
 
 

 
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE 
DARTMOUTH SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

 
January 22, 2024 

 
The warrants for bills payable were reviewed and signed by the School Committee. 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Kathleen Amaral at 6:00 p.m. in the Dartmouth 
High School Library Media Center.   
 
On a roll call the following members were present: Kathleen Amaral, Christopher Oliver, 
Elizabeth Coughlin, Shannon Jenkins and John Nunes.  
 
Also present:  Dr. Saba-Maguire and Ms. Genthner. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

School Choice – 2024-2025 
 
Mr. Nunes opened the Public Hearing on School Choice for the 2024-2025 School Year at 6:05 
p.m. inviting those who wish to speak on the matter to come to forward. 
 
Bob Gauvin, resident of Dartmouth, offered comments relative to school choice stating he 
recommends the Committee “phase out” school choice and provided his reasons.  
 
Arlene Johnson, a senior attending Dartmouth High School (DHS) under the school choice 
program, stated opportunities and successes presented and realized by herself as well as others 
due to their ability to attend DHS.  
 
Aubrey Wise, a student at Voke Tech, stated her wish to return to Dartmouth under school 
choice. 
 
Danielle, Aubrey Wise’s mother, stated she offered to pay to send her daughter to Dartmouth 
High School but was told that was not allowed. 
 
Dawn Pomfret, parent of a student attending DHS under the school choice, offered comments in 
support of the school choice program adding she would be more than willing to pay to send her 
daughter to Dartmouth if that was possible. 
  
Mr. Nunes moved, seconded by Mr. Oliver to close the Public Hearing for School Choice for 
School Year 2023-2024 at 6:15 p.m.  The motion carried unanimously: 5-0. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
No comments were offered on other matters on tonight’s agenda. 
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	Mr. Nunes moved, seconded by Dr. Jenkins to approve Resolution 24-01.  The motion carried: 5-0.
	OLD BUSINESS
	FY25-FY29 Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) - Vote: Mrs. Amaral invited Dr. Saba-Maguire to speak on the matter.
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	Mr. Nunes asked to be informed when the plan will be presented to the Town Capital Improvement Planning Committee.
	NEW BUSINESS
	School Choice 2024-2025 – Discussion and Vote: Mrs. Amaral opened discussion on the matter.
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	Dr. Saba-Maguire and Mr. Thibault responded that is correct; if the district provides tutoring for at least 50% of the academic day “we” should be counting “them” as present for instruction.
	Mr. Oliver commented there is only so much a district can do to address absenteeism and yet the district will be penalized for its chronic absenteeism.
	Dr. Saba-Maguire shared school leaders and teachers are aware of this challenge and are doing everything they can within their sphere of influence to ensure that kids are coming to school noting the high school made modifications to its schedule addin...
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