Burbank com-
munity and feels lucky to raise her 
children in such a wonderful city. 

A University of Houston gradu-
ate with a major in Marketing and a 
minor in International Studies, the 
talented Mrs. Franco also holds a 
Real Estate License. With an ed-
ucation in Elementary Math and 
Science along with earning ESL 
certifi cation, she looks forward 
to the opportunity to educate and 
guide the Sophomore students at 
JBHS with a diverse and enlight-
ening English curriculum. Mrs. 
Franco aims to be kind and fair in 
all her interactions and encourag-
es a classroom where students are 

free to express their opinions and 
respect each other's point of view 
while expanding their English 
knowledge.

Mrs. Franco cherishes working 
with wonderful students and staff , 
and as a mother of school-age chil-
dren, she appreciates having a sim-
ilar schedule to spend quality time 
with her family. Recently, she and 
her husband celebrated their twen-
ty-third anniversary. Her daughter 
is entering 8th grade and is excited 
about joining JBHS in the future, 
while her son is starting 6th grade. 
The Franco family enjoys partici-
pating in activities that keep them 
busy and bonded. You might see 

them hitting balls on the local ten-
nis courts, hiking through the many 
nature trails surrounding Burbank 
or riding their bikes along Chan-
dler Boulevard at sunset. Taking 
advantage of the wonderful year 
round weather is one of the bene-
fi ts Mrs. Franco appreciates living 
in Southern California.

Mrs. Franco fi nds joy in learn-
ing new things and exploring the 
world of knowledge. She likes to 
experience many types of books, 
but especially enjoys sitting down 
to read an intriguing non-fi ction 
story. While she appreciates fi ction 
books, she loves the vivid reality 
that non-fi ction off ers, connecting 

her to the struggles and achieve-
ments of famous or ordinary people 
along with the events that shaped 
their lives and at the same time 
off ers a fascinating history lesson.  
She shares with her students the 
importance of putting down your 
cell phones and losing yourself in 
a favorite book. 

There are so many classic and 
timeless authors that Mrs. Franco 
enjoys reading; however, there is 
one author whose books she enjoys 
the most: author Matthew Kelly. 
He writes many refl ective books 
that she fi nds very inspirational. 
Every time Mrs. Franco opens up a 
new book of his it always ends up 
being a worthwhile read.

Mrs. Franco's advice to stu-
dents is to always believe in your 
dreams. She encourages them to 
work hard and take the necessary 
steps to achieve their goals, em-
phasizing that anything is possible 
if one puts their minds to it,  in ad-
dition to the necessary hard work 
and eff ort. Looking ahead, Mrs. 
Franco is thrilled about continuing 
her teaching journey at JBHS and 
inspiring her students to reach their 
full potential.
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Welcome Back Bears! We are ex-

cited to kick off  this school year with 
Club Rush! There are so many amazing 
clubs JBHS has to off er. If any of these 
clubs interest you make sure to put 
yourself out there and sign up!

Alzheimer's Awareness Club

This year a new club, Alzheimer's 
Awareness, was introduced. According 
to club president Grace Barton, the goal 
of the club is to, “Involve people around 
the school who have experience losing 
someone to [Alzheimer's disease].” 
Club meetings will be held in room 
2-312 on the fi rst Thursday of every 
month at lunch, and the deadline to join 
is October 3rd. Alzheimer's Awareness 
plans to fundraise money in order to 
donate to non-profi t organizations that 
are researching a cure for Alzheimer's 
disease. For more information about 
the club, visit their Instagram account, 
@jbhs.alzheimers.awareness.club.

Aqualliance Club

The Aqualliance Club takes place in 
Mr. Takou’s class, room number 1147, 
every other Thursday during lunchtime. 
This club is focused on advocating for 
ocean conservation and water availabil-
ity and will have activities like beach 
cleanups, water walks, and other fund-
raising events to participate in. To join, 
you can sign up in person or join the 
Google Classroom using the code b34f-
gxa. For more information or if you’d 
like to show your support, you can 
contact the club leaders through email 
using aqualliancejbhs@gmail.com or at 
their instagram @aqualliance. There is 
no deadline for signing up and you can 
join at any time, so join the Aqualliance 
Club if you care about protecting the 
oceans and our water supply.

Architecture club 

Architecture club is a club where 
people can learn about architecture. 
They have meetings at lunch every 
Monday and they have no sponsor, they 
meet in room 1140. What you do in the 
Architecture Club is you will look at 
slideshows, you will take trips to diff er-
ent architectural museums, learn about 
diff erent projects that are being done all 
over the world, and do your very own 
projects. Architecture Club lets peo-
ple express their love and ideas about 
architecture and share it with fellow 
peers. They have an instagram account 
which is @jbhsarchitectureclub. You 
can join whenever.

Armenian Club

Armenian Club is a club working 

to educate people on Armenian culture 
and spread awareness of current events 
in Armenia. Everyone is welcome. The 
club is sponsored by Shake Balian and 
meets once every two weeks in Room 
1215 at lunch. Join by attending their 
fi rst meeting on September 19, 2024. 
To get more information about the club, 
fi nd them @jbhs_armenianclub on In-
stagram.

Asian Americans United Club

Asian Americans United (AAU) 
is a club led by Aniana Advincula and 
Mimi Bayarjavhlan. The club was cre-
ated as a safe space to confront issues 
that the Asian American community 
faces. Vice President Haily Hoang 
shares, “We plan to build connections 
and fundraise for underrepresented 
communities in Asia by hosting fun 
events like potlucks, movie nights, 
and more!” The club takes place every 
fi rst Friday of the month in Ms. Park’s 
room (2228). They can be found on In-
stagram @jbhs.aau and on the Remind 
app. There is no deadline to join and 
anyone is welcome. 

ASL Club

The ASL Club at Burroughs High 
School is a vibrant and inclusive com-
munity where students come together to 
learn American Sign Language (ASL) 
and explore Deaf culture. Sponsored by 
Ms. Rincon, the dedicated ASL teacher, 
the club meets in her classroom, room 
1213, providing a welcoming space for 
students of all skill levels. Members of 
the club learn how to sign the alphabet 
and numbers, engage in daily conver-
sations using ASL, and gain a deeper 
understanding of Deaf culture and its 
history. The club’s primary goals are to 
educate students about Deaf culture and 
help them become profi cient in ASL, 
fostering greater communication and 
understanding within the school com-
munity. For more information, students 
can join their Google Classroom using 
the code ksaffi  h or follow them on Ins-
tagram at @jbhs.aslclub.

Blueprints for Health

Blueprints for Health is a club on 
campus dedicated to helping patients in 
medical facilities. The club helps make 
care packages and writes messages for 
patients, alongside fundraising for ser-
vice hours. It’s held every other Thurs-
day in Mr. Garcia’s room, 1-142. Any 
additional information can be found @
jbhsblueprintsforhealth on Instagram.

Books For a Bright Future

Books for a bright future club is a 

club where you will be collecting books 
from people that want to give them 
away. The goal of this club is to give the 
collected books to students that might 
not be able to get books for themselves. 
The sponsor is Ms.Knoop and they will 
meet at lunch in Ms.Knoops room. If 
you didn’t join during Club Rush you 
can always stop by at one of their meet-
ings and sign up.   This is a great way to 
help out in your community.

Black Student Union

Black Student Union (BSU) meets 
every Wednesday in Mr. Moore’s room, 
room 6201. Although the club is not 
new to JBHS this is Mr. Moore’s fi rst 
year hosting the club. The goal of the 
club is to bring all students on cam-
pus, not just black students, together 
for fundraisers and speeches. The club 
plans to have a speaker from UCLA 
soon in one of their meetings. If you 
would like to join BSU just go to room 
6-201 at lunch on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 11th, and if you would like to know 
more there is a JBHS BSU Instagram 
page. 

Burbank Nuclear Abolitionists Club

BNWA stands for Burbank Nuclear 
Abolitionists Club. What this club does 
is they have guest speakers come and 
talk about what they have dealt with 
nuclear weapons, there are a ton of peo-
ple who  come and talk about what they 
went through when the Nagaski and Hi-
roshima bombs dropped on Japan. They 
also attended a presentation of a proc-
lamation for the abolition of Nuclear 
weapons by the Burbank mayor. They 
want to spread awareness of nuclear 
weapons. They meet in Mrs.Kaur's 
room. You can join whenever.

Burbank Student Mental Health Board

The Burbank Student Mental 
Health Board at Burroughs High 
School is a dedicated club focused on 
raising awareness about mental health 
within the student community. Spon-
sored by  Ms. Weiner, the club pro-
vides a supportive environment where 
students can engage in meaningful 
discussions and activities that promote 
mental well-being. Meetings typically 
take place after school, often at parks 
or members' homes, fostering a relaxed 
atmosphere for open dialogue. The 
club’s primary focus is on fundraising 
for mental health awareness initiatives, 
ensuring that vital resources and infor-
mation are accessible to all. Through 
their eff orts, the club aims to destigma-
tize mental health issues and create a 
more informed and empathetic student 
body. For more information about their 

goals and upcoming events, visit their 
website at smhb.weebly.com

Burroughs Bible Club

Burroughs Bible Club is the per-
fect place to gain insight on Christian 
Scripture. Sponsored by Mr. Reyes in 
room 2-209 every other Wednesday at 
lunch, led by Club Founder and Presi-
dent, Abigail Clark. Upholding the goal 
“to provide a safe space for Christians 
and Non-Christians to learn about the 
Christian Faith” while discussing a sec-
tion of the bible every week. One can 
reach the Club president on instagram, 
@jbhsbible_club. The Club is open to 
all perspectives in discussions, actively 
encouraging all members to ask ques-
tions during meetings. Clark explains, 
“I’ll usually say what I think about 
(what was read)” before opening up the 
conversation among the Club goers. Bi-
ble Club is open to people of all beliefs, 
and welcomes students with diff erent 
backgrounds to stop by whenever pos-
sible. 

