
Compulsory Attendance
Good attendance is important for many reasons. Your child receives the maximum 
benefit of education by being in school every day. Numerous studies show a strong 
link between academic performance and consistent attendance. Because 
attendance is so critical for the quality of your child’s education, Texas has a 
compulsory  attendance law.
State law requires children to attend school each day that instruction is provided. 
The law applies to children ages 6–19. If you voluntarily enroll your child in 
prekindergarten or kindergarten before age 6, school attendance laws apply to 
your child, too. A person who  voluntarily enrolls in or attends school after turning 
19 is also  required to attend for the entire period of the program of instruction.
Excessive Absences
Both the child and parent are responsible for unexcused absences. Yes, even if 
your child is 16 years old and skips class without you knowing, you are  considered 
responsible!
90% Rule
In addition to Texas compulsory attendance laws, districts are required to enforce 
the 90% rule which states that students in grades Pre-Kindergarten through 12th 
must attend a class for 90% of the time it is offered to receive credit or a final 
grade.  This rule applies even if your child has an IEP or 504 Plan. State law 
allows for exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements for several 
types of absences if the student makes up all assigned work and turns in the 
appropriate documentation.  The following activities are exempt:

All Grade Levels
• Religious Holiday
• Required Court Appearance
• Activities Related to US Citizenship
• Documented Health Care Appointments (must attend school on the same 

day as the appointment)
• Students in the Conservatorship of the State
• Students of a Military Parent Called to Duty, On Leave, or has Returned from 

Continuous Deployment of at Least 4 Months Outside the Area of Residence

Exceptions to the 
compulsory 

attendance law:

• ChildreN who are 
eNrolled iN a 
private or 
parochial school

• ChildreN who are 
home-schooled

• StudeNts who are 
17 years old aNd 
eNrolled iN a GED 
(high school 
equivaleNcy) 
program

• StudeNts who 
are 17 years old 
aNd have 
received
a high school 
diploma or GED 
certificate

COMPULSORY ATTENDANCE NOTICE
ATTENDANCE MATTERS

EVERY STUDENT. EVERY DAY.

Secondary Grade Levels
• College Visit (11th & 12th Grade Only)
• Workplace Visit (11th or 12th grades only)
• Students Pursuing Enlistment in the Armed Services
• Serving as an Early Voting or Election Clerk
• Sounding Taps at a Funeral



Truancy
Texas Education Code 25.085 and 25.0915
Gregory-Portland ISD enforces the Texas compulsory attendance laws in the following ways:

• Automated phone calls and emails are sent to parents or guardians daily notifying them when a student has been 
marked absent.  It is the parent’s or guardian’s responsibility to ensure that the most current and up-to-date contact 
information is on file at their child’s school.  Parents and guardians may refer to the district’s Student & Parent 
Handbook, the Attendance Matters website, or the campus their child attends for resources, information and support 
regarding attendance.

• All students will be issued a warning letter when attendance records show that the student has absences without an 
excuse on three days.  This is also when the campus will begin implementation of Truancy Prevention Measures for 
the student.  Truancy prevention measures (TPM) are required by law to assist parents and prevent the filing with 
the court for compulsory attendance.

Truancy Prevention Measures will include, but are not limited to:
• Parent and or Student Conference
• Home Visits
• Truancy Prevention Class (Online and/or In-Person)
• Attendance Contract
• Mandatory Student Tutorials
• Student Detention
• Parent Engagement Classes
• Referral to Administration, Counselor, or Truancy Officer
• Saturday School
• In-School Suspension

When Truancy Prevention Measures fail to solve the attendance problem, referral to a truancy court becomes an option.  
If a student fails to attend school on 10 or more days or parts of days within a six-month period in the same school year 
and those absences have been verified by the campus as unexcused, students 12 and older may be referred to the 
prosecutor of the truancy court of San Patricio County. The campus may also file a criminal complaint against parents 
who contribute to the nonattendance of their child, regardless of the age of their child.  

Student Withdrawals for Non-Attendance
Gregory-Portland ISD is authorized through FEA (LOCAL) policy to withdraw a student under the age of 19 for non-
attendance under the following conditions:

• The student has been absent 10 consecutive school days.
• Repeated efforts by the school to locate the student have been unsuccessful.

Students who are home-schooled are exempt from the compulsory attendance law to the same extent as students 
enrolled in other private schools. Parents must notify the school in writing that the student is withdrawing from the school 
and the date homeschooling began. For your convenience, the school can also provide parents with a home school form.
Additional Information
Please visit Attendance Matters for more information about school attendance.
www.g-pisd.org/departments-services/school-leadership/attendance-matters

 




