BID # GF 2024-13
SPECIFICATIONS
CNP BEVERAGE BIDS

l. Miscellaneous

Failure to provide any of the information requested in this solicitation, in the requested format, or to

meet any of the criteria outlined herein is reason for disqualification without consideration.

A. The Phenix City School Board of Education intends to contract for beverage products
with the most responsive bidder offering a proposal that is deemed the most
acceptable and advantageous to the Phenix City School District.

B. The Phenix City School District will accept sealed bids to provide the specified
products for a one-year contract with year 1 beginning November 21, 2024-July 31,
2025 with the option of renewing the contract for up to four years, one year at a
time, based upon continuing evaluation, cost analysis, and mutual agreement
between the school system and the vendor.

Il.  Proposed Timeline

A. The timeline listed below is the District's estimation of the time required to complete

the process. Timeline subject to change.

Action: Date:

Request for Proposals Issued by Public Notification | September 23,2024
Vendor Questions Due to District September 27,2024
Response to Questions September 30, 2024

Proposal Due October 11,2024 @ 12 noon est

Bid Opening October 14,2024 @ 10:00 am est

Recommendation to the Board October 15, 2024
Notice to Proceed October 21,2024 (Pending Board Approval)
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Vendors with questions regarding bid specifications must submit their questions in
writing to Michelle Lian at mlian@pcboe.net no later than 12:00 p.m. (EST) on
September 27, 2024.

Any changes, additions, or modifications to the bid request and any questions
answers (Q&A) related to this solicitation will be posted to the Phenix City Schools
District website at http://www.pcboe.net under the Department of Operations and
Administration (see “District Bids). It is the responsibility of the vendor to check the
website periodically and before submitting a bid for any changes to the bid request.
Sealed bids must be submitted in two (2) printed copies and must arrive by October
11,2024 at noon (EST). Bid opening is scheduled for October 14, 2024 at10:00 am
(EST), at the Phenix City Success Academy, Attn: Michelle Lian, Director of Child
Nutrition Program 1700 17th Ave, Phenix City, AL 36867. The envelope/container
must be marked “Bid No. GF 2024-13, Beverage Bid” on the front and “SEALED
BID DO NOT OPEN” on the seal. If mailed or hand-delivered, addressed to
Attention: Michelle Lian at the address listed above. Any late bids will not be opened
or considered. No faxed or electronic bids will be accepted.

Failure to provide the information requested in this RFP in the requested format is
reason for disqualification, without consideration.

Bidders should bid on service to all schools in the Phenix City School System that
are listed within the bid proposal.

Commencement of services shall be as soon as possible after the District School
Board of Education approves the proposal with the successful Respondent, and the
District files can be transferred, if necessary. The target date will be the first of the
month following the School Board of Education approval.

Specifications or qualifications are not intended to eliminate any reputable
manufacturer, brand, or bidder. Reference to manufacturers, brand names,
supplier’s itemization numbers, specification of qualifications, etc. is intended to set
quality and feature standards and does NOT exclude bids from others. Any bid
containing the referenced products/services “or equivalent” will be accepted as long
as the quality and features standards are met. When quoting equivalent
products/services, the bidder must provide information substantiating the
standards have been met.

Bid price is to be all-inclusive (including taxes, fees, licenses, etc.) with no allowable
additional costs to Phenix City School District. Prices shall be good for the length of
this contract.

The final awarding of this bid will be made by the Phenix City School District/Board
of Education based on a recommendation from the Board of Education.

Phenix City School District will review all proposals for service utilizing guidelines
outlined by the Alabama State Bid Law.

The Phenix City School District reserves the right to reject any and all bid proposals,
waive any technicalities, and award all or part of the contract in a manner thatis in
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the District's best interest.

Itis the bidder's responsibility to comply with all local, state, and federal laws
applicable within the context of this bid.

Itis not the policy of Phenix City Schools to purchase on the basis of low bid only.
Quality, conformity with specifications, purpose for which required, terms of
delivery, transportation charges, past service, and dates of delivery are factors that
may be used to determine the low responsible bidder.

Vendors shall bid on all items within the specified group/category. It is the intent of
Phenix City Schools to award the bid as a total package bid award; however, the
Board reserves the right to award the bid in any manner that will best serve the
needs of Phenix City Schools.

Phenix City Schools reserves the privilege to re-bid or renegotiate any item(s) if the
price(s) are beyond the amount anticipated or negotiations are unsatisfactory.
Phenix City School District is exempt from all sales and use taxes under the
provisions of Title 40, Chapter 23, Section 4 (15), Code of Alabama, 1975.

