
 

Overview of World History Eras in the High School Standards 

Anchor Standards in History 

The history strand contains five anchor standards. The same anchor standards, which are focused on the skills and habits 
of mind of historians, are used for both U.S. and world history. The history anchor standards build on each other, and 
reflect the Inquiry Arc of the College, Career and Civic Readiness Standards from the National Council for the Social 
Studies.  

 

Anchor Standard 18: Context, Change, and 
Continuity: Ask historical questions about context, 

change and continuity in order to identify and 
analyze dominant and non-dominant narratives 

about the past.

Anchor Standard 19: Historical Perspectives: 
Identify diverse points of view, and describe how 

one’s frame of reference influences historical 
perspective.

Anchor Standard 20: Historical Sources and 
Evidence: Investigate a variety of historical 

sources by: a) analyzing primary and secondary 
sources; b) identifying perspectives and narratives 
that are absent from the available sources; and c) 

interpreting the historical context, intended 
audience, purpose, and author’s point of view of 

these sources.

Anchor Standard 21: Causation and 
Argumentation: Integrate evidence from multiple 

historical sources and interpretations into a 
reasoned argument or compelling narrative about 

the past.

Anchor Standard 22: Connecting Past and 
Present: Use historical methods and sources to 

identify and analyze the roots of a contemporary 
issue. Design a plan to address it.



Era One: Early Human History (250,000 BCE-2,000 BCE) 

Overview 

Era One focuses on the earliest human history. Students are asked to think about how the environment impacted early 
human development and settlement. Students should be thinking about what can be used as a source to build 
understanding of the past, and what cannot be known about early humans based on available sources.  

Benchmarks 

 

 

9.4.18.1: Evaluate different 
narratives about how human 

migration from Africa to other 
regions in the world led to 

environmental changes and human 
adaptation.

9.4.19.1: Examine and compare and 
contrast narratives about human 

origins developed by different 
societies. Analyze how these 

narratives embed social values and 
concepts. 

9.4.20.1: Interpret surviving 
evidence about early human history 
and discern what we can and cannot 

know about early humans from 
these sources. 

9.4.21.1: Explain the 
interrelationship between the 

emergence of domestication and 
agriculture, the development of 

complex societies and the 
environment and climate.

No Benchmark for This Era



Era Two: Cities, Societies, and Empires 
Overview 

In Era Two, students build understanding of the development of cities, societies, and empires in Asia, the Americas, and 
Africa. This era emphasizes students using a wide variety of text and non-text-based sources to build understanding of 
the religious, political, technological and social development of a range of societies. Building off of Era One, students are 
asked to think about how historical sources have been used to create dominant and non-dominant narratives about the 
past. 

Benchmarks 

 

9.4.18.2: Identify and examine dominant 
and non-dominant narratives about the 

development of cities, societies and empires 
in Asia, the Americas and Africa.

9.4.19.2: Analyze the emergence, development 
and impact of multiple religions and philosophies 

from at least three different regions, including 
Shamanism/Animism, Hinduism, Jainism, 

Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
indigenous religious traditions in Africa and the 

Americas and African diasporic religions. 

9.4.20.2: Identify different types of historical 
sources, both textual and non-text-based, in 
order to interpret surviving evidence about 
ancient cities, societies and empires. Detect 

possible limitations in various kinds of historical 
evidence and differing secondary interpretations.

9.4.21.2: Create an argument about the 
emergence and characteristics of complex 

societies, the development of new 
technologies and the impact of human 

society on the environment. 

9.4.22.1: Consider what it means to have a 
"successful" society and examine how some 

societies have adapted to social, 
environmental and/or political changes. 

Evaluate whether these adaptations can be 
applied to human society today.



Era Three: Interregional Networks and Exchange (700-1500) 

Overview 

Era Three asks students to explore the land-based and water-based networks of trade and cultural exchange that 
developed between Africa, Asia, and Europe between 700 and 1500 CE. Students are asked to evaluate the ways 
historians have put together narratives about trade networks, and lives of people living during the era, and then to 
construct their own historical narratives about indigenous societies and trade networks in the Americas using the skills 
they have built.  

Benchmarks 

 

9.4.18.3: Evaluate narratives about the 
creation and influence of trade networks 

connecting Asia, Europe and Africa.

9.4.19.3: Identify different historical 
perspectives about religion, slavery, 

feudalism and disease in Europe and the 
Mediterranean World, including the 

Ottoman Empire.

