
  



Mission and Vision
GHC students will be prepared to face the future with 
the following skills:

● Mastery of the Middle Years Program Standards 
part of the International Baccalaureate Program

● Ability to think reflectively and critically

● Develop a commitment to hard work, honesty, 
and cooperation

●  Be compassionate and responsible members of 
our community



Chief Academic 
Officer/Interim 
Director
Dr. DaCosta

Interim 
Assistant 
Administrative 
Director:
Mrs. Rodriguez

Assistant 
Administrative 
Director:
Mrs. Alfred 

Assistant 
Administrative 
Director:
Mr. Alvarado



8th Grade Teachers 

Ms. Song 
English 

Ms. Purse
History 

Ms. 
Feldman
Science 

Mr. 
Pimentel
Math

Mr. Berger
Physical 
Education 

Ms. Chen
Mandarin

Mr. Perez
Spanish



Special Programs and Student 
Support Services 

Dr. Giang
Special 
Education 
Coordinator  

Ms. 
Gonzalez
Special 
Education 
Teacher  

Mr. 
Silverman
Special 
Education 
Teacher  

Mr. Sofer
Special 
Education 
Teacher 



 

Social-Emotional, Behavior and Mental Health 
Support Staff 

Ms. Bernal, 
School Counselor
giovanabernal@ghctk12.com

Ms. Cordero, 
School Psychologist
ingridcordero@ghctk12.com

Mr. Rodriguez, 
Intervention Coordinator
stevenrodriguez@ghctk12.com

Mr. Berenson
Dean of Student Life 
justinberenson@ghctk12.com

mailto:giovanabernal@ghctk12.com
mailto:ingridcordero@ghctk12.com


Bell Schedule
Regular Day Bell Schedule
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday

Shortened Day Bell Schedule
Tuesday





Redirection/Reassignment 
Redirection
A student may receive a redirection for violation of school rules including but not limited to

*Cell Phone out during school hours

*Dress Code

*Chromebook not charged

*Chewing Gum

*Disruptive behavior in the classroom or on the yard

Clearing Redirection

Student may clear the redirection hours by 

*supporting a teacher or counselor after school

*Campus Beautification

*Attending after school tutoring 

All redirections 
MUST be cleared 
to participate in 

activities and the 
8th grade 

ceremonies. 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/track?uri=urn%3Aaaid%3Ascds%3AUS%3Acd62a241-1d3d-4816-b8f4-a409a6476313


Attendance Grading Policy

● Students who are absent 15 or more times from a class will have 
their grade reduced by one (1) letter grade.

● The school will make every effort to notify parents of 
troublesome attendance patterns; however, it is the student’s 
responsibility to maintain satisfactory attendance.

● The fifteen-day absence policy includes excused/unexcused 
absences.

● Unexcused absences will be subject to the Attendance Policy 
under Chronic Truancy which may result in no participation for 
dances, field trips, culmination.



Grading Policy
Final grade in each class is a reflection of performance in these 
categories 

○ Progress/Practice (classwork, homework, formative assessments)

○ Achievement (final projects, tests, writing assessments)

Homework is a key part of your progress in class
Students may have assignments, studying or a long term project that they may 
need to complete at home 



Absences During FINAL EXAMS
Student’s must be present in class during the time that final exams are 
administered. 

Students will NOT permitted to take their final exams outside of the allotted 
Final Exam time provided in the classroom. 

If there are extenuating circumstances and a student misses their final they can 
complete a Final Exam Absence Appeal form and provide documentation that 
must verify the reason for absence such as but limited to:

● Doctor notes 
● Documentation of emergency

*Appeals will NOT be granted for vacation, family trip, family reunions or any 
other non-emergency activity.



8th Grade Contract

PLEASE RETURN THIS SIGNED FORM TO YOUR 
ADVISORY TEACHER by 
Friday, October 4, 2024



Culmination and Activity Participation Requirements

Grade Eligible
Pass all classes with a “D” 
or better. No more than 2 
Fails for the entire school 

year.

Citizenship

Student has no more than 
three (3) Unsatisfactory 

Marks on Progress or Report 
Cards (evaluated each 6 

weeks)

 

Behavior

Frequent or serious violations 
of any school rule(s) resulting 

in an office referral can 
disqualify a student from 

participation in the culmination 
ceremony and other 8th grade 

activities. 

Students must have a 
redirection balance of zero (0) 

to participate in any school 
activities



Certificate of Completion 



Participation in Culmination Ceremony and 8th Grade Activities

Students must meet the academic requirements to earn a Certificate of Completion 
AND the following additional criteria to participate in the culmination ceremony 
and 8th Grade activities:

● Student has three (3) or more U’s (Unsatisfactory) marks in citizenship on the 
Progress/Report Card leading up to Culmination or Culmination activity.

● Student must clear all obligations including Redirections, Chromebook & 
textbook return, cafeteria charges, and library charges, if applicable.

● Frequent or serious violations of any school rule(s) resulting in an office 
referral can disqualify a student from participation in the culmination 
ceremony and other 8th grade activities. 

● All students are subject to the attendance policy which can be referenced on 
page 17 of the GHC Student Planner. 



Appeals Process 
If a student does not meet the academic criteria for the Certificate of 
Completion, the student or parent/guardian may appeal by following the 
procedures listed below.

● A student or parent/guardian must submit a written request to the 
Culmination Appeals Committee stating why the student did not meet 
the requirements for the certificate or for participating in the 
culmination activity. At a minimum, the Culmination Appeals Committee 
will include a site administrator, a teacher, and a counselor.

● The response of the Culmination Appeals Committee shall be provided 
in writing and by telephone within three school days following the 
appeal.

● If the parent/guardian does not agree with the Culmination Appeals 
Committee they may appeal to the TK-8 Administrative Director within 
three days.

● A decision by the TK-8 Administrative Director shall be made within three 
school days following the appeal.



How can I Support my Student?



Home Access Center (HAC)
Home Access Center

- Class Grades
- Missing Assignments (NTI)
- Attendance
- Teacher Contact Information
- Detention Balance

For technical support email:
eschoolplus@ghctk12.com



        Planner

Students should 
be using their 
planner to keep 
track of 
assignments and 
to keep track of 
important dates



8th grade team emails
8th grade team sends out a monthly email on the first Sunday of each month to families where they 

go over major topics/assignments being covered in each of your student's core classes.  





Thank You

Don’t forget to have your students 
submit their signed contract by 

Friday, October 4, 2024
  


