
The Sam R. Ratcliff Charitable Foundation
PO Box 2306

Gillette, WY 82717
307-682-8334

APPLICATION FOR EDUCATIONAL GRANT

Due September 30, 2024
Money will be awarded October 15, 2024

Total money available: $20,000.00
May be partially awarded to multiple projects.

--Please read the Policies and Procedures attached to this form.
--All applications must be submitted to Patsy at PO Box 2306, Gillette, WY 82717
or, physically, at 2380 Mahogany Circle, Gillette, WY 82718 by 4:00 pm on the
due date.,
--Applications must be signed by your principal of your school.

Eligible Projects: Applications by any educational institution located in
Campbell County in the State of Wyoming for the purchase of capital equipment
to be used for educational purposes. Capital may include but is not limited to
furnishing books, capital facilities, visual aid equipment, scientific equipment, or
other equipment necessary or desirable to assist in the education of students in
Campbell County.
Name of School:___________4J Elementary ____________________
Total # of Students in School: 36_________________________________
Total Amount Requested:_____________________________
Terms of Application: By submitting the following application, the undersigned
hereby agrees that the Foundation may review and disclose the application to
third parties as reasonably necessary to determine approval. The Foundation
may require additional information and failure to provide requested information
may result in denial of the application.
In the event that the Foundation approves the application, but funds are used for
items not listed on the application or if Recipient fails to use funds in the time
frame described in the application, the Foundation reserves the right to require
repayment of all or part of the grant, require forfeiture to the Foundation of any
items purchased with grant, and seek other remedies as appropriate, including
attorney’s fees and costs incurred to enforce the Agreement. A Final Report is
required within one year of grant date.



The Foundation may deny this application for any reason, without written
explanation to the Applicant. I certify that my answers are true and complete to
the best of my knowledge. I certify that I will respond to all additional requests for
information in a timely fashion to aid the Foundation in reviewing my application
If this application for the Grant is approved, I understand that false or misleading
information in my application may result in required repayment of all or part of the
Grant and/or forfeiture of any items purchased with grant money. By signing
below, I agree to the above terms and conditions.
--An incomplete application will not be considered. The Sam R. Ratcliff
Charitable Foundation is not obligated to notify applicants of incomplete
applications.
-- Grant Policies and Procedures can be found at the end of this application. It is
the applicants’ responsibility to review these prior to completing this application.

Please complete the following. Attach additional sheets as needed.

Name of School_____4J Elemenrary____________________________

Physical Address of School_2830 A Hwy 50______________________

Mailing Address of School___2830 A Hwy 50_______________________

City/State/Zip:__Gillette, WY 82718_____________________________

Phone #_______307-682-3076_____________________
E-mail address _mvigil@ccsd.k12.wy.us_____________________

Federal Tax Identification Number ______________________________

Name of primary contact or sponsor:__Chelsey Eckhardt or Matracia Vigil

Phone number & e-mail address if different from
above:_____checkhardt@ccsd.k12.wy.us_____________
NAME OF PROJECT:______4J Garden Beds______________________

Has this project been funded by The Sam R Ratcliff Charitable Foundation
in the past? Yes ___________ No ______X____ If yes, has the Final
Report been filed?

1. Describe your project’s purpose:
Our mission is to enhance the current curriculum and teach students
about plants, growing plants, and food sources. Gardening can provide



students with healthy and fresh produce that they can eat, which can
help promote healthy eating habits. Through our gardening project,
students will learn about building community and working together.

1) When will you implement your project?
We started this project in the spring of 2024. This year we would like to
add some toppers that will allow us to start growing in the spring and
turn our boxes into “greenhouses.” We also would like to add a watering
system. Right now the students are watering the plants, but the teachers
have to water throughout the weekends so we would like to add an
automatic system.

2) What age group or grade will your project involve?
Kindergarten - sixth grade

3) What is the name, title, and contact information of the adult primarily
responsible for this project?
Project Name: 4J Garden Box Project
Title: 1st/2nd Grade Teacher & 3rd/4th Grade Teacher
Contact information: Matracia Vigil & Chelsey Eckhardt
(mvigil@ccsd.k12.wy.us) & ( checkhardt@ccsd.k12.wy.us )

4) Specify what opportunities will be provided to the school children
through your project?
Our garden box project will increase STEM education and teach
students about plants, food and even agricultural career paths. Students
have already met with a local producer and learned more about
greenhouses and growing and producing food. They were able to dig up
vegetables and learn about the growing season as well as talk about the
steps to plant and produce your own food.

5) Why should this project be funded?
We would be teaching not only school curriculum but real life skills about
food, plants and watering. Students will be able to apply their classroom
lessons and use them in a real life application while also learning
responsibility as they care for and maintain the beds.

6) Describe in detail what activities will be involved in your project and how
those activities relate to the purpose of your project in assisting the
education of Campbell County girls and boys. Attach additional pages
as necessary.

mailto:mvigil@ccsd.k12.wy.us
mailto:checkhardt@ccsd.k12.wy.us


7) What are the beginning and ending dates of your project?
We started our project in the spring of 2024 and do not have an end
date, as we would like for this to continue and build each year.

8) Please list in detail any equipment or supplies that will be needed to
implement this project, and the estimated costs. Use additional sheets if
necessary.

