
District 11's Vision for 
Family and Community 
Engagement

• Vision:

o To create an inclusive environment 
where students thrive through 
active engagement and the 
support of connected families, 
staff, and community partners.

• Mission:

o Enhance educational outcomes by 
building connections where 
families, staff, and community 
partners are empowered to 
support students success.



Start with the Why:
What Research Says

Reduced drop-out 
rates

Higher graduation 
rates

Increased 
educational, 

academic, and social-
psychological success

Reduced 
absenteeism

Better student 
attitudes towards 

learning

Stronger social skills Less discipline issues
Better student-

teacher relationships
Higher trust in 

schools

Stronger levels of 
cultural competence 

for staf f

Improved image of 
the school 

throughout the 
community

Increased 
interactions and 
participation for 

community partners

Greater longevity for 
educators

Research summary compiled by the Flamboyan Foundation: "Family Engagement Matters"

https://flamboyanfoundation.org/resource/family-engagement-matters/


District 11 Family Partnership:
     Moving From a "Nice to have" to a "Must 

have"

Understanding "Partnership" Investing in a Continuum of High Impact 

Practices

Building a multi-tiered approach to 

family partnership by identifying 
engagement opportunities district-wide



Involvement vs. Partnership:
What is the Difference?

Involvement

• One-way

• School-designed activities

• Exclusive

• Do “to”

• Technical Language

Partnership:

• Two-way

• Co-created activities

• Inclusive

• Do “with”

• Expressive Language



Promising and High Impact Practices

• https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement/2023ppps



Four Essential 
Elements to 

Guide Family, 
School, 

Community 
Engagement



Build Trusting 
Relationships

• Trusting relationships enable families and 
programs/schools to partner about the education 
outcomes for children and youth. 

Essential Element Definition:

• What do trusting relationships look like in your 
program/district/school?

• How are you ensuring effective use of two-way 
communication with you families to sustain 
positive relationships?

• How do you leverage relationships with families 
to achieve your program/district/school goals?

Self-assess with the following:







Building Trusting 
Relationships

• Welcome All Families

• Communicate Effectively

• Support Student Success



Resources

• CDE Resource Page for Family, School, Community 
Engagement: https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengag
ement

• Look for the free courses on family/community 
engagement, including one on SAC training put 
together by Velvet!

• CDE's High Impact Strategies (with clickable links for 
examples!): https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengage
ment/highimpactstrategies

• CDE FSCP User's Guide for School Teams: 
https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement/p12fsc
pframeworkusersguide

https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement
https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement
https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement/highimpactstrategies
https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement/highimpactstrategies
https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement/p12fscpframeworkusersguide
https://www.cde.state.co.us/familyengagement/p12fscpframeworkusersguide
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