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As the moder-
ator of The 

Moina, it is my 
pleasure to wel-

come you to the 100th year celebration of Father 
Ryan. For anyone who has spent any length of time 
around this campus, whether as a student, parent, 
staff member, or community member, they know 
the deep connection that people have with this 
place. It’s just a school, that’s true—but the fact is, 
it’s also  so much more. Father Ryan is a home away 
from home, a place where people feel known, and 
a place where they feel loved. It’s been a welcome 
and supportive community for a hundred years of 
students and their families.
 In all that time, one of the longest-running 
traditions at Father Ryan has been one of the least 
expected: the school newspaper. The Moina has be-
come a place where year after year, a new batch of 
students come to contribute their voices to the song 
of Father Ryan, writing about what they want to 
write about, sharing their opinions about the news 
of the day, and capturing the daily existence of Fa-
ther Ryan students.
 Today, as part of this 100-year celebration 
of Father Ryan, we have created a special, com-
memorative edition of The Moina. As you will see, 
it reflects the evolution of the Father Ryan expe-
rience through the eyes of the students who went 
here, whether 100 years ago, or five.
 What I’ve noticed as we’ve put this paper 
together is how, even over 100 years, some things 
never change. Yes, uniforms change, and grading 
scales change, and class offerings change. But 
the overall viewpoints of kids don’t really change 
much. Students complained about the food in 1934 
just like they did in 1989. The Purple Masque Play-
ers put on successful plays in 1935 just like they did 
in 2023. Students went to Mass, went on field trips, 
and struggled in the fight against procrastination in 
1959 just like they did in 2005. They’ve even been 
going to mother-son dances since the 1930s.
 While 100 years is a long time, some 
things are timeless. Father Ryan—and The Moina—
is one of those things. The generations of students 
and families who have walked these hallways, the 
caring and knowledgeable teachers, the incredible 
FRHS community that exists all the world round—
these are things that can’t be replaced, and things 
that will never go out of style. It is my honor and 
pleasure to contribute this newspaper to the 100-
year celebration of Father Ryan.

Reflecting on My 25 Years
—and the 75 Before That

A Special 
‘Moina Day’

By MATT PURYEAR
Moderator of The Moina

From its earliest days to today,
 The Moina has always captured the spirit of Father Ryan.

With Mass, musi-
cal performances, 

food trucks, and a fire-
works display to light up 
the campus, Father Ryan 
will kick off its 100th 
Anniversary celebration 
with a community-wide 
gathering on Saturday, 
September 14, the anni-
versary of the opening 
day of Nashville Catho-
lic High School for Boys 
in 1925.
 Bishop Mark 
Spalding will lead a 
group of Father Ryan’s 
alumni priests and dea-
cons in a special Mass to 

begin the day’s events, 
with Mayor Freddie 
O’Connell and other 
elected officials joining 
the service. The Mass 
will feature new music, 
composed especially for 
the occasion, and will 
lead to musical perfor-
mances by Father Ryan 
alumni and students at 
three different stages 
across the campus.  In ad-
dition, with this Commu-
nity Celebration, the Fa-
ther Ryan and the greater 
Nashville community 
will be able to enjoy spe-
cial archival displays and 

new interactive touch 
screens that will tell the 
story of the school’s rich 
history of leadership and 
achievement across these 
100 years. 
 The 100th An-
niversary will not begin 
and end on September 
14, 2024. From now 
through June of 2026, 
Father Ryan will cele-
brate special moments 
in the school’s history, 
including the 60th Anni-
versary of the landmark 
‘Father Ryan v. Pearl’ 
basketball game, coedu-
cation in 1970, the Leg-

acy Gala, and the Grad-
uation of our 100th Class 
— the Class of 2026.  In 
a special reflection of 
our Faith, churches and 
schools from throughout 
the diocese and beyond 
will be saying 100 Mass-
es over this two-year pe-
riod in prayer for Father 
Ryan, including one in 
Rome in October.  
 Graduates, fam-
ilies, and friends are en-
couraged to visit Father-
Ryan.org/100 to keep 
up with all the activities 
of this memorable 100th 
Anniversary celebration. 

A Celebration 100 Years in the Making
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3THE 1920s & 1930s



4 THE 1940s

EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Jack Deegan ’47

Strolling down memory 
lane, fondly recalling my 

days at Father Ryan, 
walking those hal-
lowed halls again, ig-
niting that indomitable 
school spirit.
 While remi-
niscing, I quickly real-
ized the creative value 
Moina writing provid-
ed me as Features Ed-
itor - expressing my 
thoughts on paper so 
others could share 
these experiences - and 
the responsibilities in-
curred when express-
ing different view-
points.  Moina writing 
forced me to research infor-
mation needed for explaining 

a certain subject before put-
ting thoughts on paper.  Influ-

encing others broadened my 
own perspective—in short, 

a verbal way to communi-
cate—helpful for all lifetime 
careers! These writing experi-
ences provided a closer affin-
ity for school and my purpose 
for being there.