Cancer Relief Club

The Cancer Relief Club is a club 
focused on fundraising, donating, and 
raising awareness for cancer founda-
tions and their mission to support those 
aff ected by cancer. It's sponsored by 
Mrs. Knoop and headed by Club Pres-
ident Alana Sanchez. The club meets 
every Monday or Wednesday in Mrs. 
Knoops room. Members must join by 
the third meeting and can fi nd more in-
formation at a meeting or through their 
Instagram page: @jbhs_cancerrelief

Chess Club 

Chess Club is a returning club to 
JBHS this year. However, it will now 
be held in Mr. Noland’s room instead 
of Mrs. Balian’s room. The club will 
also now meet every Friday at lunch 
instead of every Tuesday. The club has 
no Instagram or other social media site 
because it’s super casual. The goal of 
the club is just to bring students togeth-
er around the chess board to build com-
munity and most importantly, have fun!

Clothes for a Cause

The club Clothes for a Cause is a 
new club at John Burroughs, that any-
one can join! This club is going to dis-
cuss issues such as overconsumption 
and consumerism as well as benefi ts of 
second hand shopping. The goal of this 
club is also to educate people on these 
diff erent issues and benefi ts. To help 
with these issues they will be hold-
ing clothing drives. The meetings will 
take place the second Tuesday of every 
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month in Mrs. Robertsons room. Mrs. 
Robertsons room is 1-208. To get more 
information about this club you can vis-
it the Instagram which is @clothesfora-
cause_jbhs. You can send a message 
on the Instagram account or even just 
attend meetings. If you’re defi nitely in-
terested in joining you can also join the 
Remind for more information and re-
minders, the code is 4b2d92. Everyone 
is welcome to join at any time, as long 
as they’re willing to participate!

Color Guard and Drumline Club

Color Guard and Drumline Club 
is a club sponsored by the John Bur-
roughs High School Instrumental 
Music Association that meets twice a 
week on Mondays and Wednesdays at 
4:30PM. It is located at the band room 
in building 7; room number 7-003. In 
this club attendees will acquire the 
skills of fl ag tossing/spinning and read-
ing music. The purpose of this club is 
to spread awareness for the marching 
arts, and you can get more information 
at the jbhsima.org website. There is no 
due date to sign up, and anyone can join 
the club by signing up via attending the 
club meetings. 

Comic Craft Club

Comic Craft Club is a new club this 
year for anyone interested in comics 
and graphic novels. The club’s goal is 
to teach students to create their very 
own comics. It takes place at lunch on 
Wednesdays in Ms. Seymour’s class-
room, room 1-209. For any questions, 
contact the club’s leader Chinmayi @
fallingstarz_18 on Instagram.

Confections for a Cause

Confections for a Cause is a Feed-
ing America-sponsored club dedicat-
ed to fundraising for charity through 
baked goods. The club does everything 
from hosting bake sales to volunteering 
at food centers. They meet in Mr. Pee-
ble’s room, room 2-207, at lunch ev-
ery other Friday, with some additional 
meetings after school. Anyone interest-
ed in joining can check out @jbhs.c4c 
on Instagram.

California Scholarship Federation

The California Scholarship Federa-
tion is a returning JBHS club this year. 
However, now that Mr. Lee has left 
Mrs. Snowden is the only sponsor left 
of the club. The club meets one Tues-
day a month, usually in the Small Gym. 
The purpose of the club is to act as an 
honors society and scholarship club for 
JBHS and California students.

Digital Music Club

Digital Music Club is an unspon-
sored club which meets weekly, on 
Fridays at lunch. They meet in Ms. 
Kim’s room and teach the crafts of 
producing music and DJing. In ad-
dition to this they deconstruct new 
music releases and analyze them. The 
goal of this club is for every member 
to become more knowledgeable about 
music production and making beats. 
As of right now there’s no way to get 
further information, however a website 
is being worked on to announce further 
developments in the club’s content. The 
deadline to sign up for the club was on 
Friday, September 6, and you sign up 
by talking to Avery Kendall, President 
of the Digital Music Club. 

Dude I Love Freedom Club

The Dude I Love Freedom Club’s 
purpose is to help students feel comfort-
able with the idea of pursuing law as a 
future career path. Every other Monday 
during lunch in room 2-203, they have 
their meetings. In these meetings, inter-
ested students will learn about what it 
takes to become an attorney. To join, 
message them through their Instagram, 
@jbhs_dude.i.love.freedom.

ECO Club

The ECO Club is a club run by Ms. 
Russon. This club was made to help 
make the environment better. They 
meet every other Wednesday at lunch 
in Ms. Russon's room. They're going 
to set up service hour projects like 
cleaning up the environment and hav-
ing clothing drives. The goal for the 
year is to help make their community 
more sustainable. It’s easy to fi nd their 
club, just follow them on Instagram or 
visit them in one of their meetings to 
receive more information. There's no 
time limit on joining, anyone's free to 
join any time but they suggest joining 
as soon as possible for more chances to 
get service hours and experience how 
the club works.        

Engineering Club

The Engineering Club is held in 
room 6103 and takes place every Tues-
day at lunch, hosted by Mr. Vezina. This 
club has many fun hands-on projects 
such as making popsicle stick bridges 
and tin foil boats to help demonstrate 
how to create strong structures out of 
seemingly regular objects and materi-
als. The goal of this club is to provide 
engineering opportunities for everyone. 
If you’d like to sign up, you can sign 
up in person or send them a message. 
To get more information, you can visit 
their Instagram @jbhsengineeringclub. 

This club has no sign-up deadline and is 
open to anyone, so join now!

The Environmental Cleanup Club

The Environmental Cleanup Club 
gives service hours for those that pick 
up trash during their monthly cleanups 
at parks, beaches, and other nature-re-
lated places. Sponsored by Malia De La 
Torre, the club's goal is to raise aware-
ness about saving the environment. 
They have meetings twice a month on 
Thursdays at lunch in Room 1-232. 
Join their google classroom by using 
code U4qu6ap and join their Remind 
by texting @jbhsecc24 to 81010. Al-
ternatively, fi nd them on Instagram @
jbhs_environmentalcleanup.

Fashion Design and Illustration Club

Fashion Design and Illustration 
Club is a fun club where you draw fash-
ion and create looks based off  of your 
style. The goal of the club is to show 
others you can fi nd and pursue your 
passion. This club takes place during 
lunch on Mondays in room 1-149. 
Ways to get more information about the 
club is to join their Google Classroom 
and to contact the club's president by 
email at ShalaBadeai@gmail.com.  

Fellowship Of Christian Athletes

The Fellowship Of Christian Ath-
letes (FCA) is returning to Club Rush 
for the 2024-2025 school year, and 
is sponsored by the nationwide FCA 
organization. Meetings for this club 
take place during lunch every Fri-
day, in room 2209. During the weekly 
meetings, members join together for 
Bible study and discussion. Outside 
of meetings, members work togeth-
er before games to review testaments 
and prayers. This club aims to build 
a community for Christian athletes, 
within both the school and throughout 
the country. All are welcome to join 
the FCA by following their Remind or 
Instagram account, or stopping by Mr. 
Reyes’s room!

Filipino Culture Club

The Filipino Culture Club gathers 
to create a safe space for the Filipino 
population here at JBHS. Lead by Se-
nior Bethel Santos and is sponsored by 
the ASL teacher Ms. Rincon, the club 
meets in room 1-223 on the fi rst Mon-
day of the month. In this club they also 
go over events for the Filipino culture. 
For information about this club, you 
can fi nd their Instagram which is @
jbhs_fi lipinocc or you can just show 
up to the meeting every fi rst Monday 
of each month. You do not need to be 
Filipino to join this club. 

Fishing Club

JBHS’ Fishing Club is accepting 
any interested members to join their 
club. They meet every other Tuesday in 
Ms. Seymour’s classroom, 1-209. They 
will teach tips and tricks on fi shing and 
go on trips. Their goal is to get more 
people interested in fi shing. To join, 
sign up or follow their Instagram, @
jbhs.fi shing.club. New members are 
welcome to join at any time.

Futures In Healthcare

The Futures In Healthcare pro-
vides opportunities in talking about the 
futures in healthcare to clear up any 
confusion about what healthcare is all 
about. The main goal of the club is to 
educate and promote more students 
into joining the healthcare world. Spon-
sored by Mr. Valle and run by Bella 
Matossian, the club meets every other 
Thursday in room 1-213. To join you 
can follow them on Instagram, which 
is jbhs.futuresinhealthcare, or on their 
Remind app with the code x7k3w.

Habitat for Humanity

Habitat for Humanity is a Club that 
helps rebuild the community around 
Burbank. The club includes many ser-
vice opportunities like painting bird-
houses and providing hygiene drives 
for people in need and many other 
drives that help the community strive. 
They meet every other Wednesday at 
lunch in Ms. Russons room, which is 
1-201. Their goal this year is to build 
a stronger community. One way to join 
this club is through an app called Re-
mind just text @JBHSHAB to 81010 
or follow their Instagram @JBHSHAB. 
Anyone can join anytime.      

Helping Hands Club

Helping Hands is a club for those 
who want to better the community from 
the comfort of campus. Meetings held 
by Club Adviser Mrs. Nakashima in 
room 6-203 at lunch on Wednesdays. 
President Amy Pham plans to host a 
meeting twice a month focusing on 
“supporting the community, fundrais-
ing, donation to charities” all while 
being primarily on school grounds. 
Events will focus on being accessible 
and easy for any student to participate 
for service hours. The board members 
are found through their Instagram, @
jbhshelpinghands. Pham also wants to 
complete 200 total service hours by the 
end of the year while donating raised 
funds to various charities. All donations 
given to Helping Hands will go towards 
those in need, “We are a non-profi t” 
Pham states. The Club also has a Re-
mind and Google Classroom for the 
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early members and if joining are rec-
ommended to do so as soon as possible. 

