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Bible Literature: Old Testament Ideas & Influence

Course description: This course examines the pervasive influence of the Bible on western culture and thought and
examines the writings within the context of Ancient Near Eastern culture. It is a fascinating walk through time, and
students may be surprised at how many modern ideas and works of art have their roots in these ancient texts.

Introduction: Why Study the Bible?

Unit 1: Origin, Translations, & Use of the Biblical Writings
Lesson 1: Origins of the Bible
Lesson 2: Biblical Translations
Lesson 3: Biblical Canon
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 2: Organization of Old Testament Writings, Cultural Context, and the Apocrypha
Lesson 1: Old Testament Organization and Culture
Lesson 2: Ancient Near East Culture
Lesson 3: The Apocrypha
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 3: Genesis 1-11
Lesson 1: Major Themes of Genesis 1-11
Lesson 2: Modern Science and the Stories of Genesis
Lesson 3: Creation and the Ancient Near East
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 4: Genesis 12-50
Lesson 1: The Story of Abraham
Lesson 2: The Story of Isaac & Jacob
Lesson 3: The Story of Joseph
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 5: Exodus
Lesson 1: Ancient Egyptian Religion & Politics
Lesson 2: The Story of Moses
Lesson 3: The Ten Plagues
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 6: The Law
Lesson 1: The Ten Commandments
Lesson 2: Moral & Civil Law of the Torah
Lesson 3: The Ten Plagues
Assignment & Quiz



Unit 7: The Promised Land — Exodus to Entry
Lesson 1: Ancient Egyptian Religion & Politics
Lesson 2: The Story of Moses
Lesson 3: The Ten Plagues
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 8: Governance of Israel
Lesson 1: Governance of Israel
Lesson 2: Saul
Lesson 3: Exile
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 9: Poetic & Wisdom Literature
Lesson 1: The Psalms
Lesson 2: Proverbs and Ecclesiastes
Lesson 3: Song of Songs & Job
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 10: Israel’s United & Divided Monarchies
Lesson 1: Israel’s United & Divided Monarchies
Lesson 2: The Kingdom of Israel
Lesson 3: The Kingdom of Judah
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 11: Exile
Lesson 1: The Assyrian Exile
Lesson 2: The Babylonian Exile
Lesson 3: Ezra and Nehemiah
Assignment & Quiz

Unit 12: The Apocrypha
Lesson 1: The History of the Apocrypha
Lesson 2: Content of the Apocrypha: Part 1
Lesson 3: Content of the Apocrypha: Part 2
Assignment:
Quiz

Unit 13: The Intertestamental Period
Lesson 1: The Hellenistic Period
Lesson 2: The Maccabean Revolt
Lesson 3: Jewish Groups During the New Testament Times
Assignment & Quiz
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