Contracts over $10,000 require compliance with Equal Employment Opportunity
Regulations, The Clean Air Act, The Clean Water Act and Environmental Protection
Agency Regulations.

The Phenix City School District is an equal educational opportunity agency and
prohibits discrimination in any of its educational programs, including employment,
on the basis of sex, race, religion, national origin, color, age, or any handicapping
condition. The Board of Education complies fully with the provisions of Title IX of the
Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and
the appropriate Department of Education regulations.

The vendor shall protect all buildings, furniture, equipment, personal items, trees,
shrubs, lawns, and all landscaping on school property from damage. Any damaged
property shall be repaired or replaced at the vendor's expense. Labor shall include
all restoration (leveling, sodding) of grounds broken up during the installation of the
proposed services.

The vendor and his representatives shall follow all applicable school district
regulations while on Phenix City School property, including the no smoking, no
weapons, and drug-free policies. No work shall interfere with school activities or
environment unless permission is given by the principal or person in charge. All
vendor personnel shall be easily identified by the use of identification badges and
uniforms or shirts with the vendor's logo clearly visible.

Vendors must have been in continuous business for a minimum of three (3) years
and must be an exclusive provider, not a reseller, of services requested.

Phenix City School District reserves the right to cancel the contract with the vendor
for nonperformance at any time during the contract period. Nonperformance
includes, but is not limited to; failure to supply good quality service, failure to
provide services for the full term of the contract, poor installation performance, poor
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billing and customer service services, and failure to maintain status as an authorized
representative of services.

X. Vendors must be able to provide consolidated billing under a single billing account
number with detailed breakdowns of charges for individual service types such as but
not limited to maintenance, training, and charges over and above the basic plan.

Y. Approved vendor must furnish each school with two copies of the delivery invoice
which includes the following information: date of delivery, invoice number, item
type and quantity purchased, extended totals, and any applicable company
discounts. Written credit memos for returned items or items not delivered should be
provided at the time of delivery. This bid and any resulting contract does not restrict
Phenix City Schools from using other beverage services and products from other
vendors.

Z. All orders shall be done electronically by website or email. Supplies will be ordered
on a weekly basis and distributed by the vendor to each of the schools requested.
Deliveries may be made any time during the work week between 6:30 AM and 1:30
PM daily EST.

AA. The following items must be attached to the completed bid submission: (1) Copy of
Alabama Business License, (2) E-Verify Memorandum of Understanding or
explanation of exemption and signature, (3) Completed and signed "Certification
Regarding Debarment, Suspensions, and other Responsibility Matters (4) Copy of
HACCP Certification Audit

BB. All requirements specified in this RFP and the vendor's bid response become part of
any awarded contract.

BIDDING:

Bidders must quote unit prices for each item. Please be sure to specify the count of each item
package. The bid will be awarded on a "BOTTOM LINE" total bid amount and the capacity to submit
and comply with all bid requirements.

If a bid differs in any way from the specifications, the bidder must submit a statement with his bid
telling exactly where and how the bid deviates from said specifications. If this statement is not
submitted with the bid, it will be presumed the bidder proposes to meet the specifications in every
respect; and if awarded a contract, performance on this basis will be required. Items not conforming
to specifications may be rejected at the vendor's expense.

The intent of the specifications on this bid request is to obtain beverage products for a la carte sales
in the high school food service program that will give the best possible quality at a price schools can
afford to pay. Price is a primary consideration, but judgment of the Child Nutrition Program Director
must be reserved as to certain desirable characteristics, such as color, flavor and texture. If the
quality of any bid item is judged not to be up to the standards of taste and appearance, that item
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may be rejected.

Guarantee: Bids must include a guarantee that the vendor will provide the items quoted at the bid
prices from October 21, 2024, through July 31, 2025. Phenix City Schools Board of Education
reserves the right to extend the contract annually for up to an additional four (4) years.

Price Escalations: All prices shall be firm for 90 days, after which prices may be changed up or down
in accordance with changes in the cost of products required for production. Invoices for the
purchase of beverages reflecting the price increase should accompany the petition and market
bulletins. Petitions for price escalations must be approved by the school district CNP Director.

