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from the desk of Ms. Williams...

Trailblazers,

As you know, Monday, April 8, 2024, is the first day back to school after the
HCS spring break. On this day, most of the U.S. will experience a solar eclipse.
While the total eclipse will not be visible from Horry County, depending upon
the weather,  the partial eclipse may be visible from 1:52 pm to 4:25 pm, with
the eclipse’s maximum magnitude of .802 occurring at 3:10 pm. For more
information about the eclipse, check out NASA’s website:
https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/

Persons who choose to view the solar eclipse should take appropriate safety
measures. It will not be safe at any point to look directly at the eclipse without
proper eye protection. NASA’s eclipse safety page gives the following safety
tips: When watching a partial or annular solar eclipse directly with your eyes,
you must look through safe solar viewing glasses (“eclipse glasses”) or a safe
handheld solar viewer at all times. Eclipse glasses are NOT regular sunglasses;
regular sunglasses, no matter how dark, are not safe for viewing the Sun.

Do NOT look at the Sun through a camera lens, telescope, binoculars, or any
other optical device while wearing eclipse glasses or using a handheld solar
viewer — the concentrated solar rays will burn through the filter and cause
serious eye injury.

Horry County Schools will not provide solar eclipse glasses for employees or
students. Persons who want to view the eclipse safely must make sure they
have the appropriate equipment and follow the safety advice provided by
NASA. We ask that you discuss this information with your children. 

 Please read below for additional important updates and reminders. 

WIN Test 
April 12 
Juniors

Prom   
April 12

7:00 - 10:00 ~ North Beach Plantation

Baby Animal Day
April 12 - Gr. 9
Playcard Environmental Center

HGTC Conway Campus Tour
April 12 - Gr. 10

Fun Friday - BINGO
Aprl 12 ~ ECHS Cafe @ Lunch

Cap & Gown Pictures
April 18 ~ ECHS Gym
3:30 - 6:00 

https://science.nasa.gov/eclipses/%20
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ha_YXNYkisEpSAVXDIf2RzRppC0RBVSKuK7-HTIvT2g/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ha_YXNYkisEpSAVXDIf2RzRppC0RBVSKuK7-HTIvT2g/edit?usp=sharing
https://hcs.parentlink.net/main/messages/NASA%E2%80%99s%20eclipse%20safety%20page
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Important Trailblazer Links

Lunch Menu                     ECHS Website
Student Handbook          Safety Protocols      (English / Spanish)
Homework Assistance    Transcript Request  (ECHS / HGTC)
Scholarship Website       Facebook,         Twitter,        Instagram

"To provide a small, personalized
learning community that
accelerates our diverse student
population to become responsible
citizens who are strong critical
thinkers, collaborators, and
communicators who can
successfully meet and face the
challenges of competing in an
ever-changing global society."

THE MISSION OF ECHS

Title I

HCS-Early College High School receives
federal funding through Title I. A copy of
the Title I school wide plan can be
reviewed in our main office. Parents are
encouraged to provide feedback with
regards to our school wide Title I
initiatives. 

Advisory: Friday, April 12, 2024, will be a PM Advisory and a
Tuesday/Thursday day.
 

WIN Test: Due  to technical difficulties, the WIN test has been
rescheduled for Friday, April 12, 2024. The South Carolina Career
Ready Test is administered to all eleventh-grade students to
measure the most common skills that employers define as
foundational for career readiness. Students are assessed in four
key areas: Soft Skills Assessment, Math Assessment, Reading
Assessment, and Data Assessment. The scores from the WIN are
used for the school’s report card and to indicate career readiness
for students. 

Baby Animal Day: Some of the freshman class will be serving as
volunteers at Playcard Environmental Center for Baby Animal Day  
on Friday, April 12, 2024. Students are reminded to wear
comfortable clothing and walking shoes and leave their bookbags
at home. A bag lunch will be provided for students who signed up
for one. 

