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Nicole Stracek / Wadena Pioneer Journal
Freshwater Education District in Wadena recently welcomed a new four-legged student affectionately named
Buckie, a golden retriever and trained comfort dog to their school district. Pictured is Trent Becker, behavior
specialist and Jena Osberg, Freshwater Academies Site Facilitator.

Freshwater Education District
welcomes new comfort dog

needs including helping
students who are strug-
gling with behavioral
issues or experiencing
stressful circumstances
during the school day.
This past May, Jena
Osberg, who serves as the
Freshwater Academies
site facilitator, set out to
raise funds to purchase a
comfort dog after a
chance encounter with a
lost puppy in the school’s
parking lot left a lasting
impression on both stu-
dents and staff. Osberg

BY NICOLE STRACEK
Wadena Pioneer Journal

WADENA

tudents and staff at
S Freshwater

Education District
in Wadena recently
welcomed a new four-
legged student this year
— a golden retriever
affectionately named
Buckie by students.

Buckie is a certified

and trained comfort dog
and will assist the district
with a wide range of

said the reaction to the
puppy by students was
very positive and inspired
her to learn more about
the benefits of a comfort
dog in a school setting.

Osberg said students
were aware the district
was raising funds to pur-
chase a comfort dog that
would be arriving in the
fall and the dog would
need a name.

“Our mascot here at
school is the Bucks and
so one of the students
said the dog’s name

should be Buck for sure,”
Osberg said. However, the
dog was a female and the
next best thing was to
name her Buckie to make
it more feminine, she
said.

“We do a thing here
where every new student
puts their hand print on
the wall and it shows that
they are part of our
school now. The same stu-
dent that named her also
said that Buckie needs to

WELCOMES on A14

Foundation started in memory of Brainerd
man has wide reach in central Minnesota

established a foundation
in his name to aid organi-
zations throughout the
area.

Born in Colorado in
1996, at the age of 5 Borg-
Massanari moved with
his mom Bobbie Gorron,
older brother Seth and
younger sister Karlee to
Brainerd. Borg-Mas-
sanari was a 2015 gradu-
ate of Brainerd High
School and an avid skier
and outdoor enthusiast.
His passion for snow-
boarding and skiing
would lead Borg-Mas-
sanari to move to Vail,
Colorado after graduating
high school to live with
his dad Mark Massanari
where he would attend
Colorado Mountain
College.

“Corey was fun-loving
and had the biggest heart
and just the best sense of
humor. Everyone that met
him never forgot him and
it’s something we hear

BY NICOLE STRACEK
Wadena Pioneer Journal

BRAINERD — In Janu-
ary 2019 Corey Borg-Mas-
sanari was skiing the
Kachina Peak in Taos,
New Mexico when an ava-
lanche broke and he was
buried in it. Four days
later at the age of 23 he
would tragically pass
away as a result of the
accident.

Borg-Massanari had
deep ties to central Min-
nesota, and following his
death his family

Corey Borg-Massanari.

Gorron said. However, it
was his passion for the
outdoors that left a signif-
icant impact on his fami-
ly and friends when
deciding to establish a
foundation in his name.
“Corey loved every-
thing outdoors but when
he started skiing every-
thing kind of shifted for

Contributed

other outdoor things were
just something to kind of
keep him busy until ski
season started again,”
Massanari said.

Gorron said the Corey
Borg-Massanari Founda-
tion was initially started
out of fear that his name
would be forgotten and to

from people all the time,” him and and then all the
MEMORY on A14
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2024 ELECTION

Candidates make
their pitches to voters
at Verndale forum

BY FRANKLEE
Wadena Pioneer Journal

“I wanted to see the
candidates and find out
their views as much as
possible,” Tappe said
after exiting the building.

All state and federal
candidates were invited
to the Verndale forum,
which occurred the same
night as the first presi-
dential debate between
Donald Trump and Kama-

VERNDALE — Voters
heard from candidates
running for elected office
at a forum hosted by
Todd-Wadena Electric
Cooperative in Verndale.

Sylvia Tappe, a Vern-
dale wife and mother of
three, turned out for the

Sept. 10 public forum at la Harris.

the Lions Community Tappe said of Trump,
Center. The 77-year-old “He did a terrific job
Republican is a school

volunteer. ELECTION on A15

Contributed / Lisa Brokop
Lisa Brokop will perform at 7 p.m. Sept. 22 at the
Wadena Memorial Auditorium as part of the Wadena
Area Concert Association’s 2024-25 season.

Wadena Area Concert
Association starts
season with legendary
country music

BY FRANKLEE
Wadena Pioneer Journal

“It was a simple
kind of music but
yet eloquently
done. And [ just

WADENA — The Wade-
na Area Concert Associa-
tion kicks off its 2024-25
season at Wadena Memo-
rial Auditorium with Lisa

Brokop’s “Legendary |0ve that."
Ladies of Country”
tribute. LISA BROKOP

“It was a simple kind
of music but yet elo-
quently done. And I just
love that,” Brokop said of
the era.

The Canada-born,
Nashville-based musician
will share heartfelt sto-
ries and perform hits

from country music pio-
neers such as Tammy
Wynette, Loretta Lynn,
Barbara Mandrell,
Emmylou Harris, Dolly

MUSIC on A12

Get Out and Go!
*Go Shopping
*Go Visit Friends
*Go to Church
*Go to Medical Appts

Friendly Rider Keeps
you on the Go!
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