Hiking Club

If you like exploring outside try the 
Hiking Club! Co-run by Easton Siems 
and Ziv Rabinovitch, this club meets on 
Thursdays in Mr Reyes’ room,  2-209. 
Members are given the opportunity to 
suggest any hiking locations on their 
Instagram. Common things brought to 
the hikes are backpacks, water bottles, 
sunscreen, and snacks. If you want to 
explore with friends on your own two 
feet, hiking club is for you.

History Club
 
The goal of History Club is to have 

an educated perspective about history, 
and to do so in an entertaining way. 
History Club is planning to accomplish 
this goal by watching movies, snacks, 
bringing in historical objects, and more. 
Meetings of History Club are being 
hosted during lunch time, at Mr.Hou-
gan’s room 2-214, and led by Ethan 
Salamoff . You can be more informed 
about the club at @jbhs_history_club 
on Instagram. You may join in by sign-
ing up, and you can join any time of the 
school year.

Homeless Relief Club

Homeless Relief Club focuses 
on shining a light and helping fi ght 
the homeless crisis in the community 
through informative meetings and va-
rieties of charity work, including fund-
raisers, supply drives and care packages 
that go straight to local businesses and 
organizations assisting the poor. Home-
less Relief Club meets at lunch once 
or twice a month in room 1-206 with 
sponsor, Mr. Osmonson. Students can 
stay updated through their Instagram @
jbhshomelessrelief, Google Classroom, 
Remind, Linktree and can join through 
their digital sign-up form that is posted 
on their socials. 

Horror Club

Horror Club is a club that will be re-
turning this year. Mr. Mesquita is spon-
soring and hosting the club in his room, 
2-314. The meetings happen on the last 
Tuesday of every month and people 
may join at any time of the year. The 
club’s focus will be on diff erent horror 
genres and will include many presenta-
tions. The goal of the club is to provide 
a safe space for all people who want to 
be able to talk freely about their interest 
in horror. To get more information, visit 
@jbhs_horror_club on Tiktok or mes-
sage one of the club’s presidents, Fiona 
Balas at 818-378-1987.

Indoor Gardening Club

The Indoor Gardening Club is a 
very open group. They allow students 
to join anytime during the semester, and 
welcome all to be a part of their club. 
The meetings are held every last Tues-
day of each month in room 2-306. In 
the club, they will be teaching members 
how to care for indoor plants, like suc-
culents. The goal of the club is to spread 
positivity and love for indoor plants. If 
you have any questions or would like to 
join, message them through their Insta-
gram, @jbhsgardeningclub.

Interior Set Architect Club 

A great club here at Burroughs is 
the Interior Set Architect Club. This 
club meets during lunch in the Dra-
ma room. The club discusses diff erent 
styles of building history, what makes 
a building interesting, what designs go 
together, what future things will look 
like, and what inspirations they can 
draw on. In this club you will be work-
ing on sketches, dioramas, and other 
projects. It will be a discussion based 
club as well as hands on crafting. There 
are also outside opportunities available 
for members of this club like, set build-
ing for service hours with Tech Crew or 
opportunities for volunteer work. The 
goal of this club is to get people in-
spired and to broaden people's interest 
in many diff erent types of architectural 
design. All info will be posted on their 
instagram account which is @interior_
set_architect_club. All are welcome to 
join this club at any time but make sure 
to join this club as soon as possible so 
you don't miss out on too much. They 
will try to meet every other Monday. 

JBHS Cycling Club

Like getting exercise and seeing 
all around LA? Well then the JBHS 
Cycling Club is for you. The club is 
run by Good Morning John Burroughs 
reporter Brandon Robertson. The club 
does not meet anywhere on campus, 
meetings are organized on the Discord 
server for the club, and members meet 
at the agreed location. You are required 
to bring your own bike. As well as that 
rule, teachers are actually not liable for 
any injuries, so be safe!

JBHS Outdoor Adventure Club

JBHS Outdoor Adventure Club, 
or the JBOA for short, is a club that 
strives to get people outside and active 
with their friends because we live in an 
amazing city where the beauty of nature 
is often overlooked, but all you have to 
do is look for it. Essentially, their goal 
is “we try to make people touch grass.” 
This club’s advisor is Coach Valle 

and the meetings are held every other 
Tuesday at lunch and the out of school 
events such as hiking, going to beach-
es, horseback riding and other fun ac-
tivities. In school meetings are held in 
Coach Valles room 1-214. If you would 
like to join this amazing club the Goo-
gle Classroom code is qhvf21i and their 
Instagram page is “jbhs.outdoors” and 
their TikTok is outdoors.club1 and last-
ly there’s a Remind App. You can join 
by sending @jbhsou to 81010. There 
is no deadline to join and you can join 
anytime.

The Journaling Club

The Journaling Club strives to help 
people grow as a person by expressing 
themselves in writing. Sponsored by 
Ms. Russon and run by Club President 
Silverina Santora, the club meets every 
other Thursday in room 1-201.The club 
looks to take a deep into the science 
of journaling while also looking at the 
diff erent ways to journal. There is no 
specifi c time so if you are interested in 
joining this club, pop into one of their 
meetings every other Thursday during 
lunch.

Junior State of America

The Junior State of America or 
J.S.A is a club designed to teach stu-
dents debate and communication skills 
as well as knowledge on government 
and civics. The club functions as a de-
bate team as well, providing a stage for 
students to actively showcase their skill 
as a debater. Sponsored by Mr. Knatcal 
and led by President Ellie Guemero the 
club is open for new members all year 
long. You can learn more by attending 
a meeting at lunch on Thursdays in Mr. 
Knatcal's room or through their Insta-
gram page: @burroughs_jsa.

Korean Learning Club

One fun club that Burroughs has to 
off er is the Korean Learning Club. This 
club meets during lunch every Monday 
starting the week of September 16th. 
They meet in room 2-328, Ms. Kim’s 
room. The goal of this club is to learn 
Korean and basic introductions in Ko-
rean. You can fi nd them on Instagram 
@jbhskoreanlearningclub, you can also 
fi nd them on the Remind app. One joins 
by just attending the meeting and there 
is no due date to join. If you're interest-
ed make sure to join!

K-pop Club

K-pop Club is a club that will 
be returning this year hosted by Ms. 
Snowden in her room, 2-306. It will 
happen twice a month on Fridays. The 

club contains K-pop parties, dressing 
up, and even includes a special perfor-
mance at Hip-Hop Explosion with the 
Dance Team. The goal of the club is 
to provide a safe community for those 
who enjoy listening to K-pop. Signing 
up is on Remind, the code is k2kef, and 
the club is open to join at all times of 
the year.

Latinos Unidos 

Latinos Unidos is a club at John 
Burroughs High School. Their spon-
sor is Mr. Valle, and they meet in his 
room every other Friday (Room 1-213). 
Members of this club mainly talk 
about Latino cultures and play games. 
They’re goal is to shine light on the dif-
ferent Latino cultures. You can join by 
just signing up and can join at any time. 
To get more information about the club, 
they have an instagram page which is 
@jbhs.latinosunidos.

Lend-A-Paw

The club Lend-A-Paw at John Bur-
roughs has been around for a year now 
and if you love animals or just want to 
help support the Burbank Animal Shel-
ter, this is a great club for you! This club 
helps to involve students with our local 
animal shelter here in Burbank. In this 
club there will be fundraisers, supply 
drives, cleanups at the shelter, as well 
as hikes with shelter dogs. The meet-
ings will take place in Mr. Osmonson's 
classroom which is located in the fi rst 
building on the second fl oor. The meet-
ings will take place the fi rst Wednesday 
of every month at lunchtime. There’s a 
possibility of extra meetings occasion-
ally if necessary. To get more informa-
tion on this club you can follow their 
Instagram page @jbhs.lendapaw, you 
can also join their Remind by texting 
the code k8be8g to the number 81010. 
This club is open to anyone at anytime!

Letters of Light Club

One amazing club is The Letters of 
Light Club! This club meets the fi rst 
and third Tuesday of each month in 
Ms. Snowden's Room (2-304). In this 
club you will be able to write letters of 
encouragement and from care packag-
es to send to local children's hospitals. 
The goal is to teach students at JBHS 
how to write letters and give them a 
new perspective on how they are im-
pacting children's patients' lives. You 
can contact them through their Insta-
gram @jbhs.letters.of.light.club. Any-
one interested in joining come to their 
fi rst meeting on September 17, or join 
the Remind app with their link in their 
Instagram bio. The preferred deadline 
would be the fi rst meeting to join this 
club!
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Leukemia and Lymphoma Club

Leukemia and Lymphoma Club 
supports blood cancer patients by mak-
ing care packages, hosting fundraisers, 
planning and attending events, partic-
ipating in a seven week fundraising 
campaign and at the end there is a gala 
where all club members go to celebrate. 
The club takes place in Mr. Mesquita’s 
classroom on some Wednesdays which 
are announced on their Instagram at lls_
club_jbhs and their Band app. To fi nd 
more information students can contact 
Morgan Wright and Anya Kallianpur 
on the clubs Instagram page or fi ll out 
the link in the story highlights. Through 
the LLS Club students can earn 100 ser-
vice hours, letters of recommendation 
and something to add to their college 
applications. 

Math Club

Here at JBHS one of this year's 
clubs is Math Club. Math Club is spon-
sored by Mr. Peebles held Thursdays at 
lunch in room 2-206. In the Math Club 
this year the members will prepare for 
competitions, off er tutoring, and learn 
new math. Talking to more people that 
enjoy math is this year's Math Club 
goal. If you are interested go to the 
Math Club Instagram page and/or con-
tact any of the founders. Make sure to 
sign up by the end of September.

