
  
 

 

   
 

Bond Advisory Committee Question of the 
Week, Week 1 

• In your opinion, what schools or areas of our schools require immediate 
attention to enhance student and staff experience? 

• Please share the reasons why you selected the schools you did. 

Survey Responses (attached below) 

This report analyzes feedback from various stakeholders regarding the conditions and 
infrastructure of multiple schools within the Puyallup School District (PSD). The responses 
reflect concerns and recommendations on critical issues that impact the safety, 
functionality, and overall learning environment for students and staff. Key focus areas 
include security measures, HVAC systems, aging facilities, overcrowding, playground 
conditions, and traffic safety. The data gathered underscores the urgency of addressing 
these concerns to create a safer, more conducive educational environment. This report 
aims to highlight the most pressing needs and suggest pathways for improvement.  

Key areas of focus include safety, facility maintenance, and infrastructure updates.  

Here’s a summary analysis of the major themes: 

1. Safety Concerns: 

• Spinning Elementary and Puyallup High School repeatedly surfaced with safety-
related concerns. Spinning Elementary is highlighted for the vulnerability of its 
portables, inadequate fencing, and aging infrastructure that includes potential 
asbestos and lead issues. 

• Multiple respondents noted the need for better security systems across schools 
such as Firgrove Elementary and Ballou Junior High, suggesting enhancements 
like cameras, access systems, and fencing. 

• Several submissions call for increased security measures in traffic-heavy areas, 
especially Fruitland Elementary, where road congestion poses risks to students 
walking near busy streets. 



  
 

 

   
 

2. Facilities & Infrastructure: 

• HVAC systems are a widespread issue, affecting Puyallup High, Emerald Ridge 
High, Spinning Elementary, and others. Complaints range from temperature 
inconsistencies to non-functional heating and cooling systems, impacting both 
teaching and learning environments. 

• Several schools such as Brouillet Elementary, Woodland Elementary, and 
Spinning Elementary struggle with outdated and inadequate infrastructure, 
including portable classrooms, deteriorating roofs, playgrounds in disrepair, and 
lack of ADA compliance. 

• Classroom overcrowding is another recurring concern, notably at Wildwood 
Elementary, where high student-teacher ratios and lack of space affect learning 
conditions. 

3. Modernization and Equipment Needs: 

• Schools like Rogers High, Spinning Elementary, and Wildwood Elementary 
require updates in technology and infrastructure to keep up with modern 
educational standards. Several reports highlight aging classroom furniture, 
outdated technology, and poor building layouts. 

• Respondents advocate for the modernization of high school campuses, with a 
focus on ensuring buildings can handle increased student populations and 
educational needs. 

4. Traffic & Accessibility: 

• Many parents and staff mention traffic congestion, particularly at Fruitland 
Elementary and Shaw Road Elementary, where road safety during pick-up and 
drop-off times remain a concern. The need for better signage, traffic 
management, and parking solutions was emphasized to prevent accidents and 
road rage incidents. 

5. Playground & Outdoor Spaces: 

• Hunt Elementary and Zeiger Elementary were noted for having poorly maintained 
or unsafe playground areas. There’s a call for playground modernization, ADA 
compliance, and proper maintenance to ensure student safety during outdoor 
activities. 



  
 

 

   
 

6. General Maintenance & Upkeep: 

• The condition of facilities across many schools reflects a widespread need for 
renovation and upkeep, as seen in complaints about leaking roofs, faulty 
plumbing, and deteriorating building materials, particularly at Spinning 
Elementary and Puyallup High. 

• Additionally, cleanliness and air quality concerns were highlighted at Meeker 
Elementary and Waller Road Elementary, where water damage has negatively 
impacted the overall air quality. 

Recommendations: 

• Immediate action on HVAC repairs, structural upgrades, and addressing security 
concerns is critical. 

• Comprehensive modernization plans for schools like Spinning Elementary and 
Puyallup High would ensure the safety and well-being of students and staff. 

• Enhanced traffic and road safety measures should be implemented around 
schools experiencing high congestion. 

This feedback from the community clearly indicates a pressing need for both safety 
improvements and facility modernization across various schools. Addressing these 
issues would significantly enhance the student and staff experience, fostering a safer and 
more conducive learning environment. 
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