
Colton Joint Unified School District     
Commitment to Equal Opportunity                          
  
  
  

Minutes 
October 22, 2020 

  
The Measure G Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee met on Thursday, October 22, 2020 at 5:36 
p.m. virtually. 
  
CALL TO ORDER 
  

I.           Members Present (*absent) 
Mrs. Patricia Chavez 
Mr. Gary Grossich* 
Mr. Forrest M. John III* 
Mrs. Rhonda McIver Jackson 
Mrs. Laura Morales, Chair  
Mrs. Amanda Salazar* 
Mrs. Pamela Valadez 
Mr. Jimmy Villegas* 
Mr. Matthew Wilson* 

  
Staff Members Present 
Mr. Rick Jensen, Assistant Superintendent, Business Services 
Mr. Owen Chang, Director of Facilities & Energy Management 
Ms. Katie Orloff, Director of Communications 
Ms. Kasey Kubota, Executive Assistant, Business Services 
 
Present 
Mr.  Michael Williams, Columbia Capital 
 

II.         APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Votes to approve June 24, 2020 minutes were not valid due to the lack of a quorum. 
 
III.       PUBLIC COMMENT 
None. 
 

  



IV.       OLD BUSINESS 
None. 
  
V.         NEW BUSINESS 
Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee Membership 
Two members of the bond oversight committee have served the maximum allowable time 
on the committee per the bylaws.  Ms. Orloff is assisting with filling the vacant seats by 
advertising on social media and print media.  If any members know of any candidates who 
are willing to serve on the bond oversight committee, please have candidates contact the 
district staff for an application. 
 
Measure G – Series E; Bond Refunding 
Mr. Jensen informed the committee that last Wednesday bonds were successfully sold and 
refinanced.  With the uncertainty caused by the election and pandemic, people are not 
investing in the stock market; however, people are investing in bonds.  The Board also 
wanted to take advantage of the current interest rates.  Mr. Williams stated $44.5M of 
bonds were refinanced.  Over 15 years, taxpayers will save over $2M.  From the 2008 
election, $14.8M of bonds were issued for new projects at a 3.2% interest rate.    Also, the 
district received an upgrade in its rating during the process.  
 
Board Priority Projects 
With $14.8M in bond funds, $2.7M in state match, and other funding sources such as 
developer fees and RDA pass-through funding, the district has approximately $45M 
available for future projects.  Director Chang discussed various projects that were presented 
to the Board for consideration during the Special Board Workshop back in September.  
During the November 5 board meeting,  staff will present and request consensus from the 
board on the updated list of projects. 

 
Colton High School Baseball/Softball Renovation 
The Colton High School Baseball/Softball Renovation project encountered both delays in 
receiving materials and labor shortages due to COVID-19, but we are nearing the 
completion of the project.  Sod will be installed once weed abatement is complete. 
 
Colton High School MPR 
The main contractor of the Colton High School MPR project was also impacted by 
COVID-19.  Fortunately, they were able to overcome obstacles and regain momentum on 
the construction schedule.  The project is expected to be substantially complete in mid-
January 2021. 
 
 



Colton Middle School MPR Modernization 
At this time, miscellaneous tasks remain for the completion of the Colton Middle School 
MPR Modernization project.  A virtual ribbon cutting ceremony with a virtual walk 
through of the facility is in the planning stages, and the committee members will be invited 
to attend the virtual ceremony.  Staff is working with an artist for the installation of a mural 
to honor former teacher, Mr. Frank Acosta. 

 
850/900 East Washington Update 
The tenant improvement project at 850/900 East Washington Street is not a bond funded 
project.  The Board approved this project to provide a better work environment and 
improve morale for the PPS and Student Services staff.  Staff will be moving to the new 
office during the second week of November. 
 
Terrace Hills Middle School Parking Expansion 
The main purpose of the Terrace Hills Middle School Parking Expansion project is to 
alleviate traffic congestion and parking shortage by adding 27 additional parking spaces 
for staff, enlarging the bus drop off area, and adding sidewalk and a driveway approach off 
of Mt. Vernon Avenue.   
 
Colton High School Career Tech Education Grant 
The Board has not formally approved the Colton High School Career Tech Education 
Culinary Building project.  The district applied for a 50/50 grant and was approved for over 
$2M in state match.  The project entails repurposing the existing kitchen and replacing it 
with a state-of-the-art facility to support the culinary program. 
 
Annual Report to the Board of Education 
Director Chang is in the process of drafting the annual report to the Board.  As soon as the 
report is completed, it will be distributed to the committee members for review.  After the 
report is reviewed and revisions are complete, a meeting will be schedule where the 
committee will present the report to the Board. 

    
VI.       FINANCIAL REPORT 

All major changes in the financial report from the last meeting are highlighted. 
  

VII.     MEMBER COMMENTS 
None. 

  
VIII.  NEXT MEETING 

Ms. Kubota will contact the Committee to schedule a meeting. 
  



X.   ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the Measure G Citizens’ Bond Oversight Committee 
meeting was adjourned at 6:03 p.m. 

  
 

















6

❑850 E. Washington Street Tenant Improvement

PROJECT UPDATES

Open Office Hearing Room

Before
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❑Colton High School Career Tech Education Grant

PROJECT UPDATES

Kitchen Lab

Staff Office Outdoor Garden

Lecture/Demonstration
Outdoor 
Grilling Station

• Converting existing 
cafeteria building

• Competitive grant

• $2.87M state 
match – Part of 
Proposition 51

• District to provide 
$3M matching 
funds
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Questions?
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