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SOUTHERN KERN UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Wednesday, September 18, 2024                                                                            Location: 2601 Rosamond Blvd., 
Closed Session: 6:00 p.m., Open Session 7:00 p.m.       Conference Room, Rosamond, CA 

I. Call to order – (time)   
 

1. Comments from the public pertaining to closed session items:  

 

II. Closed session                   ACTION 
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ TIME: ________ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant 

   
A. Conference with Labor Negotiator; District Negotiator: Barbara Gaines, Robert Irving 

Employee Organization: California School Employee Association / Rosamond Teacher Association  

B. Discussion of Student Matters: Education Code sections 35146 and 48918(c) 

C. Public Employment: Certain Personnel Matters: Government Code § 54957.1(a)(5)  

DISCIPLINE/Dismissal/Employment/Release/Assignment/Reassignment/Complaint 
 

Any action taken in closed session will be reported publicly at the end of the closed session as required by 

Government Code Section 54954.5. 

 

III. Reconvene into open session at: _________               ACTION 
      TIME 

 
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE: YEAS _____ NAYS _____ ABSENT _____ ABSTAIN _____   

               PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE _____ TIME: ________ 

SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, 

Arellano 

 

IV. Action determined in closed session: 
 

V. Procedural Issues: A recording of this meeting is being made and shall be kept for 30 days as a public 

record (as applicable).  
 

A.  Pledge of Allegiance led by: ________________ 
 

B.  Roll Call - Members Present:  
 

____ Sunni Hepburn, President ____ Mario Gutierrez, Vice President ___ Robert Vincelette, Clerk    

____ Adrienne Rendon, Member ____ Vacant, Member     ___Adrian Arellano, Student Member 
 

C.  Approve agenda                            ACTION 
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 
 

VI. Reports and Communications         INFORMATIONAL    

A. RTA report:        CSEA report: 

B. Student Board Member: Adrian Arellano 

C. CBO Report: Robert Irving 

D. Assistant Superintendent, Instruction and Curriculum: Dr. Larry Mendez 

E. Assistant Superintendent, Special Education, Pupil Personnel: Sheryl Taylor 

F. Associate Superintendent, Human Resources: Leanne Hargus 

G. Superintendent Report: Barbara Gaines 

H. Board Member Communications: 

I. Sub-Committee Communications/Updates:  
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Comments from the Public: Members of the public may address the Board on any item within the jurisdiction 

of the Board by submitting presentation requests to the secretary or an email.  Members of the public are strongly 

urged not to mention personnel by name and are reminded that they do not have immunity from legal action if 

personnel is named. The Board may limit each speaker to 3 minutes with a total of 20 minutes per topic.  
 