Multicultural Club

The Multicultural Club, sponsored 
by Mrs. Pavel, will meet every other 
week on Wednesdays in room 2-213. 
Although the exact start date is still 
uncertain, the club plans to talk about 
the seven continents and explore the 
diff erent countries in depth. Members 
will learn about various traditions, fes-
tivals, food, and art from around the 
world. The goal of the club is to edu-
cate people about diff erent cultures and 
raise awareness about diverse lives and 
traditions. To join, follow the club's 
Instagram @Jbhs_multiculturalclub or 
check Remind by texting 81010 and 
sending the message @jbhsmcc. There 
is no deadline to join, and everyone is 
welcome!

Multi Ethnic Student Alliance Club

Looking for a way to learn about 
diff erent cultures in the community 
then come join the Multi Ethnic Stu-
dent Alliance Club. This Club is run by 
Ms. Meberg. The purpose of their club 
is to advocate for multi ethnic people 
in the community and help them feel 
safer. The meetings are held in Ms. Me-
berg's classroom every other Monday. 
Ways to join the club is by joining their 
Google Classroom or following their 

Instagram, which anyone can do any-
time, there's no deadline. Their goals 
for the year is to empower multi ethnic 
students on campus and celebrate their 
cultures.     

Music Appreciation Club

Music Appreciation Club is having 
its debut during the 2024-2025 school 
year! This club takes place every other 
Thursday during lunch, in room 1-209. 
Music Appreciation Club members will 
discuss their favorite songs and artists, 
and meet people with similar interests. 
They will also learn how to make their 
own merchandise including t-shirts, 
pins, and much more! This club aims 
to build a community of music-loving 
people and help students fi nd others 
who enjoy the same music they do - or 
discover new music. Pop by Ms. Sey-
mour’s room in 1-209 to join, or DM 
the @jbhsmusicappreciation Insta-
gram! Everybody is welcome to stop 
by and join the community.

Nursing Club 

Another interesting club for stu-
dents to participate in is the Nursing 
Club. Run by Ms. Nava, this club al-
lows students the opportunity to learn 
more in depth about nursing, careers, 
and hear from guest speakers with more 
information. The club meets every oth-
er Wednesday in room 2-208. Their 
goal is to not only inspire students to 
pursue their goals in the nursing fi eld, 
but they also hope to take a hospital 
tour for more hands-on experience. Stu-
dents are able to join this club anytime 
during the year by attending a meeting. 
For more information about this club 
you can visit their Instagram page @
JBHSnursing. 

Outdoor Adventure Club

The Outdoor Adventure Club, with 
Coach Valle as the sponsor, will kick 
off  every other Tuesday starting on 
September 3rd during lunch in Coach 
Valle's room. The club's activities in-
clude hiking, beach bonfi re nights, surf-
ing, stargazing, horseback riding, and 
many more outdoor adventures! The 
main goal of the club is to create great 
memories and have a blast outdoors. 
For more details, check out @jbhs.out-
doorsclub on Instagram. You can join 
by signing up, attending meetings, or 
messaging their Instagram or TikTok. 
There's no rush to join, and all events 
are optional!

Portraits of Kindness 

Portraits of Kindness not only al-
lows students to be creative and make 
art, but it also contributes to an import-

ant cause. With the help of organiza-
tions called the Chipatso Project and 
Memory Project, children in impover-
ished areas are able to send photos of 
themselves to be created into portraits 
painted by students. This is a very im-
portant act of service, especially since 
most of these children don’t have ac-
cess to cameras or have the ability to 
see themselves in a photo. This mission 
is very special to the sponsor of the 
club, Ms. Nakashima, who traveled to 
Malawi, Africa to deliver the portraits 
and meet some of the children. The 
fi rst informational meeting is Monday, 
September 9 in room 6-203. However, 
students are able to join anytime by 
showing up. For more details on the 
Chipatso Project, students can visit the 
club’s Instagram page (@pokjbhs) or 
MemoryProject.org. 

Rock Lounge

Rock Lounge is a new club here on 
campus this year. It’s a club where ev-
eryone can come together to talk about 
and play music. It’s in Mr. Spargur’s 
room, 2-312, at lunch on Wednesdays 
for anyone who’s interested. For more 
information check out the Rock Lounge 
Instagram. 

SAGA

SAGA is one of the many clubs 
here at JBHS. It stands for Sexuality 
And Gender Alliance and primarily is 
meant to be a hub for queer people and 
sexuality/gender discussion. A variety 
of activities are done in the club, such 
as games and presentations on diff erent 
sexualities, which members can volun-
teer to present. Goals of the club this 
year include Day of Silence, which is 
SAGA’s main event every year, as well 
as pushing and advocating for more 
queer literature in the schools curricu-
lum. Junior student Riley Quigley is the 
president of the club, with Sonia Don-
nell acting as VP. Senior student Ruby 
Arana manages their social media, they 
are active on Instagram and TikTok. 
Mrs. Weiner is the club advisor, and 
they meet every Thursday at lunch in 
her room, 1-216.

Service With A Purpose

At JBHS one of this year’s clubs is 
Service with a Purpose Club. Service 
with a Purpose Club is sponsored by 
Mr. Dekay held in room 1-221 every 
second Thursday of the month. The 
main goal of this club is to provide 
students with accessible ways to earn 
service hours while serving our com-
munity. If you are interested head on 
over to the Service with a Purpose Club 
Instagram page and/or come to any of 
the meetings.

Teen Teach Club

In Teen Teach Club, you will be 
tutoring kindergartners to 8th graders. 
The goal of the club is to schedule a 
time with a kid to help them with their 
homework or other school related ac-
tivities. The sponsor is Ms. Robertson. 
They will be meeting in Ms. Robert-
son’s room during lunch. You can join 
anytime by either going to a meeting 
and sign up there, or by messaging 
them on their Instagram account.

Tennis Club

The Tennis Club welcomes any in-
terested members. They aim to teach 
and tutor people how to play tennis and 
the rules of tennis. Their goal is to get 
people more interested and involved in 
tennis. Their sponsor is Ms. Holling-
shed and they practice on the Bur-
roughs tennis courts on Saturdays. To 
join, sign up or follow their Instagram, 
@jbhs_tennis_club. They will accept 
new members to join whenever.

That Girl Society

That Girl Society is the perfect club 
for students interested in learning about 
womens’ skincare, healthcare, and 
women in general. The club is run by 
Club President Jada Ali and Vice Pres-
ident Emma Fabella. That Girl Society 
is a club that focuses on helping people 
fi nd themselves. Club meetings take 
place every other Thursday at lunch in 
room 1-201, and anyone can join at any 
time. Those interested can join by just 
simply showing up to a meeting. To 
get more information, visit That Girl 
Society’s Instagram account, @thatgir-
lalasociety.

Theory Club

One of the many clubs here at John 
Burroughs is the Theory Club. The 
sponsor for this club is Mr. Hougan. In 
Theory Club, you share and learn ideas 
about the world and the overall goal is 
to learn. Theory Club meets every oth-
er Wednesday at lunch in room 2-214. 
More ways to get information about 
this club is to join the Google Class-
room and look up the Theory Club's 
Instagram account @theoryclub.jbhs. 

UNICEF

The main purpose of UNICEF is to 
bring awareness about the struggles of 
the less fortunate children around the 
world. UNICEF wants to do this by 
raising money through fundraisers for 
these children in need. Every month 
of the fi rst Monday, the UNICEF club 
comes together usually in  room 1-150. 
You may visit @jbhs_unicef to learn 
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more about the club as a whole or to 
join the club, or talk to Alvira Hussain. 
Everyone may join this club at any time 
of the school year.

Video Production Club

The Video Production Club meets 
at lunch, once a month, on Wednes-
days. They meet in room 6-207, Ms. 
Meschkat’s room. In this club they 
teach people how to use more complex 
cameras and equipment like gimbals. 
They also teach members how to use 
editing software as well as basic edit-
ing techniques. The goal of this club is 
to provide students without room for 
fi lm and digital media classes in their 
schedules a chance to learn some of the 
fun things taught in those classes. Later 
down the road, the club hopes to com-
pete in some fi lm competition. People 
enter by showing up to the meetings 
and can join anytime throughout the 
year. But make sure to join as soon as 
possible because some projects take 
several meetings so for students who 
don't plan to be at every meeting take 
that into account, but students will be 
notifi ed in those cases. 

Women Against Violence Club

The Women Against Violence Club, 
run by Ellie Guerrero, is a very impact-
ful club that focuses on fi ghting against 

violence. This club meets once a month 
on Fridays. Members make keychains, 
host fundraisers and will have guest 
speakers. They also are giving opportu-
nities for free taekwondo classes. If you 
are interested, you can join anytime. 
You can contact them through Insta-
gram; @womenagainstviolence_jbhs 
or visit Ms. Seymours room.

Women’s Rights Initiative Club

The Women’s Rights Initiative 
Club allows you to advocate for your-
self and others. In this club, you will be 
expected to help advocate for women's 
rights not only on campus but also off  
campus. The goal is to address issues 
that people often don’t take into consid-
eration throughout school. The sponsor 
of this club is Ms. Nakashima. Meet-
ings will be held in room 6-203 every 
fi rst Wednesday of the month during 
lunch. There is no deadline to sign up 
and you can get more information the 
club on their Google Classroom, sign-
ing up using the code sw5cvy4. 

Women In Sports Club

Introducing the Women In Sports 
Club. This club is held during lunch on 
the last Thursday of each month in Mrs. 
Knolls room 1-150. In this club, you 
are going to learn about former JBHS 
students and talk about how they perse-

vered through high school as a female 
athlete and sharing tips as well as pre-
paring for their clothing drive. The goal 
of this club is to give women in sports 
the opportunity to feel comfortable in 
an environment talking about sports 
and any issues and to overall have a 
safe space. To contact this club, their 
Instagram is @womeninsportsjbhs and 
they also have a Google Classroom as 
well as a Remind app.

