
T H E  M A G A Z I N E  O F  T H E  W O O D S T O C K  A C A D E M Y

2 0 2 3

SIMON SAYS
Simon Becher '18 shares his path to the pros
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OUR MISSION
The Woodstock Academy prepares all students by providing diverse opportunities through a rigorous curriculum 

and a variety of programs in order to cultivate the necessary skills to become lifelong learners and global citizens.

Carolina DaSilva '23
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Christopher J. Sandford
Head of School

A s I sit in my office on North Campus writing this letter for The Gleaner, I am reminded of the 
important role The Academy has played in this region’s history and in the lives of so many people 
that have come before us. My office is completely decorated with artifacts related to the school's 

history. 

The official portrait of Henry C. Bowen, which was painted by J.J. Sawyer and hung in Bowen’s Brooklyn 
Heights mansion, hangs over the fireplace. An enamel portrait of President Ulysses Grant, which was a 
gift from the President when he visited Roseland Cottage on July 4, 1870, hangs in the lobby. The historic 
lectern from when the Academy Building opened in 1873 sits in my office, awaiting use at commencement. 
In addition to these treasures, I can hear construction noise emanating from outside as crews work to restore 
the Academy Building for its 150th anniversary. And just this morning, we had our first planning meeting 
about how best to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Bracken Memorial Library, which now occupies 
a space that was once called the Ely Ransom Hall Memorial Gymnasium. 

Each of these historic and symbolic aspects of our beloved school reminds me each day of how appreciating 
our history plays such a significant role in determining the future of The Academy.  

Serving as head of school for The Woodstock Academy is the honor of my lifetime, not only because I love 
its rich history, but because being a part of this community brings me so much pride. The staff, students, 
families, and alumni continually work to support the mission of this institution. Our teachers are some of 
the most creative and dedicated educators I have ever worked with.  

The Academy families, alumni, and community members support our students and mission in many 
ways, whether it is through encouragement, financial assistance, or just being engaged in our educational 
community. Throughout this issue of the Gleaner, you will see some of this generous support and realize 
the impact it is having on our current students.  

The Academy is in a strong position as we move forward in this ever-changing world. The historic nature of 
this institution is not an impediment, but a source of strength. The Academy continues to grow, improve, 
and provide more and more opportunities for students to achieve and become the people they are meant 
to be. 

We have become a greater institution because of the people in our community. Your ongoing support is 
deeply appreciated.
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THE TWINS AND TRIPLETS OF WA
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SIMON BECHER

For Vancouver Whitecaps FC Forward Simon Becher ’18, one of the most exciting perks of a career in Major 
League Soccer is the element of the unknown. “You never know who you’re going to meet, and you get to 
see and even live in parts of the world you’d never imagined you’d get the chance to experience,” he shared.

Since graduating from The Woodstock Academy, Becher has been on the move, and the fluidity of footballer 
life suits him just fine. He initially enrolled at Holy Cross, but later transferred to St. Louis University, where 
he earned a Bachelor of Arts in finance and the title of SLU’s Most Outstanding Male Athlete. He now 
calls Vancouver home, after being drafted by the Whitecaps Football Club last year. “This year I ended up 
in Vancouver, but in high school I got to go to Honduras and then I did an exchange in Argentina,” said 
Becher. “I’ve played in Sweden, Holland, and England, and now I’m headed to Spain for our pre-season 
training. It’s exciting—it keeps me on my toes.”

His adventurous spirit and adaptability have taken Becher far, both on and off the field, but the 
day-to-day grind required to compete at such an elite level also demands tremendous discipline and 
commitment. In Becher’s case, that means early mornings followed by several hours of training, 
workouts, stretches, and recovery work nearly every day. For him, it’s worth it to be able to play the 
game he loves, and he’s never been one to shy away from a challenge. 

That fact was evident during Becher’s time at The Academy, where his favorite class was 
International Relations. “I was a member of Model United Nations Club,” he remembers. “We 
traveled all over for conferences and had to learn to work with new people in these competitive 
situations. Those experiences made me more confident in making decisions to move and travel 
as an adult.” 

WA also helped prepare him to navigate a multicultural workplace with teammates, coaches, 
and support staff from all over the world. “A good portion of the people I work with are 
from Central and South America—Argentina, Ecuador, and Mexico,” said Becher. “The 
club offers us language courses, so I plan to take them up on it to improve my Spanish.”

