
 
 

SOMERS BOARD OF ED 

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
JANUARY 11, 2024 

 
ATTENDEES:   
Board of Ed members Amanda Kandel, Dominick DeMartino 
Administration cabinet members Claire Comerford, Liz Turner, Stacey Elconin, Chris Platania, Harry LeFevre, 
Dr. Raymond Blanch, Nancy Corrado 
 
Dr. Blanch reviewed the three communication goals, the action plan for these goals and how these goals 
are being met. 

ACTION RESPONSIBLE STATUS START END NOTES 

Goal #1:  Increase awareness of district goals 
and initiatives for internal and external 
audiences. 

          

Meet with each school faculty to review SCSD 
2030 Plan for Excellence Ray  Complete  10/2 11/6   

Meet with each school PTA/SEPTA to review 
the SCSD 2030 Plan for Excellence 

Ray and School 
Principal  In Progress 11/13   Met w/PES & SIS PTAs; Scheduled for SMS and 

SHS month of January. 

Meet with the SHS Student Senate and SMS 
Student Council to review the SCSD 2030 Plan 
for Excellence 

Ray In Progress 11/7   Met w/SHS Student Senate, scheduled to meet 
w/SMS student senate. 

Provide an overview of the SCSD 2030 Plan 
for Excellence via: ● Tusker Talk Podcast ● 
Share via the Somers Record ● Tusker U 
Session 

Ray, Amanda, and 
Learning Office  In Progress 10/23   Podcast 10/23; Somers Record ads ongoing 

Provide Community Pulse overview of SCSD 
2030 Plan for Excellence Ray Complete  10/2     

Provide Family Tusker U Sessions ● The 
International Baccalaureate Program Overview 

Ray and Learning 
Office  Scheduled  11/15     

SHS IB Info Night SHS IB Coord  2/1   
Goal #2:  Develop strong and supportive 

community connections with internal and external 
audiences. 

          

First Annual SCSD Belonging Event Cabinet Scheduled  4/30/2024     

Superintendent Listening Tours 2023-24 
Focus: Future Capital Needs for Schools ● 
Faculty Meetings ● PTA/SEPTA Meetings ● 
SHS Student Senate 

Ray and Admin 
Team  

To Be 
Scheduled        

Establish Superintendent’s Student Advisory 
Council Ray and Claire  Complete  10/18 5/29   

Establish the position of a Family Liaison Ray and Harry  Complete  9/12 6/30   

Coffee and Chat in Each School School 
Administration  Complete  1/17 3/11   



 
 

Goal #3: Enhance clarity for the Somers 
community on  
matters related to SCSD. 

          

Somers Record: Elements of Excellence 
Profiles (6 times) Ray and Amanda In Progress 9/28   First 3 in 

paper 

Explore Engaging Media Tools ● Budget 
Topic ● Curriculum Topics ● Program Topics Ray and Amanda In Progress       

Publish Long-Range Fiscal Plan Ray and Chris In Progress   5/15   

Website Upgrade Summer 2024 Kim and Amanda B.   In Progress       

            

 
Committee also discussed: 

− Somers Record ads 
− SSAC (Supt/Student Advisory Council) Purpose  
− Family Liaison 

 
− Board of Ed flyer (describing purpose of BoE, meetings, public comments, etc) created by Amanda 

discussed, committee made suggestions.  Will have our communications person, Amanda Bergen, 
work with designer to update. 

 
− Family Partnership survey, how to increase participation and remind families of survey.  Committee 

went through some of the questions. 
 
Meeting concluded at 8:59 AM. 
 
 
 