VII. Consent items A-T                  ACTION 
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 
 

A. Approve Minutes May 15, 2024; May 20, 2024; May 30, 2024; June 6, 2024; June 26, 2024; July 15, 

2024 

B. Ratify Payroll September MIDA $341,563.84 

C. Approve Donation of School Supplies to SKUSD – Walmart  

D. Approve Donation of 500 Mini Red Footballs for RHECC Valued at $481.71 – Lydia Vazquez-King & 

Stephen King 

E. Approve Donation of $200 to RHECC Football Gear – Bryant Drilling  

F. Approve RHECC 2024 National FFA Convention in Indianapolis – $10,000 

G. Approve RHECC/TMS/REHS Cadet Corps Bivouac Weekend Training  

H. Approve RHECC Girls’ Soccer Parking Attendants at 2024 AV Fair Agreement #SV24-23 

I. Approve All Tech Fire & Security, Inc. Scope of Work at TMS – $2,078.68 

J. Approve Class Leasing Renewal No. 1044 CL2879 for 4 Relocatable Classrooms at WES – $65,600 

K. Approve Class Leasing Renewal No. 867 CL2800 for 1 Relocatable Classroom at WES – $9,600  

L. Approve Class Leasing Renewal No. 686 CL2754 for 2 Relocatable Classrooms at WES – $17,600 

M. Approve Tel-Tec Proposal for Burglary Alarm System Ascend Bldg. Panel Replacement – $3,707.51 

N. Approve Cronin Assessment Contract Extended September 30, 2024 – December 31, 2024 – $7,000 

O. Approve Transfr Inc. Renewal Service Order for VR Headsets for RHECC & TMS – $70,000 

P. Approve Freeze Flash Photo Booth Services Contract at RHECC Homecoming Dance 10/5/24 – $500 

Q. Approve Class Leasing Renewal No. 899 CL2845 for 1 Relocatable Classroom at WES – $9,600 

R. Approve Class Leasing Renewal No. 983 CL2880 for 5 Relocatable Classrooms at Former Ascend 

Academy/District Office – $82,000 

S. Approve TMS Camp KEEP for 6th Graders from October 7-11, 2024 

T. Approve TMS Camp KEEP for 6th Graders from October 21-25, 2024 
 

VIII. General 

A. Third Reading and Review of Board Policy 5132: Dress and Grooming – Gaines             INFORMATIONAL 
 

B. The Governing Board has accepted Mr. Brandin Coy’s resignation as Trustee of Southern Kern Unified School 

District effective September 11, 2024 – Hepburn         INFORMATIONAL 
 

C. Discussion for Filling the Vacant Trustee Seat – Hepburn         INFORMATIONAL  
 

D. Approve Change of Board of Trustee Organizational Meeting date to Wednesday, December 18, 2024, 

(Previously scheduled for Wednesday, December 11, 2024) – Gaines                     ACTION 
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 
 

E. Approve Rosamond High Early College Campus Football Booster – Gaines            ACTION 
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 
 



Board Meeting 

September 18, 2024 

Page 3 
 

VIII. General (Continued)  
 

F. Approve Amendment #2 to March 18, 2020 Program and Construction Management Services Contract 

Between Southern Kern Unified School District and HPLE, Inc., Not to Exceed $929,222 – Gaines      ACTION 

 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

 

G. First Reading and Review of March 2023 Board Policies (See Support) – Gaines    INFORMATIONAL 
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VIII. General (Item G Continued) 

 

 
 

IX. Business and Operations 

 

A. Approve Change in Contract with Medallion Contracting, Inc. Order Number 03 for the New Cafeteria at 

Rosamond High Early College Campus #(SKUSD-RHECC-NCB) Total Change of $1,326.99 – Gaines 

        ACTION  
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

 

B. Approve Change in Contract with Prime Painting Contractors Order Number 01 for the Tropico Middle 

School Paint Project #(SKUSD-TMS-PT01) Total Change of $14,311.00 – Gaines           ACTION 

 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 
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IX. Business and Operations (Continued)  

 

C. Approval of Award of Contract with Coast Construction Group for the Southern Kern Unified School 

District Rosamond Elementary School – Buildings A and J After School Program Modernization and HVAC 

Upgrades for Building A, B, G, and J in the amount of $3,183,129.47 – Gaines            ACTION 

 

On Tuesday, September 10, 2024, bids were opened for the Southern Kern Unified School District Rosamond 

Elementary School – Buildings A and J After School Program Modernization and HVAC Upgrades for 

Building A, B, G, and J. The following are the results of the bid opening for the bid scope: 

 

Coast Construction Group, Lancaster, CA – $3,099,129.47 (Base Bid) 

 

 $84,000.00 (Bid Alternate #1 – Exterior Painting of Buildings A and J) 

 

Note: Total Contract Amount with Added Alternate is $3,183,129.47 

 

Two (2) general contractors attended the mandatory job walk. Both submitted a sealed bid.  

 

The Uniform Public Construction Cost Accounting Act (the “Act”) adopted on September 16, 2008 (BSA-23-

08/09, Resolution No. 15-2008/09) provides an alternative method for public agencies to obtain bids and 

perform public projects. For projects of more than $200,000, formal bidding procedures will be followed (PCC 

22032(c)). If no bids are received, the District may negotiate a contract or use their own workforce. The award 

of contract and use of own workforce “force account” is still subject to approval by the Board of Trustees.  

 

It is recommended that the Board of Trustees approve the contract to the lowest responsive bidder, Coast 

Construction Group.  

 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____ PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE ______ 
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, 

Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

 

X. Personnel Items 
 

A. Approve the following listed personnel items – Hargus                  ACTION  

 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant 

VOTE:  YEAS _____ NAYS _____ABSENT _____    ABSTAIN _____  
SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant 

 
The following personnel items, which may include hiring, resignations, contract adjustments, and retirements for certificated and 

classified employees are presented for Board approval. All personnel meet the necessary credentialing and/or certification 

requirements as required by the State or notification timelines, as appropriate. 
 