Whatever the 2023 MLS season has in store for him, Becher will be ready. “My time in 
high school taught me to step outside my comfort zone and never stop learning. New 
places, new people, new experiences—they’re some of the best parts of my career.” W

K I C K I N G  I T  F R O M  C O A S T  T O  C O A S T

2018CLASS OF
WA

By Samantha Romero, Editor
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TOTY

F or 2022-23 Teacher of the Year Lauren Churchill, her involvement with the music department at The Woodstock Academy 
provides her the unique opportunity to work with many of her students for four years. As her students grow through their high 

school careers, so do her connections with each of them.

“I feel very lucky to spend so much of these formative years teaching and helping students to grow into incredible humans,” said 
Churchill, adding, “Whether I have a student for four years or one semester, I truly think of them as my kids and feel an immense 
amount of joy when I am able to help a student discover their strengths and build self-confidence.”

Churchill has become heavily involved in all-things music in and out of the classroom during her fifteen years of teaching at The 
Academy. She teaches concert band, symphonic band, percussion prep, piano I, piano II, music theory ECE and unified music. In 
addition, she is a co-advisor for Tri-M Music Honor Society, conducts the jazz band, directs and conducts the annual spring musical, 
and manages the private music lesson program at The Academy. 

While Churchill is widely recognized for her high-caliber ability to teach music to students of all experience levels, her students were 
eager to emphasize the impact she’s made on them through her consistent display of kindness and positivity. Since re-introducing a 
sense of normalcy to the school community after shifting back to in-person learning, Churchill’s classrooms have been especially noted 
as a space for students to safely express themselves and the challenges they face. During the nomination process for Teacher of the Year, 
a student wrote, “While I’ve been struggling, Mrs. Churchill has been with me every step of the way. She has so much love for all her 
students and when the going gets tough she doesn’t shy away, she helps us with any problems we have.”

Highlighting Churchill’s commitment to providing a positive learning experience for all her students, Dr. Michael Harten, dean of 
academics at The Woodstock Academy, said, “Despite constantly shifting rules for mask-wearing and distancing requirements, Lauren 
has always put the students’ safety and mental well-being first, while maintaining an enthusiastic outlook to buoy her students.” 

“It is difficult to put into words how honored I am to receive this recognition,” said Churchill. “I love what I do and to be recognized 
in this way by my students and peers is truly amazing.”

2022-23 
TEACHER OF THE YEAR
Lauren Churchill, Music



F or five years, Paraprofessional Crista Peters has been known at The Woodstock Academy as a warm, positive human with a genuine 
dedication to helping students succeed. 

Peters began her paraprofessional role floating around classrooms between students, helping them stay on task, answering any questions, 
and listening to each student’s need and desire to excel. She is passionate about getting to know the entirety of her students; how they are 
doing, what they need, and creating an individualized experience for each student to get the very best out of them. 

“Crista is an exceptionally kind person, always willing to meet students where they are, providing them support and encouragement to 
help them succeed. When we were remote last school year, Crista came in to run our Intensive Learning Lab so that students who were 
struggling with learning at home had a safe and supportive place to come in to complete their learning,” said Dr. Michael Harten, dean 
of academics at The Woodstock Academy.

During the nomination process for Staff Member of the Year, it was clear that Peters is a well-loved presence in The Woodstock Academy 
community. One nomination from a faculty member wrote, “Crista does amazing work with students, often those with the greatest needs 
– students who often are resistant to that help. Her persistence, care, and dedication help break down those barriers.” 

Another nomination by a staff member read, “She is like the rung of a ladder, sometimes getting stepped on, but helping the students to 
climb higher.”

Throughout the 2021-22 school year, Peters successfully managed Learning Assistance Block, a program designed for students who need 
additional academic support. In this role Peters had the opportunity to work with a variety of students during all four blocks and connected 
with them while building their trust and confidence to complete class assignments with independence. “Seeing the student feel like they 
can in fact do it, is priceless,” Peters shared.

As Peters departed The Woodstock Academy community to pursue her next chapter, she left a lasting impact on all who worked with her, 
students and staff alike. She shared, “The Woodstock Academy is a unique and caring place to work, and always changing in a positive way 
with students in mind. I am extremely appreciative to have been part of such a special institution, and I am honored and truly touched 
to be voted for Staff Member of the Year.” W

2022-23 
STAFF OF THE YEAR
Crista Peters, Paraprofessional THE GLEANER  |  07



MEET A

M E E T  T H R E E  S E N I O R S  M A K I N G  T H E  M O S T  O F  T H E I R  W A  E X P E R I E N C E
By Samantha Romero, Editor
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Kind, Artistic, and Creative—
Carolina loves English and music 
classes! She’s a member of our 
Symphonic, Jazz, and Pep Bands, 
in addition to English Honors 
Society and Book Club, and after 
school she can be found teaching 
and performing various styles of 
dance.