Women in STEM Club

Women In STEM Club is the per-
fect place to learn about STEM oppor-
tunities as well as empower women 
in the workplace. Sponsored by Mrs. 
Carlton in room 1-140, every other 
Tuesday at Lunch. Club leaders can be 
found through Instagram, @womenn-
stem. The Club plans to provide STEM 
opportunities in general meetings, as 
well as host science projects for after 
school patrons. Club Vice President, 
Audrey Stuver aims to teach “the con-
cepts behind (STEM programs) and 
interact with hands-on projects."  The 
Club also wants to lessen the stigma 
surrounding women in STEM careers 
due to women being “typically discrim-
inated against…especially in STEM 
fi elds.” The club itself is here to help 
“women going into the workplace or 
college,” Stuver elaborates.

Women's History Club

Women's History Club, run by Ken-
dra Broussard and Valentina Morales, 
focuses on raising awareness on the 
women in history who’ve impacted the 
world. They will touch on women's his-
tory month, important women in histo-
ry, and much more. The club meets ev-
ery Wednesday at lunch. Their goal is 
to shine more light on the women You 
can join by October. If you're interest-
ed, you can stop by Mr. Hochberg's 
room 2-023. 

You Matter Club

The You Matter Club is a club 
sponsored by one of our art teachers, 
Ms. Nakashima, and is held every two 
weeks at lunch time. These meetings 
are in Ms. Nakashima’s room. In this 
club, you will be able to advocate for 
mental health, participate in art thera-
py, and other self care. The goal of the 
club is to spread awareness for mental 
health and to provide a safe space for 
everyone. To join, all you have to do is 
come to a meeting, and/or follow the 
club on Instagram. The Instagram ac-
count is “@youmatter_club.” There is 
no specifi c date that you must sign up 
by, anytime is accepted. 

Tඁൾ Sඍඎൽൾඇඍ Sඍඈඋൾ
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Hey Bears, as of Thursday, Au-
gust 25, 2024, Mrs. Louisa Alexan 
provided John Burroughs High 
School with the latest information 
regarding JBHS spirit wear and 
merchandise bundle, as well as 
the notice that spirit wear is pur-
chasable at any time during school 
hours so that you can go into the 
year with spirited optimism and 
Burroughs pride.

 The JBHS Digital Student 
Store displays a special bundle that 
that can be purchased by anyone up 
until March 2nd, 2025 at 12AM. 
This package deal includes a Year-
book and ASB membership, which 
not only saves $10, but also off ers 
a free spirit t-shirt available to be 
picked up at the Student Store. 

According to Mrs. Alexan, this 
is the fi rst time such a bundle has 
been off ered. 

That said, students still have the 
ability to buy each item separately, 
for their standard, retail price. 

As of right now all P.E. clothes 
and spirit t-shirts only come in 
one color and the Senior Sweat-
shirts come in red. Hoodies can be 
bought this year for $25 each, in 
the sizes of small, medium, large, 
extra large, and extra extra large.

JBHS bags are also in stock this 
year and are selling for $15. They 
are available for pick-up in the 
Student Store before school and 
throughout nutrition and lunch. 
Additionally, the newest addition 
to school garb would be the JBHS 
Pajama Pants, selling at $25 a pair 
and sold in the sizes of extra small, 
small, medium, large, extra large, 
and extra extra large. Addition-
ally, for any students wishing to 
purchase a Yearbook by itself who 
have an ASB card, it's price will 
increase by $10 after September 
2nd, 2024, and the pre-order alto-
gether will discontinue at 12AM on 
March 2nd, 2025. 

Finally many extra-curricular 
activities and classes accept dona-
tions through the web store, and 

in-person Student Store through 
Mrs. Alexan, who in addition to 
managing the student store, is the 
fi nance clerk. These classes include 
Film and TV production, Stage-
craft, Track and Field, Journalism, 
Boys and Girls Soccer, Boys and 
Girls Volleyball, Spanish class, Art 
class, and many other clubs and 
maintenance projects. 

Overall the Student store is ex-

panding its accommodations and 
souvenirs for students more this 
year than any other year, with its 
new Senior bundles, pajamas, and 
methods of transaction. Students 
can pay for items available in-per-
son via cash, credit card, Apple 
Pay, and checks. Once again all 
items up for sale are available at 
any time, and can be ordered in a 
moment's notice.
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Limbo is a local band perform-
ing at the Burbank Town Center 
for the Burbank Music Academy’s 
event. It was from 4PM to 7:30PM 
on Saturday, September 7, 2024. 
The versatile pop-rock band fea-
tures Kai Kata, Lyle Palmer, Mar-
co Fotter, Sofi a Jaramillo, and Ol-
ivia “Livvy” Haddon. Within their 
band, they do keys/backing vocals, 
guitar, bass guitar, drums, and vo-
cals respectively.

Although they play a variety 
of genres, they mainly do covers 
of songs from inspirations such as 
Paramore. Some of the songs they 
played on September 7th include 
Blu DeTiger’s “Vintage” and Amy 
Winehouse’s version of “Valerie”. 

They also have an original song 
that Livvy Haddon described as 
being a gentle upbeat love song.

By playing several genres, Lim-
bo can keep audiences engaged 
and show people that you can play 
whatever music you want. That, 
and you can have creative freedom 
and make songs your own. As a 
band, Limbo has talent and passion 
for music that they use to inspire 
others to become artists.

Limbo came together as they 
are now at Burbank Music Acad-
emy, where they were introduced 
to one another. They dedicate time 
to rehearsing weekly as a band and 
have hobbies closely related to 
music individually. Their fantastic 
band name comes from being “in 
limbo” while pondering a band 
name.

Just like any band, Limbo has 
faced the challenge of not always 
being able to practice together, but 
they have prevailed and grown to-
gether as a band. With their simi-
lar goals and motivation, they will 
continue to prosper.

Livvy Haddon, their singer, 
is presently a Freshman at our 
beloved John Burroughs High 
School. Her adoration for singing 

is great, and she writes songs in 
her free time. She said her favorite 
artists include Beabadoobee and 
Taylor Swift, pointing out Taylor 
Swift’s song “Would’ve Could’ve 
Should’ve.”

Limbo most recently played a 
gig on September 7th, but you can 
still come out and support them at 
any upcoming gigs!

Aൿඍൾඋ Sൺඍඎඋൽൺඒ
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After Saturday is a local cover 
band created by some of our very 
own Burroughs students, Com-
prised of Singer Ella Hukle, Bassist 
June Baelly, Guitarist Charlie Finn, 
and Drummer Alex Haddon, After 
Saturday is sure to impress anyone 
listening. Alex and June are both 
Juniors and Ella is a Sophomore, 
all currently attending JBHS.

After Saturday, named for the 
fact that they practice on Satur-
days, got their start at a Burbank 
Music Academy summer camp 
when the four were randomly as-
signed to work together. Alex Had-
don confessed that he was worried 
at fi rst, thinking, “This is a really 
weird group of people, are we gon-
na get along?” but eventually it all 
worked out as he admits, “We’ve 
been together for fi ve-ish years 
now and they are some of my fa-
vorite people.” Ella Hukle says, 
“I think of this band as my second 
family. I love writing music and 
spending time with them outside 
of our band practices. They are 
among my favorite people.”

When asked about goals for the 
year, June Baelly said, “I want to 
time manage, get all A’s, and suc-
ceed in my extracurriculars while 
improving on my bass skills.” 

Alex shared similar feelings, 
saying he wants to, “keep time 
management, maintain grades, and 
hang out with the band more!” As 
far as music goes, they’re current-
ly working on Jerry Lee Lewis’s 
“Great Balls of Fire.” June and 
Alex share similar personal goals 
as well, both wanting to spend 
more time with the band and get 
into good colleges after they grad-
uate. 

According to June, the band's 
inspiration comes from, “Our sing-
er likes Royal Blood. Our latest 

song sounds like Nirvana. I per-
sonally really like alternative in-
die music or rock. I like all genres 
though.”

After Saturday wasn’t every-
body's fi rst introduction to play-
ing music. June shared, “I played 
violin for six years and changed to 
bass when I was seven and my fi rst 
band had broken up so I decided to 
join this band.”

As far as the future goes, Alex 
and June aren’t quite sure what 
they want to do yet. June put it 
simply, “No, I’m undecided. Law 

maybe?” Alex commented, “I’m 
not totally sure what I want to do 
but hopefully it’s something cre-
ative.”

After Saturday has played some 
interesting shows in the past. “We 
have played a couple of gigs at my 
house when my parents threw a 
party for us and those have always 
been good fun,” Alex said. 

June added, “Alex Haddon 
house and Saint Francis Fair with 
that one guy who said our band 
name sucked,” in reference to their 
previous band name, Qui Mu-
siqourum.

When asked if there’s anyone 
they’d like to mention, Alex said, 
“Megan Harkins, who’s moving to 
Boston for Berkley College of Mu-
sic, our kind of band manager Na-
thaniel Scott Myer, and the owner 
of BMA, Laura Wynne!” 

June said, “Shout out to Megan 
Harkins, Charlie’s girlfriend and 
our band manager, kind of.”

After Saturday played a show 
most recently on the roof of the 
Burbank Mall, but there are plen-
ty more shows to come. Make 
sure to come out and support this 
local band at any upcoming gigs 
all around Burbank! You can also 
follow them on Instagram @after-
saturdayband.
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Fresh to Burbank, Kalaveras is 
a Mexican fusion restaurant that 
will leave you with a confused and 
unfulfi lled feeling. Their newest lo-
cation, which opened in late spring 
of this year, is an imposing neon 
addition to the Downtown hustle 
and bustle of Burbank. But… is it 
earning its keep on San Fernando 
Boulevard?

 It's clear from the moment 
you walk into the restaurant that it 
doesn't quite know what it wants to 
be. One is immediately met with 
the intense colors and unique de-
sign choices that the restaurant 
boasts. Walls are covered in the tra-
ditional Mexican folk art one could 
expect from Los Angeles. Howev-
er, this is juxtaposed with bright 
neon signs, Art Deco style chan-
deliers, expensive urban chairs in a 
variety of colors, and spider green 
marble tables all under the glow 
of blacklights. Not to mention the 
zebra print bathrooms with all lime 
green appliances. The obvious 
clash of aesthetics and themes in-
duce a feeling of disharmony and 
friction that creates a chaotic atmo-
sphere for dining.