Delivery: We also request that the vendor awarded the bid submit an order day and delivery
schedule for each school. All bid quotations shall include daily delivery to the following locations:

Site Name Site Address

1. Central High School 2400 Dobbs Drive
Phenix City, AL 36870

2. Central Freshman Academy 2800 Dobbs Drive
Phenix City, AL 36870

Shipments are not to be made to any school without written or verbal orders from the respective
Cafeteria Manager or the Child Nutrition Director. Deliveries may be made to the schools between
the hours of 6:30 A. M. and 2:00 P. M. Monday through Friday. No orders are to be left unless the
Manager or designee signs the invoice or delivery ticket. ltems temporarily out of stock shall be a
minimum. When this occurs, mark "OUT" on the delivery ticket and "DO NOT BACK ORDER." No item
in the bid is to be canceled without prior consent of the Child Nutrition Director.

No substitutions on items, brands, grades, etc. are to be made by the vendor. Any substitutions
made without prior notice will be refused. The vendor is not to request authority to substitute
unless the quality of the item to be substituted is equal to or higher in value than the item originally
requested. All substitutions must be priced equal to the original bid price for the item for which the
substitutions are being made. No substitutions on items, brands, grades, etc., are to be made
without the prior consent of the Child Nutrition Supervisor. Any substitution made without prior
consent will be considered grounds for cancellation of the bid contract.
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INSPECTION:

Samples of any product must be furnished on request for quality tests or approval of new items.

BILLING/PAYMENT:

Under no circumstances can vendors charge more than the bid price. At the time of delivery to the
schools, two copies of the vendor's invoice will be given to the cafeteria manager. The vendor shall
post his records to agree with the invoice left with the cafeteria manager. Each invoice shall indicate
the date, item number as outlined in the documents, item name and description, number of units
delivered, unit price, and the extended price. All copies of the invoice shall be legible and uniform in
size. Each invoice shall have authorized signatures to certify receipt of the order.

Payment of all invoices is the responsibility of the Phenix City Schools Child Nutrition Department.
Payment of the invoices shall be made by the last Thursday of each month for the previous month's
invoices. In the event of errors, a credit or debit (as the case may be) is to be issued against the
invoice as it was presented to the cafeteria manager. Written credit memos for returned items,
overcharges, or charged items not delivered should be received at the school by the last day of the
month in which the credit is being given.

DEFAULT:

If at any time the vendor makes a delivery that is not in accordance with the instructions, conditions,
and specifications set forth by the Phenix City Board of Education without the consent of the Child
Nutrition Director, such delivery will constitute grounds for the cancellation of the contract and/or
the removal of the vendor from the Phenix City Board of Education bid list for not less than one year.

SPECIFICATIONS:

All products delivered shall have been processed and packed in accordance with good commercial
practice. All products delivered shall conform in all respects to all applicable standards promulgated
under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act in effect at the time of delivery. Specific contents of
all containers shall be clearly marked on the outside.

BID AWARD:

A. Phenix City Board of Education reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids.
B The award will be made in accordance with Code of Alabama 1975 Section 16-13B.
C. The decision of the Phenix City Board of Education will be final.

D The Phenix City of Education may not award based on low bid only.

Quality, conformity with specifications, purpose for which required, terms of delivery,

terms of payment, transportation, dates of delivery, past service, and experience are
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among the factors that may be considered in determining the responsive/responsible
bidder.

In the event the low bidder(s) refuses to accept the entire requirements without deviation,
their bid will then be considered non-responsive. After refusal by the first bidder, the bid

may be awarded to the next lowest bidder.

PRICING:

A.

B
C.
D

Prices are to be quoted by the ‘unit’ indicated on the face of the bid sheet.

Prices are not to exceed two (2) decimal places.
The bidder offers and agrees to furnish all items upon which prices are quoted.

Phenix City Board of Education reserves the privilege to rebid or renegotiate any item(s)
if price(s) are beyond amount anticipated or if negotiations are unsatisfactory.

Firm prices shall be bid and include all packing, handling, shipping charges and delivery
to the destination shown.

In the event of extension error(s), the unit price will prevail and the bidder’s total offer
will be corrected accordingly. In the event of addition error(s), the bidder’s total will be
corrected accordingly. Bidders must check their proposal for any such errors and state
the discount(s) in the proposal where applicable. Failure to do so will be at the bidder’s
risk.

The Phenix City Board of Education is tax exempt from all tax as found in the Code of
Alabama 1975, section 40-23-4(a)(11), as amended. This statement is in no way to be

construed as relieving the seller or contractor from their tax obligation.

Product Individual Price | Case Count Case Price

Water

Juice 11.5 oz Bottle

Sports Drinks and Flavored
Water

20 oz No and Low Calorie
Carbonated Beverages
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS

Request that each bidder submit bids as per the following instructions:
Bid to contain the complete package as per the enclosed specifications.
The submitted bid must contain two complete copies.