Irish for Life!

In addition to serving as Fea-
tures Editor for The Moina, 
Jack was also Class Secretary 
and a member of the Purple 
Masque Players. A frequent 
visitor to campus, he is a re-
tired college professor from 
Texas Wesleyan University, 
where he taught marketing 
for 27 years, established the 
marketing major, and taught 
all nine courses.

Features Editor
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EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Rev. Msgr. Owen Campion ’58

Editor-in-Chief

Writing for, and editing, The 
Moina, set two of us on its 

staff long ago on a path. For me, the 
Catholic press, and Catholic 
communications, have been 
the interest in which my 
priestly vocation has been 
richly fulfilled.
 David Hardin, my 
good friend, and classmate, 
went on to a distinguished ca-
reer in American journalism.  
At The Moina, David wrote 
all the sports copy. Even then, 
his talent as a writer sparkled.
 Reporting the foot-
ball game against MBA, or the golf 
team, led by Lou Graham, a future 
all-time great in golfing, was hard-
ly our only challenge.
 When David, Raymond 
Heins, another talented classmate, 

and I were responsible for The 
Moina, Nashville—at times literal-
ly—was on fire. The Civil Rights 

Movement was just beginning.  
Ryan was greatly affected.
 Our job, and even then, 
we realized it, was uniting the stu-
dent body, reporting events, but 
serving the principles of humane-
ness and justice, so stressed by the 

Church, that we heard in the class-
rooms.

 We tried to think of, and 
write for, every student. We 
learned the highest professional 
standards of journalism from 
Father Hitchcock, our advisor.
 Remembering The Moi-
na, and my dear classmates, I 
am grateful, and I am proud.

Monsignor Owen F. Cam-
pion ’58 is a priest of the 
Nashville diocese.  He was 

Editor-in-Chief of The Moina in 
1957-58, editor of The Tennessee 
Register, associate publisher of 
Our Sunday Visitor, the Vatican’s 
representative to the world’s Cath-
olic publishers, and is a Prelate of 
Honor.
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“And maybe it's the time of year/
Yes, and maybe it's the time of 
man.”

-Woodstock
(Crosby, Stills, Nash & 

Young)

Maybe, it was the 
times. Vatican II’s 

spirit was sweeping across 
the U.S. Vietnam War 
protests were escalating. 
Nashville had been an epi-
center in the fight for civil 
rights for more than a decade.
 Maybe, we were just 
high school seniors feeling our 
oats.
 We wanted The Moina 
to be a “real” newspaper. Yes, 
we would report on school plays 

and athletics, but we also 
covered Vanderbilt’s Im-

pact Symposium sessions on the 
“urban crisis” and Angry Arts 

Festival, featuring local Black 
high school actors portraying the 
“Black mood in America.”
 We wanted Ryan stu-
dents to see a world beyond our 
block on Elliston Place, and take 
their place in it, play their parts 
in it.

“And I don’t know who I am/But 
life is for learning.”

-Woodstock

Jim went on to have 
a 17-year career at 
The Tennessean as a 
general assignment 
reporter, editorial 
writer, editor, and fi-
nally political/state 
government reporter.  
He and his colleague 

Phil Williams were Pulitzer 
Prize finalists in 1990 for their 
reporting on state government 
corruption. He spent the final 
25 years of his career in Wash-
ington, D.C. engaged in public 
health policy and strategic com-
munications.

EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Jim O’Hara ’68

Editor-in-Chief
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EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Margaret (Deckbar) Adam ’74

Editor-in-Chief

Fifty years ago, as a Father 
Ryan senior, the privilege of 

editing The Moina was the high 
point of my 17 years of life. Se-
nior Riney Green (’73) 
and I shared editing du-
ties my junior year, pour-
ing our hearts and souls, 
and a great deal of time, 
into publishing The Moi-
na. Getting the paper to 
press in 1972-73 was full 
of trials and tribulations 
as we struggled with lo-
cal printers at a time be-
fore computers eased the process. 
The writing and reporting were 
fun and seemed so important at 
the time, yet the challenges and 
ultimately successful outcomes 
generate the strongest memories.
 The coolest aspect of 
producing The Moina that year 

was that we—the students—did 
the work and overcame the obsta-
cles, so it truly was a student-pro-
duced newspaper.

