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Remsen School District Comprehensive Guidance Plan

The following pages outline the district-wide Counseling and Guidance plan. In accordance with
the national standards for a school counseling program, as set forth by the American School
Counseling Association, the primary function of the school counseling department is to facilitate
student development in three broad content areas: academic development, career development
and personal/social development. Therefore, we targeted these three areas as goals throughout
each grade level providing a clear understanding of how we are to meet the goals set by the
American School Counseling Association. The district comprehensive Guidance Plan also
suppotts the Remsen School District’s Mission Statement.

The purpose of the guidance plan, in accordance with the revised Commissioner’s Regulations
adopted by the New York State Board of Regents in July 1982, which can be found at
www.emsc.nysed.oov/part1 00/pages/1002a.html, is to serve all students in grades K-12
equitably. It is to graduate all students with the understanding necessary to achieve their
personal, educational, vocational, and social potentials throughout life. As required, the plan
includes objectives, activities, resources and staffing, along with an assessment and provisions

for an annual review or revision.

Specifically, the guidance plan contains a variety of counseling and guidance strategies, which
allows counselors to maximize their talents, and offers the ability to address the needs of our
student population. The plan will define and outline how to efficiently deliver those services,
which counselors provide for students throughout the district. It is not intended to be a summary
of all that our staff does throughout the course of the year.

The Comprehensive Guidance Plan described herein is a general outline of the activities that are
provided to all students in the Remsen Public Schools and can be found on www.remsencsd.org.

ASCA National Model Overview

School counselors design and deliver school counseling programs that improve student
outcomes. “The ASCA National Model: A Framework for School Counseling Programs”
outlines the components of a school counseling program that is integral to the school’s academic
mission and is created to have a significant positive impact on student achievement, attendance
and discipline.

The ASCA National Model guides school counselors in the development of school counseling
programs that:



e are based on data-informed decision making
e are delivered to all students systematically

e include a developmentally appropriate curriculum focused on the mindsets and
behaviors all students need for postsecondary readiness and success
e close achievement and opportunity gaps

e result in improved student achievement, attendance and discipline

Remsen District Mission Statement

The mission of Remsen Central School District is to lead by example, instill essential traits of great
character, foster a sense of belonging, and provide a solid academic foundation. Students will be
empowered to learn and achieve their individual potential through diverse, challenging, relevant and
engaging educational opportunities and differentiated learning experiences. A commitment to students
first, positive relationships, quality instruction, continuous personal and professional growth, recognition
for hard work, as well as a comprehensive system of student supports provided in a safe, encouraging
learning environment with consistently high expectations for everyone, will ensure that all Remsen
students Soar to Success.

Remsen District Enduring Goals

Improve student measurable achievement PK-12 within a pervasive data-driven culture, using highly
effective instructional systems designed and evaluated to create the optimum learning environment to
ensure that each child will be successful.

Build responsibility and accountability to high educational standards in Parents/Caregivers & Students so
that high levels of learning are expected and attained.

Hire, develop, supervise, and evaluate a community of high quality, collaborative faculty, administration,
and staff so that they will excel at their job responsibilities, according to relevant needs of student
learning and school improvement.

Develop, procure, maintain and improve resources (facilities, equipment, technology, materials and
supplies, finances) with sustainability in mind to meet the needs of relevant student learning and
instruction now and with intent to the future.

To prepare a fiscally sound and responsible budget that addresses the needs of students and the concems
of taxpayers while exploring alternative funding sources.

To improve external and internal district relations, transparency and communication with our various
stakeholder groups.

Expose students to learning opportunities beyond the walls of Remsen CSD and its community, and
expect students to learn and demonstrate important social competencies.



Remsen Guidance Department

Remsen School Counseling Department Mission Statement

The School Counseling program in Remsen Central Schools promotes and assists academic,
social, emotional, and career development for all students. As leaders, school counselors serve
students in collaboration with parents, administration, teachers, staff, and the community.
Valuing diversity, school counselors use a comprehensive approach to facilitate the development
of all students to achieve personal excellence. Through the school counseling curriculum, school
counselors promote 21% century learning expectations and skills to ensure that all students
graduate career and college ready.

Remsen School Counseling Department Vision

An effective School Counseling program ensures that the importance of each student is
acknowledged. We will make a concerted effort to communicate and demonstrate our concerms
and commitment for each student. As a result, each student will feel that he or she is valued as a
member of the school community. In order to create and maintain an effective program we will
abide by the following guidelines:

O Attention is focused on facilitating the successful transition of our students within our
district.

O Each student and family is provided the information, assistance, and support that enable
them to develop personalized educational and career goals. :

O The social-emotional well-being and academic progress of each child are continually
monitored, and appropriate services are initiated as needed.

O The resources of the department are available to individual students, families, classes,
grade levels, and teachers.

O Professional learning is encouraged and supported in a collaborative environment.



Benefits of a Comprehensive School Counseling Program

Counseling programs will strive to positively impact all stakeholders, students, parents, teachers,
administrators, board of education, other student services personnel, as well as the school
counselors. The advantages for each of these groups include the following:

Students

Prepares students for the challenges of the 21st century by acquiring knowledge and
skills in academic, career, and personal/social development.
Connects the educational program to future success.

Facilitates career exploration and development.

Develops decision-making and problem solving skills.

Assists in acquiring knowledge of self and others.

Enhances personal-social development.

Assists in developing effective interpersonal relationship skills.
Broadens knowledge of our changing world.

Provides school counseling services to every student.

Increases the opportunity for counselor-student interaction.
Encourages facilitative, cooperative peer interactions.

Fosters resiliency factors for students.

Parents

Helps prepare their children for the challenges of the 2Ist century through academic,
career, and personal/social development.

Provides support for parents in advocating for their child's academic, career, and
personal/social development.

Develops a systematic approach for their child's long-range planning and learning.
Increases opportunities for parent/school interaction.

Enables parents to access school and community resources.

Teachers

Provides an interdisciplinary team effort to address student needs and educational goals.
Provides skill development for teachers in classroom management, teaching
effectiveness, and affective education.

Provides consultation to assist teachers.

Positively impacts school climate and the learning community.

Encourages positive, calendared activities and supportive working relationships.
Promotes a team effort to address developmental, personal/social needs of the student.
Increases teacher accessibility to the counselor as a classroom presenter and resource

person.



Administrators

Integrates school counseling with the academic mission of the school.

Provides a program structure with specific content.

Assists administration to use school counselors effectively to enhance learning and
development for all students.

Enhances community image of the school counseling program.

Board of Education

Provides rationale for implementing a comprehensive developmental counseling program
in the school system.

Provides assurance that a quality school counseling program is available to every student.
Demonstrates the necessity of appropriate levels of funding for implementation.

Supports appropriate credentialing and staffing.

Provides a basis for determining funding allocations for school counseling programs.
Fumnishes program information to the community.

Acts as liaison for community and school partnerships.

School Counselors

Provides a clearly defined role and function in the educational system.
Provides direct service to every student.

Provides a tool for program management.

Enhances the role of the school counselor as a student advocate.
Ensures involvement in the academic mission of the school.

Places school counselors in a leadership role.

Pupil Personnel Services

Provides school psychologists, social workers, and other professional student services
personnel with a clearly defined role of the school counselor.

Clarifies areas of overlapping responsibilities.

Fosters a positive team approach, which enhances cooperative working relationships.

Community

Provides an increased opportunity for collaboration and participation of community
members with the school program.

Creates community awareness and visibility of the school counseling program.

Involves Community members in various activities of the school counseling program.
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