"At The Woodstock Academy, 
there are many opportunities 
for group and community work, 
which emulates some of the roles 
and jobs I’ll pursue in the future."

Creative, Ambitious, and Bold—
Aleena has made great use of 
their time at WA. She balances 
her love of language classes and 
media analysis with a passion for 
writing (she’s WA’s Poet Laureate) 
and singing as a member of 
WA’s esteemed honors acapella 
ensemble—Hill Singers.

"The Woodstock Academy has 
presented me with leadership 
opportunities and allowed me to 
explore my passions. I feel that I 
have been able to truly focus on 
improving my current talents while 
also discovering new ones."

Determined, Entertaining, and 
Intelligent—Aidan is all about 
our hands-on STEM courses! He 
credits WA’s Aerospace courses, 
video production club, and theater 
tech with helping to prepare him 
to become an airline pilot and 
work in the live production industry 
someday.

"WA is not just another high 
school. I’ve had the opportunity 
to meet many bands and work 
with professional companies just 
because of the connections made 
at WA. The classes, teachers, and 
environment all help you become 
the best person you can be and 
help you figure out who you want 
to be."

CAROLINA DASILVA 

AIDAN SODERMAN 

ALEENA JAFAR-DECESARE

C L A S S  O F 
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LAUREN ANDERSON '63

O n October 15, 2022, during Alumni Weekend, Woodstock 
Academy alumni, staff, and students gathered in Founder’s 

Court to honor Lauren Anderson ’63, the 2022 recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award for Service to Society. 

This award is given to an alumna/us that has shown an exceptional 
measure of service to The Woodstock Academy or to society. 
Awardees have made significant contributions benefitting their 
community, state, nation, world, or The Academy. Anderson’s 
contributions and leadership as a pioneer for the advancement of 
Title IX, particularly for equality for women in sports, have made 
her an outstanding candidate for this award, and have inked her in 
athletic history at The Woodstock Academy and across Connecticut 
and Rhode Island.
 
At the ceremony, the opening remarks of the evening began with 
Rick Torgeson, whom Anderson has worked closely with throughout 
community-related projects and organizations. In his comments, 
he highlighted her service and commitment to the community at 
large, “making her presence known in soft ways.” Associate Head 
of School Holly Singleton ’86 followed, honoring Anderson with 
a moving outline of her athletic and professional achievements 

and impact on the world of women’s sports. Head of School Chris 
Sandford closed the program and presented Anderson with her 
award. 

When Anderson was a Woodstock Academy student, the 
athletic opportunities for girls were limited to softball, cheer, and 
basketball. In her senior year at The Academy, she was named 
outstanding female athlete. Upon graduating, Anderson became 
a five-sport collegiate athlete, competing on the field hockey, 
basketball, volleyball, softball, and track & field teams during her 
undergraduate years at Southern Connecticut State University.

“We talk about graduates from The Academy going on to change 
the world and Lauren quite literally accomplished that. She has 
made our world a better place and serves as an inspiration for us 
all. I could not be prouder to recognize Lauren with the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for Service to Society,” said Sandford.

Where Anderson saw athletic limitations and discouragement 
for female athletes, she fought to create opportunities. In 1972, 
Anderson started the girls indoor and outdoor track teams at North 
Haven High School, and in 1975, became the first female scholastic 

2022 Distinguished Alumni Award Recipient

(L to R, T to B): Sydney Lord ‘23, Olivia Tracy ‘26, Lauren 
Anderson ‘63, Lauren Brule ‘23, Kira Greene ‘25, Leila 
MacKinnon ‘23, Lennon Favreau ‘23, Campbell Favreau ‘26, 
Morgan Bonin ‘23.

By Madison Millar, Editor



ALUMNI WEEKEND HIGHLIGHTS

athletic director in the State of Connecticut. In 1977, she launched 
the women’s cross country program at the University of Rhode 
Island, and the track & field program in 1978. She then went on to 
serve as the Senior Associate Director of Athletics in 2003 until she 
retired in 2008. 