9.4.20.3: Use historical sources to identify and 
describe at least two different cultures in Africa, 

such as Swahili, Ghana and/or Mali, Songhai. 
Identify their short and long-term influence on 

African history and society.

9.4.21.3: Construct a narrative account about the 
emergence and expansion of Indigenous 

societies in the Americas and/or trade networks 
between multiple Indigenous societies in the 

Americas using historical sources.

9.4.22.2: Identify the influence of Islamic 
centers of learning on the European 

Renaissance, the Scientific Revolution and 
society today.



Era Four: The First Global Age (1400-1800) 

Overview 

Era Four asks students to explore the ways in which life changed for people across the world as connections were built 
between the two hemispheres, and how systems developed that impacted who benefitted and who did not benefit from 
these changes. Students are expected to be able to make connections between the developments and changes 
happening in the first global age to life today.  

Benchmarks 

 

 

9.4.18.4: Identify and evaluate dominant and non-
dominant narratives about the first global age.

9.4.19.4: Identify major intellectual, scientific and/or 
religious developments of the first global age and their 

influence today.

9.4.20.4: Investigate and interpret multiple primary 
and/or secondary sources to understand and analyze 
the perspectives of individuals and communities who 
have traditionally been underrepresented in historical 

narratives about the first global age. Analyze how 
current interpretations of the past are limited by the 
extent to which available historical sources represent 

perspectives of people at the time.

9.4.21.4: Examine how new connections between the 
hemispheres resulted in biological, cultural and 

technological exchanges. Evaluate who benefitted 
from these changes and who did not. 

9.4.22.3: Analyze how caste systems based upon race, 
social class and religion have been used to justify 

imperialism, colonization, warfare and chattel slavery. 
Analyze how those caste systems and justifications 

have changed over time and how they influence our 
society today.



Era Five: Revolutions, Empires and Nations (1750-1900) 

Overview 

Era Five asks students to explore the conflicting narratives surrounding the causes and impact of the Industrial 
Revolution, making connections to the imperial expansion and political revolutions happening during the same period. 
Like in Era Four, students are asked to make connections between the historical events and systems of the age of 
revolutions, and the long-term consequences of the era that still impact societies today.  

Benchmarks 

 

9.4.18.5: Evaluate conflicting narratives 
about the causes and the regional and 

global impact of the Industrial Revolution.

9.4.19.5: Examine different perspectives 
about revolutions, imperialism and nation-

building, including in Latin 
America/Caribbean, Asia and Africa.

9.4.20.5: Investigate and interpret multiple 
primary sources from the Age of 

Revolutions. Analyze why they were written 
or created. Consider what perspectives and 
narratives are absent from these sources.

9.4.21.5: Explain the causes, 
interconnections and global consequences 

of three or more independence 
movements, rebellions or revolutions in the 
Atlantic World. Distinguish between long-

term causes and triggering events in 
developing a historical argument.

9.4.22.4: Identify the long-term economic, 
political and cultural impacts of imperialism 

today, focusing on neo-imperialism and 
movements of anti-imperialism.



Era Six: The New Global Era (1900-Present)  

Overview 

Era Six asks students to explore themes of global conflict and change in the 20th and 21st centuries. Students are asked to 
use primary sources to build understanding of how groups and individuals have responded to global problems and 
developments, and to form arguments that use historical examples to help address current global issues.  

Benchmarks 

 

 

9.4.18.6: Examine conflicting narratives 
about the past and identify how these 
narratives can lead to global conflict. 

9.4.18.7: Identify how ideas and norms 
about gender and sexuality have changed 

over time and how members of the LGBTQ+ 
community have advocated for gender 

equality and equity.

9.4.19.6: Identify major developments in science, 
medicine and technology. Identify different 

perspectives about the benefits, dangers and 
unexpected consequences of these 

developments for society and the environment.

9.4.20.6: Investigate and interpret multiple 
primary sources about global migration and 

refugees from 1900 to the present. Use 
questions generated about multiple 

historical sources to pursue further inquiry 
and investigate additional sources.

9.4.21.6: Describe and evaluate different 
responses to the Holocaust, and other 
genocides and human rights violations.
9.4.21.7: Analyze multiple and complex 

causes and effects of decolonization and 
independence movements in the 20th and 

21st centuries.

9.4.22.5: Examine multiple strategies used 
by the environmental movement of the 20th 
and 21st centuries. Identify individuals and 

groups today who are building on that 
legacy.

9.4.22.6: Draw on historical examples to 
propose a solution to a pressing global 

issue. 
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