CLASSIFIED/CONFIDENTIAL EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE SALARY POSITION SITE STATUS 

Loera, Laura 9/19/2024 S1 $17.58 Custodian RHECC Hire 

Luna, Gloria  8/12/2024 S1 $17.20 Food Service Worker  RES Hire 

Monzon, Gaddy 9/19/2024 S1 $17.58 Custodian RHECC Hire 

Salazar, Daniel 9/19/2024 S1 $17.72 Intervention Tutor ALIS Hire 

Segura Zepeda, Maria 9/19/2024 S1 $18.34 ASES Instructor TMS Hire 

Belen, Joanna  8/12/2024 --- Custodian  RES/TMS  Transfer 

Rosas, Johnny 9/9/2024 --- Head Custodian RES/TMS Transfer 
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X. Personnel Items (Continued)  
 

CLASSIFIED STIPEND/EXTRA DUTY EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE SALARY POSITION SITE STATUS 

Valdivia, Kimberly 9/21/2023 

2% 

$1,127.36 
Assistant Coach – Girls Volleyball TMS Hire 

Valencia, Oscar 9/21/2023 

2% 

$1,127.36 
Assistant Coach – Boys Volleyball TMS Hire 

Norton, Michelle  8/19/2024 --- Junior Class Advisor  RHECC Resign  
 

CLASSIFIED SUBSTITUTES EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE STATUS 

Kaylei Nemeth 9/19/2024 Hire 

Eget, Jacob 9/19/2024 Hire 

Buelna, Alejandro 9/19/2024 Hire 

Foster, Melanie 9/19/2024 Hire 

Finch, Alexy 9/19/2024 Hire 

Williams, Patience 9/19/2024 Hire 

Lovelady, Sara 9/19/2024 Hire 

Villlasano, Jessica 9/19/2024 Hire 
 

CERTIFICATED/ADMINISTRATIVE EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE SALARY POSITION SITE STATUS 

Chang, Chiaohao 9/6/2024 --- Mandarin Teacher TMS Resign  

Walker, Robyn  8/5/2024 
C6/S10 

$93,481 
Alternative to Suspension  TMS Salary Correction 

 

CERTIFICATED STIPEND/EXTRA DUTY EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE SALARY POSITION SITE STATUS 

Chadda, Perveen   8/19/2024 --- Junior Class Advisor  RHECC Resign  

Gamboa, Michelle 8/14/2024 $1,127.36 Sophomore Class Advisor RHECC Hire 

Coy, Brandin 9/19/2024 

CO/S1 

$44,575.96 

(prorated) 

Mandarin Teacher RHECC Hire 

Miller, Rebecca 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RES Hire 

Ortiz, Aida 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RES Hire 

Wilson, Sarah 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RES Hire 

Ortiz, Cynthia 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RES Hire 

Irvine, Kayla 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RES Hire 

Sadralodabai, Pouneh 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RES Hire 

Cantero, Erica 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RES Hire 

Stone, John 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School TMS Hire 

Dickey, Mark 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School TMS Hire 

Warfield, John 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School WES Hire 

Manzano, Tanya 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School WES Hire 

Buetow, Bobbie 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School WES Hire 
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X. Personnel Items (Continued) 

 

CERTIFICATED STIPEND/EXTRA DUTY EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE SALARY POSITION SITE STATUS 

Ament, Cody 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School WES Hire 

Cohen, Gailyn 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School WES Hire 

Cornejo-Escobar, Shelsea 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School WES Hire 

Johnson, Basilisa 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RHECC Hire 

Williams, Lindsay 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RHECC Hire 

Chadda, Perveen 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RHECC Hire 

Nesel, Isabella 9/19/2024 $70/HR Saturday School RHECC Hire 

You, Rong 9/19/2024 $6,764 Credit Recovery Teacher RHECC Hire 

Troncale, Leslie 9/19/2024 $6,764 Credit Recovery Teacher TMS Hire 

Torres, Jennifer 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Drama Club WES Hire 

Collins, Genevieve 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Drama Club WES Hire 

Torres, Jennifer 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Ballroom Dance Club WES Hire 

Collins, Genevieve 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Ballroom Dance Club WES Hire 

Chaney, Christina 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Craft Club WES Hire 

Irvine, Kayla 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Homework Club RES Hire 

Jones, Courtney 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Drama Club RES Hire 

Jones, Gary 9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Digital Music Production RES Hire 

Thomson, Pauline 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, Kindergarten WES Hire 

Ament, Cody 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 1st Grade WES Hire 

Montoya, Melissa 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 2nd grade WES Hire 

Alberto, Aida 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 3rd grade WES Hire 

Shevlin, Ed 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 3rd Grade WES Hire 

