
If we leverage critical thinking tasks through intentional planning and high-quality student-centered instruction,
then students will have more opportunities to practice and develop critical thinking skills so that they can

become proficient critical thinkers.* 

Norwalk Public Schools Critical Thinkers Theory of Action

Student
Students engage in critical thinking through the

following:

Logically interpreting, analyzing, and synthesizing
information
Evaluating information for accuracy, credibility, and
relevance
Reflecting on and revising ideas using evidence

Teacher
Teachers intentionally plan and provide high-quality
student-centered instruction through the following:

 

Standards-based and grade-level-aligned instruction
Alignment of the task to the lesson plan

Structured discourse tasks 
Opportunity for productive struggle

Content 
Critical thinking tasks embed the following: 

Critical thinking tasks often have real-world
applications, and at least one of the following: 

Opportunity for multiple solution paths or answers
Opportunity to communicate reasoning and
justification 
Opportunity to reflect and revise 

Task
What students are actually doing 

*Based on the Instructional Core from City, Elizabeth A., Elmore, R., Fiarman, S., & Teitel, L. (2009). Instructional rounds in education.
Harvard Educational Publishing Group.