Throughout her career in athletic administration, Anderson continued 
to advocate for athletic equity and presented to the State of Rhode 
Island that there was a need to support full-time head coaching 
positions for women’s programs as they were only part-time, 
compared to men’s programs, which had full-time coaching 
positions. A year later, permanent full-time coaching positions for 
women’s athletic programs were approved by the State.

“When I think of Lauren, I think the greatest accomplishments of her 
life are not her personal athletic accolades, but rather the use of her 
athletic prowess and the knowledge to lift up other future athletes,” 
said Singleton.

Anderson has been honored with numerous achievement awards 
and inducted into 10 Athletic Halls of Fame, including the inaugural 
Woodstock Academy Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012. Anderson’s 

legacy also includes her strong commitment to diversity and 
equality, and the transformational opportunities she has created in 
women's athletics at The Woodstock Academy and beyond. Her 
portrait will be displayed in the Grube Galerie, a hallway at The 
Academy dedicated to distinguished alumni.

“To the Alumni Advisory Board and Brad Favreau who selected 
me for this award, I thank you. This is quite an honor, tremendously. 
I credit many, many people for motivating me to do what I have 
done, and what I hope to continue to do. Everyone has given 
me unwavering support and it has really meant a lot to me,” said 
Anderson. 

In October 2022, Anderson was inducted into the Connecticut 
Women’s Hall of Fame at the 29th Annual Induction Ceremony and 
Celebration of Women in Sports. The Connecticut Women’s Hall 
of Fame honors the achievements of women by celebrating their 
legacies and telling their powerful stories, inspiring women and 
girls to realize their own limitless potential. W

Class of 1972 Tracie Molinaro '87 & HOS Chris Sandford

Jerry Kuper '72 & friends Class of 1987

Friday: Alumni Shindig at Taylor Brooke Brewery | Saturday: Distinguished Alumni Award Presentation, Alumni Banquet

OCTOBER 14 & 15, 2022

THE GLEANER  |  11



BRACKEN 
MEMORIAL 
LIBRARY:
100 YEARS OF SUPPORTING LIFELONG LEARNING

T he Bracken Memorial Library will 
celebrate its centennial anniversary 
in 2024!  Originally housed in what is 

now the Bracken Administrative Center, our 
current library resides in the old Hall Memorial 
Gymnasium, where some of our alumni might 
recall gathering for lunch, school dances, gym 
classes and study halls. Countless memories have 
been made within its four walls, and the library 
continues to serve as an integral part of both our 
campus and our community.
  
In the summer of 2023, we will begin much-
needed renovations to update this historic and 
special space. The carpeting will be removed 
to expose and refinish the hardwood floors, 
preserving the original character of the building. 
Installation of a new HVAC system will help 
maintain the integrity of the texts and artwork 

housed in the space, in addition to making the 
library more comfortable for visitors year-round.

We will be officially launching the Bracken 100 
campaign to fund this important anniversary 
project in April of 2023, when the Bracken 
Memorial Library will host the opening of The 
Life and Legacy of Caroll Spinney, a year-long 
art installation featuring the work of the world-
famous artist and puppeteer. A Woodstock 
resident, Spinney was perhaps best known for 
playing the roles of Big Bird on the award-winning 
PBS children’s program, Sesame Street. The 
exhibit features several works of art and puppets 
created by Spinney, including Oscar the Grouch. 
We hope you’ll join us on April 20 at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Bracken Memorial Library as we celebrate 
this significant milestone!

Photo: Bryson Gould '22
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ALUMNI WEEKEND

FRIDAY SATURDAY

bfavreau@woodstockacademy.org
(860) 928-6575 ext. 1213

Director of Alumni Relations & Development Officer
BRAD FAVREAU '88

@Alumni_WA

The Woodstock Academy

Woodstock Academy Alumni Community

CONNECT WITH US

Join us at Alumni Weekend on Friday, October 13 and 
Saturday, October 14 as we gather in good company 
to reminisce, enjoy delicious food and beverages, and 
celebrate the landmark reunions of class years ending in 
3 and 8. All alumni and friends are welcome to attend!

ALUMNI & FRIENDS SHINDIG
Taylor Brooke Brewery 
5:00 p.m.

818 CT-171, Woodstock, CT

ALUMNI CAMPUS TOURS
The Woodstock Academy - North Campus 
10:00 - 11:00 a.m.

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME, HALL OF EXCELLENCE
Loos Center for the Arts - South Campus
3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

COCKTAIL HOUR
Loos Center for the Arts - South Campus
4:30 - 5:30 p.m.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ALUMNI AWARD
Loos Center for the Arts - South Campus
5:30 - 6:00 p.m.