Thompson, Katie 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 4th Grade WES Hire 

Bragg, Tracy 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 5th Grade WES Hire 

McMahon, Desiree 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, Kindergarten WES Hire 

Cohen, Gailyn 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 1st Grade WES Hire 

Landolt, Kimberly 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 2nd Grade WES Hire 

Jones, Dody 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 3rd Grade WES Hire 

Ponce, Jareny 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 4th Grade WES Hire 

Cornejo-Escobar, Shelsea 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 4th Grade WES Hire 

Damian, Victoria 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 5th Grade WES Hire 

Hubkey, Michelle 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, Kindergarten RES Hire 

Varela, Sarah 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 2nd Grade RES Hire 

Ortiz, Aida 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 3rd Grade RES Hire 

Rogers, Vyvian 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 4th Grade RES Hire 

Lopez, James 9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy, 5th Grade RES Hire 

Holmes, Amber 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, Kindergarten RES Hire 

Ortiz, Cynthia 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 1st Grade RES Hire 

Crandall, John 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 2nd Grade RES Hire 

Ortiz, Jessica 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 3rd Grade RES Hire 

Aiken, Lauren 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 4th Grade RES Hire 

Cantero, Erica 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy, 5th Grade RES Hire 

Clint, Morgan 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy TMS Hire 

Salazar, Ramon 9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy TMS Hire 
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X. Personnel Items (Continued) 
 

CERTIFICATED STIPEND/EXTRA DUTY EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE SALARY POSITION SITE STATUS 

Stone, John 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy TMS Hire 

Goodwin, Allen 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy TMS Hire 

Trejo, Alma 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy TMS Hire 

Chadda, Perveen 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy RHECC Hire 

Williams, Lindsay 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Reading Academy RHECC Hire 

Villanueva, Aira 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy RHECC Hire 

Basilio, Marilou 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy RHECC Hire 

Mellon-Powers, Karina 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Math Academy RHECC Hire 

Valenzuela, Sandy 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Afterschool Academy ALIS Hire 

Johnson, Basilisa 
9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Spanish Club RHECC Hire 

Kurfess, Jennifer 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Afterschool Academy REHS Hire 

Dionese, Diane 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Afterschool Academy ALIS Hire 

Ramirez, Travis 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Afterschool Academy ALIS Hire 

Gloudemans, Sean 
9/19/2024 $70/HR Afterschool Academy REHS. Hire 

Vogenthaler, Janessa 
9/19/2024 $1,127.36 Assistant Coach – Cross Country TMS Hire 

 

CERTIFICATED SUBSTITUTES EMPLOYMENT/RESIGNATIONS 

EMPLOYEE DATE STATUS 

Shemenski, Meagan 9/5/2024 Hire 

Lopez, Vianka 9/19/2024 Hire 

Crawford, Deanna 9/19/2024 Hire 

Cardenas, Alexandra 9/19/2024 Hire 

Wreh, Nyonohseyonyon 9/19/2024 Hire 

Bridges, Nicole 9/19/2024 Hire 

Roberts, Brandon 9/19/2024 Hire 

Olide, Andres 9/19/2024 Hire 

Scott, Joseph 9/19/2024 Hire 

Brenizer, Charlotte 9/19/2024 Hire 
 

VOLUNTEERS FOR 2024-2025 SCHOOL YEAR  

Desiree Camacho Jaqueline Medina Daniela Gray Gloria Arzate 

Paola Rodriguez Kelsey Awedisean Desarae Carvalho Christina Tekala 

Yolanda Marquez Opal Finch Diana Hernandez Daisy Caro 

Paula Gargantiel Jeannette Dalton Brigitte A. Tsutaoka Starla Fuqua-Govan 

Cesar Alberto Jr Aida Alberto Tania Long Maria Prudencio Ruiz 

Desiree McMahon Debbi Irving Pilar Salazar Katherine Breitbeck 

Cynthia Monterroso Veronica Ponce Richelle Walsh Jesus Castillo 

Christine Riddle Berenis Rosas Ashley Paredes Brittany Porter 

Christopher Gibson    
 

XI. Adjournment                   ACTION 
 

MOTION:  Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, Arellano 

VOTE: YEAS _____ NAYS _____ ABSENT _____ ABSTAIN _____   

               PREFERENTIAL STUDENT VOTE _____ TIME: ________ 

SECOND: Hepburn, Gutierrez, Vincelette, Rendon, Vacant, 

Arellano 

 