E-Verify Memo of Understanding must be included.

Bid Submission

All bids should be submitted to:

Phenix City Board of Education

Attn: Michelle Lian

1700 17th Ave.

Phenix City, AL 36867

Labeled in the bottom right corner:

Beverage Product Bid

Not to be opened until 10/14/2024 at 10:00 a.m.
Bid Sheet: Next Page

Bids must be submitted in SEALED ENVELOPE, CLEARLY MARKED.



Dr. Janet Sherrod, Ph.D
Superintendent

Educational Service Center

1212 Ninth Avenue
PO Box 460

Phenix City, AL 36868-0460

(334) 298-0534 Office

DUE: October 11,2024 @ 12 noon est
Please sign the form below and submit a copy with your bid to show that you have read and

understand the requirements of the bid.

Company Name

Board Members

Mrs. Yolaunda Daniel, Chair

Mrs. Katrina Collier-Long, V. Chair
Rev. John Brady Baird

Mrs. Florence W. Bellamy

Dr. KeAnthony Brooks

Mr. Elliott Patrick

Mr. Jonathan Taylor

Company Mailing Address:

Phone Number

Contact Person

Email:

Product

Individual Price

Case Count

Case Price

Water

Juice 11.5 oz Bottle

Water

Sports Drinks and Flavored

20 oz No and Lo Calorie
Carbonated Beverages
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A Company will be selected based on qualifications, experience, responsiveness, and price. It
is understood that before a proposal is considered for award the Bidder may be requested by
the Board to submit a statement of facts as to his previous experience in performing similar
products to other school nutrition programs. The Board reserves the right to reject or accept
any or all bids as deemed in the best interest of the Board.

If you have questions concerning bid specifications, please contact Michelle Lian at
334-592-1702.

| certify by my signature below that the bid price provided above is correct and that | have the
authority to obligate the company to perform under the conditions outlined herein. By
submission of this bid, | certify that neither the vendor nor its principals is presently debarred,
suspended, proposed for debarment, declared ineligible, or voluntarily excluded from
participation in this transaction by any Federal department or agency.

Signature Date

Print or Type Name Title

10
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Information Regarding the Beason-Hammon
Alabama Taxpayer and Citizen Protection Act

Alabama laws require that, as a condition for the award of a contract by a school board to a
business entity or employer with one or more employees working in Alabama, the business
entity or employer must provide documentation of enrollment in the E-Verify program.

During the performance of the contract, the business entity or employer will participate in the
E-Verify program and will verify every employee that is required to be verified according to the
applicable federal rules and regulations. The contractor’s E-Verify Memorandum of
Understanding MUST BE INCLUDED with the bid. If you do not believe these requirements
are applicable to your entity, include an explanation justifying such exemption. An entity can
obtain the E-Verify Memorandum of Understanding upon completion in the E-Verify
enrollment process located at the federal website www.uscis.gov/everify. The Alabama
Department of Homeland Security (http://immigration.alabama.gov) has also established an
E-Verify employer agent account for any business entity or employer with 25 or fewer
employees that will provide a participating business entity or employer with the required
documentation of enrollment in the E-Verify program. An Employer Identification Number
(EIN), also known as a Federal Tax Identification Number, is required to enroll in E-Verify or to
establish an E-Verify employer agent account.

11
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USDA NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

In accordance with federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights
regulations and policies, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex (including gender identity and sexual orientation), disability, age, or reprisal or
retaliation for prior civil rights activity.

Program information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities
who require alternative means of communication to obtain program information (e.g., Braille, large print,
audiotape, American Sign Language), should contact the responsible state or local agency that administers
the program or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through
the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.

To file a program discrimination complaint, a Complainant should complete a Form AD-3027, USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form which can be obtained online at:
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/ad-3027.pdf, from any USDA office, by calling (866)
632-9992, or by writing a letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name,
address, telephone number, and a written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient
detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged
civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form or letter must be submitted to USDA by:

1. mail:
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights
1400 Independence Avenue, SW
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; or

2. fax:
(833) 256-1665 or (202) 690-7442; or
3. email:

Program.Intake@usda.gov

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

*The enclosed "non discrimination" language herein was added pursuant to the May 5, 2022, USDA
memorandum. However, although included as currently required for audit compliance by the USDA, the
State of Alabama objects to its inclusion, applicability and the application of this language due to currently
pending legal challenges in the matter of The State a/Tennessee, et al. v. USDA, et al., Case No.
3:22-cv-00257, and may be subject to change or removal.

12
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