 Mary Ellen Landolina 
taught a new Journalism class in 
1973-74, my senior year, which 
provided a larger, more diverse 
staff of Moina contributors. Ms. 
Landolina was instructive and 
encouraging while allowing her 
students to produce the paper 

with content we, as a group, de-
termined.
 Now that I’m a Gold-
en Grad, those Moina days are 

among my most precious 
Father Ryan memories.

For the past 44 years, Mar-
garet has lived in Bay St. 
Louis, MS. She and her 
husband, Bill, are parents 
to three children and five 
grandsons. In addition to 
being a career mom and 

all-around volunteer, Margaret 
has free-lanced for local publica-
tions and, since 2015, continues 
to produce detailed court reports 
in her role as a Court Appointed 
Special Advocate (CASA) for the 
local Youth Court System.
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My time on The Moina is now 
long ago, but I recall the 

joys and challenges of working 
within a team of talented indi-
viduals of different backgrounds, 
interests, and personalities to 
develop ideas, do the research, 
choose the words, revise them, 
and bring those ideas to paper by 
the deadline. The feel of the pa-
per in our hands as we distribut-
ed it on campus gave me—and I 
assume all of us who worked on 
it—such a sense of (Irish!) pride 
and accomplishment. It felt like 
what we wrote mattered.
 It was only when I 
looked back at the Class of 1983 
yearbook that I was reminded that 
we needed to fundraise in order 
to print each issue (Valentine’s 
cake!). I can imagine that all the 

members of the team, like me, 
have had occasion to use those 

fundraising skills over time as 
well.
 Though I didn’t become 
a journalist as once seemed a pos-
sibility, my experience on The 

Moina underpinned my under-
standing of the importance of (our 

choices about) words and all 
that they convey. That legacy 
infuses my work even now.

Regina (whom classmates 
knew as Geny Rippetoe) is 
a researcher, writer, editor, 
spouse, and proud parent of 
two college-age children. Af-
ter earning her M.A. in Inter-
national Development from 
American University, she 
lived in the Washington, DC 
area for more than a decade 

and has lived in Hamburg, Ger-
many since 2002. She now works 
as a freelancer to bring social 
science research results to the 
public.

Co-Editor-in-Chief

EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Regina (Rippetoe) List ’83 
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During my time as editor, I 
responded to a new uni-

form policy with an editorial so 
inflammatory I worried I would 
lose my position. When the 
principal called me to his office, 
I knew I was in trouble. I was 
shocked that he simply wanted 
to understand my perspective. 
Today, reading how combative 
my editorial was--with 52-year-
old eyes compared to 17-year-
old eyes--I am even more sur-
prised that his calling me into 
the office was simply an effort 
to discuss my position to better 
understand it. He even told me 
he was thinking about soften-
ing his position in response to 
my editorial. In that moment, 
I learned that one could use 

words to bring about pos-
itive change in the world.

 The Moina taught me 
how to fight for those who did 
not have the same platform as 
mine. Thanks to Father Ryan, 

I learned how we can use our 
gifts to follow our faith and 
serve those who have been mar-
ginalized.
 In the years since, I 
have been blessed to build on 
this foundation and to live a life 
in service to others. (Especially 
thankful to Michael Bell, Facul-
ty Advisor of The Moina 1989-
1990.)

Stephanie has spent her life 
serving others. For the past 25 
years, she has served non-prof-
its in fundraising and execu-
tive leadership positions. She 
now serves as the CEO of 
Hope Cottage in Dallas, Tex-
as. She was recently honored 
by DCEO Magazine for Lead-
ership Excellence Mid-Sized 
Nonprofit.

EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Stephanie Bohan ’90

Editor-in-Chief
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My path to becoming a pub-
lished writer, editor, and 

journalist began at The Moina. 
This newspaper work earned me 
the Al Neuharth Free Spirit schol-
arship—a program that flew two 
high schoolers from each state to 
Washington, D.C., where we stayed 
in the Watergate Hotel and rubbed 
elbows with accomplished journal-
ists. John Seigenthaler, Sr., snuck up 
behind me while singing the Father 
Ryan fight song. “Your school,” he 
inscribed to me in his book, “a great 
school, is my school.”
 Once at Saint Louis Uni-
versity, I reported for The Univer-
sity News, became the arts editor 
(once flying to New York to in-
terview Andy Samberg), and was 
elected editor-in-chief my senior 
year. A Father Ryan connection 
got me a spot as a stringer for the 
Tennessee Register while building 

a portfolio writing for the Nash-
ville Scene, Tennessean, and other 
outlets before becoming WSMV’s 
online news editor.
 