ECHS Prom: Junior-Senior Prom will be Friday, April 12, 2024, at
North Beach Plantation  (7:00 - 10:00). Students planning to check
out early can leave at 11:30 but must submit early dismissal notes
to the front office prior to check out. 

Grand Strand Humane Society/Animal Shelter Drive: The advisory
group for Mrs. Johns and Mrs. Iman will be collecting items to
assist the shelter. Donated items can be placed in the bin in the
lobby. The last day to bring in items is Friday, April 12.

HGTC Conway Campus Tour: Sophomores will tour the Conway
campus of HGTC on Friday, April 12, 2024. Students are reminded
to wear comfortable walking shoes. 

Relay for Life: The American Cancer Society Relay for Life event is
fast approaching, and we would love to have more people join the
team. The event will be held at Market Common’s Valor Park on
Saturday, May 04, 2024, from 3:00 PM - 9:00 PM. If your schedule
allows, we would love for you to join us ( part of the day or all of
the day based on your schedule). If you are not able to come out
but still want to help, you can donate to the team. Please use the
link below to donate to our team. We appreciate your help. donate 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1GOz59ech_QDXO7EeALa6arcOt5u4O_XP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wqpddErsdkaSCsilUwY2NtTN6u70ymui/view?usp=share_link
https://www.horrycountyschools.net/Early_College_High
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OE1zcI_iUzt0Wok4Jl1Eo9GhuGRD4gx8/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_W5PT5dRsz7kr9PCArWzOkyBOW37rY--/view?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VqhIN_t_2tsDM_PDPm106aW4bR-_RyeE/view?usp=share_link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ed82E1j8v1HMLBA4ZHQUq2CFP9Eyf584T4tEk5zfJMo/edit?usp=sharing
https://needmytranscript.com/horry-county-schools
https://www.hgtc.edu/current_students/transcript_request.html
https://www.horrycountyschools.net/Page/3436
https://www.facebook.com/hcsechs/
https://twitter.com/hcs_echs
https://www.instagram.com/hcsechs/
https://secure.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY24SER?team_id=2707975&pg=team&fr_id=107509


1:52 pm - 4:25 pm

HCS will not be providing solar eclipse glasses!

Key Reminders 
You must have safe solar viewing glasses (“eclipse
glasses”) or a safe handheld solar viewer at all times.
Eclipse glasses are NOT regular sunglasses; regular
sunglasses, no matter how dark, are not safe for
viewing the Sun. 
Do NOT look at the Sun through a camera lens,
telescope, binoculars, or any other optical device
while wearing eclipse glasses or using a handheld
solar viewer — the concentrated solar rays will burn
through the filter and cause serious eye injury.





ECHS Students & Parents
Events Calendar

All dates are tentative and could change based on need

Link to Calendar

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1IJyFN4K4E79AittJFPhcC-qwzJHQKAunt9nHkrkD4O4/edit?usp=sharing


Congratulations, March 
Students and Teachers of the

Month!



College of the Week

Columbia College
Columbia, SC



Trailblazer Parents,
We’ve heard from your students, now we’d love your input!
Please take a moment to complete the 2024 Parent Climate
Survey. This data is crucial in making sure that ECHS remains
THE BEST high school in Horry County. We take great pride in
the fact that all students & their families have a voice in our
school.

Simple directions to complete the survey - WEBSITE:
Log into your PowerSchool account (click for direct access)1.

Select “forms” on the left hand navigation pane2.
“2024 PARENT AND GUARDIAN SCHOOL CLIMATE SURVEY” should appear3.
Click, fill out, & submit4.

Simple directions to complete the survey - APP:
Open your PowerSchool app & log in1.
Click “more” on the bottom right corner2.
Select “forms”3.
“2024 PARENT AND GUARDIAN SCHOOL CLIMATE SURVEY” should appear4.
Click, fill out, & submit5.

https://myps.horrycountyschools.net/public/home.html


Congratulations, ECHS Youth Advisory Board 
on your design for this year’s 
HorryCast.org prom theme!



