JAMESTOWN PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT
Regular Meeting
Official Minutes

New School Board Orientation at 4:15 pm in the District Office Conference room, 207-
2" Ave SE, Jamestown, ND.

School board meeting on Monday, August 19, 2024 at 5:30 pm in the Thompson
Community room at the Middle School, 203 2"¢ Ave SE, Jamestown, ND.

Present: Heidi Larson, President, Dan Tweten, Vice President, Jamie Bear,
Melissa Gleason, Owen Mckenna, Jacob Meier, Aaron Roberts, Jason Rohr, Steve
Veldkamp, Superintendent, Robert Lech and Kristi Grounds, Business Manager.

President Larson called the meeting to order and welcomed the audience. Jason
Linz, Jamestown Video and Amy Neustel, Administrative Assistant.

Mr. Veldkamp moved, seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve the consent agenda
which consisted of July 15, 2024 regular board meeting minutes, August 7, 2024
facilities committee minutes, payment of bills, pledged securities, open enrollment of 9t
and 10" grade students from Valley City and 5™ grade student from Barnes County
North to Jamestown Public School for the 2024-2025 school year, open enroliments of
Jamestown Kindergarten student to Edgeley Public School and Jamestown 7th, 9th, 11th
grade students to attend Pingree Buchanan Public School for the 2024-2025 school
year, submission of Choice Ready Grant, review of June 10 and 24, 2024 health
insurance committee meeting minutes, and review of consolidated application.

Mr. Gehlhar, Continuous Improvement Director, reported on the Cognia
Accreditation process.

Superintendent Lech reported there is a request for release of contract on the
agenda which his recommendation is to not approve. Dr. Lech would like the board to
consider policy regarding release of contracts and liquidated damages. Dr. Lech will
take this concern to the communication committee to review.

Superintendent Lech reported on the architectural firm request for qualifications
for elementary project. A total of 8 firms responded and 4 were interviewed by the
facility committee and central office. The finalists were all quality candidates but the
recommendation is ICON for approval by the board.

Superintendent Lech reported some changes were made this year for
onboarding of new staff. Feedback was great and they appreciated more time with their
mentors.

Superintendent Lech reported the roofing project for the Middle School got
delayed and will be completed in the spring due to school will be in session.

Superintendent Lech reported the afterschool program through the 21st Century
is in its final year of the grant. The grant has very strict restrictions to follow for funding.
The District will review the program, budget and possibly work towards a partnership in
the community.

Superintendent Lech reported that he is planning to put an item line on the
agenda for the next few meetings prior to voting this November regarding Measure 4
Eliminating Property Tax topic.



Superintendent Lech spotlighted that Vital Network asked Jamestown Public
School to participate in a case study on the impact of the Vital Network process and
improving the working and learning environment.

Mr. Roberts moved, seconded by Mr. Veldkamp to approve hiring ICON
Architects for elementary facilities project. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion
carried.

Mrs. Bear moved, seconded by Mr. Rohr to approve the AlA agreements with
Rhet Architecture for the childcare renovation and the James Valley Career and
Technology Center. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Tweten moved, seconded by Mrs. Bear on the approval of the rental
agreement for the winter building with Jamestown Park and Recreation in the amount of
$30,000.00 for the 2024-2025 school year. Mrs. Gleason wanted clarification if this
matched our previous agreement other than the dollar amount. Roll vote: Bear, yes;
Larson, yes; Rohr, yes; Meier, yes; Tweten, yes; Roberts, yes; Veldkamp, yes; Gleason,
no; McKenna, yes. Passed 8-1. Motion carried.

Mrs. Bear moved, seconded by Mr. McKenna on the 2024-2025 school lunch
prices. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Mrs. Grounds provided the general fund balance for board members to review.

Monthly financials were provided for information for the board members.

Mr. Roberts moved, seconded by Mr. Rohr to approve the hire of Rodney Mack
for the 2024-2025 school year upon a successful background check and appropriate
licensure. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.

Mrs. Gleason moved, seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve the first semester
2024-2025 extended school year contracts for Reagan Celeya one extra section of
learning center, Colton Altringer one extra section of ND studies, Larry Eslick one extra
section of Internship, Cassandra Reidburn one extra section of US History, Cody
Mickelson one extra section of German 1, Andy Fitzgerald one extra section of
Beginning Strength, Denise Wood one extra section of Algebra 2, Kim Carpenter one
extra section of Algebra 1, Leigh Meier one section of Essentials of Algebra, Zeb Willer
one extra section of Consumer Math, Karla Rossario one extra section of English 1,
Shelly Moltzen one extra section of Composition 110, Tim Ranum one extra section of
English 1, Lynn Kosel one extra section of Chemistry, Denise Thom one extra section of
Learning Center and Jason Carroll one extra section of Resource room. Mr. Meier
declared a conflict of interest due to his wife is a teacher. Roll call with unanimous “yes”
vote. Motion carried.

Mr. Veldkamp moved, seconded by Mr. Rohr to approve the release of contract
for Reagan Celaya for the 2024-2025 school year. Mrs. Gleason is concerned about
mental health of staff person if not released. Mr. Roberts concerned about the students,
Mr. Rohr concerned on what is best for students, Mr. Meier concerned on the challenge
in the building to meet students needs, Mrs. Bear encouraged to provide to the person
the employee assistance program and also encourage other staff to help mentor
teacher. Roll call vote: Tweten, no; Roberts, no; Veldkamp, no; Gleason, yes;
McKenna, yes; Bear, no; Larson, no; Rohr, yes; Meier, yes. Failed 5-4. Motion failed.

Mr. Roberts moved, seconded by Mrs. Bear to approve the amended policy DI-
Personnel Records. Roll call with unanimous “yes” vote. Motion carried.



Mrs. Gleason moved, seconded by Mr. Roberts to approve 2024-2025 tuition
agreements for 6™, 9t and 10" grade Jamestown students to attend Medina Public

School, 11" grade Jamestown student to attend Pingree-Buchanan Schools, 9t grade
Montpelier student to attend Jamestown Public Schools, 10" grade Valley City student
to attend Jamestown Public Schools, and kindergarten and 5" grade Barnes County

North Students to attend Jamestown Public Schools. Roll call with unanimous “yes”

vote. Motion carried.

No further business, President Larson adjourned the meeting.
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