I’m now a copy editor for the online 
news website Axios, and my story-
telling work has expanded outside 
journalism: I’ve had a poem printed 
on the side of a Nashville city bus; 
published “Cheers, Somebody,” a 

book of short stories; and started the 
copywriting and editing business 
Katie Lewis Creative, LLC.
 These 20 years since 
graduating, I’ve fought—like the 
Irish, one might say—to tell stories 
that matter.

Katie graduated from Saint Lou-
is University with a degree in 
Journalism. She was the Edi-
tor-in-Chief of the University 
News her senior year. Katie is now 
the award-winning writer and ed-
itor of Katie Lewis Creative. Her 
journalism has appeared in Ax-
ios, The Tennessean, BookPage, 
the Tennessee Register, Nashville 
Scene, and Advertising Week. Her 
creative writing has been in Kiln, 
Regime Magazine and Tethered 
by Letters. “Cheers, Somebody” is 
her first book of short stories.

EDITOR REFLECTIONS 
Katie Lewis ’04

Editor-in-Chief



11THE 2010s

“Father Ryan’s Longest Running 
Institution” was written across 
all 29 issues of the Moina I re-
ceived during my four years at 
Father Ryan. The only other icon 
with that much gusto behind it is 
the oak doors of the library. The 
echoes of staff members exclaim-
ing, “It’s Moina Day!” still reso-
nate as strongly today as they did 
during my days as a student, and 
to have been a part of something 
that spans so many decades is 
humbling. I still get so much joy 
seeing the staff members of to-
day’s Moina passing out the new-
est issue--a particular bias for the 
best publication on campus never 
left.
 Since my time in Moina, 
the skills I gained have bled into 
my career here at Father Ryan, 
and I continue to do the one task 

Mr. Puryear asked of us each 
day—read the news!
 It has been amazing to 

delve into the Moinas from pre-
vious years as we mark the 100th 
school year of Father Ryan. Wit-

nessing how one of my favorite 
traditions has continued since its 
inception in 1927 and observing 
the timeless stories being retold 
from a fresh perspective is truly 
awe-inspiring. The Moina has 
withstood the test of time, and I 
hope that the next 100 years of 
editors hold as much pride as all 
of the editors that have come be-
fore them.

Eryn is Father Ryan’s Digital 
Marketing Coordinator.  After 
earning her Bachelor of Science 
degree in Communications from 
the University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, she served as Digital 
Content Developer at Nash-
ville’s The Burgundy Group 
Advertising agency before 
returning to Father Ryan.

EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Eryn Whalen ’18

Editor-in-Chief
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EDITOR REFLECTIONS
Lamont Howard ’24

My time on The Moina staff 
was anything but boring. 

I was unsure what electives to 
take since I had all my credits 
but needed classes to fill in my 
schedule. My friend Claire Pur-
year suggested I join The Moina 
with her and Claire Schumann. I 
figured why not try it out.
 I initially felt uneasy 
since I was the only guy on The 
Moina staff (besides Mr. Pur-
year), but I decided to stick with 
it.
 I’m glad I did. Not only 
did Moina come with lots of inter-
esting stories throughout the year, 
it also came with some of the 
strongest friendships I ever made. 
I saw some of my fellow writers 
every day, from Jesus class to 
parking next to each other in the 
senior lot. Moina truly made my 
last year at Father Ryan my most 
memorable and made each day 
different from the rest.
 Looking back at my 

time, I see that Moina helped me 
thrive. It sparked my love of writ-
ing creatively to tell a story. But it 

also allowed me to share my joy 
about the school. It even helped 
me determine my future, as I’m 
going on to pursue my passion of 
writing at Seton Hall with a Jour-
nalism minor.

 Joining Moina my senior 
year was one of the best decisions 
I ever made.

In addition to being an editor for 
the Moina, Lamont was Head 
Ambassador of Father Ryan 
for two years. He was inducted 
into several honor societies, and 
he earned numerous awards, 
including the Kevin Paul Da-
vis Memorial Scholarship, the 
Elmore Lampe Bright Future 
Scholar Award, and the Henry 
Manning Scholarship Award. 
Lamont also was responsible 
for starting the newest AP class 
at Father Ryan, the AP African 
American Studies class, one of 
only 700 in the entire country.
 He just began his stud-
ies at Seton Hall University in 
New Jersey, where he plans to 
major in International Relations 
with a minor in Journalism.

Copy Editor

President Paul Davis ’81

Davis Named
President