Besides the gentrifi cation of So-

Cal style, the menu is confusing to 
say the least. Kalaveras off ers the 
expected array of Mexican cuisine 
from albondigas to carne asada. 
However there are notable outliers, 
like their lomo saltado, a histori-
cally Peruvian dish, and the dragon 
or kaluchi sushi rolls. These items 
feel incredibly misplaced on the 
menu and don't quite line up with 
the branding as a whole. 

The food itself had its highs, 
but more frequently, its lows. For 
a restaurant claiming to uphold 
“Latin American culinary classics” 
and a family owned feel, being met 
with no chips and salsa to snack on 
and $14 guacamole is quite shock-
ing. My dining guest and I decided 
to order an array of their food in-
cluding an appetizer of aguachiles, 
and entrees of barbacoa and en-
chiladas verdes accompanied by 
beans and rice. 

Our dinner got off  to a rocky 
start. All of our dishes arrived at 
the same time, leaving us no op-
tions for course staggered dining. 
Had I been seated at a two-top, 
the table would have immediately 
become crowded. The lime cured 
shrimp aguachiles with cucumbers 
and red onions was underwhelm-
ing. Plated like an entree, the 

shrimp were stacked vertically like 
a Jenga tower, which made its ma-
neuverability diffi  cult for sharing. 
There were fewer large shrimp as 
opposed to the traditional small-
er ones used and it was plated on 
an unnecessary garnish of orange, 
which was clearly for presentation 
as the fl avor profi les did not align. 
At $20 you get a fair amount, but it 
is better ordered as a dish and not 
the appetizer it’s promoted as. 

On to our enchiladas verdes, 
made with shredded chicken and 
slathered in a pasilla cream sauce. 
This dish is not bad by any means, 
however it is not an “enchilada 
verdes.” It is distinctly lacking the 
fresh green tang and zest that ev-
ery Angeleno knows so well. With 
an overpowering softness from the 
thick cream the verde chile lime 
taste is completely masked. The 
sauce itself is tasty, but if you are 
looking for the classic tomatillo 
salsa you will be left unsatisfi ed. 

Distinguishing the good from 
the bad, the clear star of the meal 
was the barbacoa; a saucy slow 
braised beef served with corn tor-
tillas for creating tacos. This dish 
was honestly quite delicious. The 
rich fl avors come through the con-
sommé it's served in and the soft 

beef falls apart with each bite. 
Although a relatively simple dish, 
consisting of just meat, broth, and 
a garnishing of onion and cilantro, 
Kalaverdes was able to showcase 
its ability to deliver a great tradi-
tional Mexican dish. For $22 it is 
possibly one of the strongest items 
on their menu. 

The most disappointing part of 
the evening was the beans and rice. 
Lacking in both fl avor and distin-
guishing texture, these Mexican 
staples were butchered to the point 
of being nearly inedible.

Kalaveras is a Mexican restau-
rant with chefs that can defi nitely 
cook a good dish and a wait staff  
who is polite and prompt, but be-
tween the eyesore decor and lack-
luster Mexican cuisine staples for 
signifi cantly more money than 
many other LA Mexican chains, it 
is not your best option. Should the 
menu and aesthetics of Kalaveras 
be streamlined and dishes as iconic 
as refried beans be perfected, it has 
the potential to be a great family 
dining experience. Until then, it is 
unfortunately too incomplete and 
confusing to have a place in South-
ern California

U  M  HU  M  H
Aries (Mar.21- Apr.19): Relationships are taking center stage for you this month, with Venus boosting your charisma and charm it's a time of connection for your 
love life! Be on the lookout for those important conversations with the people close to you.
Taurus (Apr.20- May 20): Now is a time of focus and healthy habits for you. Take this opportunity to reassess your work-life balance and take some time for your-
self to create harmonious atmospheres for working towards your future goals.
Gemini (May 21- Jun.20): Social opportunities will present you with chances to articulate your ideas and embrace your creative side. Mercury in your sign will 
boost your communication and self expression with your peers, be ready for that spark of inspiration you've been looking for!
Cancer (Jun.21- Jul.22): Your personal and family life take precedence this month as Venus brings you compassion and warmth. Fostering these familial relation-
ships will bring you joy and put turbulent waters you have been facing to rest.
Leo (Jul.23- Aug.22): This is a valuable time for communication and social connections, use this chance to meet new people and network to reach your goals. Be 
listening for feedback from your peers and insight from outside sources.
Virgo (Aug.23- Sept.22): As the sun transitions into Libra on September 23, your focus should be shifting as well. Your time for self improvement is wrapping up 
and Venus encourages cooperation and harmony in your life. You may have to make some compromises, but prioritizing harmony is key at this time.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct.22): Happy Birthday Libras! With the Sun in your sector this time is all about you. As Jupiter's energy enhances growth and positivity, be look-
ing for new beginnings and lean into embracing your individuality. This is a time of great personal growth for you.
Scorpio (Oct.23- Nov.21) : As Mars energizes your intimacy sector, this is time to work on deepening your emotional connections and fostering trust. Use this 
opportunity to address issues you've been pushing off  head-on and put them behind you.
Sagittarius (Nov.22- Dec.21):  As Mercury moves into your sign enhancing your communication skills search for a balance between your commitments and your 
desires. Embrace your spontaneous side while remembering to stay grounded in your responsibilities.
Capricorn (Dec.22- Jan. 19): Now is the time for you to showcase your skills! New social opportunities will be presenting themselves to you and chances to bolster 
your outward image will arise. Ground yourself with longterm goals but be open to going outside of your comfort zone.
Aquarius (Jan.20- Feb.18): Jupiter's infl uence encourages expanding your horizons at this time. Lean into your natural curiosity and use this time to explore new 
philosophies and ideas from others. Personal enrichment through education is ahead for you.
Pisces (Feb.19- Mar.20): Right now you need to trust your intuition, with Neptune infl uencing deep personal insight, use this time to look within yourself and work 
on healing. Not second guessing yourself is important at this time for the emotional growth and relationships in your life.

-Julian Stevens, Cub Astrologer
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As school’s starting up, so are 
fall sports. One sport in particular 
is for sure to make a splash for the 
upcoming season.

 Boys Water Polo has been hard 
at work preparing for the approach-
ing games. Led by coaches Jacob 
Cook and Martin Ortega-Jennison, 
the Bears are sure to have a great 
season this year. 

Both coaches have had years 
of experience both playing and 
coaching the game. Coach Cook 
played for Bishop Alemany High 
School and Coach Ortega-Jennison 
actually played for the Bears back 
when he was in high school. He 
was also briefl y coached by Coach 
Cook his senior year.

Coach Cook has been coaching 
since he was sixteen. One of his 
teammates from college who was 
the coach here invited him to be 
assistant coach in 2010. Cook said 
“I fell in love with it and I’ve been 
here ever since.”

Team Captains, Seniors Ian 
Duffi  eld and Harrison Siegel, have 
high expectations for this season. 
The Captains stated that as a senior 
driven team, their goal is to close 
it out as a bang and set up the pro-
gram for future success. They also 
want to make it past the fi rst round 
of CIF.

Siegel plays 4-5 (wing and fl at) 
and Duffi  eld is an all rounder but 
usually plays point.

Duffi  eld voices that he became 

captain by working hard and com-
ing to practice everyday with a 
good attitude, and Siegel agrees, 
also adding that their hard work 
and good attitudes have led them to 
where they are.

Both Captains have been play-
ing for Burroughs since their 
Freshman year. Siegel has been 
playing club since his Freshman 
year and Duffi  eld has been playing 
club a year before he joined Bur-
roughs.

Siegel reveals that he has got-
ten to where he is today by being 
open to the criticism of his coaches 
and teammates and “going to every 
practice knowing that I have to get 
better every day.”  He also says that 
“you can never be the best, you can 
always improve.”

Duffi  eld says the same thing, 

saying that he consistently listened 
to his coaches and adding that he 
was “always wanting to be better 
than the person above me.”

The team has been preparing 
for the upcoming season, going 
through grueling morning practic-
es, sweaty weight room sessions 
and team bonding exercises to pre-
pare for the upcoming games es-

pecially focusing on team bonding 
and chemistry. 

According to the Captains, the 
team is looking great. There are 
many great players on the roster 
this year.

Burroughs Water Polo is cur-
rently ranked second in League but 
aiming to get fi rst. 

For the upcoming season, Boys 
Varsity has games against schools 
like Notre Dame High School, 
Hoover, Glendale, Arcadia, and 
our infamous rival Burbank High.

They started off  the season 
with a few losses, but won their 
last game Friday, September 13th, 
against Canyon Crest Academy 
9-8. 

According to Siegel, “John 
Burroughs Water Polo is the best 
Water Polo team of all time and 
everyone should come watch our 
games because we're awesome and 
we’re going to win every game.” 
He couldn’t have said it any better 
so make sure to come out and sup-
port the team. 

Go Bears!
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The JBHS Girls’ Tennis team 
season offi  cially started Monday, 
August 12, 2024, with thirty three 
players, new and returning. Cap-
tains Abby Stell and Hannah Lew-
is, both Seniors, were interviewed 
on Tuesday, August 20, 2024 for 
their views on the upcoming sea-
son.

Abby has been playing tennis 
for around six years through pri-
vate lessons, while Hannah has 
been playing for eight years, also 
through private lessons. Both have 
played on the Varsity team since 
their Freshman year. 

When asked, both Captains 

agreed that their goals for this sea-
son included creating team unity 
and improving the work ethics of 
the players. They also agreed that 
creating a positive experience for 
all the players was important to 
them.