ALUMNI DINNER
Loos Center for the Arts Atrium - South 
Campus
6:00 p.m.

SAVE THE DATE
2023

THE GLEANER  |  13



T his year has been all about the Academy Building. Without a doubt, it is the anchor of the 
Academy’s landscape and a favorite among alumni, faculty, and students. The InSpire 150 
campaign for the Academy Building has allowed for its complete renovation, and just in time for 

its 150th anniversary, it will reopen this fall. I want to thank the greater Woodstock Academy community 
who responded to the call and together committed more than $1 million to the campaign. We will 
announce plans for a grand-re-opening event as the timeline becomes more definitive, and I hope you 
will come back at some point to see the work that has been done. It will be a point of significant pride 
for alumni, students, and all of us who work here at WA.

Throughout 2022, we were able to engage with our alumni in more of a “normal” sense again. Whether 
in Woodstock for Alumni Weekend, in California, Florida, or Washington DC, we are actively working 
to build relationships with more of our alumni. This will continue as we move forward, and we have 
plans for traveling to connect throughout 2023 and another fantastic Alumni Weekend with Hall 
of Fame and Hall of Excellence inductions this coming fall. Classes of 1998 and 1973, get ready to 
celebrate your 25th and 50th reunions! 

The Class of 2023 is getting ready to graduate and they are doing it in style. There have been an incredible 
number of students who have made early commitments and they will be attending some of the finest 
higher education institutions in the country, serving in multiple branches of the military, and enrolling 
in trade schools. This class has not had the typical high school experience that many of us enjoyed as 
their freshman and sophomore years saw academics, athletics, the arts, and almost every other extra-
curricular activity struggle through the COVID-19 pandemic. As the saying goes, this class took the 
lemons they were dealt and made lemonade – time and time again. We are extremely proud of what 
they have accomplished and what they have yet to do.

We are working on the next phase of exciting developments to enhance the student experience here 
at WA, and we look forward to sharing those at some point soon. We continue to be grateful for the 
support of so many in our community as we work to deliver the best opportunities for our students.

Jonathan D. Sturdevant
Associate Head of School for Advancement

ADVANCING
OUR WA COMMUNITY
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2022 Saw 2 Jeopardy! Appearances from Members of the WA Community

I n February of 2022, WA Class of 2018 alum 
August Guszkowski, a then-senior at Dartmouth 
College, took the Jeopardy! stage to take part in 

the National College Championship. In November 
of the same year, WA’s Dean of Academics Dr. 
Mike Harten stepped into the Jeopardy! spotlight 
as well. Both share a fondness for the classic quiz 
gameshow that is rooted in their childhoods, and 
though neither walked away with the win, they 
both agree that the friendships forged throughout 
the experience are truly invaluable.

“I’m glad I got to do something that’s been a 
part of my life since I was a kid,” said Harten. 
He’d taken the online Jeopardy! test and been 
interviewed by their staff in the past but had 
never been offered the chance to compete. Then, 
in mid-September of 2022, he received a call 
from SONY Studios asking him to be a contestant. 
“They don’t give you a lot of notice and you’re 
not allowed to tell anyone,” he shared. “I flew 
out for Indigenous Peoples’ Day Weekend for two 
days of filming.”

For Guszkowski, the boredom of early Covid 
lockdown inspired the Classic Languages and 
Literatures major to take the online quiz. They were 
stunned when they were interviewed and invited 
to film for the week-long college tournament over 
Thanksgiving break in 2021. 

The actual process of filming Jeopardy! was full of 
surprises for Guszkowski and Harten, both lifelong 
fans. “The set is so much smaller than it looks on 
TV. It’s smaller than [WA’s] Bates Auditorium,” 
recalled Harten. Guszkowski echoed that sentiment 
and added that it’s also “freezing cold because 
they keep the temperature low so your make up 
doesn’t melt off.” And though neither knew what 
to expect from their competition, Guszkowski 
and Harten were both delighted by the company 
kept with their opponents while watching others 
compete from the green room. “It’s exactly like 
watching at home,” explained Harten, “except 
you’re with some of the best Jeopardy! players in 
the world and we’re all shouting out answers and 
cheering on some of the people we’ve just met. It 
was a lot of fun.”

