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WHAT IS A TUTORIAL? 
 
q  Small group tutorial sessions are held twice a 

week, during the AVID elective class. 
q  During tutorials, the AVID elective class is divided 

into several tutorial groups. 
q  Under the direction and supervision of the AVID 

elective teacher, an AVID-trained tutor facilitates 
the discussion and work at each group. 



WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF 
TUTORIALS? 

 

q  Create deeper understanding of 
concepts covered in core content class 

q Develop skills necessary to become self-
directed learners.     

q  It's not just homework help. 



WHAT ARE THE GOALS OF THE TUTORIAL 
PROCESS? 
 
q  To push each other's thinking. AVID tutorials 

use an inquiry process. 
q  Tutors do not give the answers. They facilitate 

the groups' learning process. 
q  Tutors don't teach the answers. They ask 

more questions. This is called the Socratic 
method.  



HOW DO AVID TUTORIALS DIFFER FROM 
TRADITIONAL "TUTORING?" 
 

q All students must arrive at the tutorials prepared with pre-work completed 
and specific questions written in a Tutorial Request Form (TRF). If they 
believe they have no questions regarding any homework, school work, quiz 
or test in any of their classes, they must still attend the tutorial with a 
completed TRF in which they ask a question that further explores the 
material they are studying in any of their classes. 

 
q Questions are high level thinking questions. 
 
q Students work and discuss in collaborative group. 
 
q Students must reflect on their own participation in the groups and on how 

the group worked together. 



WHY ARE COLLABORATIVE GROUPS, SUCH AS 
THE SMALL GROUP TUTORIALS, IMPORTANT? 

 

q No one knows everything. 
q Teachers expect analysis, synthesis and evaluation of 

subject matte. 
q Students will move faster and remember more when 

working together. 
q It teaches them how to work with others which 

they will likely have to do in college, such as in study 
groups, and in their career fields in the future.  