“So that way everyone feels 
supported and we can all grow 
together,” Captain Abby Stell ex-
plained as to why team unity is 
important.

By using bonding tactics and 
leading by example, the Captains 
are trying to create a positive ex-
perience for all of the players. This 
will, in return, make players enjoy 
playing tennis on the JBHS team.

To prepare for the season, there 

were pre-season practices during 
the summer. During practice, the 
girls do conditioning in order to 
keep themselves in shape. This in-
cludes running laps and drills like 
working on footwork.

During the summer, Hannah 
also participated in a tennis pro-
gram. This program focused on 
conditioning for the season and 
match play to get her back in shape 
for games with the JBHS team.

The fi rst game of the season 
took place on September 10, 2024. 
They played Arcadia High School. 
Hannah expanded on this idea by 
saying that she was excited to play 
them, but also nervous because 
they have experienced players. 

They lost 14-4.
Luckily they turned it around 

in their next game against Hoover  
on September 12, where they won 
14-4!

Hannah elaborated that she 
is looking forward to upcoming 
games because cheering for fellow 
athletes can help the team dynam-
ic, whether they win or lose. It can 
also boost morale while the girls 
are on the court and give them an 
extra boost of confi dence.

Both Captains say that the team 
is looking great so far, and they feel 
that the season will have a positive 
outcome.
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“Locked in to Win” is the team 
motto this year for the Girls’ Var-
sity Volleyball team, they are back 
and ready to win the Pacifi c League 
Championship. 

This year's Varsity team is led 
by Head Coach Edwin Real and 
their three Senior Captains Ki-
ana Hilderbrandt, Lily McTeer, 
and Narrissa Wareebor.  There are 
sixteen players that survived the 
long fi ve week summer tryouts. 
The team is a mix of Freshman, 
Sophomores, Juniors and Seniors 
and their main goal this season is 
to win League championships and 
have fun doing it.

Coach Real has been helping 
his team prepare for this upcoming 
season. To prepare for this season 
the team has been playing in a 
preseason non-League tournament 
called the Molten Classic that they 
placed 3rd in with an overall record 
of 3-1. When asked how this team 
will stand out from other teams, 
Coach Real stated, “My hope is 
that we can get along well, and 
play as a team.” This team is ready 
to have an amazing season.

Coach Real has been the Var-

sity Girls’ Volleyball Head Coach 
here at Burroughs for over two 
decades. He decided to become a 
coach because he had many good 
experiences with mentors through 
sports and wanted  to be a men-
tor to his players and that he has. 
Coach Real attended elementary 
school and high school in Burbank. 
After graduating from Burbank 
High School, he attended Glendale 
and Valley Community Colleges, 
then later went on to get his degree 
from Pepperdine University. His 
favorite part of coaching volleyball 
is seeing his athletes succeed and 
seeing their excitement in what 
they do. 

The team will be led by their 
three Senior Captains Kiana Hil-
derbrandt, Lily McTeer, and Nar-
rissa Wareebor. Kiana Hilderbrandt 
is a middle blocker and she has 
been playing volleyball for fi ve 
years. Lily McTeer is an opposite 
hitter who has also been playing 
for fi ve years. Narrissa Wareebor is 
an opposite hitter and a defensive 
specialist (DS) and she has been 
playing for over seven years. 

Being a team captain is a very 
important job, one of their main 
jobs along with leading and rep-
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resenting the team, is preparing 
them for the season. As captains 
they have been getting the team 
ready by preparing them both emo-
tionally and physically. To do this, 
they work together by guiding and 
showing the new players how the 
team works and how they can all 
work together. Along with prepar-
ing them for being on the court, the 
team does a lot of team bonding 
to get to know each other better 
and have a stronger connection on 
and off  the court, including a team 
bonding family potluck.

 All three Captains are seniors 
and they are all looking forward 
to Senior Nite and fi nishing off  
their last high school season on a 
good note. Senior Nite is usually 
held on the last home game of the 
high school season. It is meant to 
recognize and praise the senior stu-
dent-athletes for their dedication 
and hard work for both the sport 
and academics. It is also meant 
to celebrate the lessons learned , 
friendships, and growth through-
out the years. Along with the rec-
ognition, the seniors are usually 
presented with small gifts such as 
fl owers.

Both Coach Real and the team 

captains have high hopes and 
expectations for this team. This 
year’s team is very skilled and has 
many amazing players. However, 
there are some very tough teams 
in League. Some of the schools 
that the team is looking forward 
to playing are Crescenta Valley 
High School (CV), Arcadia High 
School, and Saugus High School. 

They started off  the season 
strong, with wins against Mary 
Star of the Sea (3-2) and La Serna 
(3-2) on August 10th. They contin-
ued their winning streak beating 
West (3-0) on August 17th, and 
Chatsworth (3-1) on August 22nd.

Sadly the streak was broken 
with losses to Taft (3-1) August 
28th and Chaminade (3-0) Septem-
ber 3rd. 

They then won against South 
Hills (3-1) September 5th, and 
most recently lost to Granada Hills 
(3-1) on the 10th. 

Make sure to come and support 
Volleyball at their home games on 
9/19 vs. Hoover, 9/26 vs. Crescenta 
Valley, and 10/1 vs. Muir all in the 
main gym. Also, don’t miss their 
game on October 8th against our 
cross town rivals at Burbank High 
School. Go Bears!

Football has been one of the 
most popular sports at Burroughs. 
The new head coach, Coach Laron 
Johnson is in his fi rst year coaching 
at Burroughs. His prior experience  
coaching was as the head coach 
for La Puente for two years and he 
coached at Temple City for a sea-
son before that.

He went to John Muir High 
school. 

He is excited for the season 
because he sees “A lot of talented 
players who are hardworking and 
know the game well.” 

When asked which players are 
going to have a good season he 
said, “There are a ton of players 
that will do well including Matteo 
Tarca who plays runningback and 
outside linebacker and Rocco Mel-
illo who plays tightend and outside 
linebacker." 

When asked which game he 
thinks is important, ”All our games 
are important but we're gonna fo-
cus on one game at a time.” 

The team had a lot of scrim-
mage games this summer with a 
bunch of teams including Arroyo 
High School, Baldwin Park High 
School, Mountain View and Ver-
dugo Hills.  

The fi rst game of the season 
was a home game against Hart who 
is currently (0-1) who went (7-4) 
last year. Hart played Burroughs on 
8/30. Burroughs lost 38-19, keep-
ing Harts over forty year winning 
streak going.

Luckily things have turned 
around, with the last two games 
ending in victory.

Burroughs beat Harvard-West-
lake 28-6 on September 6th, with 
touchdowns from Matteo Tarca, 
Mingus Allen, Brandon Chaparro 
and Rocco Mellilo. Rocco Mellilo 
also got an interceptions on de-
fense.

Then Burroughs beat Los Al-
tos 21-16 on September 13th, with 
touchdowns from Patrick Lima, 
Giordan Lewis, and Matteo Tarca 
and the most tackles from Maxi-
millian Batres.

One big game that everyone 
is looking forward to is the Bur-
bank-Burroughs Rivalry game. 
Last year we won (48-13). The 
Burbank-Burroughs Rivalry game 
has been going on since 1949, The 
fi rst game Burbank won (12-7) but 
if we look at the total Burroughs 
has more wins in the rivalry than 
Burbank with a score of (45-30).  
In League, Burroughs has to play 
Arcadia, Glendale, Hoover, Muir 
and Burbank. 
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Welcome back Bears! Coach 
Peebles has been working with 
his team all summer and Saturday 
mornings to get his team ready for 
this upcoming season. 

Coach Peebles is a very good 
coach. He attended John Burroughs  
and was also on the Cross Country 
team himself. He’s always there for 
his team whenever they need him 
and he always makes sure they're 
putting in the eff ort to become 
better runners for every upcoming 
race they have. Mr. Peebles became 
a coach because he’s always been a 
big fan of athletics growing up, so 
he decided to continue his passion 
for sports through coaching. Coach 
Peebles says we’ll just have to see 
how the season goes. 

New on the Cross Country 
team is Zachary Beimford, their 
new Assistant Coach. Coach Beim-
ford attended John Burroughs 
High School as well, and has been 
running both Track and Field and 
Cross Country since sixth grade. 
He chose to become a Coach be-
cause he’s always loved running 
and he looks forward to improving 
the team as much as he can, along-
side Coach Peebles. His goal is to 
get to know all the team members 
and help them make it to the CIF 
Finals.

Cross Country does not have 
team captains because Coach Pee-
bles believes anyone can be a lead-
er. Even though the whole Cross 
Country team has been putting in 

work all summer these three mem-
bers have stood out the most this 
past summer: Nico Radlein, Lucy 
Thomson and Isabella Galustians. 

Isabella Galustians is a Se-
nior here at John Burroughs High 
School and this will be her fourth 
year on the Cross Country team. 
She’s worked very hard through 
these past years, she even made 
Varsity her fi rst year joining. She 
got to where she is now by show-
ing up every day and pushing her-
self. She got ready for the season 
by training six days a week all 
summer with her teammates. Isa-
bella's goal this year is to run every 
race hard and enjoy being with her 
team.

 Lucy Thomson is a Junior here 
at John Burroughs High School, 
This will be her second year on the 
Cross Country team. Her fi rst year 
of joining she made Varsity. The 
way she got to where she did was 
by always showing up and putting 
in the work even when she didn't 
want to. She’s been getting ready 
for this season by preparing herself 
physically and mentally for each 
race. Her goals this year is for the 
team to work together but also to 
hopefully make it to CIF. Lucy's 
advice is “You can push yourself 
farther than your body and mind 
tell you.”

