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The New London Board of Education Policy Committee meeting was held on September 10, 2024 

via Zoom teleconferencing. 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Nathan Caron, Committee Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:10 p.m. 

 

Present for the Committee:  Nathan Caron – Committee Chair  

 Elaine Maynard-Adams – Committee Member 

 Bianca Alexis-Sylvain – Committee Member 

  

Absent for the Committee:  Bianca Alexis-Sylvain – Committee Member 

     Colleen Delaporta-Wells – NLEA Representative 

Scott Garbini – Community Representative  

      

  

Present for the Administration:        Kristea A. Francolino – Manager of Executive Support 

Services 

 Christine Pemberton – Executive Director of Talent & 

Human Resources 

  

2. Public Comment 

 

None. 

 

3. Approval of the Minutes 

 

Motion by Ms. Maynard-Adams, seconded by Ms. Alexis-Sylvain, to approve the minutes of the 

August 10, 2024 Policy Committee Meeting. 

 

      Motion carried, 3-0 

             

4. Approval of Consent Agenda 

 

• Motion by Mr. Caron, seconded by Ms. Maynard-Adams, that the following items, as set 

forth on the Consent Agenda for the Policy Committee meeting of September 10, 2024, 

be approved unless removed by a committee member or the Superintendent of Schools:  

 

1. Approve the Following Policies 

a. 6115 – Pledge of Allegiance, School Ceremonies and Observances 

b. 5141.22 – Communicable and Infectious Diseases 

2. Rescind the Following Policy: 

a. Rescind Policy Series  5000 – Pledge of Allegiance 

 

     Motion carried, 3-0 
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5. Discussion of Policy 5131.81 – Use of Private Technology Devices by Students 

 

Mr. Caron stated that he asked that this policy be included on the agenda for discussion, as many 

districts in the state are passing device policies which restrict the use of cell phones in the 

schools. He stated that the packet included the updated guidance that was received from the State 

Board of Education on the topic, and invited committee members to partake in a discussion of 

their thoughts on the policy. Dr. Ritchie stated that based on her review of the guidance, the 

current policy is aligned to the State guidance, and that private devices should not be used in 

class unless specifically permitted by the instructor. She also noted that there are scenarios 

through which devices are used such as instant translation support for communication and 

understanding between students and staff. Mr. Caron asked if we thought if the policy is 

sufficient as is, based on what is happening in the schools. Dr. Hills-Papetti shared that she 

believes that we have seen good results so far this year. There are some teachers who use the 

phones for educational purposes. Some teachers also have pockets in their classrooms that 

students can store their phones in, and receive PBIS points. She added that she has seen fewer 

issues this year with cell phones. The issues with cell phones generally occur outside of school, 

and make their way in if someone has posted something. Routines and expectations were set in 

the beginning of the school year. Ms. Alexis-Sylvain stated that in the past she has seen that it 

was an issue and that the standards were lax. Dr. Hills-Papetti stated that there have been issues 

in the past, but it is much improved this school year. She also added that a concern for her with 

phones being away would be the lack of access to google translate. She stated that this has been 

such a game-changer for student and staff communication. 

 

Ms. Maynard-Adams stated that there may be some valid reasons for there to be phones such as 

medical reasons, etc. but that she does not agree with cell phones being in the classroom or 

office. She stated that she does not have an issue with it being used in off periods, and not that it 

would necessarily have to be in a pouch, but she disagrees with them being used with us being a 

1:1 device district. She added that we are all guilty of using our phones, but they are a 

distraction. She is glad that it has been less of an issue this year, but that this should be a much 

larger discussion. She suggested a sub-committee to discuss these items.  

 

Ms. Pemberton commented on the conversation stating that having a cell phone for translation 

purposes has been extremely helpful in the Human Resources office, but that she has seen this 

happen with students as well. Dr. Ritchie also added that expectations for cellp hones were held 

with parents, staff and students.  

 

It was discussed that there be a survey for staff regarding their feelings on cell phones and the 

policy. Mr. Caron agreed with the idea of involving multiple stakeholders.  

 

A survey will be created and shared with staff. The results will be shared at the next Policy 

Committee meeting. 

 

6. Committee Member Comments  

 

None. 
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7. Adjournment 

 

   Motion by Ms. Maynard-Adams, seconded by Mr. Caron, to adjourn the meeting. 

 

         Motion carried, 3-0 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:46 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       Kristea A. Francolino 

       Manager of Executive Support Services 


