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Franklin Elementary School, in collaboration with its students and their parents, agree that
responsibility for student success is a shared responsibility among these three groups. It is further
agreed that this collaborative partnership, which continues to evolve and develop, will lead to
improved academic achievement only if the following conditions are met:

l.

2.

The school will provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a supportive and effective

learning environment that enables our students to meet challenging State academic standards.

Parents and guardians, will support their children’s learning in ways that include but are not

limited to the following: volunteering in their child’s classroom and participating, as

appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children.

a. Parents will also support communication with the school that is necessary for the

success of children. This support includes attendance at parent-teacher conferences.
These conferences help to communicate information about achievement but also help
to jointly develop solutions to challenges as well as plans for continued growth.

. Additionally, the school will provide frequent reports to parents that include but are not

limited to electronic communications, letters and reports to parents, phone calls, and parent
nights. These reports will focus on students successes, achievement, and ideas or plans for
further growth.

a. The school will also be engaging in further study and implementation of the best ways
to provide feedback to students regarding their learning and which focuses on learning
targets, success criteria, student performance related to these criteria, and planning
next steps toward greater success.

b. An important part of effective communication to both parents and students is for both
parents and students to have reasonable access to school staff. This includes
opportunities to volunteer and be part of certain classroom activities and/or field trips,
but it also includes an assurance of open, two-way, meaningful communication
between the home and school. A vital part of this is the important idea that the school
does its best to provide this communication and these opportunities in ways that are
clear and meaningful and in language that family members can understand.

These three conditions outlined above provide a framework for a partnership that includes
involvement, engagement, and accessibility.

A vital part of involvement is a deeper understanding of such topics as the challenging state
academic standards, the upcoming revision of the state assessment, the local use of the NWEA
MAP assessment as well as other district and classroom assessments, how the school monitors a
child’s progress toward the achievement of these standards through these assessments, and what



instructional materials are used toward this goal of individual student success. If parents continue
to grow in their understanding of these components of their children’s learning, they are much more
likely to become an active partner with the school.

To this end, it is the responsibility of the school to provide materials and training to help parents to
work with their children to improve their children’s achievement. This training, which often comes
in the form of parent nights or curriculum nights, include but are not limited to literacy training and
the appropriate use of technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy). It is
the responsibility of the school district to help teachers and specialized personnel to continue their
education in the ways and benefits of parental contributions through increased parental
involvement. The district, the school, the classroom teachers and all the support staff will
continually work to learn about and improve their outreach to parents.

Our hope is that by building a better bridge between the school and the home through increased
parent involvement and the coordination of parent programs, parents will more fully participate in
the education of their children and the children, for their part will reap the benefits of this
home-school partnership. It is further hoped that these partnerships will result in, for example,
additional preschool programs and subsequent participation, parent resource centers, and ongoing
opportunities for parents to deepen their understanding of the educational needs and opportunities
surrounding their children.

We, therefore, wish to involve parents more in areas that may include but are not limited to school
improvement plans, school-wide implementation of academic and extra-curricular programs, the
development and implementation of parent training activities (parents involving parents), and
developing ways to include community partners.

We also realize that none of these plans can proceed without accessibility. This accessibility is not
limited to the physical school setting (safety and security being tantamount to our goals), but also to
the language, the ideas, and the deeper understandings necessary for parent engagement to thrive.
We want to build such a culture of trust that parents will not hesitate to share with the school their
challenges and struggles and ideas for solutions when it comes to accessing the means of
communication, engagement, and involvement that are necessary for partnerships. Teachers and the
school principal will work with district staff to overcome obstacles of language, materials,
understanding, and any other issue that might get in the way of student success.