Nico Radlein, one of the Varsity 
boys on the team is also a Junior 
here at Burroughs, this will be his 
second year on the team. His goal 
for the year is to keep pushing the 
team forward to success by not 
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only pushing himself but to inspire 
new runners to step up and con-
tinue to accomplish great things 
after his time at Burroughs. He’s 
always had a talent for running 
even throughout his younger years 
but he never understood the true 
beauty of running. He started off  
by joining the Cross Country team 
Freshman year not really knowing 
what he was doing. He always be-
lieved that to be great at something 
you must love what you're doing 
and that's what he lacked during 
his Freshman year and eventually 
he quit the team. Along the way he 
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joined Track and didn’t really like 
it so he felt hopeless and stopped 
running, until he got a lingering 
feeling to do a little jog. The jog 
turned into a six mile run and from 
their on he knew he had a to give 
Cross Country a chance again, he 
knew to not give up and that's how 
he got to where he is now. Nico 
says “The team is looking overall 
great this season, Unfortunately we 
lost two Varsity members but we 
will continue to come back even 
better than the year before.” 

Good luck to all our Runners at 
their next race, go Bears!
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The Girls’ Golf  Team’s sea-
son is starting with a bang. If past 
seasons have shown anything, one 
would  know that the Girls’ Golf 
Team is going to repeat their victo-
rious run. Although the competing 
season has not started yet, the team 
is working hard to improve with 
every practice. 

To get ready for the upcoming 
sports season, the team does team 
building exercises. They play on 
Debell’s par 3 course and practice 
at the driving range. Their condi-
tioning even includes power walk-

ing at the mall to stay cool on hot 
days! Last season, the top player 
was Justine Hamac who is now the 
team’s Assistant Coach. 

Currently, there are not any 
captains on the team, however, 
Coach Davis has many star players 
that have shown great leadership 
skills. The “stand out” players are 
the varsity line up: Haily Hoang, 
Ellie Guerrero, Lily Graham, and 
Madison Odo. This is Madison’s 
last year on the team because she is 
a senior. These team players have 
shown extreme skill and determi-
nation on the course.

The fi rst match was on Tuesday, 

September 3, 2024. In the mean-
time, the team hopes to do major 
fundraising to maintain their spot 
as Burbank’s top Girls’ Golf Team. 
The game line-up for September 
are the 11th, 18th, and 25th.  

Tabitha Davis, their beloved 
coach, started golf as a relaxing 
hobby. She started playing at nine-
teen years old and found it more 
fun than it looked. She became a 
coach because she believes girl’s 
and women’s sports are extreme-
ly important. “Having a space to 
pursue athletics help young wom-
en build a strong sense of self and 
confi dence that they can carry with 

them into the future,” stated Coach 
Davis. 

Her plan was to support that 
safe space and to build a team that 
off ers a chance to learn the sport 
even to those who might not have 
ever considered golf as a sport 
meant for them. While certain team 
members were unable to comment, 
many of the girls on the team enjoy 
it and cherish the bond between the 
team. 

In conclusion, the 2024 Girls’ 
Golf season is going to be great 
due to their extensive training and 
hard work. 



In the world of high school ath-
letics, few achievements stand out 
more than competing on a nation-
al stage, and for Burroughs High 
School Senior Alex Jeronimo, that 
moment came at the Nike Outdoor 
National Tournament. As a 12th 
grader, Jeronimo has already estab-
lished himself as a standout athlete, 
and his recent performance in the 
200-meter dash further solidifi ed 
his reputation as one of the fastest 
sprinters in the country.

At the Nike Outdoor Nationals, 
Jeronimo blazed down the track, 
clocking an impressive time of 
23.18 seconds in the 200-meter 
event. This remarkable time plac-
es him among the top high school 

sprinters, and it’s a testament to the 
hard work and dedication he’s put 
into his training over the years.

Refl ecting on his experience at 
the tournament, Jeronimo shared, 

"It was a really great experience, 
interesting to see people of all 
ages." His words highlight not just 
the competitive nature of the event 
but also the diverse and inspiring 
environment it provided for ath-
letes like him. Competing against 
some of the best in the nation, Je-
ronimo’s performance was not just 
about speed but about gaining in-
valuable experience and pushing 
his limits.

Jeronimo’s success on the 
track has not gone unnoticed by 
his peers. Alex Acevedo, a fel-
low student at Burroughs and an 
800-meter specialist, had nothing 
but praise for his teammate. "He's 
a really cool dude, he's really ded-
icated, and puts in the hours. He's 
really helped me out with speed 

work," Acevedo remarked. This  
mutual respect between the two 
athletes show the supportive and 
tight-knit community within the 
Burroughs Track team.

Jeronimo’s journey to the Nike 
Outdoor Nationals and his impres-
sive performance there are just the 
beginning of what promises to be 
a bright future in Track and Field. 
He has a 400m of 49.5 and his new 
personal best of 22.19 in the 200m. 
As he looks ahead to his fi nal year 
of high school and beyond, the 
Burroughs community will un-
doubtedly be cheering him on ev-
ery step of the way. Whether it’s 
on the track or off , Alex Jeronimo’s 
dedication, sportsmanship, and tal-
ent make him a true champion in 
every sense of the word.
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For the 2024-2025 school year, 
Burroughs changed the time peri-
od of Academic Excellence (AE) 
from before lunch to before nutri-
tion, which has shifted the school 
schedule and resulted with a vari-
ety of opinions from students and 
teachers alike.

AE earlier results in less school 
work to complete, since students 
haven’t had enough classes to ac-
cumulate it all. In previous years, 
students had at least four classes 
before the study hall AE period, 
but this year only two to three 
classes occur before.

Now, students have four peri-
ods of work with no extra school 
time to complete it. This can lead 
to higher amounts of missing as-
signments and added student stress 
regarding balancing work and ex-
tracurriculars.

The purpose of AE is to support 
students with their academics by 
providing time with teachers and 
mentors, but the schedule shift has 
caused more work to be done at 
home.

AE used to be a time for stu-
dents to make up tests or ask extra 
questions about assignments, how-
ever, since AE takes place before 
most classes, that opportunity has 
diminished. 

Students and teachers alike 
leave campus for lunch, and are 
therefore not available for extra 
time then. AE was a great period 
to make up for anything without 
the extra scheduling that goes into 
meeting at lunch. It was a compro-
mise between academic breaks and 
free time for help. 

Choice Academic Excellence 
also served as a headstart for peo-
ple to secure their spots for lunch 
time. The library---a quiet place to 
do homework, use computers, or 
print assignments---fi lls up quick-
ly and fi nding a place to work is 
diffi  cult. With AE, those who were 
planning to utilize the library get 
fi rst priority instead of scrambling 
from wherever their previous peri-
od was in order to secure a spot.

The library is not open for nu-
trition, so AE placement is not as 
important since it doesn’t serve a 
secondary purpose for lunch. The 
same goes for other AE choice 
spots, either in the quad or in 
rooms with teachers.

Before lunch is much more con-
venient for the maximum amount 
of work completion and opportu-
nities plus time for additional help 
from teachers or AE mentors.

 From a scientifi c perspective, 
multiple studies performed by 
neuroscientists funded by Science 
+ Technology in Learning, have 
proved that the brain, for teenag-
ers specifi cally, generally func-
tions optimally during later hours 
of the day. This time shift begins 
during puberty and peaks during 
early adulthood, making most high 
school age students living with this 
shifted circadian rhythm. 

AE at 10 in the morning is less 
benefi cial for productivity which 
again may result in homework ac-
cumulation, while AE at 12 gives 
the brain more time to adjust to 
school’s demands since it is more 
active. 

Excess homework can reduce 
sleep and impair a student’s aca-
demic performance, and in the past 
the amount was cut down because 
students could complete a wide 
variety of homework due to more 
classes taking place before. 

Less homework after school, 
due to completion during AE or 
lunch, can lead to more sleep and 
less stress for students, which is es-
sential in maintaining their health.

Class times have changed due 
to the AE shift. This has resulted 
in confusion regarding when class 
ends, for both teachers and stu-
dents. There is a big adjustment 
period for this change, and we are 
in the brunt of it.

The cons of this change greatly 
outweigh the positives since later 
AE is more benefi cial for home-
work completion, function of stu-
dent’s brains, and overall academic 
performance. While the new earlier 
AE comes with confusion and less 
productivity.
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Since the rise of social media 
and online social hangouts, malls 
around the world have become less 
and less popular. While this sounds 
disheartening, it can bring benefi ts 
like more support for local eco-
nomics,  environmental benefi ts, 
and reusing space that could trans-
form into more useful public spac-
es. As the malls close their doors, 
there will be more opportunities 
for local stores and thrift stores. 

Local businesses often can’t 
compete with retail chains and by 
shopping more locally, it helps the 
community circulate money with-
in. This will also allow a bigger 
variety of clothing. Fast fashion 
has made fashion become more 
and more basic the last few years, 
and encouraging people to shop lo-
cally can push people to be more 
creative. Not only that but shop-
ping locally and second hand helps 
the environment and reduces car-
bon footprint which is connected 
to transporting clothing and other 
items overseas, furthering the envi-
ronmental benefi ts. 

Large shopping centers are 
known for their high amounts of 
carbon footprints. The closure of 

malls around the States can help 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. 
For example, if we convert aban-
doned malls to greenhouses or 
aff ordable residential apartments, 
it can strongly benefi t the environ-
ment as well as the community. 
These transformations can hit crit-
ical issues such as housing short-
ages, lack of public facilities and 
mostly improve the quality of life 
for people, helping especially the 
middle and low class individuals 
and families. 

Another option for the transfor-
mation can also be social services, 
educational programs, recreation-
al facilities such as parks, sports 
grounds or even entertainment 
venues can all improve the quali-
ty of life and bring the community 
closer together. To conclude, while 
malls around the United States are 
shutting down, and what feels like 
the end of an era, it also marks the 
beginning of a new era. 

A more eco friendly era. Com-
munities will be able to benefi t 
with the rise of local stores, en-
hancing the environment, reducing 
carbon footprint as well as more 
recreational facilities, social facil-
ities and getting closer to solving 
the housing shortages.
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