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Access to College: Option 1

4 years 4 years 4 years 2 years 
or more

High School



Access to College: Option 2

2 years

2 years 2 years 2 years  

High School



Doctoral or 
     Professional Degree

Master’s Degree

Bachelor’s Degree

Associate’s Degree

High School Diploma “High School” 4 years

“Community College”  
2 years (Optional)

“University” 4 years

“University” 2 years or more

“University”  3 years or more

Degrees



Doctoral or 
     Professional Degree

Master’s Degree

Bachelor’s Degree

Associate’s Degree

High School Diploma $43,000

$51,000

$72,000

$84,000

$106,000

Earnings by College Degree Level, 2023

Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics  https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2024/data-on-display/education-pays.htm

https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2024/data-on-display/education-pays.htm


Doctoral or 
     Professional Degree

Master’s Degree

Bachelor’s Degree

Associate’s Degree

High School Diploma 3.9%

2.7%

2.2%

2.0%

1.2%

Unemployment by College Degree Level, 2023

Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics  https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2024/data-on-display/education-pays.htm

https://www.bls.gov/careeroutlook/2024/data-on-display/education-pays.htm


Campuses: 10

Institution: Public

Student Population: 
 3,126 - 46,678

Average Cost: 
$42,236

Accepts transfer 
students

University of California  



University of California

Freshman 
Application

• A-G Requirements
• 3.0 Grade Point Average 
• Personal Insight Questions
• High School Diploma
• $80 Application fee per 

campus or $95 for 
international students

Degrees

Bachelor’s Degree

Master’s Degree

Teaching Credential 

Doctorate and Professional Degree 



University of California  

Personal Insight Questions

Reflective questions about getting to know the 
applicant’s life experience, interests, and 

accomplishments.

One part of the admission decision that provides 
context for the rest of the application

Choose 4 of the 8 questions, maximum of 350 words 
to respond



University of California  

• Scores are not considered when making admissions decisions or awarding 
scholarships.

• Scores may be used for course placement after enrollment.

• Requirements: 
1. Graduate High School
2. Meet the minimum 15 A-G course requirements.
3. Have a qualifying A-G GPA.
4. Personal Insight Questions

SAT/ACT exam requirements have been eliminated.  



University of California  
6 Medical Centers

More than 160 academic majors and 800 
degree programs

K-12 programs

3 national laboratories

Filing period for fall admission applicants: 
October 1 – December 2

https://admission.universityofcalifornia.edu/ho
w-to-apply/applying-as-a-freshman/



Campuses: 23

Institution: Public

Student Population: 
 761 – 41,326

Average Cost: 
$28,100

Accepts transfer 
students

California State University



California State University

Freshman 
Application

• A-G Requirements
• 2.5 Grade Point Average
• High School Diploma
• $70 Application Fee per campus

Degrees

Bachelor’s Degree

Master’s Degree

Teaching Credential 

Doctorate or Professional Degree



California State University  

• Scores are not considered when making admissions decisions or awarding 
scholarships.

• Scores may be used as an alternative method of fulfilling minimum 
requirements for eligibility or for course placement after enrollment.

• Requirements: 
1. Graduate High School
2. Meet the minimum 15 A-G course requirements.
3. Have a qualifying A-G GPA.

SAT/ACT exam requirements have been eliminated  



California State University 

1. Number of A-G courses beyond the 15 minimum

2. Household income

3. Extracurricular involvement

4. Other available factors

Criteria for a qualifying GPA:

A-G GPA of 2.5 or greater.

If student has a GPA between 2.0 and 2.49,
they will be evaluated for admissions using other factors, such as:



System recognized for offering teaching credential programs 

More than 1,800 Bachelor Degree Programs

1,400 Graduate Degrees

Filling period for fall admission applicant  October 1-December 2

https://www.calstate.edu/apply/Pages/application-dates-
deadlines.aspx

https://www.calstate.edu

California State University

http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/


California State University



https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/



Campuses: 85

Institution: Private

Student Population: 
 544 – 49,000

Average Cost: 
$36,808

Accepts transfer 
students

Private Colleges & Universities



Private Colleges & Universities

Freshman 
Application

(varies by campus)

• Academic coursework
• Grade Point Average
• College Entrance Exams (SAT/ACT)
• Personal Statement
• $30-$70 Application fee (varies per 

college)