As for the game itself, Guszkowski admits they 
were “wracked with anxiety,” while Harten said he 
was able to relax and “go into game mode,” while 
behind the podium. One of the greatest challenges 
for both players was timing the buzzer. “What a 
lot of people don’t realize when they’re watching 
from home is that we aren’t allowed to buzz in 
until blue lights that are just off-camera on the 
sides of the Jeopardy! board light up,” explained 
Harten. “They don’t light up until the host is done 
reading the clue, and if you buzz in too early you 
get locked out.” 

“Some people swear by the lights. Others time it 
by the speaker,” said Guszkowski. Harten admits, 
“you have to almost decide to buzz in before 
you’re 100% sure you know the answer.”

Although neither contestant was able to claim the 
title of Jeopardy! champion, they are grateful for 
the experience. “I thought everyone on the show 
was going to be aggressively competitive. Turns out 
they were all cool and pleasant and fun to hang 
out with. We still have a group chat going,” said 
Guszkowski. Harten agrees that “meeting some 
amazing people” was one of his favorite parts of 
being on Jeopardy!, and that “being a part of that 
community forever is fun.” 

Since the Quiet Corner seems to be supplying a 
disproportionate number of Jeopardy contestants 
lately (Guszkowski’s father recently had a strong 
showing himself), one wonders which member of 
the WA community should be next to grace the 
Alex Trebek stage in Los Angeles. Harten has some 
WA faculty members in mind. “I bet Josh Welch 
(Physics) would do well on Jeopardy! Rich Telford 
(English) would also be great. And Meghan Mizak 
(English) would be good too—she'd be fast!” W

By Samantha Romero, Editor

DOUBLE JEOPARDY!

Jeopardy! Host Ken Jennings and Dr. Harten Jeopardy! Host Mayim Bialik and Guszkowski



WELCOMING DISPLACED 
UKRAINIAN STUDENTS
On February 24, 2022, Russia again invaded further into Ukraine in what was a major escalation of 
the ongoing international conflict between the two countries. The war caused hundreds of thousands 
of Ukrainian lives to flip upside down in a matter of minutes, leaving them displaced with nowhere to 
go. Watching the devastating news flood the media, The Woodstock Academy began working with 
its global educational partners to welcome students from Ukraine who were displaced due to the war.

Between March and April of 2022, The Academy worked 
out logistics for obtaining the necessary documentation for 
international study, equipping the boarding environment, 
and tailoring to the specific educational and medical needs 
of each student. The first student arrived on March 21, and by 
late May, six more students joined her.

In support of the mission of helping these students, The 
Academy received overwhelming support from the community 
through donations to the Fund for Displaced Students to 
cover tuition, as well as donations of clothing, hospitality, 
transportation, translation services, and much, much more. 

Upon arrival, they jumped into classes, participated in spring 
break activities, ResLife trips to Boston, Newport, and the beach, and made the most of their 
opportunity to be here. At the end of the 2021-22 school year, the students moved off campus for 
the summer into various homestays, summer camps, and homes of family friends.

Now, one year later, the war is still ongoing, and all seven of the Ukrainian students returned to The 
Academy. Each of them has found their home away from home on South Campus and has created 
long-lasting relationships with ResLife students, dorm parents, athletic teammates, classmates, 
teachers, and their fellow Ukrainian peers. 

While they are grateful for their unique WA experiences, not a day goes by when they don’t miss 
their beloved country and worry about the safety of their loved ones back home. Jules, Yehor, Anna 
M., Anna H., Sasha, Renata, and Taiysa have all made a significant impact on the WA community 
and will embark on their new journeys as informed, compassionate, and ambitious global citizens 
in their next chapters. Senior Yehor Bezshchasnyi will be attending Columbia University in the fall 
of 2023, and most others also plan to stay in America to further their education and seize whatever 
opportunities come their way. W

By Madison Millar, Editor

I really appreciate 
the school and all 
of the people who 
support us and let 
us know we aren't 
alone.           - Jules '25

Jules Nesterovych '25

Sasha Stasovskyi '23

Yehor Bezshchasnyi '23 & Congressman Courtney

Anna Masan '23 on NBC CT

Anna Hryshchenko '23 at ResLife Olympics
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The 1972 varsity boys soccer team was undefeated throughout the regular season.

THROWBACK! 



1  Isabell Hull '22; Rico 2  Téa Hardy '23; Onions  3  Bryson 
Gould '22; Bubble of Truth  4  Ava Simoes '24; Illuminate  5  
Sergio Herrera Moreno de Acevedo '22; Untitled  6  Collin Hamilton 
'23; E.T. Runs on Dunkin' 

STUDENT WORK:
 PHOTOGRAPHY 1
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