1. Garden hoops - $102
2. Clear plastic sheeting - $110
3. Netting - $76
4. Composting bin - $120
5. Composting dirt for initial start $50
6. Sprinkler system $74
7. Treated posts $19.99 x8 - $159.93
8. Panels $680
9. Hydroponics kits with seeds $550 (A set for each grade level)

9) What kind of training, if any, will be required to implement/run this
project, even though no grant money may be used for training.

We would continue to work with a local gardener to learn different
gardening techniques.

10) If your project can be split into segments, please prioritize the
segments in case the full amount is not available.

11) Describe other financial contributions, in-kind, case or matching
funds, which have been or will be made towards this project, if any?

We have already received $1200 in donations to build our initial 4
garden boxes.

Our school spent $100 in plants and miscellaneous startup supplies.
We are planning to apply for a different grant to get grow lights and
grow mats to start planting even earlier.



12) If the project will extend past the grant period, what are your plans for
sustaining the project?

Our hope is once it is built normal maintenance can come from the
building/classroom budget.

Attach a detailed projected budget for your project, itemizing all
expenses. If you are reapplying, you must attach a final report or status
report on your earlier project.

By signing this application, I acknowledged that I have read and will
comply with all policies and procedures of The Sam R. Ratcliff
Charitable Foundation.

Dated_______________________________________

__________________________________________
Signature of Grant Applicant



NOTE: The Sam R. Ratcliff Charitable Foundation funds are available only on a year by year basis and no
guarantee is made that any funds will be available in future years, or at what amounts. These funds can be
used only for furthering the education of the school children of Campbell County, Wyoming

The Sam R. Ratcliff Charitable Foundation
(hereinafter called “Foundation”)

Purpose: To assist in the education of the
boys and girls from Campbell County,

Wyoming.
POLICIES and PROCEDURES

1. Grants will only be considered for academic programs, books or equipment to assist
in the education of the boys and girls of Campbell County, Wyoming.

2. Private and public agencies may be funded once per twelve-month period.
3. Non-school district organizations are defined as those with federal tax identification

number. Non-district organizations will be required to include their federal tax
identification number of the application in order to qualify for funding.

4. Equipment necessary to initiate or enhance a project will be considered.
Applications must justify expenditure for equipment.

5. Final reports are required for all completed projects. Copies of receipts are to be
attached to the Final Report. Besides receipts, a summary of the project, results of
the project, and successes and failures of the project are required to be submitted.
Final reports are required to maintain eligibility for future funding. Final reports are
due one year from the date of the grant.

6. If a project has not been completed by the end of the funding cycle, a status report is
to be submitted; however, the Foundation requires that funds will be used within the
funding period for which they were granted.

7. The Foundation cannot fund any wages, administrative costs, or travel.
8. Prior to making any changes in the grant expenditures previously approved, an

amended budget with explanations for the changes must be submitted.
Amendments are subject to the approval by the Foundation.

9. If you have any questions, call 307-682-8334, Patsy L. Larson, Chairman.

Agreed and accepted this _______ day of __________, 2024.

__________________________



Describe in detail what activities will be involved in your project and how those
activities relate to the purpose of your project in assisting the education of
Campbell County girls and boys. Attach additional pages as necessary.

We started this project in the spring of 2024. A few families from 4J donated
money/supplies to build the boxes and basic supplies such as rakes and
shovels etc. . We used a family event called Do Dads so the dads came and
helped us assemble the boxes. Students learned how to plan and execute
plans. They also got to build and use different tools in the building process.

This fall to continue the momentum our principal gave us funds to purchase
some already started plants and hoses for watering. We also visited a local
greenhouse to learn more about growing and producing food. They were able
to dig up vegetables and learn about the growing season as well as talk about
the steps to plant and produce your own food.

This year we would like to add some toppers that will allow us to start growing
in the spring and turn our boxes into “greenhouses.” We also would like to add
a watering system. Right now the students are watering the plants, but the
teachers have to water throughout the weekends so we would like to add an
automatic system. While we value the importance of student responsibility
some days it is not feasible to water due to scheduling conflicts and so the
plants are not growing well. Students would still share the responsibility of
weeding, pruning, picking and monitoring the water content for the plants.

Kindergarten reading/science units cover the parts of a plant, the plant life
cycle and growing from a seed to a plant.

First/second grade units cover living and non living things, ecosystems,
habitats, communities (we live in an area where our community is heavily
populated and reliant on growing). We also learn about erosion and how that
affects your soil. The lessons include creating an ecosystem and habitat for
different Wyoming based animals. We could translate this into what lives in the
garden and what animals are used/needed to grow plants. (bees, ladybugs,
worms etc.)

Third/fourth grade units cover living things, weathering and erosion (soil), life
cycles, and changing environments. One example of a lesson is based on our
National Geographic Panorama Curriculum that teaches students about dirt.



They learn what organic matter is and how we can use it to enrich the soil. It
also teaches them about the different soil horizons. Students will be learning
to compost and will use it in our garden boxes. With weathering students will
learn how our environment around the garden boxes will affect their growth.
For example, we have high winds in our area and we will need to create things
like barriers around our plants to help them block some of that wind. Living
things will be based on life cycles of plants.

Fifth/sixth - Their units tie to goods and services. Their lessons would tie into
goods and services about trading foods for things back in the day and the
importance of food in our communities. Also, they will learn about the
importance of growing your own food and how that affects our economy. Their
last unit is needs vs wants and how you can grow food (a need) vs a want
(flowers)