Congratulations, ECHS Youth Advisory Board 
on your design for this year’s 
HorryCast.org prom theme!



Cap and Gown Pictures

School Bell FOTOS 

For best pictures, please see recommendations of what to wear
under your gown.

Men: A white dress shirt and tie  

Females: An open-neck blouse    

Fees & Proofs: No upfront fees are required and proofs will
be emailed and texted in a few weeks.  

Appointment Sign-up

Thursday, April 18
3:30 - 6:00
ECHS Gym

https://calendly.com/schoolbellfotos/echs?month=2024-04


Senior AVID News
Updates on Key Information for Seniors Only!

Newsletter Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1yYnvySrdrTr-HKsp09CAzT7XzN0vT-CP/view?usp=sharing


See Something,
Say Something

A new reporting icon available on  
your computer 



Title I Newsletter
March 2024 
English , Spanish 

https://www.parent-institute-online.com/download2.php?573926-PMD2-X006643
https://www.parent-institute-online.com/download.php?pCode=PMDRM7E&subscription=highnov23
https://www.parent-institute-online.com/download.php?pCode=PMDRM7E&subscription=highnov23
https://www.parent-institute-online.com/download.php?pCode=PMDRM7S&subscription=shighnov23
https://www.parent-institute-online.com/download.php?pCode=PMDRM7S&subscription=shighnov23


May 04, 2024
Valor Park @ Market Common 

3:00 - 9:00
The American Cancer Society Relay for Life event is fast
approaching, and we would love to have more people join the
team. The event will be held at Market Common’s Valor Park
on Saturday, May 04, 2024, from 3:00 PM - 9:00 PM. If your
schedule allows, we would love for you to join us (part of the
day or all of the day based on your schedule). If you are not
able to come out but still want to help, you can donate to the
team. Please use the link below to donate to our team. We
appreciate your help in reaching our goal. 

Click here to donate. 

https://secure.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY24SER?team_id=2707975&pg=team&fr_id=107509




RECYCLING  

WE ARE ASKING ALL STUDENTS TO HELP WITH RECYCLING DURING
LUNCH.

STUDENTS SHOULD SORT THE ITEMS ON THEIR TRAYS PRIOR TO
DUMPING TO ENSURE THEY ARE PLACED IN THE CORRECT BINS. 

PLEASE DO NOT PLACE NON COMPOSTABLE ITEMS IN THE COMPOST BIN
BECAUSE IT WILL CONTAMINATE THE BIN AND IT CANNOT BE USED FOR
COMPOST. 



Tips to Successfully
Email a Teacher or Professor



Free Tutoring Available 
Help Every Day, Any Time

TutorMe provides free, one-on-one online
tutoring for HGTC students. Support is

available 24/7. To try TutorMe, 
click the link on the 

Student Resources card in myHGTC.



 
Successful completion of high school courses results in the issuance
of Carnegie units needed for a high school diploma. 

Since our high schools and program schools operate on a 4 x 4 block
schedule, it is crucial that students miss as few days as possible.

Based on this information, it is not feasible for our secondary
schools and program schools to grant principal-approved days
effective this year. Religious-based camps, retreats, trips, and
conferences are not excused. 

Absences due to major religious holidays are excused. Please send
notes to the attendance office regarding absences for religious
holidays.

Principal Approved Absences 



Download Brightspace Pulse to
your phone. 
Have your students log into their
myHGTC account.
You can view grades & upcoming
assignments.  

Brightspace Pulse 

Parent Access to
College Grades

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/brightspace-pulse/id1001688546


Parking Decal 
for Student

Drivers 

Drivers must register their
cars with HGTC Public Safety
and complete the information
form for ECHS. 

Registered drivers will
receive an ECHS placard to
place in the window on the
dash near their HGTC parking
decal. 







Bus Transportation

Students planning to ride the bus can contact the
bus office for their attendance area to get
information on route numbers and pick up times. 