Degrees

Bachelor’s Degree

Master’s Degree

Teaching Credential

Doctorate and Professional Degree



25 Campuses in Northern California

60 Campuses in Southern California

78% of AICCU institutions are Hispanic serving

Offers institutional grants for students

Filling period for fall admission applications, dates vary

http://www.aiccu.edu/

Private Colleges & Universities



Private Colleges & Universities



Campuses: 
116

Institution: Public

Student Population: 
 1,783– 38,269

Average Cost: 
$1,510

Accepts transfer 
students

California Community Colleges



Biggest system of Higher Education

Prepares students to transfer to a 4-year institution

Has programs for: Firefighters, Law enforcement & 
Nursing

Early application is encouraged

https://www.cccco.edu/

http://www.assist.org/

California Community Colleges



Freshman 
Application

• High School Diploma
• Or equivalent (GED)
• 18 years of age or older

Degrees
Associate’s Degree

Vocational Careers

California Community Colleges



September

November

SAT: www.collegeboard.com  | ACT: www.actstudent.org
                                     

Fall

October
• SAT Test Date | October 5, 2024
• ACT Test Date | October 26, 2024
• UC & CSU Application Workshop
• FSA ID creation (student and parent)

• ACT/SAT Registration 
• ACT Test Date | September 2024
• Scholarship Applications

• SAT Test Date | November 2, 2024
• Scholarship Applications’

http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.actstudent.org/


UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED
CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Winter

• The December test date for SAT and ACT is the last test date UCs and CSUs will accept scores 
for fall 2015 Admissions. Note: Plan to submit score reports by December.

December

January

Februarywww.fastweb.com
www.fafsa.ed.gov

• FAFSA/CADAA Opens | December 1, 2024
• UC/CSU Application Deadline: Dec 2
• SAT Test Date | December 7, 2024
• ACT Test Date | December 14, 2024
• Create College Portal

• Monitor College Portal
• Complete FAFSA if not done 
• Scholarship Applications

• FAFSA application
• Cash for College Workshop
• Monitor College Portal
• Scholarship Applications

http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Where to Apply for Financial Aid?
Filing period is from Dec 2024 to March 2, 2025

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa https://dream.csac.ca.gov/

OR +
GPA Verification 

Form

• Student is responsible for submitting financial aid application.

• School will submit student GPA electronically.



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED
CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

FAFSA Application…Get Ready!

December-
March

Collect 
parents’ 

W-2 
forms

Collect parents’ Income 
Tax Return 

(1040, 1040 A, or 1040 EZ)



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED
CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

University/College Portal

Message Center

To-Do List

Admissions

Financial 
Aid

Placement 
Exam(s)

Orientation

Housing

Fees

Additional items to look for:
Course Registration 

Announcements 
E-mail 

Student Profile



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED
CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Spring

Cal Grant Website | http://webgrants4students.org

March

April

May

• FAFSA Application Deadline: March 2, 2025
• Review Student Aid Report (SAR)
• Review College Acceptance Letters
• Review College Portal
• Scholarship Applications

• Review Financial Aid Award Letter
• Submit any missing financial aid documents 
• Statement of Intent to Register Submission (SIR)
• Placement Examinations
• Scholarship Applications

• SIR DEADLINE: May 1, 2025
• Placement Examinations
• Register for Orientation/Summer Bridge 
• Submit Housing Application (and deposit)
• Scholarship Applications



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED
CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Acceptance and Financial Aid Letters
Financial Aid Award LetterCollege Acceptance Letter



Financial Aid Award Example



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED
CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Possible Fees

CCC Assessment(s)  

UC Analytical Writing 
Placement Exam (AWPE)  
*Fee Waiver Available 

Private/Independent fees/exams 
may vary

CCC Housing & Orientation

CSU/UC Student Intent to Register

UC/CSU Housing Deposit 

UC/CSU Orientation

Private/Independent 
Housing/Orientation fees may vary

Placement Exams Housing & Orientation

$ 

$250

$$$

$50-
$375

$250- 
$900

* UC AWPE Fee Waived if qualified for Application Fee Waiver



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, MERCED
CENTER FOR EDUCATIONAL PARTNERSHIPS

Summer

July

August

Congratulations Grads!!!

I’m 
enrolled!

June
• Submit an official final transcript 

request to your registrar
• Verify submission of financial aid 

documents (if requested by 
university)

• Verify submission of final transcript to 
university BEFORE JULY 15, 2025
• Update high school graduation date on Cal 

Grant Website (Web grants for Students)

• Confirm university enrollment with 
your EAOP counselor



Resources
www.studentaid.gov

www.callkids.org

www.scholarships.com

www.hsf.net

www.maldef.org

www.fastweb.com

www.hispanicfund.org

scholarshipamerica.org

www.niche.com

www.icanaffordcollege.com

www.latinocollegedollars.org

www.thesalliemaefund.org

www.tuitionfundingsources.com

www.raise.me

bigfuture.collegeboard.org

www.unigo.com/scholarships

www.chegg.com/scholarships

http://www.studentaid.gov/
http://www.callkids.org/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.maldef.org/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.hispanicfund.org/
https://scholarshipamerica.org/
http://www.niche.com/
http://www.icanaffordcollege.com/
http://www.thesalliemaefund.org/
http://www.tuitionfundingsources.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/scholarship-search
http://www.unigo.com/scholarships
https://www.chegg.com/scholarships

